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A yeara of age. Hhen 1 le“t -chool I semd ﬂve yaars
. anprenticeship to the tnﬂoring trade. i '
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STATEMERT OF JOHN 0' RIO'IDAN
'IO, ¥itchell's Awnne, Tralee, Co. Kerry

I.uas born at Bo.‘la.rbe'o; .'1-‘1'31".0, on 1'-7th Augusﬁ, 1900, and

'vas pent to the local chmtm Brothera' school until I was 15

¥

. T vecame a‘;mmbe?ofthem in't'lf.e- year 119'15.- They had
been in eiistence hore in Tralee for some tiie praviowa. —- 'I'ha ) .
dsptain of the SIuag;; dt the tims.T.joined uan'lobart. Barry. We
drﬂled and paraded all thut yaar and up to East.er Week of 1916,

Aftar the sumnder oi‘ arm by the Voluntaers to t.he B.I C. after

Easbar Weel o!' 1916, t.ho Fanna becnma disorgan:lsed. Ue did meet

'ocea.sionslly in privnte during the year 1917. S

nrly :ln 1918. the Fi.ama ware morgarﬂ.se& :l.n 'Pralee and
surrmmding diat.mta by Mke o'Leary, uho became Brigade o/c
of the organisation in Cmmt.y Kerry I'rejoingd t.he Bohp;boe,
Tralee, Slnag'n at the time. 'l'he ofﬁceﬁ of nw ﬁélungh uam

y Jeremiah 'Skinmra and Robert Barry. The stnmgth was. approximately

20.. ¥e met and drilled threo nighta a waek dnﬂng the yeoar.

In Juns, 1918, two B.L.G. na.med Boyla and F‘allon -were fired on
and ummdﬂd in '!‘ho !Enll Tralee, by t\m mn;bers of t.ha VOlunt.eers
named Tom &cl’lliatrlm and Jack Cronin. ) It. appaars that. these

- two R.I.c vere mponaible for the deaths or tm Voltmteera namad
. Latd and Brown in an attack on Cortalea R: 1.04 ba.rracka n tbe |
month of Aprﬂ. T was tolcl tha.t Boyle apvi Fallon were amed u:lt-h

revolvara at the tims a.nd that it was about then that. the R.I.C

started carrying arms openly. 'i'he msult of the Bhoot.’mg wag that.



© ‘Martial Yaw was imposed on the tomn of 'l'r;;lee fo:l e'.perio'd of
'abémt 8ix months. During t.l:e period the Piarma wore uneble te
, parade in the open and had to met«eeereﬂy ina sports field
Ent Nioberbee. It wan around t.h:ls time trat I was accepted in the .
Volvmteers be-mmzbee Coupany, chh uaa knmm as "A" Com'pany,

"‘ralee Battalion.

_ "'be omrers of- tha cﬂuplmy at the time were Jaok nwling,
" ‘Richard Fitzporald and 'Richard Sollivan,  The strength was about
- ‘120 men whan I Joined. The .f‘mmnny strengtb was due to the
inﬂ.nx of Volurteers:during the scare of c«:nscriptim earlier 1n
3 the yanr "fe drilled and paradea a‘.ll that year. . At t.he 1at.ter
emd of the year a m:mber of Volunteera of the t‘onrpsrv wnt to
.Wat.erford to aea!.et. the Sinn Féin candidate there at the time of
the_ﬂeneral_!?le_ctim. Onr_eandid_ate in Xerry, A;:stin Stack, was
returned_ unoppm_egl.. -
In 1919, we continued to pamde and dr!.'.ll and recelved

1netrnct1om 1n the use of the rifle. Our imtrnctora were
Pichard Dowling and Willim-!or:i_arty, both_ex-ﬂrit.ieh_ selt!iere.

e We, had practice ochooting at Bellyheggan racecourse which io

sbout two miles from the town. At the latter end of, the year 1 .
took: nat-t wl.th other mmben of the Company, in raiding houees
' 1n the area for arms., Yo menaged to o‘_btain about seveﬁ shotguns.

J‘n March s 1920 prevloua to the ett.ack by the Ballymacelligott
ﬂattalim, Kerry Fo. 2. Br:lgade on Gortalee R.I.C. bamoks, oy
Covpany Captain was ordered by Hichael foyle, Bettelion_ o/c.,
Tralee, Kerry No, I. Prigade, to which my Company was attashed, %o
demolish & bridge over a river known locally 88 'Fitz\s rdver!
just. outaide the town on the main road to Cortalsa and Killarmey.
T t;_ook rart in this operaticn which wns carried out by the use of
crowbars and ploks and shovels. I don't remember who was in charge.
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. At the time of tha attack on Fen!.t R. I.c barracks on the

Znd June, 1920 by the I.R.A. in charge -of Padd;r Paul Fitzgeram, _
"'ommn;v Cavtain of Fenit, our !“ouxpany rece:lved orders rrom the
Pattalion 0/C to blook all roads u our area. In our cm area’
vas situated a nduf.ary bamcks knmm as Ballymuuen barracks

: occlm‘.led by a Company of the Lincolnehire Ragl.ment, amd the Cmmf.y

Jail occupied Uv the R I.C. who had a short. tima befora been .
reinforced by a number d’ B]ack and Tans, ' - o
Farly on the.n:lght of the att.e,ck. wo 'f_‘oiied three trees across

the.road and Stratéluéd several len@-ha of wire across the road

. from one tree to annther between tha barracks and the tmm tbrough

vhich t.he eneny: would havo to pass to neach Fenit If. 80 happaned -
that the enemy did not. lenva their qnartera wmiil the attack wag -
over on the following morning. - c3]\01'?.137 aftor, huwawr, they

turned ot and nmvad the fallen trees and wires,

.Around this t:lm I took 'part in miding the* railway station
in 'i‘i-alea on aevaml oeoasions when we seized ndl:ltary stores such -

' . a8 hospital equipnant, foodetuffs, bedding, ‘temts, p; g'raund sheeots,

tremeh toola and mt.orbottlea. . Any of this aturf nsern.l ‘to

: mn-selvaa we retaineds the rest e bumd. Re mlght add’ that the

major:ltv of the milway mwsn omployed at the st.at.ion ware membere
-of one or .other of the- three Companies of I.R.A. 1n the town of
Tralee, _- The Compantes were lmm aB- nAR, ”B" and "D" CUmpanies.

o 'I'reso men alvays notified. the, orﬁcam “of t.hoi.r Cempan:l.es whan

‘military equipment was on t.he gooda tralns., . In fact 11' a waggon—
Jlead of potrol hapmed to arr.tva at the. statitm consigned to a
nilitary barraclm, the nggcn was aluaya ahunt.ea to a convenient
aiding so that. the entire contents coild be bnmad vd.t.htmt mmh

dmnaga to the stat.‘l.m.
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mmoccasimtwod‘ourmn, J—-Fnllim andmnis

Dnnohue, mre dot.ailed to open a pefrol waggm and dastmy tbe o

cmt.ents. Baving opemd f.he uaggon thcy burat open ane of the -

1arge drm “of petrol t.he petrol m couaigned in drumn 1n thoae

dsya - and upul:led, n nulﬂ‘.ed ma.tch and only escnped being burnad
to daath by haing oulled avay by t.heir com-adea Aa it uns they

_warebndlyhnmed Imldsaythatinanwbnmedaboutthm

L

: -uaggon Yoads of- petrol at the atatim. o -

_ On !Iovam‘ber Ni@t Blat Getober, 1020, on t.ha occasion of. an -

]' R.A attsek on a 'hn r.ntrol in t.he tonn, 311 t.hrvae Cmmiea in the
tmwnmduty I vlthabmttmtymmhemormycompmy, o
ncted as. acmts for the attnck ﬂe vere not amd.x The ot.hor
members of the Cul;pany took up amlmsh positions td.th members of the
ort.her two Ccm;nnias. © Two neout.a uare located mry 200 yards from
Ballmmneh barracks ;amd County jaﬂ. f.o a temporary headquarters of
-the 1’ R.a. \lhich had hean sot up at a p].aee known as '"l'he GardenS" .~

'for the m-oposad at.t.ack.

-

T, v!.t.h the othsr sconta, :uas on dut.y frm about 8 p.m..

.| Some time berore f.he attick - hco Tana wara captumd in the. tom. " The
: at.t.ack 1taelf t.ook p]nce armmd 11 p.m. - As; I vas not :ln t.he actual
" attack 1 cannob glvo detnﬂs e:mopt that I.va8 told t.hat. a couple of

"i‘ano uat-a\mundad Wle T.van ondutythe!uutnryin nammunen
'bamelm or the "'ans an the ccnmt.y Jaﬂ did not. lea.va ttwir quarters.

i 'l'he ‘l'ans ihohnd been eapturvad as vell s the Tans that were wounded

Cware from a diftorent barrac!m in the toun ‘After the attack all of

" following moming. ° -

the t.hma Com;nniea on duf.y 1n t.he toun were dismiased. They had

' bnen locat.ed at diffemt. point.s armmd the. toin. Through some

gistmderot-md!ng the scouts were not diendased unf.ﬂ. about. an hour .
aftar the attack, 'l'he _twp captura_d 'l'ens uen_._amut.ed early on the
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: Some Hours later several shoros and houses in the town were
|

|

‘burned down by th Tans. Most of the promtnent I.R.A. had to go
:'cn the run', My Company, on the onders of the Battalion
EGomrmdant;, were 'standing to' awaitinz an order to attack the Tans
'11‘ they continued tlo burn dotm the tomn. ‘hile waiting for this
iorder our fompany Captain, Joim Nowling, received information that a
:mbuc-honse, the vroparty of an I.R.A. man named Vale, which was

, situated in ocur Company area, was alsc to be burmed by the Tana.
:Dcwling dncided to attack the Tans 1f thev attempted to burm down
;t.he puh, Having selected abeut twenty men, most of vhom were armad
:with shotmms, he occuplod Mo, 6 Urban Terrace, vhich wms nearly

i opooaite Tale's pub, and walted for‘ the Tans to appear.

After a time about twenty Tans came along, passed Vnle's publie-
;house and proceeded td No. 17 Urhan Terrace and from there arrested
| two T.F.A. men named Stephen and Jfohn ¥eCarthy whom they took into &
. £1e14 at the back of the house. Vrom our post at Fo. 6, we could
| distinctly see the two men and the Tans, but conld not open fire in
% caso wve shot ovr comradens. " After same tims tho Tans released the
two men and returned to their barracks. ~ The next day the mdlitary
; tock eontrol of the toun. from the Tans after Q‘hich the burnings

| ceased, Our arms ware later collected by order of the Battalion 0/C.;

1

" and deposited in a dump outsidae the town.

Fron the 1st November, 1920 to the end of December, 1920, at

' least 30 T.R.A. were arrested out of our Company alone in the town.

' It aopears that a photopraph of the members of the Company which had

f
, beon taken soms time previously wns captupad in a raid hy the Tans

on the house of one of our menbers. From .thls rvhotograph the Tans,
with the help of the local R.J.{., identified nearly every member

. of the Tomany.



All these arrests caused same disorgnhiaation in tha Company.
New officers were appointed from time to tima, but_ no aocne.r vere
they appointed than thev wore arrested. Tventually the Company
| hecame active agadn under a new ast of officers who were Jeremish
Hanifin, Captain; John Horan, lst. l4eutenant and Jim Connor,
l 2nd Lientenant,
; About the month of Yarch John Joe Sheehy, who was at one time

. Company Captain of my Company, m.‘raleaﬂed after serving about ‘

-1 three months in ja1l for refusing to recognise the Court on a

; cha.rge of remwbership of an illegal organisat.ion. Sheehy at tho
t.ilne lived at Mo, 3 Tirban Terrace while I 11ved at 1o, 8, a fow doors
| away.  Me had been pramoted around this time to Vice 0/C. of the
'j'f'ralee Pattalion, A short time later the Nrigade Adjutant,

!Padctv flarvey, formed an Active Service Unit within the Tralee
iBattalion. The members of the A.5.U. were composed of mon drawm

frmn the three Companies in t.he t.mm of Tralee and were mostly

' emn]oyad in the town. Sheehy became o/c of this A.S.U. This

lmit vorked Independently of the Brigade Flying Columm which had
bgen formed earlior in the year or a short time after the attack
!on the Tan patrol on Noverber eve, 1920. I became a momber of the
|m:ti*ma Service "nit on 1te forwation and aa I 14ved only a few doors
away from Jolm Joe Sheehy, he alwsys called on m2 or sent for mo

{Iihenever anything of importancé was contemplated.

| Farly in April, 1921, Sheehy cailed on me and informed me that
}'ie s anxiocus to have a man named John 0'Xahony, who was knotm as
nfnxe:- O'Mahonv, arrested and trded as a spy. O'Mahony, who was

an ex-British soldler, had alwvays been fnendiy with the R.I.C. and
m%as & constant visitor to the R.I.C. barracks in Traloe. He was a
n!?t:lve of Tralee but had worked for several years in Belfast.

|
[



Appendix 6

National Archives Act, 1986, Regulations, 1988

ABSTRACTION OF PART(S) PURSUANT TO REGULATION 8

| .
. Form_to be completed and inserted in the original record
|

in_place of each part abstracted

l
‘

(i) Refercnce number of the separate cover under
I

which the abstracted part has been filed: WS A

(ii) How many documents have been abstracted:

/g

(i) Tlle date of each such document: [ Lot 958,
5

(iv) The description of each document;

}ln/S}H.?' M%fm I ement” %Am/ R (750 Z W) ‘ ,0?..

/’}W"" effl 49\11.‘}/}&{‘:-0(/ _
74

(Where appropriate, a composite description may be entered in respect of
two or more related documents).

(v) Rensonl(s) why the part has been abstracted for retention:

(¢)Would or might cause distress or danger to living persons on the ground
that they contain information about individuals, or would or might be
| llkelv to lead to an action for damages for defamation.

“( These will be the reasons given on-tlie cnﬁcqte under Section 8(4).)

1 N ame: (J. Moloney.)
Grade: Col.

Department/Office/Court:
Date:r 7 Mareh 2085,
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¥, with Pat -l-'oriarty_uho.m_lmoqn as 'Bars' and
ichael Sheehy vho was imowm as _'Burld‘.le',' arrested Q'I-rahqny in
the public howse of a man named Dan Paul Rourke in Roherbee,
Tralee.  Ye took him to the Rock Stroet area to a place called
Roreen Bawn vhere a fourt vas eitting. The Court consisted of
Johm 1, Sheehy, Tow (4fford, Battalion 0/C., Ardfert Rattalion,
and other memhers of the Rrigade Staff. Having delivered
our orisoner, Foriarty, Hichael Sheehy and I withdrevw,

O0'Yahony was tried, found gulilty and sentanced to death. I

" was one of six mwon present at the emecution which was carriod out
* at Rghonane, Tralee., The actual execution was carriod out by an
. I.R.A. man named on the direct order of John Joe

Sheehy, 0/C. of the A.3.U. The reason that s ordered to

. carry out the execution was that the Brigade Staff wore afraid

' of . in so far a3 he had on several occasions discussed I.R.A.

. matters in the presence of streangers and generally talked too much

about T.R.A. sctivities. So having carried out the execution

himself he would have to remain silent aﬁout it. he execution
took place on the 7th April, 1921, after which O'Mahony was

labelled "SopT. The body was not foumd for two days after,

.The Awxiliaries arrived in Traleeo arovnd December, 1920. The

officer in charge was a man named Major McKinnon, lipon thelr

" arrival searches and raids on the homen of I.R.A. men were

; intensified. rivilians were constently being 1ll-treated.

' ¥cRinnon was responsible for the deaths of two I.R.A. men named

, Moas Reldy and John Teen on Christmas Eve 1920, in the houso of a

' man named Johm Byrne at RPallymacelligott. For these two murdore
the Bripade Staff issued an order for the shooting of FeKinnon at

1 the first oprortunity,
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Tohn Joo Sheehy sent for me and informed me of the order,
fle instructed me to contact Con Healy, NMenis Donoghue,(Boherbee

fompany) Patrick O'Connor and Paddy Kelly (Strand Strest
Company' and to arrange between ourselves for the shooting of

MeKinnon.

e got. torether and dscuased the matter. I was issucd

-~ with & revolver. Healy, vho was an ex-British soldier, was a
Emck shot wvith a rifle., He asked for a rifle,saying "A1l1 I

wvant to seo 1s just a bit of his head and T will pet him", Tho
othar three men were supnlied with shotmune. The reason Healy
vanted the rifle was that he had heard that McKinnon, who was a
fearless man, used a steel waistcoat under his tunic and he (Haaly)

wae of the opinion that ahot._qms. would probably be ineffective,

Prem the moment the order was received relays of scouts
assisted us and kopt us informad of ['cEimmon'’s movenents. LYe wero
several weoks on his track waiting for an opportunity to strike but
somzhow he wvas always pratécted bty a bodyguard wherever he went.
™ere tas only one pléce that he could bo posaibly got at, and
that was on the ;;olﬂinks near the tmm._ Re was a great golfer
and often vlayed olf with the 'grandees' or local'loyalist ladies.

Faving made up our minds as to the best place to shoot him
we had the rifle, three shotguns and my revolver fooreotrn-

conveyved by the scouts to Kemny's fort, where they
= wiifeconcenled with stones. VYe had previcusly examinod the
golf course and decided that our best opportunity to sot him would
bo when ho Pad reached the third green. FRenny's fort was only a
few yards from the place selected for the shooting,

"2 had scouts all over the place, It was the 15th April,
1921. T pot a sienal - McKinmon had started his round of golf,
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‘¥e gelged owr armes and approached a ditch swrrounding the
course. Healy, Donoghue, O*Connor snd Kelly took aim. ‘ At
the third green, MoKinnon steadled hiwself to hit the ball.
Healy fired, hit MeKinnen in the ro:{ahaad and before MeKinnem
hit.. the gromnd ﬁaaly fired again and hit him a second time,

A Healy fired the second shot the othar thrae. mn opened fire
\Ath.the shotmms. McKinnon dropped dead, having recelved two
rifle bullots and the contents of three shotguns, |

On the polf links with McKinnon at the time were his Adjutant,
a man by the name of Valentine, and a hodyguard of Auxiliaries.
Inmediatel)y the first shot was fired Ualentina ran for a bunker
falling three times before he reached it. In a subsequent press
statement Valentine statod that he had returnad the fire of the-

attackers, which wvas wntrue,

The shooting over, we retreated behind a low wall after which
we planted the arms in a hedge and dispersed. Ue roturned to
town by a roundabout way and were in time to see HcKinnon's body
being conveyed in a tender to the techmieal schools which the
Auwxiliaries used as their headquarters eince coming to Tralea.

A few days later !cKinnon's bo&y uag taken by train from Traleo

railuay staﬁim.

Following the shooting, the Auxiliaries went to .
Ballymacellipott where they burned down a rurber of houses and
shot dead r doy by the nam» of Reidyv. The proprictors of a
loéal newspaper - "The Iiberator" - wore ordered by the
Authorities to go into deep mourning in ita next issue the
folloving Saturday for the death of FeKinmron. This they refused
to do, with the result that the premises wera wrecked and burned
dotm the following Sunday by the Tans,
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;' the night of the shooting the arms were found by. a man
.named Menis (urran, vho was working for a man named Chapman - &
iS\ma rintendent on the railway and owner of the property on which
:thg arms had been dumpsd. Curran called ths follaowing morning on
John Joe She;ahy and informed him about the arms. Sheehy ordored
the qma to be removed. T, with two other I.R.A. men, collected
‘the arms that nisht and took them to our uSU-al dump at Ballybegpan,

o Barlw in June, 1921, John Joe Sheehy eent for Michael Sheshy,
Thomas Parreit, Pat Gantillon, Percy Hanifan and T and told us that

- an ex-Hritish soldier named John ¥itzgerald was to be arrested and

. tried by courtmartial as an agent of the enemy. FPFitzgorald had been
; under suspiciom for a long time but nothing dofiriite could bs proved
: against hin, The nrigado Stafi’ had at '.l.aat recelvod dafinite

» 1nfomatton that he had ident.if‘ied certain men to the Tens as being

i membera_of i;he T.R.A. and f:ad issued the order for his arrest and

; cm:rtmx-tm.
3

- Mchael Sheehy, Barrett, Cantilleon, Hanifan and I arrestod
thgera}d in front of Rath Churchyard on the night of 6th June,

1921, took him through the graveyard to Rallybegean racecourse.
. He resisted arrest and very nearly eAscaped. He was recaptured,
| hcfr;mver, and handsd over to membere of the Battalion and Brigadse

. Staff who were avaiting us on the racecourse,

John Joe Sheehy presided at the Courtmartial which was held on
‘the spot. After evidence of the supply of certain names of members
of ¢he I.%.4. and othor information relat:ﬁxg to the activities of the
T.R.A. penerally, by the prisoner to the emsmy, had been furnished
to the t‘uurt, Fitegerald was senfenced to death, Jom Je=2 Sheshy
took charre of the execution which was carried out there and then.
' "he men taking part in the execution used revolvern, . The body was
laballed "Spy". "he exacution tock place on a Priday night but the

body was not found until onday evening.
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Prom then to the Truce two Tans wore under constant
nbaemtion. These two Tans were held to be responsible for
the murder of an I.R.A. man named McCarthy uho-was a member
of the Lixmaw Cmnpany "cCart.hy had arrived in Tralee one day
in the month of I-Iareh, 1921, and was amated in ths Railway
Hotel by the '!'ane and taken to tha R.I.C. barmclcs in dgo
St.reot'. The next _moming his dead body was found mlgmen vhich
is now ca’led the Town Park, Ve had recoived information that

these two Tans had actually murdered Felarthy ant wo were
deterrdned to set them, but the Truce came along and hostilities

ceasen,

Muring the Truce I went to a training camp at Courtbrack,

Farrer's Rridge.

Signed:  John 9'Rifrden

Date: !&ﬁ, &zﬂadz,d!{ .

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY tsqa-@!l
BURO STAIRE HILEATA 1013-2'! f

NO. W.s. 7 i

Witness: ’gé;ﬂ ‘, édé

(John J. Daly)




