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© 1'jolned the Irish Volunteers in 1017 ®hen & -
.company was formed in my‘area. The cémpény was khnwn aé '
Y (Anabla) Company, Sth Battalion. Kerry Ho. 2 Brigade.i‘
) When tha company waa formed we had very 11ttle 1dea of
drill or military trnining but, like most men who were
,reared .ln the coum:ry. va had some knowledge of firaarms.

Most of us could usa a shotgun. T

The early days of the oompany vere devoted to -
‘gnining some knovledge of drill, and the first 1nc1dant
"fof dafiance of-Britiah rule was the,hoist;ng of:tpe
'Repnblican flog at Anabla School. Ve sent four of our
company to Renmare wood to cut & long pole. f‘ihe men were:
'Dan Kelly, Tom Scannell, Clement Cooper and Denia . -
MGaillicuﬂdy.. Thay 1eft for tha wood at midnight 1n a
pony cart and arrived home at five o'clock next morning.
bringing a pole eighteen feat 1ong. We secured the.flag'
to the pole anﬂ erected it in front of the school. +The
R.I C. called to the. school to ramove the flag anﬂ failed.
| anﬂ the flag z-emamaa flying all that yesr..

This incident mny ‘appear to be 8 small thing,but
whan we remember the conditions then existing and the poor
'national fealing in the’ country bafore 1916 1t looked very

i 1mportant to us and to BRTOUSS the peopla 1n nhe district.
l@-;_' We had our company'WBll organised when thé threat

,‘or <conscription came in 1918 and we commenced a- aeries of
o ~night parcheg to surrounding villages. .Cne night .We

' 'frmarchea to Scartaglin. a distance of about six miles. énﬂ‘



as we approached the. v!.llage the R.I1. c. prepared to defeng
the barracks fearing so attack, - '

On snothor occaai_.on we marched to Oreeveguilla, a
distance of f:lve 'mﬂ.es. '.ﬁe éai-i'ied"a rifle and 'aome'
. shotguns. .- When we ‘were Approachmg Graevegum.a we met
some of the local company (at Quam Cross) . under their
Captain, Den Cronm Dan Cronin advised us to dump our
'apms. We. left the .arms in uichael Hcﬁmicuddy's house
and qza.rc_had into the village, where we druled under the
eyes of the n.i.c.. wpo did‘ not. interfere, ' ’

When the threat of consoripuon ‘passed we contiuued
organising and we trained sn I. R.A. rn'e and drum band

!

_ Ear].y in 1919 Danis O'Sullivan. who up to t.hen had
- been’ our compw Captain, got into bad henlth and had to
reaign. "1 was appointed Cthnin. ' '

M; this t!.me an organiser named Thomﬁs Da.ly oalled
to our company and administered the -Oath .of Alleglence to
ou- members. Ve mmherea thirteen rhe open drming
waa sr.opped hnf. we, carrl.ad on quietly. ?Je wem collecting
all shotguns we could: get but we am not have to raid for
them. . : .

In’ the aummer of 1919 Michael Sp:l.m:).e from Killarney

came out -to us. He was en officer of the Killarney
_ Battalion. He broug;'ht' a prisoner hainad Thomas Halona
who was suapected of spying. we kept t.he pri.souer for
three weeks. lmt. f.h:a charga was dropped and lﬁa.lone wasg
" rglaased.

} In tha sumen of 1920 wa preparad to hold up lord.
‘Kenmarets gam-keepers at cooper's Cross and Gisarm. them.

but they 414 not turn up. ‘



on. the IOth .Tu]y. 1920, Dan Cronln. Capt.ain of .
Greeveguina Company. tolﬁ me’ I was wnnwd in Rat.hmore | ‘
on the. followmg aven:.ng for- nn ar.baek on t.he R, I. c. bamcks.
I left my. 8ren the next. aay at ahout Lors in the evening
' and travelled to- Rathmore along with Den:l.s Sullivan. ‘Jonn
E Kelly. John uoynihan and Jack Fleming. " Ehen we got. to o
Rathmore ther-e was ‘no one to meet ua and we proceeded c‘.own
t.hroush the village to the creamery. * We went to- the s!.de >
of the creapsry where:we met up with soma ‘others. We were
armed with shotguns I cannot say wno was in charge of
thg operation. - Kanus pioynnmq. Gaptazn of the Rathmore
-Cc::inpany,” appeared to have planhed the ‘at_;,t.ack. tmt ‘ea_dh,
~ group was under a &iféemht o-ffieei‘... . Now. for t’ha' attack,

/

Raf.hmore R.I.C. barracks was a t.wo atorey atone

' builﬂing. It waa built " gable to tha road with the front.
of the barraeks facing & rallway. ‘The wmdows were .

' protected 'by ateel shutters which 'hm not completely cover
_the window openings. In prepamt:ion t‘or the attack _
someona (I don't know who) had gone to the barracka after
dark and measurad. the height of . tlw ‘windows from the ground.
Four hofs similar to those ‘used by brioklayers were made. |
the hapdle being dong enough to reach from the. grounﬂ to the
windows,. In the hods darge bonbs with ti.me fuaes attached
were placed. and as the attack was Just about to begin

rour of -our msu, who had rezoved’ their boota. nmoved suent.ly-
in. towaras the front of the bamcks anpi hnving dighted the
fuses raised tha hods and tipped the bombs :I.nt;o the bamcks
through the spaee 1eft beween the winﬁow cpening and steol

shutter.

Another part of the operation wag taking plaae on t.he )
railway. An old4 cannon. which had been taken f‘rom Ross



Castle, had been loaded and placed on a railmay truck
-protected by eannbags. and tha truck was held in readiness
on the nailway out of view of the harracks. It vas
intenﬂad that ‘the bombs and the gun Would go off at the .

. samo time anﬂ nga us an opportunity of rushins the barracka.
. However, it did not work out like that., The truck found
the points on the railvay and could not he.movadAinto

| position before the attack ‘atarted, 'm'ém'eéent t’.ne
.exploding of the bombs started thinga and the’ harrack
garriaon opened up & heavy fire. Aa I stated, I waa armed
with a shotgun anﬂ was at the side of the craamery. and when
no braach ‘had: been mede . 1n the barracks our party did not
get 1nto acbian.- Tha atback was heaten off and we ware

‘ordered noms.

Sometime rounﬂ ths end of 1920 we triad to pravail
on motor -drivers to. cease driving on permits 1saned by the
British mllitary suthorities. = In orﬁer to give them an
axcuse tq aurrenﬁer thelr permitS'we held up a Kiilarney
’mptor‘arifér.;' He was driving e dentiat named Vesey {or Vese).
Ve took the car and although ve had no training we drova it
awey, but it went 1n aver- tha diteh at a. bad bend at Quarry
Crogs.. We had driven it about four milea. 1 was
accompanied on the job by Clement Cooper and Michsel Brosnan.
When thé-drtvgr got back to Killarney he reported the
hold-up to.the British militery and thsy sent three lorries
of ‘troops: efter tho ecar. . They loceted 1% over the ditch
at Quarry Cross anﬂ. thinking we were under the car. the
Britisn apraad out anﬁ approachad it with fixsd bayonets.

In November 1920 I was ordared to go to Scartaglin
to collect a rifle for the company. I gas accompan;ed by
Clement COOper_aqd ‘the rifle, wh&cn had coms from Dublin,



B.
was ha.ndad t.o me by f.he late Buwhrey lmrpny. o/c Karry No.
2 Brigade. '

.

:f " During the pertod- Hovember/necember 1920 we
were engaged raiding the mue. We ha].a up a train neap
Rathmors ani took t.he mns. After this re.id & man named
Andrew lloynihan. 8 VOlnnteer. was snot. hy ths Tans ag &
reprlsa:l.. -

| !. In Earch 1921 I was ordered to bring some of my

- compamr to a place knm asg "'I‘he Mar" It is near the
Cork-Kerry border. I brought c:l.ement cooper. . Denls
"Sullivnn. Jaok Flamng John Hoynihan. Mchnel Carroll
and Tim Kerrisk, On the lny one. of oy part'.y. Tim Kerriak.

-~ backed out and returnsd to hia homs; - .he gave no further

o sewice to the Irish Rapublica.n Aruy. I ahppose I ahoulﬂ
have taken stern- action against h:lm. tmt as we were a
Volunteer army anﬂ his faillure as & aoldier 4a1d not
epdanger any J.ife, I thqusht it. wall to- let -h:lm go.. :

When we got. to *The Buwar' we found the Kerry Ho. 2
Brigade o/¢C w:l.th a. lot of men from difrerant battalions,
toget.her with the North cork Column, I was told that
: Ganeral Strickmm was on a tour of Brit:lsh army posts
and it was the: mtent.:lon to ambush his part;y which, 1t was
-~ex;pectea. uoum pass "!rhe Bower*, We lay 1n ambush for
WO days but as no Br:ltiah party arr:l.vad we were ordered

home.
F ’ -. ) - ’ . " - - ’ - » - .l '

. . In.April 1921 a treining camp was held at Clydagh -

L vmejr. Ths eamp lasted a fort.night. asd we received

- tra:lning l.n arms. dr:.ll. first am etc.

N ; o When the eamp was “over we 2ot word to prepsre for a
big rounﬁ-up by the Brl.t.ish military. “Proops were being

i
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Britiah although they had thousands of troops’ employed.

assembled in Tralee, Klllarney, Castleisland and across

'thg COrk horﬂer around ulllstreet. uallnw and Macroom.

E .
It appearad to be their intention to gweep 1nto the hills
andvalong the c1ydagh Valley. .

Y At this-time tvo British Army deserters, who had been

I

held prisoner round the S5th Battalion area for some time,

wera moved into my conpany area. Thelr pames were. Jack

Stay and George hotley. Wnsn the rounﬂ up by the British

._wna ‘4mminent it was feared that it ths deserters fell 1nto

the nenis of the British they might give 1nrormation

- rLgarding the movemanzs and 1dent1ny of the men who had

guarded them. - They alao knew tha houses at which they had
been held. I nsard it stated at the tima thet . the Brigade
dfc. Humphrey Murphy, hed placed the responsibllity for the

: &afé éﬁstcdy or, if nsCessary, the ekecution of the dseserters
- on Humphrey O'Sullivan (Freedy). who was thén 0/C of the

5tb Battalion Kerry No. 2 Brigade.

v f Ths British were 1n position to commence the round-up
' énﬁ the night vefore At atarted the. tWo dasertara - Stay

anﬂ Hbtley - were shot 1n the cow houss attached to ths home
of Michasl noynihan in Lvratang. Kilcummin. Killarney.-
Thay were buried in a.bog naarby by

o . =~ yaelped them to-

P T . .-

load the'ramalna'on‘to a cart.

In tha apring of 19?1 we approachea ‘all the young
‘men in our area and asked them to join the Volunteers.
|They all Joined up. ‘

: S Aftar the round-up. which yielded nothlng to the

:we.gqt active again and I was-calged with members of my’
| company for prepared ambhahes'at Knéﬁkeépahone and Loughfuddan



auﬁphrey uurph§. Brlgadé-O/C. was in cnarge.f

In Juns 1921 1 was abked by the 0/C of a neighbouring

company (Lissavigeen) to take part 1n an attack on some
Britieh officers near Killarnay. It was. the practice

for soms of these officera to come ‘out én horsebaek from
,Ki&larnay for pleasura. Nothing wasAbeing done.about it
gq we sat‘qn ambush for thegi.- Word must have been conveyed
'ﬁé killarnh§ about our positibn because troops came out
from Killarnay and attampted to surrounﬁ us, but they
_s?arted their sweep ‘on the side of the road opposite our.

‘ position and we were able to 911p away.

.:  Just before ‘the truce I was engagad with Jeramiah
Murphy in sniping Rathmora R.I.C. barrnoks.- The job was:
_unﬂer the command of kanus Mbynihan. 0/C of the Battalion

|
'Column

-

i ﬁhen the truce nama e concentratad on- training
.Iispent a fbrtnight in Octobar 1921 at a battalion camp.
‘The camp was- held at John-Cronin'a. Tonreqnnmult.
JJLrémiah Kurpny, an.eberttish-soldiér, acted as .instructor

to ny eompany..' Both of these men were memhers of my o
‘company (Anabla) Durlng thie camp all the CQmpany 08ptains
‘_Jere prasent. along with an 1n3tructor from each company
) Tba camp was under the' Battalion Staff. ‘Wnen thﬁ camp
éinishsd the company ‘officers and 1nstruotora returned to

'their com@unies. Camps ware than.helﬂ in each company
- _Trea.' '

R 5 Aftar'thé‘céﬁp the brigade was-éaérganised.

é Company (Anabla) was tranaferred from the Sth to the lst
-%attalion. - 1 was appointed Qunrtermaster of the 1at
‘?attalipna_-.Pater Brown was appointed o/c; ?gﬂdy King,

1#ubrow;-?1ce'0/0;'¢3111 Crdﬁiﬁ; Battalion Adﬁutant;;
| . S i

i



In March 1922 we establiahed hattalion haadqunrters

|

|

"

-

, |
L |

v ' ‘atJMeredlth's of Currow anﬁ used the house as a barracks.

Frém that pariod we ware paid.4 ‘The Battalion staff ware

paid 88 captains and reoeivea £2 lh - 3 par week. ,
Th? Battalion Inamructor was paid as a Lieutenant and
recaived £2 - 7 -6 per week. I ag Quartermaater

ted as paymaster.

I . S . . K

|

{ . On the Leh an. 1922, 1 1eft for Begsara Bush angd .
was appointed Q/G Ro. Py Battalion unﬂer G.H. Q.
|

The arma held by A cOy (Anabla) from 1920 to the
't+uc9 consistea of 2 rifles and 5 or 6 shotguns. The arns
ware kept in & aump by Michael Carroll. Quartermaster.
The ‘Apabls Company ‘ares covered tha eastern nalf of the

| -
parish of Kilcummin

. . !

e - ..
s . |
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