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STATEMENT BY PATRICK REIDY,

Carrigerry, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare,

(formerly Adjutant, B/Company, 1st Battalion, Kid-
Clare Brigade,

"I was born on 2lith Jamuary 1896, at Carrigerry,
Newnmarket-on-Fergus:. I am married and, with my wife and
$hese children, reside on a farm of about 30 acres, I also
have regular employment as a Co. Councilk road overseer.

" When the Irish Volunteers were first. established in my

"own district I became a member., That occcurred about July,

1917, and from the begimning I held the post of ad jutant to
the: company which was Mmown as 'B' (Carrigerry) Company, lst
Battalion, East Clare Brigade.

I was asseciated with aXl the minor activities in which
my cémpany was involved such as drilling, colkecting arms,
road~blecking and dispatch carrying, and also took part in
the capture of Newmarket-on~Fergus R.I.C. Barracks on Sth
August. 1919, the ambush of a party of R.I.b, and Black and
Tans at Cratloe on 13th January 1921, and the shooting as
a spy of John Reilly, Newmarket, on 20th April 1921.

The capture of Newmarket-on-Fergus R.I.C. Barracks
was really sométhing in the nature of a gift from one of the
garrison - Constable Buckley, a native of Norih Kerry, who
was afterwards killed in that county during the Civil War.,
His sympathies were with the Sinn Fein movement and he had
made up his mind to resign from the R.I.C. but, before dcing
so, wanted to dossomething-tangible‘to-help in the: struggle
for national independence. Some time béfcre:the raid on the
Newmarket-on-Fergus Barracks I met him one evening while he
was out on patrol in my district and we.began.talking.
During the course of cohversation he mentioned how easy it

would he: to- capture the barracks and secure possession of



the: arms of the garrison: I passed on this information to: the
" company captain, Jim Brennan, and, whether or not 1t was as
a result of it that the Brigade 0/C., Michael Brennah, @ade
contact with Constable Buckley, I'm not able to say. I am
certain, however, that they did méet subsequently and arranged
plans which eventually ended in the capture of the barracks.

Actually, twé attempts were made before the barracks
was taken. On the fipst occasion it had to be abandoned
as a misunderstanding arose as to window which was to bé lef't
open by Constable Buckley so that the attackers could effect
an entrance without alarming the garrison. On the second
attempt everything went like clockwork,., With the exception
of the Brigade 0/C. and a couple of men whom he had prought
with him, all the Volunteers who took part belonged to the
1st Battalion. Scouts were: posted on all the: roads leading
from Newmarket- to guard against surprisé while the men
selected to form the party ;o go to the barracks met_at
the Convent Cross on the Limerick road about half a mile from
the vilisge. I was with this party and I‘cénnot now remember
whether I was armed or not, but I have a notion that, like
most of the rest of them, I had some kind of a revolver.

We assembled around 12 midnight and I was detailed to do. guare
at the barrack door while the rest went inside. My
instructions were to warn them if word came from any of the
,scouts that enemy cars or lorries were coming. Having
removeﬁ,our'boots WéAmade-a noiseless‘approachfhéaaeé by the
Brigade 0/C.

By prior afrangement with Constable Buckley, the frent
door of the barracks was on the latch and, lifting it !
cautiously, all the party were inside the building and up the
stairs in a couple of seconds. I stayed at the door and, as
far as T now remember, they were back again with the rifles,

revolvers and ammunition in a matter of minutes. Befare
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leaving some offiecial papers were also seized, but no injury
was done to any of the pelice and no damage was caused to
‘the building. I'm not ceriain whether we.got five or six
carbines in this raid, but I do know that the booty included
a goodly quantity of rifle ammunition, and also all the
police belis and batons.

Some of the po;ice carbines captured in the Newmarket—
on-Fergus, raid were gi&en by the Brigade 0/C. to the
Carrigerry Company, as I had one of them myself* at the
ambush which tock place in Gratl_.oe. Sean Marnane, Battalion
0/C., Jimmy Brennan, Florence §'Neill, Jim Hassett and Paddy
Quin were ameng the men from the lst Battalion wh0’£ook part
in. this operation.

About 10 o'clock on the previous night, thﬁ January
1921, we: were rowed in a boat provided by the Melnerney's of.
Saint Isle from Hastings Land in Tullyvarga to Cratloe
which we reached agpund 1l oteloek, anﬁ mwere billeted for the
night in Ned 35233&3*3 house in Cratloe, ‘Early next morning
we were joined by 20 or 25 more Volunteers under the Brigade
0/C., Micheel Brennan. While a good many of them were armed
with rifies, I can also_recélledt seeing some. of them
carrying shotguns: At about 6 o'clock we had. breakfast and
then marched a mike or so tb the place chosen for the attack.
I was assigned to the section which was detéiled to occupy
a house ¢wned by a man called McInerney and, with Paddy Quin
and Flérence OtNeill, took up bosition at the centre window
upsitairs, I cannot now give any Information regarding thef
other positions which were occupied on that morning.

& lorry of police was expéected to travel that day from
Limerick to Ennis but, as it hed not ‘put in an appearance
before 11 o*clock, the Brigade G/C: ga§e orders about that
hour to fire on any enemy lorry which caﬁe in either direct-

ien, from Limerick to Ennis, or vice versa. Around noon a
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lorry came very unexpectedly from Ennis econtalning nine -
or ten police and they were fired on: The diriver éséaped
and by accelerated speed he took his vehicle clear and
dashed into Limerick which was only about seven miles
away and was then heavily garrisoned by military and police
liberally equipped with fast transport. The 0/C.: decided
to get away from the scene of the attack as gquickly as
possible and, choosing a'routé‘across'tha Cratloe
mountains, the: party got safely into the Sixmilebridge
district where we remained until well after nightfall.

We wgre'then disbanded and, along with the other men from
the lst Battglicn, I got back into my own locality about
10 otclock that night.

I believe theré were two of the enemy killed in
Cratlee at least. One Qf them, an R.I;C.‘sergeant, fell
off the lorry and was dead on the roadras we were vacating
t‘he'. position. ;

The shooting qf John Reilly was carried out by order
of the: Brigsde 0/C: On the night of 18th April 1921, he
was leading a detachment of 35 or LO men from his own
brigade to assist the West Clare Brigade in.anAattack
on the British forees in Kilrush. The detachment covered
part oflthe:journey to Kilrush by boat, &fsembarking at
Rynanna. A number of the local I.R.A. were doing scout
duty and assisting in getting the boats ready under the
supervision of &k some of the officers of the Carrigerry
Company’ wiho included the lst‘Lieutenant, John.Moroney;
and myself. The Brigade O)Ca (Michael Brennan), before
going into the waiting boat, sént for the two of us and
said that John Reilly, Newmarket, was to be executed as a
spy and that he wanted the execution to be carried out
before his return from Kilrush: He further told us to try

and arrange to get a priest to attend Reilly before the
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exeﬁution, and when it was completed, to have a notice pinned
or tied to the body worded as follows:-
"SPY - EXECUTED BY THE I.R.A.
GETTING THEM AT IAST. BEWARE",.

On the following day we notified about 15 men to report
at Ballycar outside Newmarket that night a? 9 o'clock.
Arrangements were alsg made to keep Reilly's movements under
observation, and Father VWilliam Kennedy, then C.C. in .
Newmarket, was asked to be ready to give him spiritual
attention before he was shot. About 11 o'clock that night, mys-
myself and five or six others were admiited into Reilly's house
by his-wife. He was in bed at the time and he was ordered to
dress. - He was then led out along the Ballycar road and into
a byroad leading to Monafola. A quar%er of a mile up this
byroad he was met by Father Kennedy into whose.care he was
delivered, while the-escort retired someldistanée. A firing
party of seven or eight men had already been selected and
they were all arﬁed withr evolvers. I was not cone of the
firing party but with a couple of other Volunteers was put
on guard on the byroad about 20 yérds from where we had left.
our prisoner with the priest Qho, vhen he had performed his
duty, handed the prisoner over to the firing party. I saw the
prisoner going on his knees and then heard the shots which
caused him to fall backwards on the ground; The notice waé
then a ffixed to the body which we left lying on the roadside
ﬁntil it was removed next day by the police.

Réilly vas not a native of lNewmarket-on-Fergus. He had
no family and was a man who drank a good deal. Hewms also
known to be an ex~British soldier who mixed a good.deal in
the company of the Black and Tans sta_joned in Newmarket.

As a matter of fact, on the night on which he was shot, he
had spent some time drinking with a few of them in a local
publichouse. I have no knowledge whatever of the evidence

which the higher officers of the I.R.A. had which caused

orders t o be issued for his execution and ﬁy part iﬁ it was
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in compliance with the instructions given to me personally
by‘the Brigade Commandant. In ﬁairness to all concerned,
I should 1like to say that the unfortunate man faced the
-end 1n a brave and quiet manner and that as I was walking
by his side along the Ballycar road, he asked me what we
were going to do to him, but I did not make him ahything
the wiser. I can also r emember before he was shot some
talk going around that he was under suspicion and that he
was warned on a few occasions to cease his association

with the Black and Tans.

Signed: W M
" (Patrick Reeldy)
Date: . WslhNarch, 1965

Witness: mrﬂ/
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