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STATEMENT BY JALES DALY,

Kilquene, Barraduff,

Co. Kerry.

I Joined the Irish Volunteers on the reorganisation

following the Rising of 1915.

A Company was forired in my area in 1917. It was
known as 'C' (3ealnadeegz) Company, 5th Bettalion,

Kerry No. 2 Brigzde.

The first Captain was Thomas 0'Leary and lst Lieutenant

Michael P, Dernehy. VWe commenced training in a small way.

In 1918 the strength of the Company increased
and we cormenced organising vo fizht conscrigtion, Ve
organised the signing of the anti-conscripticn pledge
wiich was signed &t tne church doors 2nd toox a food census

11 the area,

Lrms were very scarce. e hed only a few shotguns
so we se&t about having pikes made by the local smith.
The members of the company collected ash handles for the
pikes. Caps for cartridges were collected from the

rilesmen on the reilwey.

In November or December 1918 I went to Waterford
with the Company Captain, Themas O'Leary, on orders from
the Battalion Officers. When we got to Waterford we
found we were pert of a large purty of Volunteers drafted
into Waterford to protect Sinn Féin meetings and voters
who were being attacked by mcbs who were being used by the

Redmondite party in an effort to cow Sinn Féin supporters.



Af'ter the 2lections we returned to our homes.

During 1919 we continued training and the question
of zrocuring arms was our mAain concern. We collected any
arms available in our ares, They consisted of a few
shotguns. At the same time we‘wéfe adopting a defiant a
attitude to the British authoritles by parading within

sight of the R.I.C. and marching to local sportd meetings.

In July 1919 after a sports' meeting atv which
British soldiers and R.I.C., were present, feeling ran high
and the soldiers and R.1.C. beat up some people. When
the British soldiers had left, myself and the Company
Captain, Tom Leary, decided to ambush three R.I.C. men
(a Sergeant and two constables) who were returning to
their barrecks at Rathmore. We had no time to get guns
so we attacked them with stones, injuring two of them
severely and smashing tneir bicycles. I was told after
the attack that the Sergeant had recognised one of the
attackers, and knowing who that was I kept out of his way
and slept in a bern for some time. Luckily the Sergeant
wes shifted to another area after a while and I was able

to sleep at home.

Early in 1920 Thomes C'Leary, who was Company Captain,
found employment in Cork City and left our area, An
election for new officers was held. I was elected Company
Captain, Michael Doherty lst Lieutenant, Tim Daly
2nd Lieutenznt, Francis 0'Donoghue Adjutant and Jchn

Kurphy Quartermaster.

I should mention here that when the Bealnadeega
Company was first formed I was in charge, but I stepped
down in favour of Thomas O'Leary who had resigned Irom the

R.I.C.



In Kay 192C 1t was pianned to rusn Ratnmore R.I.C.
barracks. There was a garrison of about six constables
and a sergeant. It was the practice for the R.I.C. men
on duty to sit or stand at the wall in front of the
barracks. A mission was on in Rathmore and it was our
intention to mingle with the crowd coming from the mission
past the barracks. On the evening selected, however, the
R.T.C. had gone back into the barracks before the people

came out of the church and the job was called off.

In July 1920 word came to our Company regarding a
proposed attack on Rathmore R.I.C. barracks. I went to
Rathmore for the attack and brought Michael Doherty, ist
Lieutenant, Timothy Daly, 2nd Lieutenant, Francis
O'Doncghue, Adjutant, John iurphy, Quertermaster, and
Volunteers Con Cahill, Giles Cooper, Micheel D. Dennely,
Michael T. O'Sullavan and John Cooper. There was no
agreed method of attack. Con O'lLeary, who was Brigade
Quartermaster Kerry No. 2 Brigade, had got an old gun
from Ross Castle, and having loaded it with some explosilve
his idea was to bring the gun on a railway truck along the
railway wnlch ran opposite the front of the barrack and
tlow an the front oi the barracks. Con Morley, who canme
over from North Cork for the attack, was tenking on
spraying the barracks vith paraffin, using a line of hose

and settinz the barracks alight with >ighted torches.

M1. Dennehy, wno was Adjutant of the 5th Battalion,
Kerry No. 2 Brigade at that time, had prepared four hods
witn long handles in which large bombs had been placed,
and his idea was to tip the bombs out of the hods through an
opening in the barrack ®indows btetween the windows and the

shutters.
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The group 1 was with assembled at Hassett's Corner
near the barracks and at this time I was not fully aware
of the different plans for the attack. Thile waiting at
Hassett's Corner I noticed Kl. Dennshy, Battalion Adjutant,
1. Daly, Battalion Quartermaster, and ianus ioyninan,
Cartain of 'E!' or Rathmore Company, removing tn2ir boots.
They had four hods with bombs in them and tney seemed
disappoint=d that the mzn who was to carry tne feourth had
funked it. I volunteered to take his place, and taxing
off my boots I carried the nhod and borb near to tue gable
of the barracks. ill, Dennehy then szid 1t would be wisér
for me not to try to get near the front of the barracks.
The others had studied the barrack yard and surroundings
and knew the line of the land and I did not. In fact
my Company Lieutenrant, Il. Dennehy, who Was & carpenter,
had helped the Battalion Adjutant in taking measurements
of the heisht of the barrack windows some nights previously.

This was for the malking of hods.

When I could not carry the hod I was returning to
Hassett's Corner as. the bombs exploded and tne fignt was
on. The gun which was to fire at the barracks did not
zet 1nto position bscauss the truck had fouled the crossing
peints on the line. The fignt went on but very few of the
attacking party got into actiron. We were mostly armed
with shnotguns and the R.I.C. garrison were well armed.

We withdrew after some time &nd the barracks rerained

occupied by the enemy untal after tne truce.

In between Jobs I was sleeping in a dug-out under
a8 barn and kept my Company active by blocking roads.
The Compeny had aiso the handling of the mails taken in
rai1ds on Headford junction. We had a regular crowd in

our Company area censoring mails. With myself there was



Tim Daly, John kurphy, John O'Connor, Daniel Murphy, Giles
Cooper, Freedy O'Sullivan, Battalion 0/C, Con koynihan,
Battalion Adjutant, Denis O'Sullivan, Captain B Company,
Tim Riordan, Lisutenant B. Company, Peter 0'Sullivan end
Denis Cronin. Anything of a suspicious nature was teken

by the Battelion Adjutant.

We raided the railway tool house for tools for
demolition purposes, took caps of telegraph poles for making
mines and we also took science apparatus from the local
schoolhouse. The apparatus was usad to weigh stuff for

explosives,

The lst Lileutenant of ny Company resigned; he was

Kichael Doherty and he was replaced by lil. D. Dennehy.

During the latter part of 1920 and early 1921
we adopted 2 plan of digging over the surface of the roads
to give the impression to the enemy that mines had been

laia. This slowed up enemy movements.

arly in March 1921 I was ordered to proceed to the
"Bower" which 1s on the main road between Barraduff and
Rathmore. A large ambush had been prepared for a British
lorry convov. liines had been laid and there was a
Totchkiss gun manned by Bill Koylan. Tne Job was & joint
effort by the North Cork Column under Sean lMoylan
and the Ksrry Nlo. 2 Brigede under Humphrey Murbhy.

#e lay 1in ambush on ths 3rd and lith MHarch.

The members of my Corpany at the "Bower" were
myself, Ml. D. Denneny, Tim Daly, Francis C'"Donoghue,
1. P. Dennehy, kl. Doherty, Con Cahill, Giles Cooper,

Maurice Reen,. lMichazl Houlihan and Thomas O'Leary.

On the Lth March, 1921, fearing information might
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have reached the British military garrison regardaing our
pos ition at the "Bower", Sefn Moylan and Humphrey Murphy
had 2 conversation with me and it was decided to get in
touch with our intelligence officer in Killarney. A
despatch was prepared and I sent Ml. Doherty to Killarney
with 1t. ¥hen hs returned with the reply, which he gave
to the Brigade CG/C, the inform2tion it contained caused
the officers such concern that it was decided to abandon
the vosition at the "Bowsr!. I d1d4 not see the contents

of the reply.

The Nortn Cork Column and sore of the Kerry No. 2
off:cers and :ren crossed the county border into Cork
and took up a new ambush position at Clonbanin. I was

not brought tc Clonbanin and returnsd to my own area.

I went into training at Clydagn and at Loo Bridge
tut I was always avarlable in my own Company area, which
w435 used as a hide-out for prisoners. Military stores
which were capturead in a raid on Headford junction

were also in our keeping.

On tne 19th March, 1921, I was sleeping in the dug-out
under the barn and some time after midnight I was called
by my sister, who informed me that the Kerry No. 2 Brigade
Column hed arrived at Kilgquane bringing two British
soidiers as nrisoners with them. As the local Company
Captain I was made responsible for billeting and protecting
the columrn. I movilised the local Company, and after
billetineg the column I placed double sentries on all roaids

in the aresa.

On the evening of the 20th March a suspected spy

was brought to the column by the 0/C of the 5th Battalion



and some mewbers of 'B' (Barraduff) Company. Some
interrogation of the spy tcok place that night. The
Column 0/C, Dan Allmap (R.I.P.),was nct nappy about tne
position of the Column at Kilguane. It was too near the
main rcad and he decided to move the Coluan to Gortdarrig
vhieh is near the foot of the Paps mountains. I went with
tne Column and, havine arrenged billets, tlaced fresh

sentries. T stayed with the column at Gortdarrig.

On the next day (21st Earch, 1921) at about ncon
Con Moynihan, Adjutant 5th Battalion, arrived and informed
the Column 0/C, Dan Allman, that a party of Bratish trocps
had travelled from Killarney to Eenmare con the morring
train and would, as usual, come back on the evening train

due at. Headford junction a2t 3.15 p.m.

The Colusm 0/C, Dan Allman, had a conference with
Thomas HcBEilistram, his sccond in commz2nd, and toey
decided to attack the Britash party at Headford junciion.
Headford junction is on the main Maliow to Killarmey
line, the junctiorn bveing formed by the feadfori-Kenmuare

line which terminates at Hezdford.’

Then the decision to attack the British was made
the column, which was 3C strong, was divided into four
sections as followxs: Ho. 1 Sectzion uvnder Jack Cronin
(R.I.P.), No. 2 Section under Denis Sullivan (now in U.S.A.),
1

Wo. % Section under Jjames Coffey, Mo. i Section under John

Flynn, Bonare.

I was called zside by Dan Ailman and Thomas MacEllistrin
and asked to get four men from my Company armed with
shotguns to teke part in the attack. I sent word at once

to Liicnael Doherty, Lisnagrove, Giles Cooper, Droum, ard



Cornelius Canill, Zortdarrig. They arraived without delay.
The 0/C of the Gth Battalion, Humphrey (Freeiy) Sullivan
arrived also. Thile waiting toc move off to Headford

Dan Allman told me to get two extra men with shotguns as

he expected some close gquarter fighting. I sent word

at once to my brother, Lieut. Tim Daly, and to my Company
Quartermaster, John J. lurphy, to gst themselves armed
with single barrel shotguns (there wes no other type of gun
aveilable) and to meet us at Droum on the way to Headford.
It was not their fault thet they were unable to get to

Droum in time to meet us.

Some of our shnotguns, which were seldom used, vere
dumped in a dry cave at the foot of the Signal Fire
mountain. 7ihen my brother, Tim Daly, went to tne
Volunteer (Denis D.T. Doncghue) who knew where the guns
were, he learned that Donognue was delng some gardening
for the Stationmaster, Jerry Walsh, at Headford.
Proceeding to Headford on a bicycle he, Tim Daly, collected
Donoghue and returned with him to Signal Fire mountain
over a high bad road against a strong Wind. Hav1ng'
secured the best of the guns he made off for Headford as
quickly &s possible accompenied by John Murphy. When
approaching the station they heard firing. The fight
nad started and they were unable to get close enough to
taxe part, but they stood bty and after the fignt acted as

guides to the members of the colurn returning fromn Headford.

The column moved off for Headford end before.
leaving we tied up the suspected spy and the two British
Army prison2rs and lsft some of the local Company to
guard ther. e travelled at a brisk pace. The distance
from Sortdarrig to Headford is between 2 and L miles.

The day was cold.
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On reackinzg Droum the columin was halied as 1t seemed

that we would arrive at Headford too soon. There vwas a
danger tnet word of ovr presence would reach tha British
military. This was our greatest worry. We rested at
Droum for about ten minutes and halted egain briefly just
outside Headford station. Dan Allman, Coluan O/C, and
Thomas JcEllistrim examined the position and orders

were given to shift some wagons so that we would have a

clear field of fire cn to the platforms,

While the wagons were being shifted s quick order
was given to get into position as the train carrying the
Britash military fromn Kenmere was ccnming. The train
drew into the station. ° The platform at which the train
steopred was between the Kermare sidinz and the main
kallow-Killarney line, and in ordser to reach the
Killarney platform it is necessary for passengers to cross
the line by an overhead footbridge. The Bratish military
should have left the train and assembled on the platferm
before proceeding across the footbridge. That was the

moment for the ettack.

In the confusion of the shifting of the wagons
and the hurry of teaking up positions, the Column 0/C,
Dan Allmean, had rushed into a lavatory on the Kenmare
platform. A socldier who had jumped off the train went

intc the lavatory, vhere hs was snot by Dan Allmen.

In the meantime and just &s the train was arriving,
I, with Giles Cooper, under Jonn Cronin, Ballymacelligott
Sectaron Leadar, took up vosition at the northern
embankment which ran along by the Killarney platform.
Charlie Connor, Greeveguilla, (known as Charlie Jonhnston)

was near us. Ve just picked out the best positions we
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could as the dyxe or trench outside the embeankment was
ruch deeper than it is now. It was a good cover position
but difficult for firing purposes. e pulled some grass
and moss to make a bed for the guns as the train arrived.

Ve vere at a range of zbout 20 or 2% vards.

We heard the shot Dan Allman fired in shwootangz the
soldier in the lavatory and it puzzlad us as the soldiers
nad not started to move for the Killarney platform as wsas
cxpected. Nobody =waited for further orders and it was
proper bedlam for & time, There were clvilian passengers
on the train, with women screaming, bullets whining,
wounded secldiers and caviliens grozning The British
military were caught by fire from every dirsction.

Our men had occupied the Stationmaster's house which
overlooked the Kenmare platform. Den Allmen and some
others were lying on the Kenmare platform firing point
blank at the British. A party were firing from the
erbanxment opposite the Kenrare platforn. A party were
firing from the buffer ramp at the end of the Kenmere line

and their fire swept straignt along the Kenmare platfornm.

The Bratish put up a sLiff faignht. Some of them
sought cover but tney had no chance. Ons of the men
near me moved closer and told m= that one of ocur men, Jim
Bailey, had been killed. Shortly after that I noticed
that a couple of our secticns had left thelr posxtions.

I 314 rot hear ard I do not believe any orders were given

to retreat.

Fire bzscame desultory &nd after a woils some men
of our section moved off. lost of the British hud bteen
killed or wournded and we expected the survivors to

surrender any minute. I was waiting in the hope that we
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rould take the Vickers gun ithick the B

to the Paps Houatezan. Ky comrade, Gils

w

Cooper, had stiil

held on w¥with me. N

Calis tc the British survivors to surrendsr being
of no avzil, our Secticn leader, Jack Cronin, cem2 Lo [E

and giving me his Webley ravolver told me he was goling to

413

recover Jim Bailey's rifle and ammuaition. Having gnt

1

them he retornsd to e 2nd we decided to leave, Th

@

Column O/C, Dan Allmar, hed been killed just before thas.

Te had no knowledge of the men on the side of the line

loath to leave. Jack Cronan gave e Jim EBziley's rifle
and ammunitiomn. Still loath to leave we moved from

our position at the embankment to tae gates at twe level
crossing on the eastern side of the station and took up

a fresh position, but not being able to see or contact
any of our comrades we decided tvo retire,. After

movang off a short distance north east we saw tne Eallow-
Killarney train approach and rull up short of the station.
This trein was carrying a2 party of British troops wno

had apparertly heard the shootang, because an officer
left the trein and boarded the engins. The trein then

moved 1ntoe the station.

Hy aunt, Hrs. Ignatius Q0'Leary, lived in a tve

o
storey house vorderinz tne road leading soutn from the
station, and she informed me lster that one of the coluun,

Dan Patsy Sullavan, hed entered her house when tne

Killarney

L'ajlow train mes approaching a2nd toox up &
position at an upstalirs window. Te opened fire on tne
officer wno h2d boarded the engine. The officer dropped

off the engine and Dan Patsy thougnht he had sheot him.
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The range wzs apout 1C0 yards. I caanot vouch for the
claim that the officer was hit. Dan Patsy was fron

Morley's Bridze,

¥le retired to the south east of Headford and after
sourneying some distaice we turned south in an eifort to
get to tne snelter of the friendly hills. We got Lo Dan
Tow Donozhue's neur Toxen Fire mountain, 2ad nearly all
our comfades Joined us there bpefore night. We moved on to
Gortdarrig and then to Snrone. We vere crestfallen and
sad. Two of our comrades viere dead. Most of our
armunition was gone and there was no likeliinood of the
British giving us an eariy chance to replealsh our stores

by captares.

After a snort rest at Shrone, Thomas MacXilistraim,
wno had taken command on the death of Dan Allmarn, asked me
to get someone with me and go back to Headford stztion
and search for any guns or ammunition whach might have
been left behind by the Bratisn. I zot G1les Cocper
and we went back to the station, but althougihh we made a
wide search we get nothing. The bodies of our dead
comrades nad been removed by the Bratish and we heard
that the 3ritash had lost about 20 cr 21 either xilled or

wounded,

fIe. arrived back at Shrone late trhat night. I
would have siept on hackles as I had herdly any sleep the
tWwo previous nights. The next day I got some men from my
ovn Company and we carried mines and equipment to the

Clydagh Valley.

Thopmas C'leary, who had previously gone to Cork,
returned to our Company area and I went with him to tap

talegrapn wires. Wnzle doing thils We narrowly avoiled
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capture whes the British came on us, but luckily ve

escaped.

Lfger the Yeadford ettack plans were mnade to attacx
a train on which four British officers wesre rezorted to be
travelling. he cttack was plaansd to take pliace at
Quargmire railway bridzge, and we had a lins of signellers
from He«dford junction to thes bridge to warn us 1Y the
olf'ficers were on the train. Jerry Kennedy, the Eattaiion

Vice 0/C, vas 1n cnerge, but notning happened as tne

officers vere not reported ac travellingz.

We were mobilassd at Barraduff (I cm not sure of
the date) in ths lete spring of 1321 for an attack on soume
enery lorries, but nothing shoWed up. Tne attack '4s

nlanned for Carragien or Bullasgh. The road betwicen
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Xillarney and

About april or kay I di1d u forced march at nignt ©o
Loo Bradze alonz with men of the Glenflesk ('D') Company
with the object of attzciking British military travellinz

1

by train, but the jJjob fell throuzn.

We then laid an zmbusn at the "Bewer" for a cycle

patrol. We spsnt the niznt in position witnout resuvlt.

Following the disbandment of %

Sattelion Column for our battalion
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area, 5th Battelion, Kerry Ho. 2 Brigade, were set up at

Loo Bridge ard Clydagn. After training the Battalion
Colun was formed. ¥en were drawr fror different Coupaniles.
The follotinz men Wera drawn from my Company (Seelnzdeeza):

myself, ¥Ml. D. Deznshy, 1st Lt.; Timothy Dely, 2nd Lt.;

o



Thomas O'Leary and Francis Donoghue. Efter several
2ttempts at prepared ambushes we sniped Rathmore R.I.C.
barrecks. The next job I remsmber was in the vallegze
of Rathmors wren we rushed a public-house and captured a

British soldier.

The Battalion Column was disbanded about the
peginning of June 1921 2né zll the men Were sent back %
Thair oWn arees. The Colwm men were recalled in a
counle of Jdays. The Braitish military nad commenced
praparations for 2 biz round-up of the Kerry hills.,

The British Forces started closing in over a wide area.

Troops were drawn from Limerick, Tralse, Killarney and

J

killstreet. We got word of the British preparations and
were preparing to evade the British net. The nformation

came to us from Brigade headguarters.

Two Britaish scoldiers named Stay and Motley had been
held prisoners in our battalion area for some time. They
nad bLeen passed around between iLhe different companies and
had got to know the arez very well, I was informed by my
Battalion 0/C that he had received instructions from the
Brigade O/C that the two British Army men were to be shot.
None of our men was anxious to do the shooting; we had
zot to Know the prisconers and «lihough they had many
chances they had never made an attezpt to escape,

’

The nizght before the British started the round-up
(Ltn June, 1921) a crisis arose regarding the deserters.
There was 4 danger that the deserters weuld fall into the

eople and they cculd make thangs very

o
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hends of their

2
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Axfficuit For us ~ith all the knovledge they had sained.
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At this taime tne pri in Anabla Conmpany

area and on the nignt of the Lth June, 1721, they viere
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shot in the cow-house adjoining the house of Hichael
Moynihan, Lyrataug, Kilcummin, Killarney. I wes not

present 2t the snooting.

£11 our men evaded the British rounda-up, buil on
the farst morning as the Bratish approached Snroneg-
mountain twe civilians, fearing arrest, ettempted to get
away to the hills, but the British soldiers saw them
and op=ned faire, kiiling the t¥o civilians. The two

civiliens viers John Dennehy, Redrinagh, Headford, and

Con Moynihan, Shronmore, Rathmors.

During tne round-up the Battalion Column nud
digpersed, but when the rcund-un {finisned znd ths British
moved off we got togetner agaein and thne Brigade o/C,
Aumpnrey Murphy, organised two ambush positions, cne at
Knoclkeenahcne and «notaner at Loughfouder. No conflict

tock place.

In the case cf the nrepared ambush &t Loughfouder
the Brigade officers had received informatlion that enemy
forces would travel by Knocknagos.ael te Brosna to pay

the garraison there, but whatever heppened wren the eneny

in two or three lorries got to Knocknagoshel they turned

and mads baclkk to Castleisland post-haste.

After btre truoce We concentrated on training

as our senior officers seemecd to expect & renewal of the

Signed:)-wwﬂ/d wé'/'
(James Daly)

Date: 9‘_" et r?.n’

Titness: cyh—wurﬂ'(James J. 0'Connor)
(Inzﬁgtig¢tor)
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faignht i1n a short time.




