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I remember the night. of the Jth September,_lggd_' ) -

Ambngst some visitors in my house that evening was Dr. Dillom,
Profeesor of Chemistry in University College Galway.' He went

to the Station to purchase & paper 1h order that wepmight learn

the condition of the late Terence Mesweeney on hunger
ol /By 4)1«514.» »L-aw MZM
‘W@mméﬂm e

When he returned hls story waa that when the’ train arrived
several peOple ruahed towards the carriagée from which the’ papere
were being takan but that a Black and Tan named crumb drew his
‘. revolver as if %:‘:fought chpMded t 122:;2 croL‘d were

ruahing on him. Seag Turke Jumped on Grumb's back and Crumb
had the revolve;;practically pointed at Turke's chest when an~
other Volunteer ghot Crumb and_killed him outrightJ

I wab”ver& upaet“about this'occurrénoe bécause;a'féw days
before in Lisdoonvarna, Divislonal iﬁépeétbffouisé}
' Hotel

/ apoke to me after dinner

who' with
“Iht's Wife was dining at Thomond Hease
and 'sald to me "What ' do’ you think of the verdict of the ‘shoot=
1ng“ I Baid "What Verdict",: He sald *Ohl they found=wilfu1
murder“ Thia rererred to the shooting of a Policeman at the
Railway Bridge at Merlin Park.- I sald "Who were on:the_Jury".
He said ?I do not_know"; T sald "iWas;ao'dnd 80 an&.ﬁo and so
and he sald "T think they were", T said "If that was the kind
of Jury nobody would pay the amalleat attention to the ‘verdict®,
He then aaid "Isn't thia murder an awrul thing" Iiaaid itg

it murder? Are not the ReT.Cs the eye's and ears of the English
Government“ He sald "They are" I laid "Ty other: words are
‘not they the ppies of theé English Government and uhat‘happens

ia 8py in any country?“ "His anlwer waa *now T ‘want to.fbll you
something My men came to me in a body and gaid gﬁey would no
1onger do thie dirty work' Iéiigg "I agreed with?them but
that’ lt was too big a subject for one barrack ard that they B
ought to eircularise all the barracks in Ireland and they could
see T wae atltheir backs", I Wrote a' 1etter to George Nicholls

Solicitor,*dalway'that evening and gabe him the’ fulﬂ-gist of
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being held. T asked him had he those.instructions in writing.
. ]
He said "No". I then informed him that we cared nothing for

his 1netructi0ns, we were golng on with the enquiry, that-even
Des : . . : |

A ' .
| under Dorg an Order had-to be in writing. He said%"I'believe

I haveftperright to stop thls enqulry and I have tﬁe power".
I said'ﬁWeldo not care about your rights or your powers".
Fr. Considine then appealed to me and pointed out.ﬁhat the plac
was aorrcunded and there was danger that 1f an GHQﬁity went -on
some of the people including ladlee might be injuréd. I seid
T would be,guideq by him. . He sald "I am not dict%ting, I am
merely makiln 'a suggestion". T sald I would be guihed by hils
auggeation.‘&14u’ then requested to ask the peOplelpresent to
disperse and T .addressed those present in the following worde.
"Ladles and Gentlemen, the people of Gelway wanted a full,
frank and open enquiry into the _murder. of tﬁg Citizena by the
 ReT.C. and Black and Tanse. The latter have funked the enquliry
and have got an order. to eupreee it".JwCruice then ehouted
"I will not have that, call in the men" - Fr. Conaidine again
appealed to me to ask the. peOple to diaperee and I eaid "I now
aek you to disperse quietly“ The peOple got up and left.
Padraig O'Connalre who sat on a high seat at the back of the

hall  jumped off his seat and ea T was passing out he.ehook me

by the hand and sald “iudgment has gone by Defaglt"i

‘When T.1left the hall.Mr. #1% of the"Gelway Express" was
walting for me. I ‘gave him a report of what I inteAded to say'
ard in which T referred to the Statement of District Inepector
Smith gt Listowel and went on to say that this policy was now
being carried .out_in Gaiway and. other placesg. .I referred part~
icularliy to what Smith sald "TIf you see.a man. crossing e field
shoot him.I If you see-a man walking with hands in pockets
shoot him. You will-not‘be held accountable for enything you
dof.. | E ;
The following Friday Night the "Expreee.Offiée"lwaa wreck;
ed to such an extent that the papers could not be publiehed

afterwards. On the same night my house and Officea were bombed

The bomos thrown into my house d1d not do as much damage as
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was intended so a week afterwards the Black and Ta;s and
Auxﬁliarj'came back and étble'practicallj évefy£hi£g of value
in the house, took all the papera they ‘could gather from the
Office and threw them into the Btreet ao that the Square from
the South aide to the North was 11ttered with papera, practic—
ally all of which were retrieved by good neignbourg and given

. , o
back to me. ‘ :

After the date of the enquiry I could not stay in my own-
house but I was accommodated by Mr. Michael Allen, 801101tor,
Galway who &also eheltered others and who had a houae from whicl
there wag a gecret passage through which an eacape!could be
made. Numbeous Galway citizene could not sleep 1n thelr
houses at that time and even certain lad'es had to leave their.
houses at night for example - Mige Nally of my Off}oe, Mies
Keane of Dominick Street, now Mrs. E. Browne and ahveral other:
whose names T cannot now recalls” . * .~ . - . _J

T knew Fr. Griffin Very well. He often éiéiﬂed_me and T
bellieve he was the best Gael in Galway. He spokgéIriah
beautifully and his entire sympathy was with the ﬁolunteers.
The late Fr. O'Meehan Was also a tower of strengtﬁ to the
movement as was both Fr. 0'Kelly of Knock and Fr. hanafield
O.S.A. who 18 agaln back in Galway and one of the bravest men
in Treland. I do not know the exact place at whiéh Fr. Griffi
was shot but I belleve it occurred at Taylor's Hill where the
Auxillary resided in Col, O'Hara's house nov océupied by the
Sisters of Mercy, because that night a bullet went through
the window of the Dominican Convent, Taylor's Hilﬂ. Nex%t
day some of the Auxillary ca;led, asked for, and Jere glven
the bullet. | |

On the first night of my return to the Officé there was
a cross on my door, a simllar cross had been put én the
doors of the late Michael Walsh, who was killed by the Black
ard Tans at the Spanish Arch and anothef on the d;oég of

Fr. Griffin and Fr. Meehan. Shots were fired into my Office
. I
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I rémember-the night of- the 9th Septemberé 1920,
Amongst some visitors in my house that evening w&s Dr.
Dillon, Professor of Chemistry in University Cbiiege, Galway.
He went to the Station to purchase: & paper in oréer that we
might learn the condition of the late Terence Mc#weeney
then on hunger-strike. The cther visitors in tﬂe house were
Mr. &nd Mrs. Seén Concannén. Revd. Dr. Cotter &n& Mrs. King

of U.S5.4, and Mrs. Dillon.

When he returned his story was: that when ﬁhe train
arrived several people rushed towards the c&rriaée from which
the papers were being taken but that a Black &nd;Tan named
Crumb drew his revolver as if he thought or pret%nded that
the crowd were Tushing on him. Crumdb pointed h%s revolver
at a Volunteer. Se&n Turke jumped on Crumb's chk and
Crumb had the revolver practically pointed at Tuﬁke's chest

when another Volunteer shot Crumb and killed himioutrignt.

.
I was very upset about this 6ccurrencelbechuse 8

few days before in Lisdoonvarna, Divisional Inspe?tor Cruise

who with his; wife was dining at Thomond House Hot?l

spoke to me after dinner and said to me: "What do &ou think

of the.verdict of the shooting"? I said "What vérdict"?

He said "Oh! they found wilful murder®. This referred

to the shooting of a Policeman at the Bailway_Bri?ge at

Merlin Park. I said "Who were on the Jury"? H? said

"I do not know™, I said "Was so and so and so ahd so"

and he said ™I think they were", I said “If tha%,was the

kind of Jury nobody would pay the smallest attention to the

verdict®, He then said "Isn'"t this murder an aw%ul thing".

I said *Is it murder? Are not the R.I.C. the eygs;and ears .

of the English Government'. He said “They are®,'

1

I said
"In other words are not they the spies of the English
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Government and what happens & spy in any countryﬁ?= Hiss
anwer was "now I want to tell you sahething. Mﬁ men c ame
to me in @ body and said-they would no longer doithis.dirty
work ‘. I said T agreed with them but that it wés too big
a subject for one barrack and that they ought togcircularise
all the barracks in Ireland and they could see I ﬁas at
their backs®™, I wrote a letter to George Nichoﬂls, Solicitor
Galway, that evening and gave him the full gist 4f the
conversation and said I hoped that nothing wouldioccur that
would injure the relations that might come from ;uch action.
The occurrence at the Rallway Station therefore,ion the
evening of the 9th disturbed me very much and 1t:occurred
to me that it was done possibly in order to ginge% up the
R.E.C. into hostile action. E
!

I was informed by a School Teacher subsequpntly that
on that very night Crumb had drawn a revolver on him and
that after & struggle the teacher got away, It %ould
appear therefore that Crumb's idea ﬁasato cause &

disturbance.

. !

The effect of the shooting was: very bad. . The R.I.C.
and Black and Tans went to the house of Mr. J&mesiQuirke, a.
Corkman employed in the Jewellery Establishment o? a Mr.
O'Donovan of Galway. They brought him down to the docks,
surrounded him and poured lead into his body. J%mes Quilrke
was attended by the late Fr, Griffin who was afte%wards
shot by the Black and Tans, and died about three éours later
in great a&gony. On that same_night they took ou% Mr.
John Broderick arnd Mr, Joseph Cummins, put them aéainst a
wall, fired several shots at them and they each f%ll in turn.
The Tans left belleving they had killed the men bﬁt'they
both survived. The same thing happened to & Medical Student

who was: afterwards Medical Officer in Moycullen, Qb. Galway,



and who has since died.

After those shootingé some Citizens met, decided to
hold an enquiry into the shooting of Galway Citizens by the
Black and Tans and Auxiliaries, and they'appointéd me as |
Solicitor for the Citizens. Notice: of this enqéiry was
posted on the walls at Galway and a copy sent tozeach of the
District Inspectors of the R.I.C. The enquiry é&s held at
the Town Hall on the day of . The pe&ple
appointed to hold the enquiry were Father, afterﬁards
Monsignor Considine, John Conroy, Solicitor and Cbroner,
Professor Tom Dillon and Tom Rgy, an ex R.I.C. | |
Before tpat enguiry opened’ the Town Hall was surrounded by
Black and Tans and R.I.C. Divisional Inspector bruise
R.I.C. pame,iﬁto the building and informed me tha@ he had
been to Renmore Military Barracks and got instruc%ions to
prevent the enquiry being held. I asked him had:he those
instructions in writing. He said FNQ“ I then;informed
him that wé cared nothing for his instructions, we were
going on with the enguiry, that even/gngeé.a. an Order had
to be in writing. Re said "I believe T have the?right to
stop this enquiry and I have the power®, I said!ﬂﬂe do
not care about your rights or your powerst, Fr.iCbnsidine
then appealed to me and pointed out that the placé was
surrounded and there wés:danger that if an enquirf went on
some of the people inciuding ladies might be.injufed. I
said I would be guided ﬁy him, He sald "I am no% dictating,
I am merely making a suggestion®, . I said I woul& be guided
by his=suggestion. At his request I was then reQuested to

ask the: people present to disperse and 1 addreSSed those

present in the following words:
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" Ladies and Centlemen, the people of Galway wanted
a. full, frank and open enquiry intoc the murdeé.of its
Citizens by the R.I.C, and Black and Tans. fhe latter
have funked the enquiry and have got an order;to suppress
it*, Cruise then shouted "I will not have that, call in
the men", Fr., Considine again appealed to mé to ask
the people to disperse and T said "I now ask fou to
disperse quietly". The people got up and left.
Padralg O'Connaire who sat on a high seat at éhe back
éf the hall jumped off his seat and as I was éassing out
he shook me by the hand and said “Judgmenﬁ haé gone by

Defaunlth, ;

When I left the hall Mr. Nix of the “Gaiway
Express" was waiting for me. I gave him a report of
what I intended to say and in which I referre& to the
Statement of Distriét Inspector Smith at Listo%el and
mentlon to say that this polilcey was now being #arried
out in Galway and other places. I referred p?rticularly
to what Smith said "If you see a man crossing é field,
shoot him. If you see a man walking with hanés in

pockets shoot him. You will not be held acco?nt&ble
) |

for anything you do™,.

The following Friday night the “Express!Office”
was: wrecked to such an extent that the: papers éould not
" be published afterwards. On the same night m& house
‘and offices were bombed. The bombs thfown inéo my
house: did not do as much damage as was 1ntendeé SO a
week afterwards the Black and Tens and Auxiliaéy came
back and stole practically everything of value in the
house, took all the papers they could gather ffom.the

office and threw them into the street so that the Square
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from the south side to the north was litterediwith papers,
practically all of which were retrieved by go?d

: |
neighbours and given back to me. !

After. the date of the enquiry I could ﬁot stay in
my own house but I was accommodated by Mr. Miéhael Allen,
Solicitor, Galway, who also sheltered others %nd who
had & house from which there was & secret p&s%&ge
through which an escape could be made. Numefous Galway
citizens could not sleep: in thelr houses at tAat time
and even certain ladies had to leave their hogses at
night for example - Miss Nally of my office, ﬁiss Keane
of Dominick St., now Mrs. E. Browne: and sever%l others:

: [
whose names I cannot now recall. t

I knew Fr. Griffin very well, He oftén visited
me and I believe he was; the best Gael in Galw%y. He
spoke Irish beautifully and his entire sympatﬂy was with
the Volunteers, The late Fr., O"Meehan was:aﬂso a

tower of strength to the movement as was both?Fr.

0'Kelly of Knock and Fr., Mansfield 0.S.A. who is again

back in Galway and one of the bravest men in freland.
|

I do not know the exact place at which Fr. Gr%ffin was

shot but I believe it occurred at Taylor's Hiﬂl where

the Auxiliary resided in Col. 0'Hara's: house qOW

occupled by the Sisters of lercy, because that?night a
bullet went through the window of the Démic&n bonvent,
Taylor's Hill. Next day some of the Auxiliar& called,

asked for, and were given the bullet. i

i
On the first night of my return to the office
there was: & cross on my door, & similar cross bad been
put on the doors of the late Michael Walsh, whb was
| . (-v ‘

|
'



killed by the: Black and Tans at the Spanish Arch

and another on the door of Fr. Griffin and Fr. Meehan.
I

Shots were fired into my office and into my bedroom

but there was no damage done. ;
|

' T knew the late Michael Walsh very weli. He was
a member of the Galway Urban Councill and was éhe most
useful man. He was taken from his house by éuxiliary
and Black and Tansu_brought.down to the Spanish Arch

where he-was shot through the head and then thrown
1

into the sea. He left a widow and large family.
|
|
|

(signed) L.E. O DEAGHAIDH

27 u La Eanair, 1955.

Fimanaise: Con Moynihan (Investigator)

Filomena Ni Cathfin,
Gaillimh.
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.« T remember-the night, of the 9th September,.‘l92é.

AmOnget some visitors 1In my houae that evening wae\Dr. Dillon,
Professor of Chemlstry 1n Univeraity Gollege GaIWay. He went
to the station to purchase a paper 1n order that we might leern

the condition of the late Terence ncsweeney theg on hunger

Waw 'IZD'LW
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* When he returned his atory waa that when the train arrived
B
several peOple rushed towards the carriage from wh;ch the papéer:
were being taken but thﬁt:a.Bleck‘and Tan named erhhb drew his

|revoiver as 1f he thought oy p rets nded t %, the crowd were
ruehing on him. AseaaL Turke jumped on Crumb'e back and Crumb

| .
had the revolver practically pointed at Turke's chest when an=

other Volunteer shot Crumb’ and killed him outright.
T wae very upeet ‘about thie occurrenoe beeauef a few days

before’ in Lisdoonvarna, Divisional Inepector -c:-uisb who' with
tel

A e . e . Ho
“Ihls wife was dining at Thomond Hease/ epoke to m@ after dinner

and 'said to me ”What do’ ‘you think or the verdiet of ‘the ‘shGot-
1ng" ‘I eaid "What Verdict®. He sald #0hJ they’ round‘ wilful
murder“ Thie rererred to the ehooting of a Polioeman*at the
Railway Bridge at Merlin Park.‘ T sald "Who were Jn thelJury".
He ssid "I do not_know". T sald " Was 80 and 80 &nd 80 and so
and he eald "T think they were", T sald "If that twas the kind
of Jury nobody would pay the amalleat attention to the verdioth.
He then eaid "Ien't thie murder an awrul thing" |I laid hTg"

1t murder? Are not the R.T.C. the eyes and ears of the English

-
Government" He sald 'They are"‘ I eeid “In‘other‘worda are

‘Inot they the ppiea of thé English Government and Jhat “happens

. T ’
a spy 1n any country?" ' His anewer wae now’ T want to tell you

1.}
eomething My men came to me in a body and sald tﬁey woula no
(=
longer do thie dirty work' I sald "I agreed withfthem but

that’ it was too big a eubject for one barrack andfthat they

' ought to eirculariee all the barracks in Ireland and they could

gee I wae atltheir backe" I Wrote a’ letter to George Nicholls

golicitor,” Galway’that evening and gabe him the  full gist of
|
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the converaation and Baid Y hOped that nothing Would oc
would 1nJure.tha relationa that might-qome from such actlone.

" The occuprenbe at thelaqilﬂay Statlon tharefpre,.on thq_éveggpg

4 Ea
yoon s
Q n x

cur that

q; the 9tp'digturbed‘melvéry-mﬁch.and 1t,occurred to me that.
1t was done possibly 'An order to éingep'up tnqlnglﬁp. into

hostlle actlon. - . - | . L e
. 7 T was® 1nformed by a School Teacher aubaequently that on

that gery night Crumb had drawn a revolver on him gnd,tﬁﬁt‘after.

‘It would “appear therefore-

& struggle the teacher got away.
that Crumb's idea was to cause & distrubance. , _
.The effect of “the shooting was very bad. The:R. I. C,, and

Black and- Tans went to the house of Mr.\Jamga Quirke, a Corkmdn

{gmployed'}n tpa,Jeweliépy Establishment. of a Mr. OdBQnovqp of

\ Galway. They brought. hin down to thé docks, surrounded him

and poured lead into his body.
-the late Fr. Grifrin who wage afterwarda shot by the Blaeck-and )
On thgt

.Jamea'quifke was attended by

‘.Tana, and dled about three hours later in great. agony. .
_same night “they took out Mr. John Broderick and Mr. Joeeph :

Cummine, put. them against a wall fired Beveral shota at them

and they each fell in turn. The-Tans left believing they had ;
LUl - L . . . N - "'

k1lled the men but they both survived. .
to a Medical Student who was aftgrwards Medical Officer in

w

Moycullens Go. Galway and who haa since dled.

The same thing-hgppene%
' |
i
I
Arter those ahootings some Citizens met decﬁded to hold !

and enquiry 1nyo the shooting of Galway,Q}piggna bytthe}Blgck i
and Tana and‘Aﬁiil;arles, and they appolnted me as Sqllg;tpr-,f

for tpq{01t;zqna;_-not1ce of Fhis enqulry wae poetég;gp the wﬂila

© at Galway and a eoPy-gant;to each pf the Distrilct ;nspeptors o&

; : . T

!

; thé R.1.C. The enquiry was held at ‘the Town Hall on the

day of - .« The people appointed to hold, the. enquiﬁy

were Father, afterwards Monaignor COpsidine John Conroy, 301n

X, Y
ieitor and Coronor, Professor Tomlpillon and. Tom Ra{‘R.I,G.

- Before that enquiry opeped the Town Hall wag. surrounded by Black

and Tans and R.I.C. ~Dieigional Inspector Crulse R.I.C. came
. o | - ‘ o , |
into the bullding and: informed me- that he had been’ to. Renmore|

. . L
Military Barracks and got instructlons to prevent the enquir%
z\. . 1
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being held.- I aeked him had he those.instructions in writing.
He said "No". I then informed him that we cared néthing for

hils 1netructi9ne, we were golng on with the enquirﬁ, that-even
Do S ' ‘

A
p-under Dori an Order had-to be 1n writing. He satd‘“I believe

‘ I have . the right to stop thls enquiry and I have the power?,

I sald "we_do not care about your righte or yoer_powera“.

Fr. Consldine then appealed to me and pointed out.éhat the plac

waa edrrounded and there was danger that if an enqﬁiry went on

gome of the people 1nelud1ng_;adiee might be 1njur%d, I aeid

I would be guided by him. . He said "I am not dictéting, T am

merely mekiggvjé?uggeetion". T said T wouid be gu%ded by his

suggestien._&I wag then requeested to ask tEe peOplq present to

disperse and i.addreseed those preeent in theFfollswing words:
"Ladles and Gentlemen, the people of Gelway wénte@ a fuii,

frank and open enquiry into the _murder. of éﬁg 01ti£ene by the

[ReT.Co and Black and Tane. The latter have funked the enquiry

- |and have got an order. to suprese 1t“‘ wCruise then shouted

"I will not have that, call in the men“ - Fr. Conaidine again
appealed to me to ask the. peOple to disperae and Y said "I now
aek you to dlaperse qutetly“ The people got up and left.

= |

Padraig O'Connaire who sat on a high seat at the back of the

hall- jumped off his seat and ea T was passing out he.shook me

by the hand and eald "Judgment has gone by Default",
.When Y-left the hall.Mr. Mf@yof the"dalway,Exprese" was
walting for me. I gave him a report of what I 1nterded to aayl
0 !

. |
and in -which I referred to the Statement of District Inspeetor

i .
Smith gt Listowel and went on to say that thls policy Wwas now

being carried .out_1in Galway and other places. .TI referred part—
icularly to what Smith said "If you see.a man croasing a fleld,
ghoot himﬂ. If you see a man Walking with hands in pockete

shoot him. You w111-not|be held accountable for anything you

dof, . | ;

The following Friday Night the_"Expreee.Offiéeﬁ wasg wreck-

. ] .
ed to such an extent that the papers could not be published
' .Boy, !
afterwards. On the same night my house and Offices were bombed

H
amage as

The bombs thrown into my house did not do ag puch d




was intended 80 a week afterwards the Black and Tans and
Auxiliary came back and atole practically everythlng of value
in the house, took all the papere they could gather from the
Office and threw them into the Street 8o that the,Square from
the South side to the North was littered with papers, practice
ally all of which were retrieved by good neighbours and given
back to me. . ' {
After thé daté'df the énﬁuiry'l coﬁld not‘atéy‘in my own
house but T was accommodated by Mr. Michael Alléﬁ; solicitor,
‘ Galway who also sheitered others and who had a ho&se froﬁ whick
there was a secret passage through which an escapé could be
made. Nunbeous Galway citizena could not sleep 1n their
houses at that time and even certain ladies had to leave their.
houses at night for example = Mlse Nelly of my Office, Miss
Keane of Dominick Street, now Mrs. E. Browne and ?everal other:
whose names I cannot now recall. . ~ .~ - "}
T knew Fr. Griffin Very well. He oftén"ﬁ'éifted me and T
believe he wae the best Gael in Galway. He spokp?Iriah
beautifully. and his entire sympathy was with the iVolunteerB.
The late Fr. O'Meehan ¥Mas also a tower of atrengt? to the
movement as was both Fr. 0'Kelly of Knock and Fr.EManafield
0.S.A. who is agalnp back in Galway and one of thef bravest men
in Ireland. I do not know the exact place at which Fr. aGriffl
was shot but I believe 1f occurred at Taylor's Hill where the
Auxiliary resided in Col, O'Hara's house now océuéied by the
Sisters of Mercy, because that night a bullet weqt through
the window of the Dominlcan Convent, Taylor's Hiil. Next
day some of the Auxillary ca;led, agked for, and;were given
the bullet. | ?
On the first night of my return to the Offi?e there was
a cross on my door, a simllar cross had been putEOn the
doors of the late Michael Walgh, who was killed by ghe Black
and Tans at the Spanish Arch and anothe£_on the 90052 of

Fr. Griffin and Fr. Meehan. Shote were fired into my Office




and 1nto my bedroom but there was no damage done.

I knew the late Michael Walsh very well. He
was armember of the Galway U?ban,gouﬁ;ii and was the
most ﬁaérul man. :He was taken fromfhle,houqe by

-Auxillary and Blacﬁ and Tans, brought down to the
Spanish Arch where he was shot through the head and
. then thrown into the sea. He left a wid?; and large
family.

{ & Oliensgndl

(L- E. Q Deaghaidl

27u La Eanalr, 1955
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