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I'wao born on 18th October 1882 at Barrack Sfo’Cofk City.
The house wvas then a provision shop, 1t 13 nov a chemist's shop.
and near what we used call "The Cross of the Green" "My father
died when I was three years of age and I was sent_towlivs with
‘my aunt, Mrs. Margafet porney at-Ballinlough,=thé'o3ty end of
‘the parish of Blaokrock, vhere I lived uﬁtil I reached 17. My
) father was a farmer's son frem “Madden's Cross“.near Waterfall
Co. Cork, about 4 miles from the city, old road in, ,

. At Ballinlough, all the old people-spoke Irish, When they
wanted to carry on a talk which they did not wont us to hear
especially. But a great many .of them seemed to carry on in Irist
because, abparently, they had a hetter knowledge of it than of
English. I-romember wvhen an old saa.oaptain used come home -
he always visited an old neighbour, they talked in Irish all
the time. A group of old people used carry on discussions in
Irsh - it vas “Simn Fein - "Simn fein, 7

One of my. uncles, Denis Murphy, who was teacher in the
city, went out in '67. ‘He had to clear out of the country when
that movement fizzled. I fememberfmyipeooie talking about it,
and especiaily to the‘effecf that the men were not properly
armed. | _ ' " 1' | ‘ |

" I went to National School at Ballinlough till I had gone
.2nd Sixth. Tbo teacher; John Dennehy, was a good Irishman. _
I remember he told us that we should be ashamed if we. did not
know-“Who fears to speak of Ninetf Eight"., It would ba about
1896, he told us he would give us @ lessons in Irish.g;;__
school hours if ve stayed on. The British did not allow Irish
to be taught during s chool hours. We attended, ehthusiasticall

I think the teacher was only a few hundred lessons ahead of us -
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‘'hie was not & mative speakeri ‘We continued for same time, but,
"evident:ly, the teacher got fed up. The old people used =
- eriticize our. promunciation. ' | “ '

We had an- 1nvine1ble hurling team in Blackrock that time.
fhey won, on their -own, several All-Ireland champlonships, ALt
" that time matches were played in the bpen Park, by the Marina,
now -Ford's property. There was no enclosure then, and the
sideline was kept by a posse of young boys coming along and
throwing scds at the in-bulging crowds. Things changed

shortly after and enclosures were made. !!here were some
champion step-dencers in the locality and we, schoolboys,’
.learned several steps - especially off the right foot.

_ This vas before the 1903 land Purchase Act. Very few hold
' ings were purchased under the Ashbourne Act, but itl'_xere were
Fair Rent Courts where temants got protection and had their
rents fixed, Food was very plentiful and eheep and sowas drir
Fighting on the streets, efter closirxg hours on Saf;u'rday and
.Smday nights was a usual feature. The 'Peelers' hiad thelir
hands full on such occas:l.ons. |

- I remember the Parnell spl:lt - mdeed I saw. Parnell in
" Cork shortly before he dled. I remember h:ls pale face. The
‘ anti-Parnellites, .led in Cork by William 0'Brien, were stronge:
in numbers than the Parmellites. I remember huge election
‘meetings in the city when cordons of Peelers stood at
strategic points to prevent crowds clashing Volumes of abuse
by the leaders of both sides. I remember William O'Brien
saying: "I know William Redmond for the past 30 years. The
body may have got a little older; but thé head 1s in the same
nursery condition". Criticising Gussie Roche, who was on
the Redmondite side, Willlam said of hims: "For parliamentary -

" incapacity and parlimﬁentary :I.mﬁecil.its‘r, Guesie Roehe need not
give way to any man". On a aubeequent occasion, after the

split period, William said of Tim Healy (they had fallen out)
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”Tim Healy is a disgraee to human nature“ | Healy replied:

_ "Listening to w1111am O'Brien 1s like leaning over the Liffey

at obb tide". . Thet was the@tmosphere at the time. Peelere
were in attendance at all meetings, and you would see an

| oceasional British soldier passing along and ggt_:b;gg;gg_it_‘

The start of the Geelio league was a historieel occasion.

1 had been attending the Christian Brothers' School at
Nbrth Monastery after leaving the National School: There was
" no Irish teught there. 'Anloldish Brotber'(WEIkerj, vho seemed
to have eome supervisory authority, encouraged rugby ete. He
| said that the boys would hear too much bad language at Gaelic
games 11 Some ef us :tarted a hurling team. In faot Billy
Dill of Fair Hill, who was +he eeeretary, recently told me
'he’ st111 had the mimites and that he sav my name in them.
I went to a shorthand ete. sehool 1ater, and in 1901,

' I'got & job as clerk in the office of Anthony Carroll of -
Fermoy. He became Crown Solicitor some time after. I stayed
there till 1906, when I got a better job with’ I. Thornton & Son
Solicitors, Waterford. | ‘

- While in Fermoy, I used read Arthur Griffith's “United
'Irishman“ and later "Sinn Fein". I attended the Gaelic League
class while there. The late Padraig MagSulne taught us.

Tomas HMeDonagh attended our classes. He was teaehing French,

- etes in St. Colman's Collage. I remember when he eaw "Sinn

Fein" with me, he was. partieular to assure me = uhy, I don't
know « that Arthur Griffith wee against physieel force, as an

| 1mpoeeib1e cure. From family knowledge of the '67 fiaeeo,

he need not have told me that.

Padraig Pearee camé to an Irish coneert at the Aeeembly
Roome, Fermoy, about 190%., He may have been‘editor of "An
Cliamh Soluis® at that time. He had & fine audience. The
patriot priest of Meelin - Father Kennedy, C.C., Fermoy -



' présilded. péarse's lecture was. something entirely new to me.
‘I had been listening to the eloquenee of O'Brien and the others
- ineluding John Redmond, for a long time before this. Here was
Something: different._ H:,L.S; delivery was perfect and what he

~ spoke was original. . It wes on the language reﬂia;’l_.. ﬁhe_n he -
- finished his address, Father Kennedy, a very able max_:,' praised -
. ‘ it. He saidt -“Sparkling as 1t was with genius and with wit®.

7 " Reading Griffith's papers. was. someth:lng.entiz"ely new too.
"Sinn Fein" was a magical voice to us young i‘:eople; 1t seemed
to bring back, to the more intelligent young people',"a call
vwhich had been heard long ago. Fermoy was then & stronghold of
British army, but even here, under the shadow of the military

barracké', ve were asking questions, The unansworable. one was:?

. any o . pe %,. The politicians were fighting
‘verbal battles on the floor of the British House of Commons.
They were losing ground. It came to this in the end, that
_Redmond assured the British Parliament that "separation vas -
unthinkable" and Dillon and others referred to "our army and
our mvy" !l.‘he worst thing Redmond ever. did was te tell -
Asquith after the 1-916 Rising: “Whatever_ about the leaders,
spare the rank and file", The worm was just telling them to
‘execute. the leaders. o ‘ i

I left Fe‘rmoy'.‘and came to Waterford eity in 1906. I was
disappointed. m'Waterferd. It vas a2 right seéinin town. *
The ascendancy class seemed to dominate everything While I
was: employed as clerk in leading Consecrvative solicitors! offiee
I had full opportimity of seeing how it wag from the :I.nside.
The Corporation were a flunkey lot, mostlye.. Redmond was our
“mcomparable leader® according to - Lo and: beholdl + Edmond -
‘Dovney. in the “Waterford Newe"' o T o SR

- I attended the Gaelie I.eague here and hurled w:lth the
Gracedieu tean;.. I_Joined ‘the S:I.nn Fein Club as’ soonae 1t-‘was
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started. Seamus Upton was secretary. Ho diéd SQme freelance
Journalism andurote the best Gaelic Athletic news in Irelande
Peelers used watch us going into the club. ?ne 1eading
members of the Waterford COrporation referred to us as a
“parcel of boys“ We got the 1ate George Biehop elected on
_the Board of Guardians. At one of his first attendances
" he made some sarcastic1remarks to the Chairman, Pavid Hyland.
The latter would not ‘stand it, so Bishop and himself‘came to
 gr1ps and they both rolled on the £loor. o o
_”' We helped the late Senator P.W. Kenny to get elected to
the Corporation. The latter was a highly educated, able man
and he soon turned the Corporation inside out. We carried om
an anti-recruiting campaign by distributing leaflets and
' posting bills. We also broke up the strong anti-G.A.A. crowd
| vho wanted the Gaelic Athletic field to be used for foreign
games. Ve certainly were aggressive. To show the kind of
intelligence on top in those days, I can give‘an instance of
the said David Hyland presiding at a Police Court here. A
- mAn was brought in for stealing somethinge He insieted on
“ croas-eiamining the witnesses, but Hyiandisaid: “Enoﬁgh of
tnig, it'only'confuses the Court*, He.nronounced it "Coort".
“Three monthx in jail", . - |
" When the Home Rule Bill came ‘along, the Orangemen, led
by Carson, started to drill and arms Read "Unconquerable
Dlster® by Herbert MOore Pim,. to see what that movement*was
iike. If it had not been for the Orangemen and Carson ve
would never have armed. 'After the start of the Volunteers -
I think it vas in 1913 - I attended parades of Volunteers in
weterford. Welirilled in the Market House; an ederitieh
| soldier instructed us. The Sinn Feiners were in a small °
minority amongst the Partyites, but'we kept going. I left
‘Waterford early in. 191%, endnent to a Tralee firm of |
“solicitors - He & Co Downing -8 dyed-in-the—wool paid or

Caetle Catholics. They 1ooked like two Mbngolians. ‘Look at
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some of their families in Tralee and Kil]arney and yon will
‘ see how they £4t ‘that description, I Joi.ned “the Volunteers
there. Soon Austin Sta.ck swore me in as a member of the I.R.B.
S:I.nn Fein was ent:lrely stronger in Tralee than in Waterford.
We drilled constant],y and had route marches. When the split
| came we hsd a prior meeting of I.B.B. in a large room over the

{

I-icensed Grocery shop of PJd. O'Donnell, member of' Co. Council.
I was rather surprised to see so many there and wno they were.

" When r_t'edmond openly r ecruited e.nd told the Volunteers at

" ‘Woodenbridge that their place was at the front,“ erisis
cccurred. At the Bink, Tralee, we all assembled to decide
vhich way to go. The late Tam O'Donnell, M.P. for a Kerry

‘ constitnenoy, had been on British recruiting platfome all over
the county. He attended at the Rink and claimed a. right to
address us.- There was & sprinkling of old men there. We
started Singing “The Rising of the Moon" Shouts at 0'Donnell -
“"Put him out", ‘Hed ema.nded a right to &ddress us and said:
‘"Yho will put me out‘;{' Stack saids nl will“ and he and others
nade a rush out of the ranks towards O'Donnell. The Rev. Joe

. Breen, .C., said to 0'Donnell "Come outside and I will discuss
" the matter with you®, They went out and 0'Donnell did not

come back. When we divided onJ.y a scraggy fev vent out.

| O'Donnell Tecruited & company of Egﬂ.g,gg;_?oltmteers which did
not 1ong survive. We had rifles and kept all arms. O'Donnell
was a desterdly wretch. He continued on recruiting platforms
and abused us under the protection of the ge.r‘rison and he was

| recognised by all the a'seenda‘m'z'yP ;or the first time m‘_ his life-
o : We continued drilling and p‘reparing'. ' Pearse'cane twice

to 'Tr'elee. The first time he lestured ag the Rink to a erowded
audience. It was an inspiring 8ddresss. ohortly before the
'Rising we had a rally. at the Sports Field. Pearse addressed us.
'Irememberhe said: ®J ‘v : ch_I dare no don".

Again I emphasise, 1f it had not been ‘for' Carson and his
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Volunteers, we, would not{,be;paradin.g vith arms 1n s_ur- hands
:a;id drilling openly. . On Ssturday'- nights we spent several
: hours inanoeuvr_:lng. I was secretary of A/COmpany . Bill Fariner-
still 1living, vas captain, -I den't believe that Sta.ck or '
Paddy Cahill, next in command, had any military training or
. ecompetence. An ex-British soldier na.med Slattery drilled the
Tralee Battalion. Cotton had been ordered .out of Tralee at
th:!.s time.. He was a Northern and had some considerable
military training. '
Hy (deceased) wife was president of Cumann na mBan and

" used gove the Voltmteers lessons at the Rink on Morse code.
'!hat hody gave the Volunteers a 1ot of assistance, organising
concerts and dances to raise funds. Some weeks before the
Rising, shén at the Rink on a Sunday night,‘ lStaok asked me if
wife would go to Dublin to br:l.ng an :unportant message to
C _‘:Tra.;l.ee. I told him that she was go:l.ng to Dubl:l.n t'or an
'operation, but that he could ask her. She agreed and Staok,
- 'Cah:lll and Father Joe Breen came to my house at Moyderwell,
where ve discussed the matter. Pt thought Stack used to do .
th:!.ngs too openlye. For instance, anyone would know that
| getting his letters addressed to Dr. 0'Conne11, Solicitor,
his employer, was mot safe. I suggested that as my wife vas
00 Well-known in the movement, her sister, Kathleen O'Brien,

~ Clommel, should meet her-in Dublin when she went for the

operstion., and ths.'l: Kathleen should bring the méssage to

. Clonmel, and next day to Tralee. I vas told it was most

_ important. ' They all agreed with this and things were so
'srrsnged. My wife stayed ai: Miss Ge'raght.y"’s Hotel at Parnell
_Sq'uare,. Dublin. Stack recommended it as reliable. They were
told not to go near Clarke's shop, and they vere instructed
to get'a largs supply of bandages and 1odine. They got these'
and young Heuston, who vas exeeuted after the Bis:lng, brought
: 7thsm a 1arge lamp, and said he hoped he could get a second.
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He did bring a second one later. I{v t-rife and her sister ;
parcelled them up - they vere not covered. Kathleen O'Brien
brought them along to Clonmel the Monday before Eaater Week.
A detective named, I think, Larry Ryan, was on duty at CJ.onmel,-
and she signalled him to help her with her 1uggage to a car.
. She came along to Tralee, -e@ither on the Tuesday or the . |
Wednesday, and the s ame detective helped her with her luggage
. into ‘the trainu remember she telling how he saids "You are
travelling soon again" As her train came near Limerick city
she ‘got into chat with a British soldier and he obligingly
shifted her luggage on to Tralee trainii Hhen she cane to N
“Tralee she waited till the train was about to start for
Killarney. A detective, Neezer, used be on the watch, but he
- had left. She brought the two lamps to my house at-Moyderwell.
With Con O'Mahony, editor of “Kerry Nevs", who was fetaying with
us, we examined the lamps. They were two feet high at least,
There was a red sllde on one and a green slide on the other.
. X ran off and told Stack. He sent Volunteers O'Connor and |
Hogan, who took them away They were for signalling the German
load of arms. These were delivered, at lateat, to s}tack on
_ the Wednesday before Casement arrived.

We ail got mobilisation ov'der from Stack days before the

Rising. It vas as followst= .
. o "Sunday 23rd Apr:l.l 116.

"Parade at Drill Eall at 245 p.m; with full camping
‘equipment and twelve hours rations. Absence from
parade without permission will be strictly dealt with.
Following articles are necessaryt- Blanket, mess tin
(or mug or plate), knife, fork, spoon, overcoat, .
knapsack, ground sheet, waterbottle, also towel, soap,
candle, matches, spare shirt and spare pair of. socks. '

I

. . B"a?’é‘%iék
' '  Comma, ndant®, :
Bill Farmer told me that we vere to go to Penit Pier on
Sunday to get arms off boat. - .
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Whet happened to Casement and Germnn erms is well known.
' We did not know that it was Casement vas arrested until he had
- been removed from Tralee. Steck1ras arreeted on Gocd Friday.
I remsmber Easter Saturday morning at daybreak 1eoking down o
Moyderwell, when a company" of Dublin- Fusiliers, with fixed
bayonets, swung round from the main thoroughfare into Mbyderwel;
"I had a full clear view of them from my bedroom window. 1 '
thought to myself, if ‘I had a machine gun I would sweep those
off the street f-they were such a right cockshet, 1Irishmen,
God nelp us! ‘Stack was taken off that evening. ..

We were called out several times by Paddy. Cehill, whd then
.took command. We paraded at the Rink. 1 think Cehill lost
his head, . He had no military competence.r We hed Monteith
in the Rink under Guard. He'wes a tough 1ocking subject. I
saw two revolvers with him. There was & Co. Kerry mobilisation
on Easter Sunday. ‘We assembled at the Sports Field. After-
wards we vent back to the Rink. There were Volunteers from
all over the Ccunty there., A fine 1ot-cf_fellows. :Some had
walked all night from Ballyferriter. Hay was'spreed”in’the
Rink and they rested -and slept. It rained very heavily that
evening and about 40 of us, fully ermed, were detailed off
to oscort Monteith out with Ballymacelligott CompanJ. It was
AKathleen 0'Brien suggested to Cahill that they sheuld put him
anmong the-Ballymacelligott boys end with a bend&lier and
haversack, same as the rest. All this happened and when we
reached the Mile Height ve 1eft them offe’ That was how he |
got ewey. I had censiderable experience at rifle firing end
had very keen sight and was a good shot. I'had only 40 rounds,
{but others had much less and they had little experience.

When the news of the first shots in Dublin were fired to
make Ireland free, we were very diseppeinted. The‘sgrrender
: eas-e keen disappointment. éhe pro-Britishers Were en tip top
Dowﬁey's sacked Michael J. O'Connor and myse1£; I wes.idle
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for about a year and a ha.lf, except for a small Job I got

from an auctioneer in Kilmallock. While in Kilma,llock in 1917
“the prisoners was released. I remember going with John

' O0'Keeffe, ex=N.T .Ki_].m\llock, to meet de Valera. We drove
towards Rosstemple. We met de Valerg éoming alOng in a pony
and trap, I think it vas his wncle and young Leahy from
Charleville were with him. Just as we came neai!_isruree,
driving after them, they went into the labourer's cottage
wheré Dev. was reared. We were asked in, but refused, as we
thouéht it better not jbo butt in on such an.occa's.t'on. A

" meeting was then held in Brures. A good number aéfsembled.

. Dev. made a 1ong_'§péeeh. ‘He was a rather pi(:tures@ue" looking
foreign type and went down well with the crowd, although his
 speechwas halting. Leahy was more fluent. After this
meeting I went to Kilmallock station to meet the train
bringing Stack, Tom Ashe and Iynch. We had a chat with them
there. Dev. went to conte.st- the Clare election in the next
fev dayé. I went- from there to Midleton to 2 solicitor, but
returned to Waterford -to Thornton's in August 1917. I
contacted the Volunteers here, and Sean, Matthews, who had some .
command, sent me word not to parade, as I had got knocked out
enough. I did turn up to D/Compa.ny parades at Williamstown,
but at that time we were busy organising the Sinn Fein Club
H.Q. at old Waterford Arms Hotel. John Redmond died in early
1918, We put up Dr. Vincent White against Redmond's son,

. William. We wére beaten. Thére was a general election at the

end of 1918. Thefranchise had thep been given to all at 21.

Ireland. 'I‘hé_. pro-Britishers, ex-soldiers, their ﬁives, ete.
cawe out flaunting small Union Jacks. Drink vas flowing.

75% of the citizéns vere against us. To see that fansticsl,
separation-ﬁéney mob ,' .oné could not help thinking what Daniel
" 0'Connell 7thought when he saidt "You should know. the animals
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I was supposed to make a'naf_ioil out of". Wé had several fine
meetings, but had to_briﬁg in vOlnntéers from all parts of the
country to keep the mbbs at; bay..' As the Club had no money,

I had to do all the legal work for the candidate, Dr. White,

a very brave man, who. faced up to the mobs a.nd defied them. |

In the Corporation and local electibns in 1§19'we elected
the majority and got White elected as -Mayor -t'.o solace him for
his defeat in the two 1918 elections. | '

. I contimued to drill with D/Company after the elections.
At; the, end of 1920 things vere beginning to get hot. . I
believed that the Sinn Fein passive resistance movement would
now.cripple British rule in Ireland. Ghandi proved this to
be 80, But Dan Breen startéd', and things de,veloiaed. Amer'ica
would not r ecognise our Republic, although we had élected an
almost complete majority, except in. N¢E, Ireland,

‘At the end of 1920, Major Paul, our then brigadier of
Waterford No. 1 Brigade, asked me t0 organise an intelligence
branch for the br‘:l."gade area. I set about it, as Michael
Collins urged; - 1 had men appointed in the three f:q,ttal;ons and
men in each company. Weekly Report forms were sent. out by me
and I got agents to act in firms, shipping companies and the
railwvay, etc. etc. It. was not easy to get people to act here.
The Redmondites were still in a majority, although losing
ground. I senf in my reports to "Mr. Preston" at Gladstone 8t.
Post Office. It was not then a post office. This Was arranged
with Paul. I had several in the G.P.0. helping. The late
Joe Neiland, Tommy Mountjoy, Harris Slattery - all d;eceased',,-
and Michael Foley, now of Tranio-re.‘ 'Harris Slattery'é son,
Seamus (now an officer in Cavalry) used gef copy of British
military code messageg, £lip § m Into his tile and br:l.ng .them
. to me, Others broughi_; sSome of them too. I tried to read those
vith keys supplied, and dispatched them anywgy to G.H.Q.

I got reports of police. movements, aiso military, ev;;cy wveek,



and séht’thééé iﬂa: I got bundles of police 1etters from
G.P.04, which ‘I 'opened and read. The R.I.Cs used geénd in
'reports of patrols which they never madej they'were getting
'demoralised. I vas held up and searched a few times. ' It was
essential, and I told my men so, that there be no talkings- "
They Ware to report anyone offending_in this- way.- I remember
\ising 'the bedroom of Rev. Pather 0'Connér, superior of the
: Friars, for typing my dispatchesal I uéed‘seé the Black and .
Tans and' the Peelers going across at ‘the: back from Lady ‘Lané
station to Peter St. while I was uorking. There.were s everal
raids on ‘the Post' offices here, but Bcb Whelan, the Battalion
I 0., Was looking after this, These raids were mostly '
1rregular, and they got nothing but money. ° Some_of thoae
doing them were sent for trial by Volunteers after.
‘I have a big number of letters from G.H.Q. still, and a '

. bundle of code“mességeé; I had %'covéring address - it vas a
Miss Healy, Manor St.” John'?owef;“tﬁe Tramore réiiway'sﬁétionw
master, used keep all my. papers ‘on the wall under the roof

at the station, where He. used put them at night.‘
vt In ‘January 1921, thererwas an ambush at Ballynatfin Cross
near Tramore. 'If ‘wis well planned, The columi kept in ths -
"-backgrOUnd'aﬁd the Cfoss was well covered. 'I interviewed one’
" of the Devons who*was 4n 4t and’ got wounded. iHimself'éhd'his
_ comrade ‘came ‘into Thornton's office to make ‘a claim. ‘I ‘asked °
Mr. Wiley,~solic;tor ‘4ni the firmy to letrme ‘take 1nstrﬁctionsl
and I got' 1t g1l out Of the wounded Devon. "‘fhe’-ﬁigﬂt' in
1Qﬁestio#'tﬁéréLﬁaé'dﬁﬁafﬁaék”bn:Traﬁdre'ﬁoliéé barracks.  The
zﬁeﬁoné‘ﬁéntW6u£¥the-ﬁain“foa&’fowﬁfdé‘fheféﬁﬁush‘véﬁué} When
they got about half a' mile of ‘the’ spot, a shot'went off
‘(a Volunteer ‘naméd ‘Morrissey from the eity, who had ‘some drink
taken, in fumb%ing, left off a shot. (I verified this ‘with
Paul). The Dey yons' came along and deployed down on the ' -
ambushers,” Wef 1ost’ two killed and a féw wounded. - The

/“1 |
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ambushers were ambushed, all hecaus_é__that clown iaft off a-
shot. I asked the'your_xé Devbng “What was your off:!.cjer__'s
gp_j'.r_iio:.i'o':‘r the ambush?™. He said ‘they had é,ﬂan_-oﬁ escape.
If. it were not for the shot they would have run into it, It
would have béen thé-big‘gestl ambﬁsh of all.- . .

Some of the Volunteers after this behaved badly._ They. .
started, robb:lng - pretending they were British forces, putting
on accents. - We tried a few of those. Uni‘orttmately, except
one, we had to try them in their_absence - they had flown.

- We had the sp:les and anties fairly well spotted here, and
. the bitterest of them was afraid.” An R. I.c. man named Greene
was found shot at Peter St. barracks and it was suspected that
the Blaek and Tans shot h.'un I could never get this right.
He was sympathetic. !raks.ng them all round, the police vere
very .hostile, but were afraid, and they were then afraid also
of the Black and Tans. Again, from what I ¢ould hear, I think
the people in the .countrjr’ were as much afraid of the I.R.A. as
of. the R.I.C. o | o |

When the Truce eame I asked P.J. Paul and Col, James
McGrath to let me know the strength of the brigade at the truce
It was less than %00, The area covered included a line from
Carrick. - across to Mahon Valley, out to the coast and back
to Dunmore and into the city, and included the city.

I got report from Richard Walsh, then a clerk'-a;n the
Priaon, that the military were to raid the Asylum that night.
Two of our men (Whittle and w:l.ley) who were wounded in Tramore
ambush were hiding there. 1I sent word at once and thgy were
removed., Ifhe search was made that night, . |

I asked this Richard Walsh, just after the Trune;.to find
~ out from the I.0. of the Devons, who used visit the jail there
(there were many prisoners) what the British intended to do ,
if the Truce broke down. I had alreaciy tapped a code message
showing the word they would eirculate if Truce broke doun.
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'I wae aware that Britieh officers and men were kicking egainet
| being made targets of in the’ streets, and thet no' ermytwould
etand for thie long. Walsh brought back report. They were to
bring in 30,000 to 50,000 men with all modern equipment, build
blook-houeee at strategic points .and MAKE REAL WAR on ‘us,

As far as I was ctncerned, I could not plead ignorance. The‘i

_ best men.would be wiped out 1n a vweek and there would ‘be little
quarter. Those fellows looee through the country!l ‘For me -

it was only a-question of what was the beet that ggg; hg one

for Ireland for the t h sing. If we reversed the poeitien,
vhat would.anh Irish armw do if they“were peppered et as the ’

British were. from all quarters,. " They would not lea ‘a
"alive. 'The North of Irelanﬂ people had got their Parliament
for six countiss, Was 1t 1ikely that Britaln, victer of the
Great Wer, . would let: dovn the Northerns? ILloyd George
threatened terrible and immediete war and, after the Treaty,
Churchill said he was sorry we did not get a good beating
before we got so muoh, and added: “did not you know. We were

a race of conquerorsi® ‘What protection could the I.R.A. give
the people if the British did mske real var? - Theyxwere able
to give very little: proteetion to Cork Clty when it was burned
and looted by a drunken, dieorderly Britisk mob.

If only the'I,R.A,.hed kept together after the %reaty,'_
they had the 26 counties in their hands. More than half of the
are gone nov. = and many:ueder most dietreesing etra;tes-- f
,éeeerted by those they helped tohmake; »Imagine mak;eg that
da.etard, 0'Dofmell, & Referee. Who did 1t? |

BA etepping stone“ said Collins. . “No more final than -
that this is the fimal generation" said Griffith. I,don't
altogether despiee the attitude of the Northerns. Pity they
are not on ouriﬁideg When all is said and doﬁe“- Britain is
the enemy."WhoEgave the Northerns the Parliament they didn't
~ ask for, and whlo put in Tyrone, Fermanagh and Derry City into
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the Northern Purliament, and cn vhat grownds? They loft out
thres counties of Ulster, If the Irigh wére united enough
everywhere, they could talk a language to m:lta:!.z‘a3 (now 4n |
_steep decline) that Britain would comprehends If the Irish .
everywhere were able to hs.t: the ‘Beales againsi:, that would
take effeet. ' .

" Gandhd proved that passive resistance got g1l it vanted,
but the Ir:Lsh, a nonaensical race, eould not have, the enduring
| paczem‘; .1 try. ‘

" What wo sce now 1s 811 the ahle-bod:laﬂ going across to John
Bull - this vill Bolve the question, 4f not szappedq:. |

Signeds ‘am;'v%fa fﬂ/é")"l @Araa{\v"\
CMW L :
" bater T84

Witnesas _ /2 /m

Q’Pwm
—_—
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UPPLEMENTARY. 70 STATEMENI. -
Major F. O'Donoghue, wi'itiog 1::,&"30 Oﬁhér ..Iaw", referring
to the attitude of certain people to wm‘during the Truce,
psias gl im bl 0 s - -
"y don't give a damn about theso people. iﬁh'en it ,
comes to praise or not:oriety, and they are mak:lng the
hell of a mistake if they think I fotget their actions
during thé war, I remember at onie time in'the best
 areas where it was next to impossible to find a bed
to lie on". ' | ’

- o .- ' ;

i

Jameo Connolly came to Traiee some ozonth's before fhe-
| Rising, and addressed a mecting at The Square. It " vasg
"It vas conscription threatened time. He said: "'I.ot those
vho have @ stake in the Empire go and fight for it. I belong
to a class which does not own as much of it as woold_sod a
lark". Also, "They may make us fight, but it will rest with
us to choose where we will fight". ‘
“Trust Ireland's sons today
Her truest strength is still
The rough and ready roving boys
Like Rory of the Hill",
These were the last words of his speech.
Bi11l1 Partridge also came ‘from Dublin as a 1abour ,
organiser-. He sald, when going to Dublin before the-_ Rising,
"You will find that Partridge will die game".
Sean Milroy lectured at The Rink. He was in bad health
 then and just ‘ecame out of pri‘son". Pierce Beasley also Bave
an address. | | | |
Michael J.« 'Connor, now wellknovn in Dublin business
cireles, acted as secretary for Connolly's meeting.' Hewas
sacked by Fras. .Dot-ming, solicitor, his employer, the next day.
The latter was a Catholic loyalist. & poor specimen é.nyway—.
He sacked me the Monday after the Rising., That type had a lot

© to thank the civil war for., If there had been wnity in the
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' /
o VOIﬁﬂteéfs;thebé‘coﬁld*ﬁe'képt in théir prdpér?plaéei ‘In
" “their jubilation:they thought we vere all dome‘for after

' the ‘'surrenders :They -were.really an 1ll-bred 1oty who

' flunkeyed to the Castle.and all it ‘stoold ‘for.. This lot
_Kept in close to. the Bishop-and Deanms’' - -
A few of the clergy in Tralee wentnénJrecrﬁiting
platforms, One'was,a‘Father_t&geg"g Father'Riérdan‘was‘ ‘
' ‘also pro-reeruiter..-”: C L
. "'Desa 0'Sullivan was rather sympathetic, but was.
. eiréumspect. He received Pearse at the Dean's residence.
vhen he attan@ed the parade at the Sports Field, some months
" before the Rising. |
Stack was a strong supporter of Arthur Griffith. Hé
said;t0~me:on one cccasion: "I would ﬁot_approve;of the
methods of the‘invincibles" - refarring.to,ghe-Phoenix Park
_killings?. I have on my file a letter from him acknowledging
.receipt of balance of expenses re.my deceased's wife's '
. expenses . re. dispatech of signalling lamps for Germans and
Casemént's arrival before Easter Week. On one occasion .
a'Miss Perolz came to Tralee—bécause she had been.sent by
Countess Markievicz vho was to have lectured, but was
‘Stopped by ‘British Order.. Thisﬂlady spoke, I thought,
. rather tco freely that there was to .be a rising soon. I .
went to Stack's lodgings and complained to him that this
- kind ot"thing was not good enough, and he-haé‘bettér get
. her to‘shgt upe Stack used get his Volﬁntéer, etce -
correspondence addressed to him undér cover of his
employers 1eéters~é Dr. O*Connéil, solicitor, 'It.struok me
as not what I w@uld;do.- He was & very likeable kind of man.
- X wonder how ﬁé'felt ﬁith such & nﬁmber’of'man undér his
command, andrhe having little or no military eompetence, and
up against trained enemy His father suffered 1n the aniqn.
- times and Austin was bitter. I wonder why he took that Job
of collecting income tax for the British.
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A Rurse Coleman from Cork gave first aid 1ectures at the
‘Rink, Tralee.. She had a good attendance. '

Miss. Lily McCarthy of Dungarvan lectured at the Rink.
AShe gave a very high-spirited address. ~A lady. addressing a
' bigt:rouﬂ, and her address vas inspiring, must have had a:
.gingering 1nf1uence on any”weaklings. _ A i

When. I came back to Waterford in August 1917, the place
was. eeething'with pro=-British flunkeyism. Ihe separation
money, and all-the relatives at home, and the-overallkinfluence
of Redmonﬁ and his A.0.H. bosses. Drink was cheap, and was
flowing day and. night. The Peelers gave the Blind‘eye to all
- the aggressions of the Party rabble. Degeneracy reached its
crescendo during_the General Election 1918. Money was spent
on drink and the ﬁﬁbs vere inspired to throv bottles and
stones. “Bottle for bottle and'stone for stone"'saio‘Peter
0'Connor off a Redmondite platform, Our men were perfectly
orderly and there was no blackguardism from our side. It
took all the egforts of Imported Volunteers to get an& kind
of fair play fér the voters. The Ballybricken pig-buwers were
the ring leaders in mob violence. ;_

During the pre-Truoe time, ‘1921, British planes dropped :
propaganda leaflets around WaterfOrd. I got one from Frank
Bergin which1was'droppe& in'Tramore. I sent it-on to G.H.Q.

In Tralee in pre-Easter weeks the Volunteers used go to
ou*side places recruiting. On one occasion we went to Castle-

. island. We formed up in the centre of the place, and, there was

- a line to R. I.C. men carrying rifles standing by. The Fianna

boys lined up in front of the Peelers and their officer"
shouted “Three cheers for, the Keyzer" vwhich was lustily replied
to. Desmond F&tzgerald (deceased) said: "I hate British rule
in this country and all.it stands for, and I shall never rest
Aeatisfied till I see them out of this country - down to the
last:miserable Peeler“ - pointing to the Peelers.-
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Another occasion ve went to Dingle on a Sundaye
Terry MacSweeney was to have addressed the Volunteers from
surrounding country. He did not attend, for some reason. |

It was rather amusing on our route marches on Sundays '
to see a plain-clothes Peeler named McKenna (from Waterford)
1escorting! use. Piper, Foley at the head of us used to
play "The Peeler and the goat®, o
© The 0'Rahilly's wife came to my house and had tea
with mw wife on one occasion. One of her children was
attending the Irish-Coileggti Frank th& was mairidd to '

a Trglee-lady._ He was at one of our parades.,

We-had Pearse down twice'alfogether.

Signed:

BM § OmAds var
(1- v 55

~

" Date:

Witnesss: 671§{551f%4vw—-
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