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STATEMENT OF PATRICK PAUL FITZGERAID

Spa Road, Tralee, Co. Kerry.

I was born on 29th June 1896, in Tralee. I was sent

to the local lNational School until I was 15 years of age.

When I left school I was apprenticedcto~the bakery-trade.

On the formation of the Volunteers in Tralee in the
latter end of 1913 or early 191%, I became & member. The
drill instructorsat the time were John Roche and Hed Leen,
both ex-British soldiers. 1In all, there were four companies
in the town of Tralee, A, B, C and D. The total strength
was about Y400 men. We paraded and drilled with wooden rifles
throughout the year 191k,

After John Redmond's speech at YWoodenbradge in Co.
Wicklow calling on the Volunteers to join the British army
to defend the shores of Ireland, there was & split in the
local battalion. A, B and D companies were opposed to
Redmond 's policy, but C Company were in favour and broke away
from the battalion and ceased to take any further part in
the activities of the Volunteers. We continued our varades
and drills duraing the year 1915. Among the uenrbers of the
Battalion Council at this time vere Austin Stack, P.J.Cahill,
Dan Healy and Fr. Joe Breen.

The sprang of 1916 was a continuation of drilling and
parading carried out tne previous year. About the morth of
January or early Zebruary of this year I was accepted into
the I.R.B. by Alfie Cotton and Michael J. O'Connor. Cotton
was the Tralee I.R.B. Circle Centre then. Other members
were Paddy Garvey, Joe Melinn and Eamon O'Connor.

On the last Sunday of February 1916, on the invitation
of the Ancient Oréer of Hibernians (Irash American Alliance),
Patrici Pearse visited Tralee to deliver a lecture on the
“Principles of Freedom". Earlier in the day he 1nspected

the Volunteers in the sports field and made a short speech



1n which he called on the Volunteers to prepare and be ready
to drive the British garrison out of Ireland. He delivered
the lecture that night at the Rink, the headquarters of the
Volunteers. Among the battalion staff present at the lecture
were Austin Stack, P.J. Cahill, Fr. Breen and Fr. Brennan.

On the feast day of the National Apostle the battalion
paraded through the town. Every man in the battalion which
now numbered about 600 men turned out for the parade.

On Tuesday of Holy Week a meeting of the I.R.B. was held
at which Cotton, the centre, presided. He informed the
meeting that the EBaster manceuvres which had been called for
Easter Week were, in fact, for the purpose of a general attack
on the Braitish forces in the country.

On Good Fraday a conference of I.R.B. leaders was belng
held at the Rink some time in the evening at vhich Austin
Stack presided. While the meeting was in progress Stack was
informed that a man named Con Collins, wheo had been s ent from
Dublin to contact Roger Casement and the arms ship a day or two
earlier, had been arrested. Stack had been told that Collins
vanted to see ham at the R.I.C. Barracks, vhere he was detained
Stack left the meeting and went to the barracks. After an
hour or two we learned that Stack was also detained at the
barracks. Upon hearing this, Cahill, vho was next in comrand,
mobilised the battalion at the Rink. 4ll the men were armed
with either rifles (Martini Henrys), shotguns or revolvers,
After some consultation amongst senior officers, the battalion,
under F.J. Cahill and Dan Healy, was paraded through the toim
and back to the Rink where the men vere dismissed. After being
dismissed I, with other members of the I.R.b., went to the
A.0.F. rooms at 4%, The Square, Tralee, vhere we learned that
a third prisoner who had been arrested by the Ardfert R.I.C.
had heen taken into Tralee R.I.C. Harracks. The prisoner, we

discovered soon after, was Roger Casement.
1
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Early on the following morning, Saturday, I learned that
Casement had been removed by the 10 o'clock train from Tralee
wder military escorte.

On Saturday evening the battalion was again mobilised,
armed guards were posted at tne Rink. ILate that night,
Monteith, who had been with Casement, arrived at the Rink
in company with three or four Volunteers. lionteith at the
time vas going under the name of Murray. Outsidé the I.R.B.
fey of the Volunteers knew his real name. When he arrived,
the guard at the Rink was strengthened.

- On Easter Sunday morning I was sent by Dan Healy, Battn.
0/C. with a verbal message to the 0/C., Castleisland - Dan
Mahony - to the effect that all manosuvres vhich had been
ordered for that day had been cancelled. I delivered the
message to Mahony, after whaich I returned to Volunteer H.§.
and reported to Dan Healy.

On Easter Sunday night the battalion ims mobilised again.
The Rink was closely guarded all that day. After a while
lMonteith took a place in the ranks. We ‘got the order 'guick
march' and proceeded to the 'Mile Height! where ve were halted.
Here Honteath was handed over to the Ballymacelligott Company
who had come to meet us. After some little time we viere
marched back to the Rink. We remained at the Rink until 5 a.m.
on Monday morning vhen we were dismissed., In the course of
Easter Week we were mobilised several times avaiting instruect-
ions whlgh:never cane.

On Saturday of Easter Week the officers, P.J. Cahill and
Dan Healy, met the Dean of St. John's - Dean 0'Sullivan -
wvhen 1t wvas agreed between them to surrender all arms in the
battalion. That night the a rms were collected and subsequently
broken at the Rlnk,'after which they were loaded on a donkey
carc and sent by two Volunteers to the R.I.C. barracks.

With the exception of Alfie Cotton, the I.R.B. centre,
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all the prominent Volunteers in the area were arrested the week
following Easter Week. Cotton was a native of Derry and a
e1vil servart employed at the Imployment Exchange. He left
Tralee that weex and went to live in the north of Ireland. I
nave never seen him since.

Things remained slack until the end of 191€, but we kept
together during the period and held several meetings of the
I.R.EB.

Early in 1917, at a special meeting for the purpose,
election of nev officers took place. lichael Doyle became
battalion commandant, Dan Jeffers became company captain of
B/Company - my compary. Tom Sharkey, lst Lieut. and Denis
Keane, 2nd Lieutenant. The strength of B.Compapy at this time
vas 70 men. C/Company wes reformed at this time. A. and D.
Companies also had elections for officers at the same time.

Some time later that year all of the men arrested after
Easter Week vvere released. From then to the end of the year
drilling, route marching and practice in the use of the rifle
was general.,

Shortly after Stackts release, he called 2 general battal-
1on reeting at 3pa Road, Ballyraicard. After the'meeting he
appoanted me organiser and s ent me to Fenit' seven miles from
Tralee to form a company there. I got together 50 men at PFenat.
I became company captain, Jerh. Sullivan became lst Lieutenant,
Thomas Walsh, 2nd Lieutenant, and lMichael Flynn, adjutant.

We immediately got down to drilling, parading and practice in
tke handling of rifles.

In abpout the month of August 1917, all Volunteers in.the
town of Tralee and surrounding districts of Blennerville,
Curraheen, BallyRoe, Ballyseedy and Eenit assembled at the
Sports field, Tralee and marched to Casement's Fort uvhere ve
were addressed by Stack, Thomas aAshe, Fionan Lynch and P.J.

Cahill. 411 of these- dastricts outside tie town of Tralee had,



by this time, been absorbed in the Tralee Battalion. The
general tone of the speeches by thes officers on the occasion
vias the necessity for intensive organisation and the practice
in the use of arms.

Early in 1918 during the conscription scare I, with other
members of the Volunteers, addressed meetings after lass on
Sundays, saying ‘e were determined to resist conscraption.

Vie appealed to young men to join the Volunteers. The strength
of the Fenit Company increased in the period to 150 men, while
the entire battalion strength exceeded 1,CCC mens At tnis
period I, with other Volunteers, collected a number of shotguns
in the area. After the scare of conscription was ended, most
of the nev Volunteers remained vith their compznies.

At the end of the year at least 50 Volunteers from the
toun of Tralee vent to Waterford to assist the Waterford
Volunteers in the election campaign there in support of the
Sinn Fein candiadate. Our candidate in Kerry had been returned
unopposed.

The year 1919 saw the usual route marches with surprise
mobilisations from time to time. During the year Iwas
appointed ccllector for the D4il Rireann loan arnd collected
in Spa parish. At the end of the year all shctguns 1n the
battalion area in cavilian hands were collected?ﬁg every case
vere surrendered iathouti any grumbles.

The brigade staff under Paddy Canill planned a2n attack
on Caap R.I.C. barracks for 19th February 1920. Men from the
four Tralee companies, as well as men from Castlegregory and
Camp Companies,vere selected for the attack. In all, there
vere about 40 men 1n the actual attack; they were armed with
either rifles, shotguns or revolvers, while about 20 men viere
on outpost duty. I did nct take part in the attack and cannot
give details, but as corpary captain of Fenit Compeny, I

received orders from the battalion 0/C., Mick Doyle, %o cut



6.

telegraph wires and block all roads in my area. This oréer
I carried out with the help of the company.

The attack was carried out on the night of the 19th
February. Dan Jeffers, captain of B/Company, was in charge.
The attack lasted a couple of hours after which the I.R.4.
withdreir. On the followrang day Camp barracks was evacuated
by the R.I.C.

Early in April of this year I took part in a rzad on the
Income Tax offices in Tralee. Paddy Cahill, braigade 0/C. was
in charge. YWitn the help of an official of the Tax Office, who
was a member of the I.R.i., we had no difficulty in gaining an
entry. 411 loose documents vere carried out and burned in
the yvard adjoining the offices. I carried out all heavy
ledgers which were placed in a pony cart and taken to Strand
vhere they were destroyed. ©Some of the men who took part in
this job were Joe Griffin, excise officer, Billy Mullins,
Tommy Sharkey, Jeremiah O'Cormor and John Sullivan.

Scome time at the latter end of lay 1920, Cehill issued
mstructions for an attack on Fenit R.I.C. barracks. The
garr_lson sitrength of TFenit barracxs was approxinately 8 nen,
made up of 6 R.I.C. and 2 Tans who had arrived earlier in the
month. As Fenit vas my company area I discussed the matter
with Cahill and members of the brigade and battalion staffs.
Eventually Cahill outlined a plan of attack and ordered me
to take charge.

The pier, wnich was a wooden structure, was situated
partially in front of the barracks. At the end of the pier
was a British sloop manned by Marines; the distance between
the sloop and the barracks wvas approxamately 460 yards.,
Si1tuated on thes ame road as the barracks was the Fenit Custom
House, 80 yards away, which was manned by anarmed guard of
10 Customs men.

I
The attack took place on the night of 2nd June 1920.



In all, 60 armed men took part i1n the attack, of which 32
were armed with rifles, the remainder beang armed with shot-
guns. Of the 60 men engaged, 30 were in the actual attack whi.
the other 30 were on outpost duty. Inaddition, a further 30
or 40 men wefe engaged in trenching and blocking roads in the
neighbourhood, while the Fianna under thear 0/C., Mike O'Leary
assisted as scouts.

Attached to the barracks was the private house of a man
named lfahony and his family. I first ordered one section of
10 men under l:aachael C'Connor tc occupy a pesition behind a
cement wall at the rear of the barracks. I placed another
1C men under the battalion C/C.qf Ardfert, Paddy Sheehan,
behind a low wall directly ain front. 1In the meantime, I
ordered three men named Patrick O0'Connor, Tommy Sherkey and
Fugene Hogan to go into Mahony's and remove the children, who
numbered about four, to safety. When these three men had
taken the children to a friend's house some distance away
they returned and occupied Mahony's house. I now placed
10 men under James King on a railway Siding covering the pier,
having previously covered the pier with straw and saturated
both pier and straw with petrol and paraffin.

Lverything 1s ready for the attack. I send a man to
Mahony's house to the three men thereito proceed with thear
orders. Eugene Hogan, one of the men in Mahony's, wvas a
builder, and 1t was he who had built the bharracks some years
previously. He and the other two men break through the roof
of llahony's and get on to the roof of the barracks which they
proceed to strip of slates. After a few minutes they succeed
in making an opening into whicn they pour petrol and paraffin
followed by hand grenades which set fire to the building.

The three men then i1eturned to the gafety of Mahony's
ard later rejoin their comrades. I now give the order to

open fire and, at the same time, call on the enemy to surrend<:



to which they reply with rifle fire. In the meantime, James
{ing and his men at the railway siding have set fire to the st&»
straw and pier. The sloop, with powerful headlights directed
on the scene of the attack, immediately opens fire sending up
shells whkich start bursting in the field opposite the barracks
where I am located witn Paddy Sheehan and his men. Tﬂe Marines
now approach the purning pier but are forced to retreat to
their sloop under the fire of Xing and his men. Just then

the guard on the Custom House also open fire on our positions
in the field opposite the barracks. Our men reply to this

fire and manzge to confine the guard to the building itself.
Firing had been in progress for two hours when our scouts
inform us that reinforcements are on their way from Tralee
military barracks. I decided to call off the attack and
orderasd our men to disengage. As ve left, the barracks and
adjoining house, as well as the pier, are a mass of [lames.

The following day we learned that tvo of the enemy had been
wounded anrd that they and their six companions had been
transferred to Tralee R.I.C. barracks. This was the finish

of the R.I.C. 1n Fenit.

Among the otner men who took part in this engagement vere
Patrick McKenna, J.J. O'Suliivan, Davad Vialsh, 7illiam Cronin,
Dan Jeffers, Patrick Fogan, Michael Kearns, like O'Leary,
Jeremiah Sullavan, Michael Moriarty and James Carmody.

Some time after the attacx on Fenit R.I.C. barracks, I
vas appointed Training COfficer on brigade staif. Upn to 27th
July, nobody had replaced me as company captain in Ienit.
Yhen I received word that a Swedish ship was at Fernit Pier
carryaing arms I took 12 men armed wvith revolvers and proceeded
to the ship vhich we raided. Ve succeeded in capturing faive
rifles and 5,G00 rounds of ammunition for same. The captain
of thie ship protested saying they viere neutral and that they

carried thearms for the purpose of exploding floating mines.



He reported the incident to our G.H.Q. in Dublin iath the
result that our Bragade 0/C., Paddy Cahill, received an order
from G.H.3. to return the 'stuff' to the Swedish captain.
Cahill produced the order and issued anstructions for the
rgﬁrn of the s tuff immediately. I, vith the help of a few men
took the five rifles and ammunition back to the ship and
apologised to the captain for the 1nconvenlence caused.

About the month of August, T took a number of men to the
tovnland of Ballydunlea vhere a military riafle range was
located and destroyed the metal bullseyes and other fixtures
conrected wvith the range.

In the last veek of October the Brigade G/C. sent me W1tﬁ
a verbal message to the Battalion 0/C. of Listowel, James
Sugrue, and to the Battalion O/C. of Lixnaw, Steve Grady,
with instructions to carry out an attack on the R.I.C. barracis
or on a Tan patrol in each battalion area on lovember Eve,
This, I understand, was a general order to all battalions in
the brigade area. Having delivered the messages, I returned
to Tralee that night.

lizchael Doyle, Battalioa 0/C. Tralee, had received a
similar order from the Bragade 0/C. On November night each
of the four companies in the towvn were mobilised and took up
positions in various parts of the towm armed wath revolvers,
shotguns or rifles. The Faarna, under iiike C'leary, being
placed at various points around the town as well as at the
Fo.l R.I.C. Barracks, Ballymullen military barracks and in the
vicinity of three other buildings occupired by eitner Tans or
Auxiliaries,

I was allotted a posaition with seven men at Gas Terrace.
Shortly after taking up my position I received word from one
of the Fianna that two Tans were stanaing at the corner of lew
Road 1n conversation wvith two women. a4 man named Patrick

0'Connor and I approached the two Tans with revolvers draun.
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I called on them to put up their hands; they complied at once.
We took them prisoners and handed them over to a section of
our men located near the Dingle-Tralee tailvay tracks, after
which ve returned to our post at the corner of Gas Terrace.

Just as I got back to Gas Terrace I received word from
one of the scouts that a Tan patrol was approaching our pesztze
positions from Rock St. area. UWe had received instructions
not to open fire until 9.30 p.m. As it happened, no patrol
appeared up to that time. It was 10 o'clock, however, when
word was receaved of ‘the approacn of the patrol from Rock St.

\le let the patrol pass out our positions and for a
distance of 40 yards when I gave the order 'Cpen fire'!'. Ue
fired immediately; two Tans were vecunded and with the rest
of the patrol ran for the barracks. Our orders vere to
retreat after firing; this we did; The remainder of our men
in other parts of the town were then called off. By this time
the streets were clear of Tans as they all made for their
different barracks after the attack.

Later that night at agout 10.30 pem. we all met at a
place called the Brickfields vhich was just inside the town.
Here the Bragade 0/C., after a few minutes discussion on the
night's operations, dismissed us for the night. Before being
dismissed, one of the Fianna, who had been acting as scout,
reported to Cahill that he had overheard a Tan say to one of
his comradés that Abbeydorney R.I.C. barracks was being
attacked by the I.R.A. This attack was actually taking place
at Abbeydorney, which 1s about 10 miles from Tralee, while
we vere engaged in the attack on the Tralee patrol. Some time
later that night the two captured Tans were executed by order
or the Braigade 0/C. by men of 'B' or Strand St. Company.

The streets as I have said were clear of Tans after the
attack. We later discovered the reason for this. It appears

a call had come through from Atbeydorney R.I.C. barracks to
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the Tralee Tans for help, for, a short time after we had
attacked the patrol, three lorry loads of Tans left Tralee for
Abbeydorney and left the streets of Tralee deserted.

The towm was not long kept waiting for an explanation of
this uwneasy quiet. After about two hours the Tans returned
from Abbeydorney, after which followed a week of terror vhich
wall live in thie memory of those who went through it untal
the day they dae.

Immediately on their return the Tans appeared to have
gone mad; they burned, shot and plundered all around them.
They burned down the Town Hall, the old Town Hall which at the
time had been leased to Paddy Cahill as a cinema; the public-
house of Tom Slattery in Rock 3t,; the publichouse of Talbot's
in Nelson St. - now called Ashe Street - and the 1916 shop
of Thomas Clifford in Castle St.

The folloving day, Konday lst HNovember 1920, they went
through the streets shooting all around them. Among those
killed viere ti'o men named John Convay and Thomas Wall, while
several civilians vere vounded. That night they went to
Kilfenora, which 1s about five miles from TIralee, and burned
dowvn the Volunteer Hall there.

During the terror that lMonday night Paddy Cahill mobilised
B/Company (Strand St.) agzin at a place knowvm as the 'grove'.
His intention i1n calling the company together was to attack
the Tans if they continued the burning of the toun. After
'standing to' for several hours he dismissed the company as,
by this time the military had taken over the town from the Tans.
The military were under the control of a Captain O'lfalley and
1% appears he had let it be known that he would not have any
more burnings. I was with my old company 'B!' that night
all of which st1ll retained the arms handed to them for the
engagenment on November night, 21 Cctober 192C.

On Tuesday night, 2nd November, 'E' Company was mobilised
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again, our a rms \iere collected and mken to & dump an Clahane
district.

On Vednesday, 3rd November, I mobilised Fenit Company and
took them to Spa, three miles irom Tralee. In all, I had about
30 men armed with risles and shotguns. I had beern informed that
the Tans would be coming to Spa district on patrol on this
particular day. Ve occupied positions in extended formation on
high ground on one side of the road between Tralee and Spa. We
were 1n positions for four hours after which I called off the
preparations as the Tans never showed up. On this particular day
the Tans went to Ardfert instead, where they shot at caivilians
wounding a number of tnem.

Durang this week all prominent I.R.4. in Trales had to leave
and go on the run. Cahill, the 0/C., kept them fully armed and,
at the same time, formed anactive service unit which later became
the flying column. [ had to leave with the others and went to
the Castlegregory Battalion area, where I joined up with Tadhg
Brosnan, 0/C. of the battalion, which was known as the 4th Rattalios

Decembe} 8th, being a holy day, I, with Michael Mclahon, Mick
Moriarty, lichael Duhig, Dan Rohan and Tadhg Brosnan, attended Mass
in Castlegregory Church. Some time after Mass was over, while in
a publichouse 1n the village, I heard the church bell ringing.
Thia was a signzl that the Tans were coming ard had been in
operation for some time, although I was not aware of it at the
time. I, with other members of the 4th Battalion, dashed out of
the pub and made for the dump whege'we hzd left our arms whichwe
coliected.

A fortnight previously the Tans had corme to Castlegregory
and burned dovn portion of T. Brosnan's house at the same time
firing shots all around. Brosnan, 1in anticipation of another visit
by the Tans, had prepared a plan of attack in the village and had
laxd some land mines opposite Castlegregory railway station in the

centre of the road. These land mines were found in Clahane,
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Castlegregory R.I.C. Barracks after its evacuation by the

Tans in about February 1925.

-
~

As was nov the custom, all of the men in the village
left when the church bell rang. Three lorry loads cf Tans
arrived and immediately opened fire in the street, firing at
least 5,000 rounds. They had heard the ringing of the bell
ard were now aware of what 1t meant. During the firing
one young boy was voundeds The odds agalnst23;re too great
to attempt an attack and after about an hour the Tans left
for Dinglefvhence they had come.

I remainred billeted around Castlegregory area for a
couple of weeks after the above incident when Cahill sent me
to Tralee to assist men of the Trales Battalion 1n a proposed
attack on a Tan guard which had been placed on a Judge of the
Quarter Sessions. The judge was staying at the residence of
a man named guinlan, of Kerrys, Tralee. Quinlan was secretary

of Kerry

// Co. Council. An armed guard of four Tans was placed on
Quinlan's residence and the Tralee men were anxious to carry
out an attack on the guard. Through a misunderstanding
there was nobody to meet me at Ballyricard, Spa Road, on the
night appointed. It appears the local I.R.A. had called off
the attack which was to have taken place on the same night -
Monday - that I arraived at Ballyricard. I returned to the
Castlegregory district next day.

In February 1921, a man named Byrne from G.H.Q., Dublin,
visited the area for the purpose of formirng a flying column.
The column had, in fact, been formed by Cahill some months
egrlier, but it appears Byrne wanted to meet the officers and
men of the bragade staff and to put the column on an official
footing. The meeting took place at Upper Carip. Each
battalion in the brigade was represented. The North Kerry,
or No. 1, Brigade consisted of seven battalions; they were

Castlegregory, Dingle, Tralee, Lixnaw, Listowel, ardfert and
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Killorglin. I attended this meeting as a member oi the
brigade staff. The strength of the entire brigade at this
time was around 7,000 men.

About this time I, with a number of other members of the
I.R3.4. 1ncluding Dan Jeffers, who wes company captain of
B/Coapany, Tralee, were billeted in the homes of Hugh Daly
and people by the name of Fitzgerald at Brandon. Jeffers was
suffering from pnewnonia. An armed guard had been placed
on the two houses by the battalion 0/C., T. Brosnan.

The Brigade I.0., T. Kennedy, had obtained information
from one of the mergeants of the R.I.C. that the Tans were
about to raid &iae Daly's house and that they were aware that
Jeffers and several I.R.A. were located there. Kennedy
conveyed the anformation to Sean Brosnan, company captain of
Castlegregory, vho was a brother of T. Brosnan. Sean passed
the information on to Brandon by one of the men of his company
-—= Thomas Duhig -~ who travellea the 1% miles betweer Castle-
gregory and prardon on horseback. 4 man by the name of
Brendan Brick was on guard that night when he gave the alarm
that the Tans were coming. We immediately retreated to
Brandon Point and had oﬁgig%aly‘s and Fitzgerald's about an
hour wheﬁ the tvo houses were surrounded by the Tans. Laving
surrounded the two houses and, awvare that their intelligence
was correct, they called or: the occupants to surrender, naving
in the meantime fired several shots in the aair. Eventually
they raided the two houses, as well as a number of other
hcuses 1n the area, and subjected the families to brutal
illtreatment in their disappointment at finding that we rnad
escaped.

Some time at the end of January 1921, the Battalion 0/C.,
Tadhg Brosnan, got a local garl to wraite to the Distract
Inspector, R.I.C. Dingle, to inform him that & Sinn Féin

Court was ahout to be held at Ballyduff Schoolhouse and that



she was summoned to appear on a certain charge which was,

of course, just fictitious. The object of the letter was to
draw the Tans to Ballyduff on a certain day, where an ambush
had been prepared. The Tans fell for the letter and turned
out on the appointed day, which was 20th February 1921.

In the meantime, Brosnan had mobilised the battalion which
had taken up positions wnen the Tans arrived. The strength
of the attacking party vas about 50 men, six of vhom had rifles
vwnile the remainder had shotguns. The position chosen vas on
high ground one side of the road at a place called Coum Caoc
(the erooked bend) on Connor Fass vhich was sbout one nile
from the schoolhouse at Ballyduff.

The Tans were conveyed from Dingle by lorry. The lorry
pulled up at the peak of the pass about half a mile from tre
ampush position, that.is, about 14 miles from the s choolhouse.
The Tans dismounded, taking with them a number of bikes off
the lorry. Having mcunted the bikes they proceeded to cycle
into the ambush position. The lorry with machine gun mounted
rermalhed at the top of the pass in charge of about three Tans.
I, wath three or four men, was located about 30 yards from
the roadsidé. by instructions from Brosnan, vho was in charge,
was to open Tire on the patrol in the first instance as 1t
passed ny positicn. When I looked cut I saw tuo Tans pushing
their bikes about 200 yards behind the main cycie patrol.

At the same time I observed the machnine gun mcunted on the
lorry dairectly above me.

When the cycle patrol reached a bridge alongside our
position, they dismounted and awvaited their two comrades
whose bikes were obvicusly out of order. My reason for not
opening ifire was that I anticipated that the full patrol, once
they reached the schoolhouse, would have to recurn again
when e would be abhle to ambush them in a more compact body.

Apart from this, the lorry on the brow of the pass was



16.

overlooking our positions and could easily have waped us cut
wvith machine gunrire as wWe were located on lower ground,
thcugh not in full vievw. As it was, the machine gun did open
fire, but not at anyone or anything in particular.

After being joined by their two comrades, the patrol
proceeded to the s choolhouse which they r aided, as well as
the ncuse and forge of an I.kK.A. man named Sesn Brosnan.
Having done so they proceeded to Castlegregory, about eight
miles from the schoolhouse, where they w ent to the railway
station with the object of procuring a train back to Dingle.
As 2t happened, the train wnich they meant to catch had
already left. after thear visit to the station they spernt
five or six hours around Castlegregory. In the meartine,
our scouts vere active and Xept us i1informed of the posation.
As the patrol was raading ths s choolhouse the lorry, wath
machine gun, reversed and returned to Diangle.

At last our scouts informed us that the patrol were
akbout to leave Castlegregory and were about to return to
Dingle the same vay as they nad come.

It was now very dark as the patrol appeared, coming
tovards the ambush position pushing their bikes. As they
approached all I could see was the glow of cigarettes which
they were simoking. This being my only target, I, as
instructed, gave the order 'open fire'. I and the men with
men opened fare to vhich the Tans replied. Immediately
firing became general. After about quarter of an hour the
Tans broke off the engagerient. We advanced to the pass and
there we collected 9 rifles and 9 bikes abandoned by the
eneny, after which ve returned to our billets taking our
captured bikes and rifles with us.

In the course of the shooting that night I happened to
say to a man named Kelly from Tralee, who was beside me:

"Kelly, go do'm nearer the road" vhich it sppears the Tans
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overheard, for, that same night after arrivaing back in Dingle,
they burned dowvn the house of a Dingle Volunteer named Kelly
under the impression that he was the Kelly involved. I
subsequently heard that the Tans, later that night, commandeer-
ed some local farmers to guide them back to Dingle.

On the following Sunday,?2nd February 1921, we mobilised
again at Ballyduff, thinking there would be reprisals. The
Tans did not show up that day at Ballyduff, but 11 lorry loads
of them arrived at Ohalasla, about 10 miles from the scene of
the ambush where they shot dead a ciévilian by the name of
Cronin.

On Tuesday morning following we got word that 40 Tans
had gone by train from Tralee to Dingle. Brosnan decided to
ambush the train orn 1ts way back that evening at a point near
the railway station of Camp, Castlegregory. In the meantime
he sent word to the Brigade G/C., Paddy Cahill, asking at the
same time for men to assaist in the attack. Cahill had by this
time a headquarters established at Keel which was knovn as
the 'Hut'. The 'Hut'!' was a large woocen building built into
the mbuntainside behind a formation of rocks. It overlooked
Dingle Peninsula and Castlemaine Bay. The columh or any men
on the run, as well as Cahizll hamself, could always be located
at the 'Fut'.

Cahall sent 1% men. Reinforcements also arrived from
Curraheen and Derrymore companies. Our total strength was 60
men all of whon were a rmed with raifles.

Havaing t aken up positions near Camp railway station
on one side of the railway empankment, we were awalting the
approach of the train. Brosnan received a wire that three nuns
vere travelling on the s ame train as the Tans. After the
recelpt of this anformation he decided to call off the ambush.

A short time afterwards I came to Zallygarron, Spa, to

the house of a man named Rail. There I vas informed that a
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woman named Mrs. Walpole was found that morning shot dead

on the side of the road with a label on her chest which

read 'shot as a spy's I knew this could not be correct

2s 1 had stayed at her house several times since I Tirst went
on the run. I investigated the matter and discovered that
the shooting was the result of a gamlly TOv,.

On Sunday morning, 20th March 1921, members of the
flying column from Castlegregory, Dingle arnd Killorglin
Battalions took up positions at Lispole on either side of the
road with the intention of ambushing three lorry loads of
Tans vhich usually travelled or patrolled the road from
Dingle to Annascaul and back. I was located about 50 yards
off the road 1in charge of 7 men begid® & railway sading
which was situated several feet below the level of the road.
Seven other men in charge of Michael Duhig vere located 1in a
cottage on the same side of the roed. The cottage as along-
side the road, but more on the Annascaul or Traleeg side.

On the opposite side, about 20 yards off the road and almost
opposite the cottage, but on ground which was a lot nhigher
than the road, 10 men in charge of Dan lMulvihill or James
Cronin - I_am not sure which - occupied an old schoolhouse
with a good view of any approaching enemy. Behind the
schoolhouse, on still higher ground, ran a boreen which vas
almost pérallel to the road but not gquite, in vhich 30 nmen
in extended formation were located behind & raised bank of
earth. This boreer afforded an excellent viev of approach-
ing traffic as weldl as the schoolhouse. 4t the side of the
schoolnouse a punt gun in charge of Patrick Kennedy,
Annascaul Company, had been mounted and was directed on to
the road.

We remained in position all that day until about 5 p.n.
vhen we retired for the night. On the following day, which

vas llonday, we again occupied similar positions as on the
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previous day and again retired that night at about theqsame
time without seeing any sign of the awaited patrol.

On Tuesday, 22nd March 1921, at 10 a.d. vWe again took up
our positions. Shortly after doing so, one oi our men c ame
out of the old s choolhouse and tripped over a length of cord
attached to the punt gun outside with the result that the
punt gunw ent off with a bang. Abéur an hour later another
of our men, located in the boreen, accidentally discharged
a rifle wounding a man beside him, named Fitzgerald. The
man 1n charge of this section sent seven of his men to carry
the wounded man avay to his home whichwas situated a few
miles behind the height on vhich they were located.

At 2 p.m. wve got a signal that the Tans were coming
We were waiting For the lorries to come through in the
ordinary way, instead, the three lorries pulled up at the
new schoolhouse about one mile from the amoush position
where azbout 10 Tans got out and proceeded up the hill at the
back of the positions held by our men 1in the boreen and the
schoolhouse. Having got above those posataons, the Tans
opered fire on the s even men who had taxen the wounded
Fitzgerald to his home and were just then returning to their
positions, These seven men were unarmed at the time. As the
10 Tans made for the high ground above the boreen, another
group of about 7 Tans with a machine gurn crossed 1into a field
on the lov ground behind my position, while, at the same
time, the main body of Tans advanced on foot to within 1060
yards of the ambush position. The encircling movement of
the Tans was so svift that 1t caused some confusion. As the
10 Tans on the height opered fire on our 7 unarmed men, the
Tans in the field behird me and the main bedy of Tans on the
road opened fire vith the machine gun and rifles on the old
schoolhouse. The machine gun in the field was firing over

our heads, the fire from this section of Tans, as wvell as the
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fire from the main body was concentrated on the old school-
nouse only.

As our men 1n the old schoolhcuse and the boreen had not
by this time replied to the fire of the 10 Tans above them
or to the section of Tans behind me, or to the section on
the road, I assumed that they had evacuated their positions
and that they were about to surround or get behind the 10
Tans above them. I ordered my men to retreat and, i1f possibl
to get 2t the back of the machine gun crew and Tans benind us
In this manceuvre I was successful.

Havaing got behind the Tans to the back of us I then
discovered thdt our men 1in the schoclhouse and the boreen
wers sti1ll in their oraiginal positions and tnat the latter
section were now engaging the 10 Tans who had come i above
ther: and had them almost surrounded. These 1C Tans had, by
this time, captured four of our men located in the boreen.

In the meantime, the machine gun crew and Tans vith them
continued to concentrate on the schoolhouse, but once our men
opened fire in the boreen they left their positions in the
low ground and returned to the road.

Shortly after the start of the battle two of the
lorries returned to Dingle for reinforcements and brought
back with them about 20 Marines. The fight had been in
progress for about two hours when the Harines arn,lved. AS
they arrived the 10 Tans who had captured the pr.isoners
made ror the road which they succeeded 1in reaching, leaving
behind the four prisoners. By now, our men in the boreen
and schoolhouse had effected a retreat. The entire body of
Tans and Marines decided at the same time to break off the
engagernent and, mounting the lorries, they returned to Dingle

I sent word to Cahill that the Tans were on their way
back to Dingle and suggested to him that we should follow

them back to Dingle. He replied that as he had a number of
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wonnded men we could not do so. The wounded men were:-

w
# Thomas Ashe, Thomas Hefley and James Daly. Theomas Ashe died
w
. the following day and Thomas Eﬁ%ey six weeks later.

Atout a fortnight prior to 26th April 1921, Cahill
detailed a Fianna' boy named O'Connor to go to Glenbeigh
to observe the movements of the enemy in tmat area. Cahiall
was aware that a party of military, which was known as a
ration party, usually travelled from Glenbeigh to Tralee.
The train, after leaving Carirciveen, picked up the military
at Glenbeigh Where they vere stationed 1in a building sone
short distance from the railway station and «hicix overlooked
the station. O'Connor returned o Cahall with full details
of the procedure of the milatary when about to board tie
train.

The party usually numbered 15 armed with rifles and a
machine gun and arrived at the station some time before the
train was due. wﬁen they got there they always stacked
their rifles against a low wall while waitirg to board the
train at 8 a.m. Having got this information, Cahill
decided to capture the arms.

At this time I, with Cahill and 20 other men, were
1n our headquarters at the 'Hut' at Keel. At 1 a.m. oOn
26th April 1921, we started for Glenbeagh railway station.
Vhen ve reached Inch Strand we procured two boats and rowed
across the bay to Crumaun strand on the other side and from
there proceeded to Glencar bridge where we were met by Dan

ob Y1y Vb omrev”
Hulv1h11a<w1th about 4C men. Glencar bridge was 2pproXe.
two miles from our objective. We got on to the railway line
and made along the line to Glenbeigh station vhere we arrive
at 7 a.m., one hour before the train wvas due. 1e had
travelled a distance of approximately 20 miles, six of vhich
was along the strand. Twenty oi the rnen wvere armed vith

rifles; the §remainder had shotguns;
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Cahill was in charge. He posted about 7 men in the
waiting room; about 20 in two or three railway wagons
standing in a siding and about 15 behind an embankment along-
side the station. A& further 10 or 11 men were placéd on
outpost duty further back from the station. I was then ordered
by Cahill to take seven men and occupy the signal -cabin.

Yaving done so, I returned to Cahill and told him that there
was no room ior seven men in the cabin and that it ivould be
dangerous to have so many men in such a wooden structure.
Cahill agreed and told me to leave one man in the cabin and to
take the other six men to a position near the stationmaster's
house. As I was doing so, a dog at the statiommaster's house
started to bark and, looking round, I saw the military approach
they could not, however, see me. I had no time to take up the
position aindicated by Cahill, but instead, I and the six men
crossed the railvay line and vook up a position behind an
embankment which ran parallel to thne tracks. Thnis embankment
vas in line vith the embankment occupied by the fifteen men
earlier. We were, however, separated from the 15 men by a
main réad on which railvay gates irere situated.

In the meantime, a numpber of railwar passengers including
sorie women arraved <t tne station and proceeded to the waiting
room where our 7 men were located. One of these vomen, seeing
the armed men in the waiting room, became hysterical and start-
ed to scream. Our men tried to r estrain her, but she broke
avay and ran out on the platform followed by one of the men -~
Jeremiah O'Connor - armed with a rifle. He wanted to take her
back for her own sarety. As he grabbed at the woman, the
military,vho were all vhistling a tune of some sort, were
entering the station. The milatary, seeing the armed man,
stopped dead in their tracks. Cahill, who vas with the 15 men °
behind the embarkment, seeing the situation, immediately opened

fire; at the same time the mea in the vagons o:ened fire.
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The military, without firing a shot, dropped the machine gun
and a number of rifles and ran for cover behind a nearby lov
wall on the opposite side of the station. From behind the low
wall they retreated uphill towards their barracks, taking with
them three of their men who had been wounded. Having gone a
distance of about 300 yards they returned our fire with vhat
rifles they now possessed which numbered about four. Ve
continued to fire until they hed reached the barracks.

AS the military left the station our men in the waiting
room emerged and collected the abandoned arms vhich consisted
of one machine gun, two pans of ammunition and 10 rifles fully
loaded.

As I and a number of the men engaged 1n the operation
were retreating, the train arrived at the stationand later
passed us as ve were proceeding througn a field adjacent to the
rallway line,

When we arrived at Glencar bridge on our vay from the
scene of the attack, horses and carts wvere provided by people
in the locality which toock €ahill andé nme, as well as the rest
of his men to Crumaun Strand, vhere we got into tuo boats
and returned across the Bay to Inch Strand and eventually
to the 'Eut' at Keel.

Among the men in this operation were Tadhg Erosnan,
Michael Buhig, Michael Mcl@ahon, Eﬁgene Hogan, Mike O'Leary,
Tom O'Connor (known as 'Nuts'), Sean Moran, Willaiam lfullins,
Jerry liles, Jeremiah Connor, Dan Jjeffers, Tom U'Connor,
Battalion Commandant of the area (Xillorglin), and Dan
Mulvinill, Battalion 4djutant (Xillorglin). Thas operation
took place on 26th April 1921.

Lbout the end of llay 1921, Cahill at the 'Hut' received
a report that a cycle patrol of Tans had passed through
Castlemaine @n their way to Tralee from Killorglin. There

were no Tans or military located in Castlemaine at’ this tirme.
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The battalion staff of Killorglin were very anxious to ambush
this patrol of Tans and had a sxed Cahill for his opinion-in the
matter. Cahill sent me to meet the battalion staff - Tom
Conror, Dan Mulvihill, Jack Flynn and James Cronin. Cahill
thought that the object of the patrol might be a plan to trap
the I.R.A. and told me to advise the men to call off the attack
For this particular day ané to valit and see 11 they would
travel again at a later date. To this suggestion the men
agreed.

A wveek later on Ilst June 1921, Cahill was informed again
by the battalion staff, Killorglin, that the Tans had travelled
once again to Tralee. We met the XKillorglin men near Milltown
on the Killorglin side of Castlemaine, and arranged our
positions. Killorglin Batta110+ad 3C men on the job, which
made a total of ¥+ men. Twenty of the men were armed with
rifles, wkile the remainder had shotguns.

e teok up positions in extended formaticn of 400 yards
on one side of the road. ‘le were in our positions for
approxinately two hours vhen we were informed by cur scouts
that the Tans had arrived back in the village of Castlemaine
vhere they spent half an hour in a publichouse. After leaving
tne publichouse the Tans mounted their bikes and, led bya
District Inspector and Sergeant, cycled into the ambush
position. As they approached I observed a man driving a horse
and cart some 10C yards in front of the patrol. I beckorned to
him tc move on. He lashed up his horse and drove off furiously.
4s he dad so, I saw the District Inspector and Sergeant standing
on the pedals of their bikes trying to get a viev of the road
in front over the horse and ecart. By this time the Tans
behind the D.I. and sergeant had closed up ir close formation
and wvere not extended as e had expected.

Tom Connor, battalion commandant, who was in charge,
had issued instructions for me and the men beside me to open
fire in the first place as soon as the patrol arrived at the

point where I wvas located behind the ditch.



25.

When the patrol was directly opposite my positioﬁ, I and
the men alongside me fired the first volley as arranged, after
which the other men in the attack opened fire. The shoctirg
wvas swift and all over in a few minutes. The Tans.did not
reply to the fire. The patrol had consisted of nine men; seven
of these were shot dead, while tvo escaped. ™"e crossed the
ditch to the road and collected seven rifles and a revolver,
the property of the D.I.

ile searched the D.I. and sergeant and found on the D.I.
several dispatches and maps including one of the Dingle
Peninsula together vith a reference to a proposed large scale
rbund—up of the Peninsula 1tself. On the sergeant we found
£100 in notes -~ presumably the pay of the patrol vhich he had
dgrawn an Iralee. In his haversack we found a document which
contained a reference to the capture of Sean Moylan and the
capture on ioylan of a cheque for about £14%0 of I.R.A. funds.
Yle left the dead men on the roadside. I and the 1% men who
had assisted 1n the attack returned to the 'Eut' at Keel.

One of our ren - Jerry Miles - was accidentally wounded

during the attack. The £100 found on the sergeant was used to
buy food and clothing for the column. I subsequently heard
that the patrol were informed of our presence i1n the vicinity
while they were in the pub in the village. The D.I., it
aprears, treated the information vith contempt as he was heard
to say that he was not afraid of 'Shinners!.

A week or ten days before the Castlemaine ambush, Paddy
Cahill had been suspended by order of G.H.Q. Dublin. e,
however, did not agree vith nis dismissal and continued to
regard him as Brigade 0/C.

A braigade meeting was held at Derrymore, around the end
of May 1921. The meeting was attended by Commandant Price
of G.E.Q. and Liam Iynch, 0/C. 1lst Scuthern Division. It was

at this meeting that Cahill as suspended on the grounds of
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inactivaty. I was not at this meeting as Cahill had sent me
tc Castlegregory at the time in comnnection with a proposed
attack on a Tan patrol there. A man named Andy Cooney became
acting brigade 0/C. after Cahill's suspension.

& fortnight beiore the truce we received word of a
large scale round-up of the Dingle Feninsula by the enemy.
The 'Hut' had been closed on the orders of G.H.5. at the
time of Czhill's suspension. Cahilla dvised me and a number
of other men to go to the Castlegregory district. We took
refuge 1n some large caves 1in the mountainside and wvaited
for the round-up to pass over. The round-up did not take
place.

During the truce I attended training camps at Derryriore,

Barro arnd Tubrad.
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