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STATEMENT BY MR, THOMAS O'CONNCR,

169, Seaman Avenue, New York City, 34 N.¥.,
. U.S.A. |

I have been assoclated with the separatist
movenent since.my early teens -‘frqm.the commencement
of the century. I joined the I.R.B. in Liverpool in
1915« ‘I‘was sworn in by Joe Gleeson, Pat Clinch and

.a man by the name of Craven, whose Christian name I
cannot at the moment recollect. I belonged to the

Liverpool.Circie, the Centre of which was Joe Gleeson.

‘Through Se&n T.. 0'Kelly, the President, I became
acquainted with Tom Clang snd Sefn McDermott, for whom
T carried out any special duties assigned to me by these
two gentlemen, the principal cne being to keep open the
lines of communication between Ireland and the Unifed
States. My contacts in the States were John‘DeVOy,
John T. Ryan and Joe McGarritty, the leaders of the Clan

na Gael in the States.

I took any job that was going at the time on boats
plying between Liverpool and America so that I could
carry despatches between the two countries.. 1 was not
too concerned with the pesition which I hel@ so long
as it enabled me to do thisfparticular-work. I was
aware during the years 1915 and 1916.that the prime
object of the Clan movement in America and the Brotherhood
in Ireland was an Insurrection in arms against Britain
at an opportune moment, and my work on boats waé solely

concerned with this object in view.

Up to the time of the entry of the United States

!



into World War 1 the authorities there paid little
attention to our activities, so that we were enabled to
carry on with a reasonable degree of safety in the

carrying of despatches between the two countries.

In regard to Casement®s mission to Germany for
the purchase of arms for the-Volunteers, as far as' I am
aware Casement was not in the complete confidence of the
Clan in America who always regarded him as a pacifist.
Casement was not aware of the plans for, or the date
fixed for the Rising of 1916, and it was only through
knowledge obtained from 2 German Government official
that he became aware of the project. As soon as he
discovered this he made arrangements to }eturn and
actually did return to Ireland with a view to preventing
the Rising taking place. Casement%s mission, as 1.
understood it at the time, was primérily the formation
‘of an Irish Brigade from among the prisoners of war
captured by the Germans and I am satisfied thet Devoy
regarded Casement as a man who was not in favour of
physical force.. I ém aware that Casement was looked
upon more in the light of a diplomat endeavouring to
obtain favourable trade relations between Germﬁny and
Irelénd when the Rising had been a success. -In other
words, he could be looked upon as an unrecognised

Ambassador of a Republic about to be declared.

While the name of von Papen figures prominently
in the later history of this particular period in tne
United States, I would point out that the real man behiﬁd
the scenes in the German Embassy was a gentleman named
von Skall who, with the usual German flair for method,

filed all letters received from Devoy in connection with



the transport of arms from Germany to Ireland. Sometime
in April, 1916 - I think it was about the 15th - the
United States Secret Service having got wind of the ﬁatter,
raided von Skall's office which was not a part of the.
German Embassy and discovered the corfespondence which
had passed between Devoy and him. The German Embassy
was at the time usihg a radio stationlin Kexico for the
transmission of messages between them and their Foreign

. O0ffice in Berlin. All this correspondence, covering

the arrangements for the transport of arms to support

the Rising, was discovered and the American Government
immediately got into touch with the British Foreign
Office in London, giving them full details of the
arrangements. The British Government, however, did not
take the matter seriously and took no steps to counteract
the moves from the German end until the "Aud"™, which was
subsequently scuttled off Cobh, was actually on the high

se&as.

The original arrangement was that the arms should
be landed at Limerick or Fenit between the 20th and 23rd
April, 1916.  On the lith April, 1916, Philomena
Plunkett delivered a message from the Militafy Council
‘to Devoy, asking that the arms should not be landed until
the 2%rd April. On the 15th April Devoy handed a
typewritten copy of this message to von Skall who
wirelessed it via Mexico to Berlin. Inh the meantime
the ™Aud" was at sea and, not being equipped with
wireless, she could not be contacted. I. might mention
that the "Aud" was a cargo boat, which was originally an
English vessel belonging to the Wilson Line énd which
had fallen into the hands of the Germans in the early

days of the War, Ho cargo boat in those days was
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equipped with wireless - hence the failure to contact her.
The Germans first suggested that a fleet of fishing vessels
be provided by them for the purpose of shipping arms to
Ireland. This. arrangement did not meet with the
appro%al of the Military Council who sent Philomena
Plunkett to America Wwith instructions thet only one boat
was to be used for the purpose. The Germans had also '
arranged that the landing-shdﬁld be effected at Fenit
without reference either to' the C;an in America or to

the Military Council of the I.R.B.

I am not aware that at any time was it proposed to

use German officers to officer the Volunteers in arms

against the British.

All messages exchanged between the Clan na Gael
in America and the Republican Brotherhood in Ireland
were in code, or so worded as to be meaningless to

other than those for whom they were intended.

Thomas Clarke and Sefn McDermott used to stay
in my father's house in Sheriff St. and 1t was theré I
was given the code and instructed in its use. I kept
this code in a small notebook which measured appfoximately
% inches by 2 inches and could be bought at the time for
thrée a pennye. I gave this notebook to John Devoy
prior to the Rising, and explained to him the method -
to follow in coding and decoding messages exchanged
between Ireland and Améfica. On that occasion I
gave him a. coded message from Tom Claﬂ% and Sefén

McPDermott.

The message, I remember distinctly, opened With
the words: "This code should not be divulged to any
person other than a member of the Revolutionary

Directory or the recognised agent of the German Embassy".



As soon as Devoy had decoded the message to the word
"Embassy™, he turned to me and said: "“That is all, .
0'Connor. You may go now!, He seemed to overlook
the fact that I knew the code by heart and the contents

of all messages from Ireland to the Clan wWere known to nme.

At the time of Devoy'"s death I made inquiries and
had a search made of Devoy's papers in an effort to trace
the notebook containing the code, but my search was
fruitless. Devoy omits to make any reference to it in

any of his publications.

I read Piaras Beaslai's recént articles in 'The
Irish Independent® in which he referred to the code as
a jumble of figures. This is not correct, as once
learned it was easy to remember. It was built.up
of the figures 1,2,3,L and 5 and excluded the figures
6,7,8,9 and 0 (zero). The latter figufes when used,
as undoubtedly .they would be, were to be ignored, as
they would only be included for the purpose of

misleading those into whose hands a message might fall.
The code was as follows:

A, B. C. D+ E.
11 12 13 14 15
I

Fo G"o H. . J.
21 22 23 2, 25

1 . R. . |
k2 Ly LhoLs

U. V. W, X.. Y.
51 52 55 5L 55

The letter Z was left out.
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whon 14 you £irat Decago assogiated with the
Souarbists Moweoont?

whon 2R3 you-join tho i.sa,B,?_uiwra and by whom werd
yau eworn in? To whst Clcole @id you bolong and
whe was the Cantre?

When 312 you join the Ivieh Volunteers and to wiveh
Urit 418 you belore? who uere your Officers?

Whon 44 you first join e Trans-itlantic Shipping
Compang. were you trotyucted to 0> so by thoe
Supress Courncil and/or MHilitary Coureil.

IF so, by whom wore you detailsd and shat was ths gist
of the instructions giver o you? :

“hat method Aid you adopl to safeguurd the dispatche-
ard/or money ¢iven into your custodyt .

Ware there &ny other members of Ue crew or ¢rews

. engagef on this work? Apre trey etiil alive ard

if =0, whors do they Live?

what waz the attitule of the Amerioan Secvod é}uwme
to yeu and to the clan generally?

In t8e years 10l and 1915 ennnldoradle corrosyordonts
vas szehangefl betweon Devoy 1b the States avd Cluario,
¥nDerPaott, Hopaon ard Mekeill in Irelard on the
Ju8 tion of atms aid for the Yolunteers. wore y3a
cvedrced in the ecarrying of these duspatcehss orad
wore you nafde sware of theo contents? Cen you say if
tus sald despotebos wure written oy in coded

whait do you unow of i{he ¢lan plan to yet args froen
{ermeny and the contacts batvacn Duvoy and
Von Papen, aud Von Papen anf Euno Moyer of the
(ierpan Labassy? :

Duvoy was inforned by the Military Counell on the
Sth Fobruary, 19156, that g w301y hod beon fixed for
suster Sunday, Anril 23rd. The Hilitary Councid
royue ved t!_!iié aryirgemest o gede for the sulproit

of armp frop Cermany, sacuwe to bo landed at Liserick

or Farit Hetusen L(be Z0th «248 Z3rd april.

Bate: Capement wus at this ting 1o Gervany alran ioo
api gont, Garn you gay in oiat €m this eonc.pe U
delivered to Sevoy ol wual is your rocollection ol tf
patters WHes tho wuesoage written or in codoay

Deyoy sort §.4s Uws0aps with o covurirs lotter to
Von Papen at the Gerpan Uadassy for transmission by
!‘Wé%ﬂ) ga Borlin. #Have yoik any kmuicdno of this
mattor



6.

9,

8.

2.

0.

1i.

i2.

2

Fhilezsna Plunkett sister of Juseph Pluniettdelivered
a duplicate of tho sogsage of the Sth Feurwary on tho
i2th February lopether with dotalls of the .ijgralling
arvar;omonts fron the arzs ship o shore. «hat do
yau know of this matter?

From the Wth to the luth Maveh, 1916, Deévoy was in
conatant toueh with the Gsroan habasey, Ho sert
particulars of the arrangowmonts hoe had made with thy
Garpan Egbigsy to the Supreme Courvil on the '
4tn March, 1916, kove you besrer of this despateh
and what do you know of the wattar?

Pering this period Jomeph Plumkettwrote to Caseanst
in Berliin Poforning Gin of - :

(&) the date of the rising,

(b) reguesting thab tho arus be lerded Yralee Ray at
dawn on Easter Monday,

() zo-uesting that German officers be sort to conoand
the Volunteer anits, ard

(6) neiting thut a Serpan submaring be gent for dudy
in Dublin Bay. Caw you give any information in
this connection. :

On the 14th April, 1916, Philomera Plarket: delivered a
message from the Militery oy asking
t.a the Arme ghonid n 2 Lha nisht

0T 2308 A

, vil. On tue folldwing day, the
: L4y, Devoy handed 8 typewritten copy of this
message to Von Papun vho wirelessed it to foplin,

Hoke: The "Aud" had, however, loft on the 9th April
&nd as she was not equipped w&ﬁh wirelsss sho ¢ounld
ot be cortagted. CGan you throw any 1i:ht on this

- mattor?

On the 15th April the United Jtates Seerets Serviee
raided tho Goruan Embasey ard capturcd tho corressuide
erceg exchanged betwasn Dovoy amd Von Papen and
Von Papen and tho Gorman Covernment in 2erlin. The
Brited States 3screts Service impafiately made known
thalr discovery to the British Covernment in lLongon.
Havo you any inf-rmation on this matter?

wh.t was the date of thic luet contact with Devoy prlor
to the Rislog, and on that ceg.gion vare you honded
dogpatoles ami/or eash for delivery €5 the Militavy
o duprepe Courcil, if =20, vers the sald doghatohos
verbal, writtes or In cofie. w«hen did you reach

_ .ﬁnbm and to whoe 414 you deliver tho azld desnatenos:

It has bLeen stated olsewhore that Dovey was inforped
by coded tologram gent from Tralee via the Valertia
Wireleas axd Cabdle Station on Lastor Monday that a
iisirg had tazen niace ir Dubiin at 12 otelock on

the pravious day, Gaster Sunday. Dovoy iomediately
ealled & Frogs conforence to vhom ho gave the nows.
Ouing to o delay in transmission und a d4fférence 1in
How York and lIrish tiucs Davoy was giving this
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fuforantion to tho Pesss at tho cetosl tins that the

ising on Bastor Honlay wan Saking plsce. The Now
York press lmmedliately issued a gpacial edition; s coly
of which was hought by a British Counsellor Offlcial
in Hew York who telephoned the information to tho
British Embasay in Weshington. The British Lobassy
1mmediately informed the Forcign Uffice 'in london ard
in eetual fact the Britiash Government cot tho first .
informstion of the Hising frem the Lepresofitative in .
wWashington and not from Dublin., Can you throv any
iight on this malter? ' . ’

13. When 444 yon re-join your unit prior to Baster weg!k ard
where verg you engaged during the povisa? : :

14, Where were you interped and when wore you roloagod?

15, When 414 you resume your activity ss a courior Dotween

Ireland and America subseguart to Baster Logk?

16, When did you re-establish contaot with Devoy agd otlor
lsadors of the Clan? %hat was §ir outlook $n rogard
to the epparent fallure of the Rising, tho oxccutions
&rd British policy gensrally?

17. You wvere arrested by the Amorican Secrobt Sorvice in 1917
' and sentenced to & years imprisomssnt for doirg in
posseszion of cortain dccuments,. What was th0 patore
of these documsnto, how did thoy come into poRp
posseassion end for whom were thoy intenfed? How 414
the American Sscret Service come to &rrest yom, was
there a leakage of iafarmebion 4in this ami;m:ﬁt{on.
?iiw:a w;;e you faprisoned and 444 you sorve your full
ssntsnee '

18. Op the 1Sth August, 1919, you wrote to Devey from :
3700 3outh Park Averue, Los angoles, Calafornia, piving
an aceount of your work with tho Amoricen erganisation

“Friepds of Irish Freedes®., Your lotter implics that
thﬂ ?»BJ{&‘- . WAD amghﬂtiﬁ ﬂ!’iﬂ thﬂt Mﬁﬁmmp Qﬁ &hﬂ
@iffsrent union bramhes ned fallen off. lave you i
thing further to add?

19. How wers you engagsd Guring the years 1920, 1921 avd 19227
Give brief deteils of your activity as soarier Quring
gxsig Years ard the contacts you made in Irolard ard
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