!G ' NAL BUREAU GF MILITARY RISTORY 1913.21!
Q () : g

BURO STAIRE (1iLEATA 19)3-21
e . = i d

No. W.S. /p3¢

A

5.4 1,633

- l.-i'

~

Y
ROINN % COSANTA.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21
STATEMENT BY WITNESS.

DOCUMENT NO. W.S. 1,038

Witness
Michael Doyle,

Upper Rock Street,
Tralee,

Co. Kerry.

ldentity.

Member of Irish Volunteers, Tralee,
Co. Kerry, 1913-1920.

Subject,

Irish Volunteers, Tralee, Co, Kerry,
1913-1920.

Conditions, if any, Stipulated by Witness,

Nil

File No. ., 8- 1121

Form BS M 2




O R BG i NA L BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE mMiLEATA 1913-21

No. W.S. /p3¥¢

STATE!ENT OF MICHAEL DOYIE

41038

S

Upper Rock Street, Tralee, Co. Kerrv

I was born on the 2nd September 1875; I went to the local
Nationral 3chcol until I vas 15 years of age. When I left school
I got vork on the Tralee and Dingle Reilway. I joined the
Royal Engineers in August 1897 and was all through the Boer
Var under Lord Hoberts.

I returned to England 1n 1902. In 1906, while attached
to the 7th Field Company, Royal Enganeers, I was sent to
Fretoria vhere I was stationed for three years. I returned to
England in 1909 and was discharged from the army in August of
that year, having completed twelve years! service. I
subsequently worked 1n Birmingham in the Violsey Tool and Kotor
Works as a carpenter. I then vent to work at Aldershct at the
Royal Engineers Depot as a civilian carpenter. When my wife
died in Aldershot in the year 1912 I came home to Tralee.

After my return to Tralee I started on my owm as a cabinet

cﬁéker, having opened a workshop in Upper Rock Street. Next
door tec my werkshop was the residence of a Miss Slattery where

austin Stack stayed. He vas then a soliciter's clerk in the

+h

arm of G'Conrell's irn Helson St., now called Ashe St.

Stack often visited my workshop and on occasions he was
accompanigd by -Ermest ‘Blythe. We became great friends during
the year 1913 and when the Volunteers were formed in Tralee
at the end of that year I was one of the first ‘to Join.

b oy u
The drall instructorsiat the time were a man named Devine
and a man named Hed Leen. It was I made the vocden rifles with
which tne Volunteers driliéd at the cime. I also made about
tuelve bayonets from one inch raibbon steel which could be fitted
on to the barrel of a shotgun. It was at this time I was
accepted into the I.R.B. by Michael J. O'Connor, vho was the

Tralee I.R.B. Cuyrecle Centre then. It was 1n my own verkshop



that I vas sworn in. COther members of the I.R.B. at the time
I became a member were Joe !’elinn, FZamon Coaror and Paddy
Garvey.

At the outbreak of the 191%-18 war our drill instructors
with a number of cther men who vere on the Braitash armmy reserve
vere called up. The strength of the Volunteers in the toun
of Tralee at this time was about 600 nmen. There were four
corpanies - A, B, C and D. It was kncvm as the Tralee Battalior
then.

After Redmond's call on the Volunteers af \loodenbridge
to defend the shores of Ireland there was a split in the local
battalion. A, B and B Compani&§,were anti-Redmond. C.Company,
ithich was composed praincipally é: members of the Anciert Order
of Hibernians, were in favour of Redmond's policy and broke
away {rom the other three companries and thereafter ceased to
exist. A few men of C., Company were, however, anti-Redmond;
tnese men joined one or other of the other companies, It was
shortly after the split when one of the Velunteers - a man
nared Jimry Scanlon, vho vas 0/C. of Si1grals, had joined
Kitchener's army, that I was appointed company captain of
D. Company.

In the year 1915 I took part in Volunbeer parades, rifle
drill and milaitary exercises generally. I promoted and
subscribed to an arms fund and became entitled to and received
a rifle and amnurnition after the forration of the force under
Patrick Pearse and Zoin imcKeill. Austin Stack at this Time
wvas Director of Organisation. He had been dismissed earlier
in the year from his job as Coliector of Taxes ir Co. Kerry.

In February 1916, Patrick Pearse visited Tralee and
inspected the Tralee Battalion. I wvas on parade with the
battalion which kad mobilised at the Rink, the headquarters of
the Volunteers. Ve marched to the assenbly ground at the

sports field wvhere the men vere reviewed and addressed by Pearse
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on their duty to Ireland and the responsibilities and work
before themn.

At the Rink the same night Pearse delivered a lecture on
the '"Wature of Freedom'. The lecture was promcted by the
Tralee Branch of the Ancient Crder of Hibernians (Irish
American Alliance). After the lecture Pearse was entertained
to tea in St. John's Presbytery by rather Brennan, C.C., 1in
company with Austin Stack, P.j. Cahill and a Father ZEreen.

I understand that 1t was here that Pearse told Cahill tnat
Faster ‘ieek had been chosen as the date of the Rising.

Or. Good Friday 1916, I wvas at the Rink on the return of
Austin Stack from his journey to locate Roger Casement. Stack
and other I.R.B. leadsrs went i1nto conference to consider the
position created by the capture of Casement. At the same time
I mobilised all the available Volunteers I could find to form
a party that could be used to carry out any duty that may have
been necessary as a result of any decision which the conference
reached.

The conference had lasted two and a half hours, at the
end of Ghlch time an Irish teacher named ilichael O0'Flynn called
to the Rink and delivered a verbal message to Stack from the
District Inspector, R.I.C. with vhom he had a conversation
shortly before. The message was to the effect that Con Collins,
uno nad come from Dublin and vho had been with Stack in his
search for Casement, had been arrested and was in the R.I.C.
barracks and that he, Collins, wvanted Stack to call on nim.
The conference thnen broke up without coming to a decision.
Stack left to go to the barracks and I dismissed the party.
The time wvas then about 6 p.m.

at about 7 p.m. vvord went round that Stacx had been
detained at the Parracks by the police. A motilisation of the
battalion vas 1mmediately called by Cahili. Thne men paraded

in full strength, fully armed. In viev of the plans for the



following Sunday, any attemnt to rescue Stack at this stage
vias deemed unwise. It was then known that Casenent had bheen
brought in from Ardfert where he had bpeen captured and vas a
prisoner in the same barracks 'rath Collins and Stack. All
avallable oificers and Heads of the I.R.B. knew that any
attempt at rescue vould mean an attack on the barracks and
that such an attack would upset the plans fecr the landing of
the arms from the arms ship on Sunday. The battalion was
marched through the tovm just for a show of force and returned
to the Rink and dismissed.

vWhen the battalion was duismissed I went to the A.C.H.
rooms at 4, The Square, Tralee. Several Volunteers and a fev
officers vere there also. A visitor there was introduced to
us as iir. ifurray, vho joined us in a game of cards. &bout
11.15 p.m. the school broke up as the rooms were usually closed
at that time every night. "iir. lurray", in order noct to create
any attention to himself, left vith the crowd. I learned after-
vards that he had been intercepted by an I.R.B. man named
Patrick Rayumicnd on the 1nstructions of Joseph lMelinr, a
Volunteers officer and I.R.B. Centre. What happened afterwvards
on that Good Fraday night and up to 7 p.m. the following day
can be told by Paddy Raymond.

On Baster Saturday evening I vent to the A.0.H. Hall as
vas customary. There I learned that !r. lurray wvas l‘onteith,
who had landed trith Casement, that ne was accommodated there
the night before and vas still on the premises.

4 conference of Volunteers and officers decided chat 1t
vas dangerous for lionteith to remain on tne premises any longer.
Edwvard Barry, since deceased, vas sent to the Rink to put the
posaition vzthﬁregard to ilonteitn before the officer commanding
the Volunteers and to suggest that llonteith be conveyed to the

Rank where there was a strong armed guard. Paddy Cahill, who



had taken over command after the arrest of Stack, and who had
no previous contact vith lMonteitn, after hearing Barry, refused

to take over llonteirth, giving as his reason that i1t may

Jeopardise the plans for thge following day -~ Laster Sunday.

sarry reported back to us. After further deliberations
Barry vas again sent to Cahill to press to have Monteith taken
cver; the result was a furtner refusal.

Faddy Raymond then decided to go down te the Fink and
discuss the matter with Cahill. Raymond later informed me that
he placed fully before Cahill the feelings of those of us
officers and Volunteers at the A.0.H. Fall. In partacular,
he pointed out the possible consequences of any attempt by the
R.I.C. to arrest Honteith. In the end Cahill agreed to take
over tMonteith.

Having asked Raymond for details of Monteith's descraiption,
Cahill stated that he would put me in charge of the operation.
He called over Volunteers Patrick Convay and Patrick Donohue,

a railvay firemen vho nad just arrived from the railvay station
v1th some information. Having received instructions from
Cahall, Raymond, Conway and Donchue proceeded to the 4.0.H. Hall
where Cahi1l1l's instructions ivere related to me.

Late that Saturday night, having disguised llonteith to
loox like a rarlvay fareman by blackening his face 111th soot,
Comvay, Donchue, lionteith and myself proceeded to the Rink. On
the vay I said to Monteith: "If the police stop us or try to
arrest you ve will open fire". ‘e were armed vith r evclvers.
Honteith replied: "I am the senior officer. I have more
authority. There 1s to be no firing". We reached the Rink,
however, without any interference by the police. When we
arrived at the Rink the guard was strengthened.

On Easter Sunday morning I was informed that the manoeuvres

which had been called for that day were cancelled. The three



companies, 4, B and D, as well as companies from Dingle and
Baliyferrlter, assembled in the Rink that morning. In all,
there vere about 400 Volurteers present, all of whom vere armed
with either rifles, shotguns or revolvers. At cbout 8 p.m.
that evening, 4, E and D Companies irere lined up outside the
Rink. I was 1n charge of D. Corpany. Iionteith was among the
Volunteers in one of the corpanies. %We got the order 'guick
march! and proceeded in the direction of Ballymacelligott.
vThen ve reached a place known as the 'mile height!' we vere
halted. Iionteith was then handed over to the Ballymacelligott
Company wno had come out to meet us. After a while the three
companies were reformed and marched back to the Rink and
dismissed,

A£11 Easter Veek ve were walting for instructions. We
knev the fight vas on in Dublin, but here in Tralee, due to the
arrest of Stack and Collins, e were in the dark and knew
notning oif what was going on.

On the Saturday night of Faster VWeelr, on the instructions
of Father Breen, tho was on the Battalion Council irith Stack
and Cahill, all arms were taken to the Raink where they were
broken, and later sent by donkey cart to the R.I.C. barracks.

In the veek following all the prominent Volunteers,
including Canill who had taken Stack's place, and a man named
Realy, who tas Battalion 0/C. of Tralee area, were arrested.
From this to the end of 1916 things remairned very gquiet, but wve
kept 1n touch with one ancther and with VYolunteers in other
areas.

In Farch of 1917, the local Volunteers met once again at
a speclal meeting vhich rad been called for the re-election of
officers. I had remained company captain up to then. A4t thais
neeting I was appointed Zattalion O/C. of the Tralee FEattalicn.
Crganisers were also appointed to visit and reorganise tnhe
different companies in and a round Tralee. 4as well as the three

companies - 4, B and D - 1n the town of Iralee, the battalion
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took in the following companies: Blennerville, Bullyvoe,
Oakpari, Curraheen, Ballyseedy and Fenzt.

At this time we ususlly ret in the Hibernien Zall at FolJkt
The Square, Tralee. In about the month of June or July all of
the prominent Volunteers arrested in and after Easter Week
were released and were back in Tralee. During the latter part
of the year we managed to obtain a number of rifles and
ammunition, praincipally from British soldiers home on leave.

During the threat of conscription in the early part of
1918 the strength of the battalion increased to over 1000 men.
It was tinen that the Volunteers intensified their drilliing and
parading. Wnhen the conscription scare was over, most of the
new recruits remained loyal to the Voluntesrs and continued to
take part in the military exercises.

At the General Zlection 1n the latter part of the year
a large number of the local Volunteers ireat to Co. Clare and
Co. Limerick to assist the Sinn Féin Candidate in thiese counties
Our candidete was returned unopnosed.

The year 1919 was a continuation of tane 1ntensive drilling
of 1918, I attended several battalion meetings during the year.
In the latter part of the year the Brigade 0/C., Paddy Canill,
1ssued anstructions Jor the collection of all shotguns and arms
held by cavilians in the batvalion &rea. 1 conveyed the order
to each company captain. All shotguns and small arms viers
subsequently collected, the owners surrendered them for the
most part viitnout any fuss.

Farly in april 192C, I took part in the destruction
of Income Tax records at the Income Tax offices in the tovn,
Paddy Cahill tcok charge of the operatvion. He had no difficulty
1n entering tne buildang. I, with a number of men of the Tralee

Battalion, assisted by men from other battalions, collected all

documents in the building, took them into a yard adjoining the
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Tax office and s et them alignt. Heavy ledgers and files vere
taken by pony cart some distance outside the toun and destroyed
there. Vhile the job vas being carried out, a number of men of i
the Tralee Battalion were on guard armed vitn revolvers. Some o
the men vho took part were Paddy Garvey, vho later becane
brigade adjutant; Joe Griffin, John C'Sullivan and James 8iGensc
G!'Connor.

i July of 1920, John O'Connor, company captain of D.Compan:
put before me a plan for the disarming of an armed enemy guard
at Tralee Railway Station. His plan was to hold up and board a
train a short distance outside the town and +her the train
arrived at the station to hold up the guvard and disarm them.

I told him to go akead. He, vith about 25 of the company ,
succeeded 1n their plan and vere successful 1n capturing about
eleven or twelve rifles.

After the death of Terence MacSwiney in October 1920,

I received an order from the Brigade G/C. to carry out an attacl
on a Tan patrol in the tovmn. On Kovember night, 1920, the
attack vas carried out. A number of men from each of the three
companies in the tovn vere posted in various parts of the toim
and were located off the principal streets. Nost of the men were
armed with rafles or revolvers, while the local Fianrns boys

under the command of :ike O'Leary acted as scouts. Cur ren

vere in their positiocns at about 9 Pem. I had assued instruct-
r1ons that they were not to open fire until 9.20 p.m.

v Some time around 9.3C p.m. a section of our men, under
Paddy Paul Fatzgerald, located at Gas ferrace, received informa-
tion from the scouts that two Tans were in conversetion i72th a
girl at the corner of I'ev Roasd. These two Tans were held ur ard

taken prisoner by Fitzgerald and his men and handed over to a

section of I.R.4i. outside the town. 1iinen the tiio Tans were

handed over, Fitzgerald and tvo other I.K.A. vho took part an



the capture returned tc thear post at Gas Terrace.

Shortly after hias return to Gas Terrace, Fitzgerald
received word from a couple of scouts that the patrol ues
approacning his position from the direction of Rock Street.

As the patrol passed Gas Terrzce they vvere fired on by the
section located there. The Tans immediately ran for the
barracks. In the attack tvo Tans were wounded, but they
succeeded 1in reaching the barracks.

Shortly after the attack I dismissed the sectiongof our
men 1n cther parts of the town. Late that night the tvo
captured Tans vere executed by order of the Braigade C/C.

Scme time around 12 o'clock on the same night the Tans
caire out 1n force and pburned down the Town Hall and several
shops in the town. On the followving day and several days after-
wards the Tans appeared to have gone absolutely mad. They shot
and plundered all around them. Among civilians killed that
week were t'70 men named Conway and Wall. Several other cavilianec
were uc?nded.

During thnis iieek alli of the prominent members oi the I.R.i.
left the town. I was advised by Cahill not to do so as he
considered I vould be more useful in the towm. At the tame
I was lodging with a man named Scanlon. In the same house
Scarlon had a2 flat let to ar R.I.C. man named Sergeant Costello
and his family. Costello was friendly and from time to time
gave re information azbout ampending raids by the Tans to places
outside the toim. I subsequently passed the informaticn to
the Brigade I.0. - T. Kennedy.

In the month of Hovember Cahill formed the Active Service
Column from among the men who had left the town earlier and
men from the other battzlions.in the brigade area. From this
onwards the column was responsible for all operations in the

area. I attended brigade meetings fror time to time.
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Early an March, the Bragade Adjutant - Paday Garvey -
formed a local battalion coluwmr from among the three towm
companies. One of their first operations wvas an attack on
a lorry load of Tans in Bridge Street. They nad asked ne
previously for permission to carry out the attack, te hich
I consented. Later tnis column was responsible for the
shooting of Major Medinnon and Head Constable Benson, who
were the'oflficers 1n charge of the Auxiliarazes and Tans.
After the shooting of Benson things were more or less gquiet

in the tovm untail the Truce.

Signed: Mﬁ%

Date: 'ﬂfru /3’712' I_fb'y.

(Michsel Doyle)
Witness: %mt ﬁ &gé

John J. Daly

Nov.13th 1954
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