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Co. Limerick.

I was born on the 8th Méy, 1836, I was sent to
Glin National School until I was 15 years of age.
After leaving school I went to Mooneys of Dublin to serve
my apprenticeship to the Wine and Spirit Trade for a
period of four years. After my apprenticeship 1 worked
in a public house called "Wines from the Wood" at 21,
Eden Quay, Dublin, for a period of two years. I was
Manager here fdr about one year. From here in the year
1907 I joined the R.I.C. and was stationed in different
parts of Ireland, and in 1916,prior to the Rising, I was

stationed in Portadovm.

A delegate meeting of the officers and men of the
R. I, €. stationed in the country had been arranged for
the Monday of Easter Week 1916. I had been appointed a'
delegate to represent the R.I.C. men in the North of '
Ireland. I éfrived in Dublin at 1 p.m. Taster Monday.
I left Amiens Street Station, called to Mooney's of
Abbey Street and found it was closed. I spoke to two
young men in Hooney's window and discovered that the
Rising had started. I then saw the flag hoisted on the
G. P, 0.

I then reporied at the R.I.C., Depot in the
Phoenix Park; after reporting I wanted to go out into
the city but was not allowed to leave, Soon afterwards
an R.I.C. man who had just arrived from Tipperary told
me he had a message to deliver on the following morning
to the Manager of Xingsbridge Railway Station. I

asked him if I could go out with him; he said yes, so

on the following morning, as he produced his pass to the



guard at the gate I walked out with him. I was not in
uniform and as soon as I got out I lef't the other man
and went to stay in the Ivy Hotel, Temple Street, Dublin,

where I remsined until the Friday of EFaster Week.

From the Hotel I went out each morning through
O'Connell Street and other parts of the cify. On one
of these mornings I saw the Volunteers barricading Henry
Street. I spoke to the officer in charge. I did not
know him and he did not know me, but I helped the
Volunteers to barricade the street. On the ¥riday
morning I was halted by.the British military, arrested
and taken to Amiens St. Station where the British had
set up a Headquarters., When asked who I was, I told
them. They wanted to know if I could find anyonekto
identify me. I replied thaé a D.M.P&ﬁzgg happened to
be on the platform as I was taken into the station,
knew me , He was a Sergeant Hartnett, an Abbeyfeale
man, stationed at Store St. Barracks, Dublin. Hartnett
was brought to me and identified me. He was put in
charge of me until there was a train leaving for the
North. Eventually, I was put on a train-for Dundalk
and later got a train to Portadown. The following
June I resigned from the R.I.C. and returned to my native

town of Glin.

A Sinn Féin Club was formed in Glin early in 1917
and the Volunteers were reorganised almost irmmediately .
after. I joined both the Sinn Féin Club and the

Volunteers then,

There were. only about 20 men in the Company when
first reorganised. "Philip Stack was appeinted Captain
and John Dunne lst Lieutenant, I was appointed drill

instructor and all that year instructed the Company in

the handling of the rifle - the rifles were wooden-at

this time.



In the month of February 1918 an election for
officers of the Company took place. I was appointed
- Company Captain: John Dunne, lst Lieutenant and Phil

Stack, 2nd Lieutenant,

L

About this time conscription was to be applied
to Ireland. The strength of the Company increased, as
a result, to about 190 men. Nearly all of the men who
joined the Company then left when the conscription scare
was over, This resulted in the Company strength being
reduced to about 37 men. As well as being the Company
Captain, I was still the drill instructor during this

periocd.

On the 13th May 1918 I, with the men of the
Company, collected from farm houses outside the town
and from houses in the town, a total of 34 shot guns,

I small rifles and one revolver with ammunition for same.

At 2 a,m. on the 6th June 1918 I, with four other
men of the Company named Philip Stack, John Dunne, John
Holly and Maurice Hayes, were arrested and taken to
Limerick prison. Four days later at Adafe I was
charged and tried for illegal drilling. The other
three men were charged and tried at the same time and
for the same offence. I was sentenced to six months'
imprisonment, the other three men to two months imprison-
ment and two months' bail each, They refused to take
‘ ‘bail and were subsequently sentenced to four months each,

Of course, we all refused to recognise the Court.

I was sent to'Belfast Jall to serve my sentence.
I took part in the mutiny there at that time: for this
I received 10 days hard labour and solitary confinement
on bread and water. I was released from Belfast Jail

on the 1l0th December 1918 and came home to Glin. A man
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named Joe Dore had been appointed Company Captain while
I was in jail, I rejoined the_Company as soon as I
came home and attended para&es and meetings as before,
and discovered that the British Military had arrived

and were stationed in the town.

Early in 1919, under the elected representatives
of the people the Volunteers became known as the i.R.A.
In this year I took part in the trenching of roads and
the falling of trees to prévent the military and R.I.C,
moving from place to place, Thig year I was appointed
by Austin Stack, Clerk of Republican Court here in Glin,
Miss B. Kennedy, Danganbeg House, was appointed Court
Registrar, Miss Kennedy is now proprietor of the
Edenvale Hotél, Harcourt St., Dublin. I continued as
Clerk of the Court right up to the year 1923. See

attached list of Court Clerks appointed (A): Instructions

(B).

In Maréh 1920 at.£he time of the I.R.A. attack
. on Ballybunion R.I;C. Barracks, I cut the telegraph
‘Wires midway between Glin and Tarbert and Glin and
Newcastlewest. A short time afterwards I, with other
men of the Company, while armed with a revolver raided
the Income Tax Offices, seized and destroyed all

documents on which we laid our hands.

In March 1920 the R.I.C. and military evacuated
Glin. Some time after, I and other men of the Company
raided the Petty Sessions Court and seized from the
Clerk,Court documents, which we destroyed. We were
armed with revolvers at the time. An R.I.C. man came
Ihome on leave‘about this time, I raided his house
and got a revolver, Later, I and a few other I.R.A.

raided a couple of private houses and got two shotguns.
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In May 1920 I took part in the demolition of the
Courthouse and the R.I.C, barracks which had been
evacuated earlier. We also demolished a Club House

which had been used by the military.

In June 1920 a party of eight Tans arrived in
Glin on their way to Foynes. I conveyed the information
to the colwm who were then located at Loghill on the
main road between Glin and Foynes. The column opened
fire on the Tans when they arrived at Loghill: in the

engagement one Tan was killed andlthe remainder got away.

Other of my activities in the year 1920 were the
trenching of roads and commandeering men in the area to
assist in falling trees and the trenching of the roads;
the'posting up on wallsgs and houses of proclamations |
issued from time to time by D4il Eireann; the raiding of
houses for dog licences issued by'the Petty Sessions
Court and searching of the houses of persons suspected
of giving information to the Tans, as well as the issue
of summomses, Civil Bills and the collection of fines
for which I was responsible as Court Clerk. As Q.M. of
the Company I was résponsible for collecting money from

time to time for the upkeep of the columm.

In January 1921 the column attacked a military
train at Barrigone, I and other men of the Company '
met the column afterwards and conveyed them to billets
at Bailygoughlin outside Glin. I walked gbout twelve
miles that night. On the 30th March 1921 the column
were surprised by the Tans at Ballyhahill about three
miles frém Glin, In the engagemzaﬁlgéic followed one
of the I.R.A. - Sedn Finn, Rathkeale[— g;s shot dead;
another I,R.A., David Quann, Ballyocogan, was wounded.

Quann was taken into Glin and bhilleted there. I and'

some men of the Company met the column after the engagement



6. .
and conveyed them to billets on the other side of the town.

I was out all that night seeing the column fixed up.

A week or so after the clash at Ballyhahill the
Tans came into Glin. I thought they were looking for
Quann, so with Volunteer John Barry I went to the house
where he was end told him that the Tans were in Glin.
I helped to make arrangements to have him removed if the
Tans came that way. When I got to the house where Quann
was I found that James Dore (Draper, Glin) of the Column
and John Dore (now a Guard in Tipperary) of the Glin
Company were there also, and that Dr. Enright of Listowel
was attending to Quann, I was armed with a revolver
on the occasion. An hour or so later we got word that

the Tans had left Glin.

In April 1921 I took part with other men of the
Company on a raid on the mail car between Glin and Foynes.
We seized the mails, examined the letters and marked them

censored by the I.R.A.

Ih May 1921 I took part in a raid on the lbuse of an
R.I.C. man at Loghill, held him up, seized his revolver
and bicycle.

In June 1921 two members of the North Cork Column
came to élin for the purpose of removing the telephone
in Glin Posti Office. Volunteer Joe Dore, the two Cork
men and myself went in to the P. 0. and removed the
téiephone which was taken away by the men from Cork. "In
this month I took part in a second raid on the mail -car
between Glin and Foynes. We seized the mails, which
were then taken by Volunteers Isac Thomson and John Dore
to Labbasheeda in Co. Clare. A few days later the Tans
arrived and inquired in several houses in the town for

the Brennans of Clare.



I8

In 1921,apart from the activities related, I
took part in the usual road trenching, demolishing
bridges, cutting telegraph wires; the provision of
armed guards.for and the billeting of members of the

- West Limerick and Tipperary flying columms when they
visited our area from time to time.- All this time

I carried on my duties as Court Clerk up to the truce

and until 1923 when the Courts ceased to exist.

| Signed. ‘/ﬁg/%u7¢4§é£5;121ﬁﬂéﬁfa
_ pate /2 B ﬂu&; S P EAL

(Patrick Costello)
12th July 1954.

Witness Mmﬁ ﬂ, éﬂé

(John J. Daly) BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1g1~.97
BURO sTalRE BULEATA 12,5

No. W.s, g3~ ——
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DAIL EIREANN.

DEPARTMENT FOR HOME AFFAIRS.

November, 1521.

To Each District Registrar.

You will please note the following instruetions and re-issne them to every Sub-
Registrar and Parish Clerk in your area:—

Polica Fines.

In all prosecutions institnted by the Police, any fine imposed, when collected hy
the Police, must e paid to the Clerk or Registrar of the Court which imposed the fine.
All such fineg are Governmental Revenue, which must be accounted for to this Depart-
ment.  This Department must, in its turn, account for same to the Department of
Higance.  Each Parish Clerk, SBub-Registrar and Registrar, must keep a separate ac-
count of all such fines. At the end of each month Parish Clerks and Sub-Registrars
snust remit all such fines to the Registrar, who must send them with his monthly report
to this Department, with any such fines imposed by his own Court.

Ordinary Fines.

In the case of swmumonses hrought hy civiians (e.g., a summons for assault,
ihreatening language, trespass or the Iike), if any fine is imposed by the Court, the Court
may, in its discretion, award the fine, or a proportivnate part of it, to the Complainant.
Any fine or portion of a fine not ardered to be paid to a Complainant, must be paid to
the Clerk of the Court, as it must e treated as Governmental Revenue, and must be dealt
with in the same way as fines imposed in Police prosecutions.

In the case of ¢ivil proceedings by way of Civil Bill, claiming damages for assault,
trespass or the like, the Plaintiff will, of course, e entitled te the full amount of any
decree given. -

AH other fines (e.g., fines impoxed for contempt of Court, ete.) will he treated as
Governmental Revenue, and will he dealt with as such.

Ordinary Court Revenue,

Ordinary Court Revenue consists of denosit fees received on the issue of summonses
or ¢ivil bills.  This is the fund ont of which all the current expenses of ‘the Court
fprinting, stationery, salary of Clerks or Registrar, ete.) are paid.  Particulars must he
kept of all receipts and expenses. as arrangements zre heing made to send an Auditor
tn ail Courty for the purpose of verilying nccounts.

Return of Surpius of Ordinary Court Revenue to Department of Home Affairs.

All Court mounies on hands at the 30cth of September must Le forwarded to this
Department not luter than 15th Novembher, and in future all surphus of Ordinary Court
Revenue vn hands at the end of each period of three months, must be forwarded to reach
tlis Department not later than the 15th of the following month.

Expanses c¢f Justices,

Parish and Distriet Justices are voluntary officials.  Thex are not entitled to any
salary or fee for attendance ut Ceurl.  Thex may, however, receive out of Ordinary
Court Reveuue puyment of any actual out-of-pocket expenses which they may incur hy
reason of attending Conrt Sittings,  Any such payment must be vouched in the usual
way.

Salaries of Registrars, Sub-Registrars and Clerks.

Registrars, Sub-Registrars and Clerks may he puid out of Ordinary Court Revenue
siich salary ns may he fixed by their respective Justices.  Any galary fixed must be sanc-
tioned hy this Department.  When an appliention for sauction is heing made, it must
he stated whether the Registrar, Sub-Registrar or Clerk is a whole-time or part-time
official.  The upplication must he countersigned hy one of the Justices.

Trustees of Court Monies,

The District Justices of your District should meet at once and appoint two Trustees,
to which all'Court Monies would he handed, and to whom all accounts mfast he presented
for payment.  These Trustees would be requested to inspect the Court Cash Book each
manth, and see that it is being kept in proper order. The names, ete., of these Trustees
should he forwarded to this Department as soon as they have been appointed.

Monthly Reporis.

Specimen Report Shects were issued to each Registrar a considerable time ago,
with instruetion that & report of all Court work in his District must he furnished on
similar sheets for each month (beginning with August). A few Registrars have not
vei sent in any of these Report Sheets. If you have not done so, please let me Lave
them at once.

Is mise,

MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS.
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