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/ STATRIENT OF JOHN (JACD) L-NTHAN,

-

)

listeoiel, County Kerry.

e

T was born in Tistowel on the 1l6th June, 1892, ¥y father died
when T was eight months old, T went to the National School in
“roumclrugh for four yoars and to the Natfonal School at Listqual for

five years. 71 left schonl at the age of fifteen years.

T was a~nrenticed to the trade of carpentry and joinery for three
years. T then worked at my trade ir Killarney and later weni to Cork
fity vhere 7 worked for a bullier and contractor named John NDelaney.

Us had a contract at that time for building Military huts for the British

Arny.

T joined the Volunteers in 1914 when they were first formed in
- Tigtowel. Ope of the principal men in the formation of the Volunteers
in Listoﬁel was a school teacher named #ick "riffin. The strength of
the Compeny when formed was 80 men, e drillled with wooden rifles and
4+ was T who dressed tha rifles for the listowe) Company and other
Companies in Morth Kerrv. Our chief drill instructor was an ex-British
soldier named John 1. N'Sullivan from the torm. O'Sullivan was & very

cocd man as a drill inmstructor,

After Redmond’e call on the Volenteers to defend the coasts of
Treland, there was a snlit in the Listowel Company and after a while

the fompary ceased to exist.

Ahput tha end of 1915, Frnest Mlythe, Mick "riffin and Jack
Tackaberry, reorranised the Volunteers in Listowul. I was one of the
#irst to joir, Paddy landers (deceased’ and James Sugrue were appointed
the Mompany “fficers. The strength of the Company at this tim= was
about ﬂﬁ‘man. Ve drilled and paraded up to Faster Week 1916. The only
~ arrs in the fomrany at this tire were three L-e Erfield rifles and about

a dozen Yartini-Frfield rifles,



As far as T know, no memher of the Tompany took any part in
the evenis of Taster Vesk, I think that the reason was, that two
Unlunteers on their way to Kerry with instructions for the area
were drowned near Killorglin when the car in which troy were

t ravelline went over the pler,

After the Rising, as well as I can recollect, an order was issued
by the local R.JY.€. that all arms in the Company be handed in to the
R.I.C. barracks. Paddy lLanders mme ono of the Cowpany Officers
collected the arms, tonk them to Runyan's forge and destroyed them.

Pe then surrendere! the bysken rifles to the R.I.C. in the barracks.
¥g econtinusd to drill and hold meetings wp to the ond of the year
1915,

Parly in 1917 T as well as other men in the (ompany took the
fath of Alleriance to the Republie, The offlcer who administered
the fath was Jares Sugrue, Listowel. All this year the Company

continued to Arill and hold meetings.

Things went on guietly until the end of the var in 1918. Some
time after thore was a general annesty when one of our men, John
HeKenna of Listowel, was released. Drilling continued up to the

end o° 191 and a2l through the yeer 1919.

The RBritish military, about 30 men, arrived in Listowel R.I1.C.
barracke about the middle of 1919, They loft the R.I.C. barracks °
after a short while and went to stay at Sweetman's of Curtenard,
fistowel. After a while a second lot of military came to the lawn,
Tistowel, and Bet up Bell tents there. Just after the military had
come to the Lawn, the fompany led by the lListowel Brass and Reld
Rand of which T was 4in charge, went into the lawn, with horses and
Tl oup_hs' and plovghed it un, while the military, fully armed, looked on.
Soon after this the military left the Lawn and wont to the -residence

of Taptain Titzgerald, Knight of Kerry, at Ballyruddery.
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A1l through 192N T attended a‘ll meetings‘ of the Company and
414 polfce duties as woll. 7o the best of my knowledge the Tans came
to listowel one Sunday in September 192G, They fired several shots
in the air as they cams into the town. I was about a mile ocutside
the torm at the time they arrdved. 7T pot home at 6 p.m. that
avening and after a while I went out ant met two pals Robert Hanley and
Jack Farrington, Ve came up the town and stocd at the corner of
14114am Street and Charles Street where T lived. While we were
standing at the corner, a Tan, the first one I had seen, approached
_ us from Charles Street. He asked us were we "Shinmers" and naturally
ve ah'id "No". Ve then said, "Weren't the three of you out last night
on police duty”, “hat surprised me was that the three of us were on
police duty the nipht vefere, I wes under the lmpressien that he had
pot his information in Charles Street where I lived, ' This street was
vell known for the rro-British type of people livinz in it, They were
ex-Fritish soldiers, their wives and children as well as mombers of the

R.7.0. stationed in the harracks,

My workshop mate was only twenty yards from the back gate of the
R.I.C. barracks. In October, a menth after the Tans came to Listowel,
g24x of them ralded my vworkshon and eearched it for arms, They found
nothing. About a month later ther raided it again end again got
nothing,  Actuallv beneath the mud floor of the workshop in a wooden
box T had a rifle and a couple of shotguns which had been given to me

hy Jim Sverue, Comrany Captain, to mind for him,

On the 2Nth January, 1921, D.X. N*Sullivan was shot dead in
Church Street, 14stowel, at about 1 p.m. or 1.30 p.m. T was told about
it immediately aftervards by one of the bovs of the Company. As T
was a married man, 1 did not leave home. At 6 p.m. three days after
the shooting of N*'Rullivan I was arrested by two old R.1I.C, men in oy

home. They ook me to the R.I.C. t_:arracks'where I was searched. Iy

money, watch, pipe, tobacco, collar and tile were taken off me,



At. 2 a,m. the following morning T was taken to the litary
Parracks in the Square, Listowel, where T was kept for a week.
Then T wes trarsforred to Fallvmmllen Detention Barracks in Tralee.
T was held in the "etention barracks for two days and then taken back
to Tistowel M litary barracka, After three days here I was taken
out once again, thrown into & tender, which was the last of seven and
. taken to Tralee County fail. The police officer in charge of the
tenders was NMetrict Cfommiseioner Holmes who had taken the place of

nistrict Commi :sioner Smyth who hasd heen shot in fork,

Tralce County 3ail was manned by R.1.C. and Tans. The first
three days here T received no food. After I had kicked the door of
ny cell severa) times the Tans cawo in and beat me and threatened to
ki1 me. Some day- after this I was chavmed(see Appendix "A") with
the mupder of D.T. N'Sullivan. T was taken out twice a week on
identification parades. T was lined up in the opon yard with a number
of .othsr prismers, The psrsons who identified me did so through a
‘slif. in the drawn blind of one of the windows near vhere we stood.

? was then photograched in three different positions. T was held in
Tralee County jall for six weeks and then taken to Ruttevant Military

barracks,

In Ruttevant T met six other men who were in a similar position
to mysolf, Shortly after ¥ arrived here tho Headfort ambush took
nlace. Tha I.R.A.V had attacked a military train at Headfort Junction
and when it was over six desd Pritish wilitary were brought in. The
Tana and militarv went wild that night and I with the other prisoners
exrncted 4o ba shot right avay. A soldier came to my cell door that
nipht and vhispered to me, "Say the Rosary Paddy, I think you are #8%
for 14", He handed me a Yosary Peads saying "I got thils in Palestine;

T think a lot abont it", For seven days after the ambush I with the
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other nrisoners were left without feod. As the funeral of the
eix military passed out of the barracks I and the other prisoners

had to stand in an open space for identification purposes.

“hile in Futtevant T rnceived sulphur baths and had my clothes
fomigated, After s5ix weeks I wrs taken to Victoria Rarracks, Cork,

vhere my trial by (eneral Courtmartial tock three days.

Miring oy trial I was handcuffed to a man named Ned Garmody
vho was also charged with the murder of 0i'Sullivan. (Hed Carmod& wag
a cousin of ¥idle Carmody shot by the K.I.C. in Ballylongford in
Hovember, 1920),  ‘There wefé six witnesses as shown in the Summary of

Pridence attached (Appendix H.). Their names were as follows :-

1. Yathleen Rurke, Charles Street, Iistowel

2. John Nolan, Tailor, Church Street, Listowel
3. R.T.C. Barracks, Listowel
AN Morton, do. do. do.
5. Hick "ahon, dn, o, do,

b, Acting D.Y. filchrist, do. do. do.

The first witness Kathleen Burke lived next door but one to me
in Charles “treet. She was a daughter of a British ex-soldier and
was horn in Yalta. Previous to my arrest I had tried to persuade the
Clemmany Cfficers that she was eiving information to the Tans as she was
very much In thelr company. 1 was convinced she was & 9py and wanted
to have her out of the way, but the Company officers did nothing about
it and decided to pive her a chance. It was she who put her hand on

wy shoulder at the trial and said, "That 13 the man®.

¥y trianl finished at 3,30 p.m. on the third day. T was then taken
hack to oy ¢ell and at 4.5 p.m., T was handed my Neath Sentence (sce
Appendix (.) in a sealed envelope. After this T was watched through

the sny-hole of the cell door for three days.




Yy exocution had been fixed for 8 a.m. on the Saturday moming
hefors the Truee, ily grave, as well as the graves of four Mallow
T.R, A, and an 4hreyfeale T.R.A. man named John Sulli;;n, also sentericed
to death, had heen dupg in Cork Detention barracks alopgside that of

Fanon Kent's,

Tue %o the peace talks golnp on at the time, there was a stay in
the executions. Then came the Truce and the executions never took

place,

Any man gentenced to death or nenal servitude was not re}snaeg
at the peneral release after the signineg.of the Truce.  As a protest‘
T and the other prisoncrs stiil held 4n fork Petention Parracks went-
on hunger strike. The sirike lasted five days and was called off on
the advice of the Assistant Thaplain wﬁo had been asked by Alderman

Tom Staines to tell the prisoners to stop the strike,

fn the mornine of the 9th Necenber, 1921, T wis told by one of
our men that we were all being sent to an English prison., This did
not happen: 4nstead ve were sent to Cork County Jail from which I was

released on the 14th January, 1922,

Signed: John Lenihan

Date: __ Juiy Tth. 1954,
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Witness: L/Aw { iﬁxg/ | BURD STAIRE MILEATA 1913.1
7 7 7

NO. W.S.

(dohn J. Daly)



APPTNRIR  PAn,

CHARNE SHERT,

- The accused, JOHM LTNIHAN of Charles Straet;
Listowel, RWJARD QAHﬁﬁDY of Ballyhorgan, lListewel,
THRAS DRVFR™IX of Pallinruidery, Listowel and
DANTRL O'CARRAIYL, of Aromclough, listowel, all in the
Tonnty of Ferry, civilians are charged with

1st “harsee. Tommitting a crime within the reaning of
Rep., 67

R.0.I.R, '
Pegulation 67 of the Restoration 'of Order in Ireland

Perulations, that is to say,

MURDER
in that they
On the 20th January 1921 at Listoarél, in the County
of Kerry, feloniously wilfully and of their malico

aforethought did kill and purder '!‘obias G'Su].livan.



APPREDIX "R",

SUMARY OF EVINGNCE

| TN THR, CASE OF
JOWT TRRTHAR of Charles Street, LISTOEL
FIRIARD CARM'DY of Pallyhorgan, LISTONFL
THOMAS NRYFRSUX of Rallinruddery, LISTOTL

NANTFT, DICARRAIT. of TROMCIOUGH, 7 ISTOHFL

¥itness Wo. 1. duly sworn, states:- _

At Tdstowsl about 12.35 hours on 20th January, 1921, Iwas outeide
the door of ™Mstrict Tnspactor N'Sullivan’s house in Church Street. I
remained thereasbouts watching the children comine from School, and the

country paonle on their way to market.

T hear one o'clock strike and a few minutes after Y saw D,1.0'Sullivan
sneakine to a ¥r. Farrell an R.I.C. pensioner, on the footpath a 1ittle

below Twowey's public house.

They stood talking to each other for between five and ten minutes,
th~n Mr. Parrell and the P,1. separated each going different ways,

¥y, 0'Sullivan comine towards me,

T then saw the barmaid of I"r. falsh's public house come to the door

and stand in the doorway, lookines up and down the road.

T next saw Wdward Carmody, an ex-soldier, come out of Walsh's
public house, followed by -John Lenihan. They crossed the street behind

Mr. 0'Sullivan coring in my direction.

Yhen Fr. O'Sullivan was about opposite the gate of Stack's public
house, I saw Carmody raise his right hand in front of him. He had a

nistol in his hand. He fired straight at Mr. 0'Sullivan-at a rangs of
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a fow yards, I saw smoke come from the platol after he had fired.

¥r. 'c-%.nivanJ seemed to move an, s if the shot had missed him.
Tmmodiatelv aftemrds T saw Lenihan raise his arm. He too had a pistol
in his hand, He fired one or more shots &t Mr, O'Sullivan. He wms
about a pace behind farmody. Mr. MSullivan staggercd about four steps
and fell into 'th_e gotter close to a donkey's cart, which was standing
outaide Twomey's shop. Irmediately after Yr. 0'Sullivan had fallen,

T saw two youns man whom T do not know, coming ocut of a lame betwoen
vhere T was atanding and '!\mpey's house, They each fired a shot into
e, M3ullivan's body as he lay in the sutter, standing with one foot

on the footpath and one foot in the mutter,

After they had fired, I saw the sroke coming from their pistols.

Yach of them had a pistol in his hand.

Y screamed and ran towards where ¥r, 0'Sullivan was lying.

The marderera walked away in the direction of Mulvihillts Corner,
Carmody and lenihan i:ein_q in front and the other two behind. I then
lost sight of them.

I saw ¥r, 0'Sullivan was either dead or very badly wounded, and
went to fetch Mrs. O'Sullivan, meetinz her as she came towards where

¥p, M'Sullivan was lying.

About Thursday 10th Febmuary, 1921, I saw a number of men in the
courtyard of Traleze facly amongst thom was Carmody vhom I know, and

Lenihan whom 7 have imowm for some years.

T also saw a ran nared Devereux whom T have knowm for some time,
He 15 of the same bulld as one of the two men whe fired after

Y, O'Sullivan had fallen.



Witness No, 2, duly sworn, states:
At about 1.3N0 p.m. at Listowel on Thursday 20th Jamary, 1921,

I was standing at the door of my house in Church Street.

Suddenly T heard one or more shots fired, and looking in the
direction of the souni T saw, as far as I romember, a man with both

hands raised to his head, stapgrering on the edge of the footpath,

Tnatde and close to the wall on the right of the wounded man
stood another man dressed in a prey suit, about 5' 8" in height., His
right arm was drawn close up to the body in such a position as might
be adopted hy a man firing a pistol.

Y wvns very friphtened and went. into my house where 7 remained for

a short time,

13

In the Courthouse of Tralee faol on the l4th February, 1921, T .
saw 19 versonsy the fourth porsen in a half cirele numbering from
right to left, which was the position in which they were standineg, was
about the size and build of the man T have deseribed above. I pointed

this man out to two officers of the R.7.C.

Witness No, 3 duly sworn, states:

At Tralee on the 2nd Pebruary, 1921, T arrested John Lenihan
of Tharles Street, Listowsl, and charged him with the murder of Distriet
Tnspector Tobias O'Sullivan at Jistowel on the 20th January, 1921, at
sbout 1.20 p.m. I pave him the usual legal/caution. A1) he said was
"Right”, :

1 next arrested on the same date, Fdward Carmody of Ballyhorgan,
Lixnaw, aini charred him with the murder of District Inspector Tobias
N'Sullivan at Iistowel on the 20th Januarv, 1921) at about 1.20 p.i.

3 gave him thn usual legal caution. He mwade no statement.
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I also arrested on the same date Thomas Nevoreux and charged
him with the rurder of Nistrict Inspector Toblas 0'Sullivan at

Listowel on the 20th January, 1921, at about 1.20 p.m,

T save him the usual legsl caution. He said "I was four miles
away on that date working on my father'!s farm. I never belonged to
any S4mn Fein lubs or political orpanisations, or anything connected

with “inn Pein',

Witness Mn. 4 duly sworm, states: -
At Tistowel on the 20th January, 1921, at about 1,10 p.m. I
was in the D.I's office at the Police Rarracke loolting out of the
vindow, I saw the D.T. standings at the gate with his little son.
Y saw a man on the far cide of the road locking at the D.I. T saw
his face cuite clearly., Ye waz dressed in a brown suit and wore a

white soft collar. He wore trousers and a lipght coloured cap.

The N.7. went down the strest towards the Church. His son
remained at the gate of the police barracks, In a few minutes the
D.I. returned, His little son ioined him at the gate and they

went tovards his house,

After a few scconds had elapsed I saw the man,whom T have
referred to, follow after the District Inspector. I noticed that
vhen this man was standing opposite the Police barracks watching

the N,I. that his right hand was in his pocket all the tims,

About. 2 p,m, I saw the same man on the aide of the stroet
oprosite Tistowal Post Office. He was walking very fast in the
Airection of the Rallway.3tation., He apneared nervéus and was
continually looking about him, He was accompanied by another man

in a rather shabhy hlue serge suit.



"On the 15th Pebruary, 1921, I 4dentified No. 6 in the Courtyard
of Tralee Jail as the man whom I have doscribed above, who followed
Nistrict Tnspactor N'Sullivan from the Police Rarracks just before he

. was wounded.
T know him now to be Naniel Q'Carroll.
Witness Vo, 5. duly sworn, states 1-

At listowel at about L p.m. on tre 20th Jamary, 1921, I was in
the Distriet Tnanector's office at the Police Barracks. I was locking
for papers lyinz on a table in the window which looks directly out

tovards the mate.

I saw the Nistrict Inspector accompanied by his little son
standing in the gateway between the pillars with his back turned

towards me, He stood there a few minutes.

On the onposite side of the street to the pate I saw two men.
They were locking over at the NMstrict Inspector. One of them I
knew to be a man named DNevereux whom I know well by sight. T did

not notice the ot’er one particularly.

The D.T. left his son playing at the gate and went in a right-
handed direction towards the Church. The two men previcusly *
referred to moved off in the opposite direction. After a few minutes
the N.I. came back am after stopring a minute or two at the gate he

vent off in the dircction of his heme with his little son.

Prom vhere J was looking anyone standing on the opposite side
of the road who moved fiftcen to twenty yarde in a left-handed
direction would he lcst to sight owinp to the view being cut off by

adjacent housos.



Yitness No. 6. duly sworn, states :-

At Tralee on the 10th February, 1921 I carried out an

14entification test,
Amongst the aecused were a number of other persons.

¥itness Fo., 1 identified Carmody and Yenihan as having fired

shots at N.T. NSullivan on the 20th Januvary, 1921 at Listowel.

"tness stated that witness also recognised a man named Devereux

whom witness had known for some time,

Yitneos stated that he was of the same build and size as one of
the two men whom witness saw fire into D.i. 0'Sullivan's body after he

had fallen.

At Tralee on the l4th February, 1921 (Monday) I carrdied out an
identification parade in which a nurber of men beside the accused

ware present.

Witness YNo. 2 nointed to a man who was standing as shown below

in the position of to. L.

titness

The name of this man was Daniel O'Carrvll.

U{tness stated that this man was of the same sige and build

As the man vhom witness had seen firing a shot at D. I, N'Sullivan,

“At Tralee on the 1%th Fehruary, 1921 T carried ouvt an
fdentification parade in which a nurber of men beside the accused were

present.,




Witness 1n. 4. printod to a man who was standing in the

position of Mo, 6 as shovm in the diegram below.

Witness stated that he identiffed this man 2s the man who
stood opposite him in front of the police barracks, listowel, who
followe? the N,T. and whom he again met in the neighbourhood of

the Post Office after the marder,

5 6
A 7
3 8
2 9
1 ] 10,
¥itness

The rame of this man was Daniel O'Carroll.

Tth Yitnesns

fbout 1 p.m. on the 20th Janvary, 1921, T was passing down
Church Street, listowsl, on the way from my house;to the barracks,
n my way, T saw ¥r. 0'“ullivan cominr towardis me on the opposite
side of the road. T went acroes the road and spoke to him. He

then passed me towards his house,

T walked in the oprosite direction. About one minute later
T heard almost simultanecusly three shots fired, followed
jmmediately afterards by two rmore. The first three shots were
fired so closely topether that T thought at the time they were one
shot, I turned around and went in the dirsction of the firing.
As T came to the bend in the footpath I saw a man lying in the gutter
betwzen the wheel of an ass's cart and the footpath, face downwards,

ornrosite Vp, Tuomey'ﬁ shop door.

Y then assisted to 1ift the man up and saw 1t was Mr,0'Sulldvan.

T then went off to find a priest. 4s soon as I lifted up the body



T saw that Yr. O'Sullivan was dead. I saw no ons ne{r the body
vhen T firot caupht sight of ‘it., except some children and a girl

who was crying,

Pravionsly vwhen T was speaking to “'r. 0'Sullivan, T noticed g
man whom I bolieved to be a ¥r, Kirby, a national school teacher,

talkineg to 'r. "womey at the latter's door,

8th ‘tness: seeoe R.AB.C,  states: -

T am Fodical dfficer 4/c. Troops, Listwel. On receiving
instructions from 0/C. mxéps, l1dstowel, on the 20th Janwarw, 1921,
at Tistowel, 7 made an external post-worten examination of the body
of Toblas M'“ulliven, Mstrict Tnspector, R.T.C., Listowel, lying at
the Tolice Rarracks, and found the fol)lowing marks of violence s-

Four bullet wounds, situated'as follows:-

"ntrance wound one inch above richt Pygomatie Arch
fracturing the right temporal bone.

"ntrance wound, right side hack of head, one inch external
to occipital protuberance causing fracture of occipital bone.

“ntrance woun? left side of back of chest, betwesn spine
and shovlder blade, an? passing inte cavity of chest batween
the ribs,

"ntrance wour! at middle of irner aspect of right arm,
fracture in the right huymerus.

Ths bullet was felt to he under the skin on the outer side

of the richt upper arm in an area of dbrulsed tissue. It was
removed, ‘There was considera™le “leadingz from the right car.

Lacerated Waun-is:

Trregular "U" shaped vounds over left frontal length two inches
and edpe panine and exposing the hone,

Another three aquarter inch long over inner side of Jeft eyebrow.

Trrerular "Y” shaned wound half inch long on lower 1ip and chin
leading down to lowsr jawhone, and situated just inside the middle
1ine.

fircular shaped wound midwey between point of chin and angle of
Jaw.

There was a comminted fracture of the lower jaw,



Bruising and Abrasions:

There was oxtensive brulsing of forehead and face and

numerous abrasions of forehead and nose. In my opinion death
was due to shock and hemorrhapge following the fracture of the
skull and laceration of the brain and cauned by the above bullet

woun.




Arpendix "CW,

INSTRUCTICNS FOR THE GUIDANCE OF COURTS MARTIAL WHERE A
SENTENCE OF NEATH HAS BREN PASSRD,

To JOHN LFETHAN,

The Covrt havine found you guilty of the folleowing charges ...
HURDER
The Court have passed a sentence of death upen you.

The Court have made no recommendation to mercy.

You should clearly understand :-
(1} That the finding or findings and sentence are not

valid untll confirmed by the proprr authority.

(1) That the authority having power to confirm the
finding or findings and sentence may withhold
confirmaticn of the finding or findings, or may
withhold confirmation of the sentence, or may
mitigate, commte or remit the sentence, or may
send the finding or findings and sentence back

to the Court for revision.

If you do not clearly understand the foregcing you should
requast to see an officer, who will fully explain the matter to
you.

{Simed) ? President
Ceneral Court Hartial.

Victoria Barracks, Cork.

June 1st., 1921, BUREAU GF MILITARY HisToRY 1913.91
;’. BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1973.9;
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