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SRIGINAL
Qﬁ{e atement by Mr, Michael Staines,

castle Roa& Clontarf, Dublin.

.rnegarding a broaécaat from Radio-ﬁireann»on
Easter mchﬁhy lagt by Mr. Peter Reynolds, 351, Merrion
Square, Dublin, I wish to correct some of the statements

made on that occasion.

| I mentioned in my statement to the Bureau that
Sedn Henstqn and I were aent to see de Valera in Pearse
.Street in ord.er to prevent him going out on: 'l;he Sunday.
;What happened there upset us verw mnch. B < particulerly
;affeeted Heuston who kapt on repeating, “Micheel. 1te
.horrible, its horribleY, m:_.en ye met Reynolaa then I
dec:ldeq to take Heuston out to t.lle country in order to
, :talk it over in a qulet place, Ve went to coa'r&a Tea
i Rooms in the Pine Forest, We discussed the thing fully
' and looked at 1t more éalmly and'coolly than if we had
been in tog%; listentngiagtpeople talkin@; - He 32&;2?t

W%Q&ﬂmt Reynolds -y we used himself and his bicycle - that
wae all, Ve had had no rqgular meals that day but we

aia heve milk and sode and biscuits in a milk shop
‘opposite Harcourt Street Stations Heuston was jumping
" with tension, | .

L ! / :
j e We did not call at Eamonn Ceannt's house; nor at

' Boin HgcNe1ll's house, nor at ;Bt:; Enda's, I am very
-~ definite about thie. - cod - |
P
' Réynolds makes & reference to the fact that .he was
atopped by an Inspector wh:en taking his baby in a sidecar
‘to see his sister in Ballybough. I do not think there
was any Inspector in Dublin who knew Reynglds sufficiently
well to be this familiar with him. The only man who /
. : might have known him was a plain-clothes officer attached °
‘to 'D' Divieion named Cullinane. 1 do not for ons moment
: : believe that Reynolds .used thé wvords "If two men want to
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live, you go one way and I the other".  Yeers—-afteorwards
4 héiiaizi;t Cullinane was. working for our eide but—i—am.
Mmma_m,—e‘m. ' He was,-heowever, a
dacent type of police ofﬂoer who gave us no trouble and
who actually refused to identi.fy Volunteers who m:l.ght
have been taken :I.nto eustody from time to time, Reynolds'
reference to the fact that Cullinane got "great promotion”
~1s not strictly correct as, when.Cullinane retired from

the Guard's, he held the ranis: of Sergeant,

There were parabelluma used prior to 1916 - I
mceived two or three for the use or ny Company.
Reynolds was not the type to whom one of these would have

been issued,

The week before the Rising Ned Daly told me
definitely thai_:. licCormack was not going to be in charge
of the Company @uring the Rising and that he was
appointing Donnchadh O'Dallaghan, who was either a lst
or 2nd I.ieutenant, instead, lﬂc(’:omack had intimated
beforehana to Cmumandant Daly that he was not going to
*take any part in the Rising,

" In my capacity as Brigade Quartermaster and, later,
as Quartermaster—&eneral, never, &t any time, did I see
‘or know of' any Maxim guns beim included in the Volunteer
armament. Evén during Easter Week I d1d4 not know of any
case of a machine gun being ixsed,_ 80 that Reynolds'
statement in this connection over the Radlo 15 totally

ineccurate,

~'Regarding the statement re the blowing up of
Nelson's Pillar with gengnife. I have a recollection of
certain men coming to me and asking me for explosives to
. blow up the Pl;lar.‘ I told them we neecded any gelignite
we had for bther purposes - the mal;inQ of bombe, etec.
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. In any caae;-_we- did not imow in what direction the Pillar
1 would fall; even 1f it weré blom ixp. B They persicted, .

. however, and 1 went to Pearae about th:l.s matter. " He hooshed

them off ami said that 1t was. not to be mom up. To my.

) lmowledge no other attempt was made during the week to 'blow

up the Pillar. ; .
Reynolds was- originally deapatch rider to captain ‘
Monteith, o/c ‘al company. ist. Battalion. "I would not
think that Reynolds ever did any despatch work with his '
motor 'bicyole outaide of the 1st Battalion prior to 1316,

" He probably brought a despatch to the G, P. 0, on EBaster

Honday but I wou:l.d not know what use was made of. h!.m there

' g,fterwavda. L .

-

' \’Jhern wa arrived w:lth ‘the main boﬂy trom Liberty Hau,

we cntered the G.P. 0. by the ‘central door in O'COnnen

Btreet ana certainly no ehot was f.trod by comandant-ﬁeneral
/
Pearse at that particular time.
' I gl.ve ‘below the opinion of Ben m was &

"~ Volunteer who took paPt in the fight!.ng in the North King

Street area in Eaetex- Week. and to whom I showed a copy of

~ the sori;pt of the talk given by Reynolds over Redio Bireann

on Easter uonday laaf,:- t ?S 3
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“Ilichael,

This 1s the most awrul. tripe. He earefully
avoids any reference whioh can be checked. Ve
can harﬂly blame t.he Engnah Sunday papsre when
Radio ftveann allows time for attaohed. '

'I'hanks. ©
Ben Surn,
_ m.zs. 53-"
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