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‘BURQ STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

OR\G\ St&t_ement by ’Mr. Patlij;gl_&x!i—ﬂi’s. q”,

Nicholastown, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare.

\BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21

I was born and reared in Killuckan, Kildrass, Co. Tyrbne.

My people were farmers and when I left school I went to work on
my father's farm,

I joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood (known as the
I.R.B.) in the year 1916 - Dunamore Circle. The man Who was
Centre of Dunamore Circle in 1916 was John Small (Cailtea).
Charles Conway, Dunamore, swore me into the organidation, Small

meeting :
only turned up: &t one Circle/when an important meeting was held.
There were about 5D to [0 men members of this Circle, Some of
the Circle members were old-timers who had been members for a
congiderable time previous to 1916, Those 0ld fellows dropped
out about 1917 and left the organisation in the hands oﬁ the
younger men. A.number of the men‘who'Joined.the;I;R.B. had been
members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians (imown as the A.0.H.)
previous: to joining the I.R.B. and they remained in both
organisations; for some time. Later these men were able to smash
up the orgenisation of the local division of the A.O0.H. in 1917.

The I.R.B. were responsible for the starting of the
Volunteer orgenisation locally in the year 1918 - just previous
to the East Tyrone By-Election. The I.R.B. were a;so the
driving force behind the Sinn Féin organisation. Sinn Féin
was. really started by the men in the;Volnnteer,organisation,
and the Vb;upteer Officers were men appointed to teke charge
by the I.R.B. :

The older mén who before 1916 held meetings were looked on
by the A.0.H. as:enemies; These men were only & very small
handful. Some of them were relations of my own. When I was only
a boy I got posters;for posting on the w%lls from a cousin of mine
named Barney McKenna. I posted them up. One poster read, "Any

| .
Irishman who joins the English Army, Navy or Police is an enemy

to his. country and a traitor to his peoplet, I don"t know
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anything further of those men but I expect that they were linked
up in some revolutionary organisation before the I.R.B. as such became

organised locally.

We held I.R.B. meetings in a most careful and secretive manner.
We held our meetings generally in the centre of a field where there
was no possibility of any outside person overhearing our business,
The business of our meetings concerned the means of furthering the
reiolutionary movement. I have now no clear idea of the varicms.
matters we dealt with, Meetings were held once a month. The notice

to attend an I.R.B. meeting was passed around by word of mouth.

I looked on John Small as a man high in the councils of the

I.R.B. Arthur McElvogue should be able to give more details about

Small than T can.

One of the most persistent memories I have in commection with the
Y.R.B. is the efforts I had to make in order to become a member of the
organisation. I got to know that some kind of & selc-;ct Republican
organisation existed and T was determined to .jo:l.n it. Wy
observation told me that a secret organisation existed and that it
was r;.tgainst the British Government. I approached those I believed
to be members and expressed my willingness and my anxiety to join.

I was put off from time to time and I found that the I.R.B.
considered me too young to become one of their members. I was
supposed to wait until I was eighteen years of age. With a certain
amount of constant pressure, I was allowed to join before I reached

my eight.eenth year.

When the Irish Volunteers were organised, the I.R.B. continued
to function with the same care and secrecy in holding their meetings.
When the Volunteers got strongr and properly established, the I.R.B.

ceased to exist,

[}
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After the start of the Volunteers, with a membership of about 30
men, Charles Conway assumed the Captaincy of "C" Company - Denamo r.e.
This assumption of the capi_;aincy was by virtue of his position a.s. Centre
of the local I.R.B. Centre. Later Charles McGuirke, Tullnacross, was
appointed Captain. T was elected Captain by a ballot of the Company
members some time in 1920. Previous to my election as Captain, the
Company members considered that there was a lack of ;aggressiveness and
push in the Company's leadership and they switched.the captaincy on'to

me,

The first ineident of importance which took place after the
formation of the Volunteers was the anti-conscription campaign of about
April, 1918. Anti-conscription meetings were held after Mass at all

churches, The’ danger of conscription passed and this phase did not have

. much effect on the Volunteer organisation. The Volunteers made no

effort to "cash in"™ on the enthusiasm of the people in their
determination to fight the conscription menace by enrolling large numbers
of men who were then willing to join the Volunteers. Our policy in the
Volunteers was conservative. Quality not quantity in numbers was our

motto,

In 1919 we had very little arms, no rifles, some shotguns and a few

revolvers which were handed over to us by friendly-sympathisers. Those

" weapons were mostly of a class which could be considered as ineffective

in the military sense.

About this time we held a Sinn Féin dance in a large farmer's loft.

This dance was a huge. success. Songs and recitations given at this

-dance were both extremely national and revolutionary. When the R.I.C.

heard of the affair and probably got secret information as to the
treasonable items that made up the prograrme, they went around to people
wl;om they suspected of being at the dance and made exhaustive inquiries
about the affair. Those inquiries continued for aevera;l days. The
police, by their mode of inquiry, seemed to be determined to scare the

people from attending all future functions of a similar nature.
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Burning Evacuated R.X.C. Barracks & Income Tax Papers:

In or about April, 1920, orders were issued by G.Ii’.Q. to all
Volunteer Companies to burn any evacuated R.I.C. Barracks in the
Company area. The order also covered the burning ¢f Income Tax
offices and papers. A man named Joe Quinn, Broughderg Bridge, was

an income tax collector. We raided his house, collected éll his

'income tax papers and we burned them on a green near his residence.

Broughderg R.I.C. Barracks was evacuated by the R.I.C. soﬁw time
in the summer of 1920. This barracks was situated in a mountainous
district in the foothills of the Sperrin M&untains. We proceeded to
the barracks as soon as we learmed of the evacuation. We conveyed
to the barracks a supply of petrol, with which we saturated all the
floors of the barracks. We then set fire to the building which was
soon completely gutted by fire. '

CGeneral Raid for arms:

Tn or sbout September, 1920, we received a G.H.Q. ordér for a
general raid for arms all over our Company area. In carrying out

this raid, we called at a mm;ber of friendly houses and were handed

-out. willingly any arms they possessed. Friendly disposed people were

anxious that we should get. the arms as there was a feeling that the
R.I.C. miéht get around and raid for all a.rms in civilian possessiocn,
The houses we really had to raid were belonging to. people who were
antagonistic and who wpuld not. freely give us their éuhs. We carried
out a raid on a large house in the mountain named Do.u_wzi.]}ll.odge.

This was a residence and a shooting lodge combined. We carried ogt
this raid in broad daylight on a Sunday afternoon. The people who
lived in the lodgé were having their tea when we called on them,

After 2 most exhaustive search of the premises, we found no arms.

We raided another place across the border in County Derry.

This place belonged to a family named Dean ~ Unionists. Our raiding
party numbered 7 or & men, We also raided this place on a Sunday
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and duriﬁg day_].igl_1t hours, The owners of 1_;lie premises were a;bsé.nt‘ E
when we called. As far as T can remember, the key of the ll'louse was in
the main door and we had no difficulty but walk in, We ca.;:'efully
searched every.room in the placé. We got two or three shotguns and a

quantity of shotgum ammunition,

Whilst raiding in one of the rooms, in this house, we made an
iﬁterestiﬁg discovery in a corner of the side of the chimmey., We found
a tin box and from :I.ts; v;eight we concluded that it contained ammunition.
However, when we opened the bax we found that it was fuil of gold
sovereigns and half-sovereigns., This find was something of a novelty
to all of us, as we never had seen so much gold together in our life
before then or sirice then, We had all a good look at the gold and we
then left it back again in the place we found it. One of the local
Derry papers in its descrintion of this raid told how the raiders were

not interested in gold, as none of 1t was taken,

We decided to raid the house of a Unionist who was nown to be in
the B. Specials, named Hopper. This man's place was about a quarter of
a mile from the local R.I.C. barracks which is beside the Kildress Hotel
in Dmamshanbo. On this raid we had to split our forces., One section

 was sent to the vicinity of the R.I.C. Barracks to deal with the police
in the event of their coming out from the barfacks during the raid.
The other party took part in the raid. I was on the party sent to the
vicinity of the barracks. We v_tent to a: gooél position within effective’
rifle range .of the barracks, where we cbuld effectively dealAwi‘th ﬁhe‘

| police had they come out, which théy did not. The party attacking
Hlopper's vere met with considera.b.le opposition of rifle fire from the
house. There must have been several persons 1Izsing rifles from the house
in its defence. The a.t.ta;.ckers were beate;x off and the attempt on the

house proved a failure.

Tn our Company area. there were very few Unionists and there were no
active B. men. On the outskirts of our area there were considerable

Unionist populations. As an instance, on our Eastern side - that was
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in Cookstown direction - B, Specials were so well organised that they

came into our area and took part in raids and round-ups, especially

.after ambushes, etc.

Belfast Trade Boycott;
The Volunteers took over the carrying out of the boycott of

Belfast gooda in our area. The methods adopted for the prevention of
the sale of those goods were: a canvas of all shopkeepers in the area
to get their co-operation in not stocking any goods manufactured in
Belfast or handled by Belfast wholesalers; raids were carried out on
the shops of those who refused to comply with the Volunteer orders in
connection with the boycott. In addition to those plana, the roads
had to be watched to prevent Belfast bread carts or travelling shops

to operate.

One case concemed';a Belfast dealer in dress and sult lengths,
who came into our area in a motor car in which he used to retail his
.goods from door to door., We intercepted this man and burned all the
cloths and fabrics he had in his car, This operation led to an
ambush known as the "Cock of the North ambush" which I will describe

later,

Ancther incident concerned the burning of a bread cart belonging
to Inglis, Bakers, Belfast. This firm had a very large sale for
their bread all over the Ulster counties and occupied a high priority

position on the boycott list,

Poteen Ralde:

About the middle of 1920, when the R.I.C. had evacuated all the
local isolated barracks in country districts and had ceased to glve
their former attention to their usual police duties, there sprang‘ up
a considerable trafﬁc in the manufacture of poteen. This was a
matter of grave concern to all rightminded people. The consumption
of this raw spirit in any appreciable quantities had such a
demoralising effect on the people who used it and created such bad
exampie generally that even the Volunteers ‘might £all vietims to the

evil. Something had to be done about it. _Orders were issued to
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the Volunteers to get to work and to take strenuous and drastic

steps to stamp out the making and the handling of poteen..

As an instance of the danger of taking this spirit, there was a
man in one district - not actually in our Company area - who was at
one time a member of the Volunteers., His name was Mullen. This
man was engaged in the making of poteen., We wenit along to rald his
piace ‘and to destroy his poteen-making utensils and equipment, When
we approached the vic-init'y of the house, he'opened fire on us with a
double-barrelled shotgun, after he had previously threatened us as to
what would haiapen if we approached, We replied to his fire and, in
the exchange of fire, he received a bullet wound in his stomach.
When we realised the man's serious condition, we sent word to the |
loeal priest, asking him to come at once to the man. This man died

the next morning after getting the Sacraments of the Church,

After this poteen raid and its aftermath our local Parish Priest
denounced our actions in raliding for poteen. The denounciation
was probably promoted by the death of the young man who had resisted

us in carrying out our orders.

The next important event was the raiding of the local mails when
being distributed by the local postman, This raid was carried out
shortly after the death of Mullen. We felt that some of the local
people who might have a fee‘ling of resentment on accc;unt Mullins!
death lwould try to get in touch with the R.I.C. and give information
by writing letters to them, Immediately following this raid on
the mails two of our local Comp@ were arrested, Sedn McDermott and
and Michael McElwee. Both these men were tried and sentenced to a
term of penal servitude., The evidence produced for their conviction
was their identification by the raided postman. McDermott was a
Lieutenant in the Company at the t:ﬁne and was a very promising
Volunteer and had the making of a very efficient officer. The

imprisonment of I'-Icl')ennott and McEluee was a great loss to the Company

as both were active men. Both were sent to Dartmoor Prison in England



and were serving their sentence there when they were released with the

other convicted prisoners about January or February 1923,

For some months before the Truce we carried out a vigorous
campalgn against the sale of Belfast goods in our area. On Sunday
in June, 1921, a man who had been selling Belfast draﬁery goqdq in our
area in defiance of our boycott regulations was intercepted on the
road by & number of Volunteers, This man was travelling ina car at
the time., All ﬁis drapery samples were removed from the car and the
stuff burned on the roadside. After the stuff was destroyed the man
went off in his car. He, apparentlf,‘went direct to the British
authorities and reported on what -had happened. A parﬁy-of police
arrived that evening in two lorries and when they éame to the vicinity
of where the goéds were destroyed about ten Volunteers who wére
mobilised and were awaiting their arrival opened fire on the police.
The police replied to this fire., Both the Volunteers and the police
took up extended positions over a fairly wide area of country and
shooting went on for a considerable time during that evening. Although
some of our men had a few 'narrow shaves' none of them was hit. One
of the police had the stock of his rifle shot out of his hands.
Another of the policemen had his unifofm cagholedudth a bullet. I
was not in this action myself, This 0pera£ion has since been known
as "The Cock of the North Ambush" from the placé where the shooting

happened.

During the progress of this ambush a number of us who had-no
“active connection with the ambush mobilised and got some arms together.
The nlace where we mobilised was about two miles from the scene of the
fight, We started in the direction of the firing and when we came to
about a quarter of a milg from where the firing was tﬁking place we
took up a ppsition along a road we expected the police to travel on
their journey home in Cookstown direction. At the time we were taking
up position the firing suddenly ceased. It was now getting late in

the evening and we heard lorries approaching. As soon as the lorries



came within firing distance from us we opened fire on them. We had
only a few rifles and the remainder of our arms were shotguns.  The
police, when we opened fire, slowed up their lorries and appeared to -
be getting out to make a fight of it. However,:they seemed to hgve
changed their minds and they put up speed again and cleared éff, firing

from their rifles as they went.

These two incidents did not produce any immediate consequences.
About two.weeks after 'The Cock of the North' affair a big round-up
was staged in the area surrounding 'Cock of the North'. Four or
five scuare miles of country was invested by both police and military
forces who carried out a minute search of every house in the area.

Ve had previously got good information from the town of Cookstown.

This information was acquired pufely by careful observation of the

movements of the police in this town., The police gave the

impression to those who were watching them that they were planning the
staging: of a big round-up. We correctly assumed tﬁat it was our

district they would raid. In comnnection with this matter of

observing police movements, I would like to explain that the

organising of a round -up in which police and military took part in

large numberé wasbound to create a lot of activity and fuss amongst the

senior officers of the Police Force and careful observation wou;d

always give an indication when something big was being planned,

The round up was carried out on the night of the 28th and the
morning of the 29th Jume, 192}, As I have already stated we had
been informed that soﬁe police acti&ity was observed iﬁ Cockstown and
we were expecting the round-up, Some of our men were sent out to
block roads over a fairly wide area on the night of the 28th June and
before they had finished with this wide-spread blocking of roads
the raiding forces were actually removing the barriérs'at another end
of the area. On account of us being prepared and ready for

eventug&}ties we were able to get all our men cleared from one place
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to another as the raid was progressing and no arrests were made.
9

The only incident that took place during the round—uﬁ was’the
action of the Crown Forces in burning a Sinn Fe%n hall in the
townland of Dungate, This hall had been erected by the Repubiicans
of Dunamore (Cookstown) area, This hall had been erected the year
previously by voluntary labour and it was a monument to the ‘
earnestness of the local Republican population. The hall was an
extensive building over 100' long and 20' wide, Its destruction was

keenly felt by those who had helped in building it.

Immediately after the burning of the Sinn Fein hall we decided
to burn a creamery at Doon: as a reprisal, This creamery and attached
co-operative stores was situated in a townland of the same namellying
between Dunamore and Cookstown. This creamery was a co-operativé
concern controlled and worked by Unionists, The creamery was
situated in a Unionist area and its destruction entailed considerable
organisation demanding careful planning. The local police barrack
situated about a mile from the creanmry'waé garrisoned by 8 or 9
R.I.C. augmented by "B" Specials who were armed and had been doing
patrol work on the roads for some time previously. Our plans were
' nearly compieted for this operation when we heard on the 10th July,
1921, that a Truce was being called on the next day at 12 noon.
Steps were immediately taken to carry out the operation early on the
ﬁorning of the 11th July. Men were mobilised from various ﬁlaces. -
We commandeered a lorry from a friendly Republican named Mqullough.
We also had available a motor car belongingrto the 2nd”Northérn
Division of the I.R.A. We procured some petrol from Paddy MeCullough
who owned the lorry and we transported our men to Doon in both the
' lorry and car, On arriving near the creamery we drove directly into
the creamery yard. In the yard an R.I.C. man was standing observing
our approach, The unconcerned attitude of the policeman gave us the
impression that he was one of a large party of police., So some of
the men in the lorry opened fire on the policeman and although a numbe.

of shots were fired at short range from the lorry which was moving at



the time, the policeman was unhit. The lorry and car were then
stooped. We all jumped off the vehicles and made the policeman a
pfisoner. We kept him in close custody until we had burned the
creamery, Afterwards we took him with us to our home area where we
gave him both liqud I and other refreshments before we allowed him to

depart for his home.

We found a considerable quantity of paraffin oil on the creaﬁery
premises in two large tanks, We also found a quantity of petrol in'-
two-gallon tins, We saturated all the creamery buildingé and the
co-operative stores adjoining with a mixture of paraffin ;nd petrol.
In order to make the explosive mixture more inflammable we got a
quantity of flax tow from a nearby Flax Mill, We scattered the tow
on the floors and sprinkled it with a mixture of paraffin oil and
petrol, After we had all preparations made for settiné Fhe premises
on fire we rounded ﬁb horses and carts numbering about 50 which were
congregated in the creamery yard awaiting their turn to deliver milk
at the creamery. These horses and cafts were taken to the various
roads surrounding the creamery. The horses were loosed from the
vehicles and the vehicles were placed across the roads asbaﬁ%cades to
stop all fast motor traffic approaching. These blockadeé cn the roads
ﬁere to safeguard us against surprise by?motorised milita;y or police

force,

While we were engaged in doping the premises with the inflammable

material we found a serviceable revolver in one of the stores, We

then applied lights to the creamery premises and the co-operative
stores at different points . The work of the saturation of the entire
premises with the mixture of petrol and paraffin had beeniso thoroughly
carried out that when the lights were appliéd the fire raged into top
gear at once. I heard afterwafds that the light and smoke of the fire
could be seen in County Derry 20 miles away although the fire was

started just before noon,
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Our Company were unable to carry an oper;.tion of this
magnitﬁde -alone so we had helpers from Pomeroy and Cari:-ick:more
Companies and a few from County Derry. We had to prov:i{.de armed
guards to protect oﬁr rear on all the various roads lea;.ding to the
Creamery premises., We also had to provide a éovering ;pa.x.'ty on
the local R.I.C. barracks to prevent them issuing from 'the barracks |
and attacking the men engaged at the Creamery. We also had to have
a number of mer availasble in the vicinity of the Creamery to protect
us against attack by local "B" men. Therloc_al “B" men, however,
d3id not come to the assistance of the Creamery. This might havg
been due to the unexpecteg;i manner of the operation, It also might

be due to caution on the part of the "B" men, |

Charles Daly, the 0/C, 2nd Northern Division, was.iin full
charge of this operation. He did all the plamning of the operation
with local assistance and advice. It was our Company ?that
originated the idea of burning the Creamery as a repris!al for the
burning of our Sinn Fein Hall.,

From October aboit 1920 up to the Truce we blocke&_ roads
continually. This blockading of roads émbracedi the 'bilb'wing_- up or
destruction of road bridges. We had also made it a ru?.Le that if
police forces came into our area either one solitary polli_ceman or a
number, we always got. together one or_two of us or more; and opened
fire on them., Tf we did not get clc;se t.o‘ our tax‘géts&"—it did not
h;orry us. The fact that we fired on them served its piurpose. As
a result of these tactics our area got a bad name with jthe British
authorities and consequently - they did not visit the area very much

except when they came in large numbers for raids or rounds-up.
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Truce Period.

After the Truce the Volunteers stérted an intensive course of
training. We had a number of training camps in our area. We had two
at a place called Broughdepg and one at a plq;e_called Beagﬁmore.

These cémps were carried out for one week at a time. The instructions

at the camps for individual Volunteers or officers were confined to a

week's duration. Relays of men went to each camp week after week.

Sometime after the Truce I attended a Eivisional‘Camp.ét which
Divisional, Brigade and Battalion officers received courses of instruction-
This camp was held in the Sperrin Mbunﬁains district. Queatioﬁé were
asked in the British House of Commons about the training activities that

were carried out at the Sperrin camp.

Immediately after the Truce the Sinn Fein organisation and the
Volunteers continued to support Sinn Fein Courts. _ The jdea in supporting
the Courts was to deprive the British Courts of all jurisdicﬁion in the
area, When the Sinn Fein Courts were organised and Magistrétes
appointed, a canvas was made of all likely litigants who were asked to
have their cases tried in our Courts. 1In a short time all cases from
our area were tried in the Sinn Fein Court.. I can safely sgy that for
months during the Trﬁce“perigd not one case from our area went-to & Britist
Court. Whatever feeling of suspicion, if any such feeling existed
amorigst the peovle abmii:the_ ‘ability: of our Courts to diSpensé even-handed
_justice, was soon dispelled by the efficient and fair decisibné which

resulted from trials in our Court.

We also established a Volunteer Police Force which was set up to

carry out the orders of our Courts, collect fines imposed and to see that

b

all Court decisions were implemented.

The arrest and detention of criminals was another aspect of Volunteer

Police work. The Police had also to see that the regulations governing
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public house closing etc. were observed. In general the

Republican Police efficiently took the place of the former R.I.C.

At this period the R.I.C. had cedsed to have any useful
functions to perform. To give an example of the type ?f man .we had
in our Police f‘orce 1 may mention one member, Paddy Qunl'm Paddy
was Pirst a member of our Company and on the formation of the Police
Force he was appointed Company Police Officer. He was later
promoted to the rank of Battalion Police Officer and inla.nother short
time he was promoted to the rank of Brigade Police Offifzer.'

Paddy was & man of exceptional ability who had a way of:; getting
thinés done without causing fuss or annoyance. He joiﬁed the Civic
fuards on the establishment of that Force under Genex_-all O'Duffy.
He reached the rank of Sergeant and was stationed at Emyvale, County
Monaghan, for years until he resigned on reaching the afge limit

recently. l

We did all we could during trhe Truce period to proﬁde arms and
to get over the scarcity of arms that existed in our ar:.aa pre-Truce.
T think it was in the early Truce period that the arms' levy for the
purchase of arms was started. I cannot be sure of thi% howevér.

A cash levy was placed on each householder and the amoﬁnt was fixed
according to the means of each person. . When the levy was made each
person was notified of the amount placed on him or her and péyment.
was requested; _In‘ clases where the amount required was;r either
refused or the payment delayed unduly the Volunteers Hent and made a
forcible collection. This forcible collection was rarely necessary
as an overwhelming majority of people paid up willingly. In one
case we cot instructions to selze a motor car from a man in tﬁe
Carrickmore azea‘-who:remdjto pay the lewy. The car waé hired by the
local priest for the -purpose of going to the Church to say Mass and
on the day the seizure was made the priest was actually‘ saying Mass

at the time. We took the car and the priest had to walk home
|
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after Mass, This car was used by the 2nd Northern Division in the

County Derry area for arms work.

Another amusing incident in connection with the seizure for
the non-payment of the arms®' levy was the taking over of clothes from
a delinquent who coﬁld do nothing about the matter at t@e time and he
suffered the loss of his suit in preference to paying tpe levy placed
on him, A considerable time later when the British law was
re-established in our area this man took an action in tﬁe Courts
against a brother of mine for the value of the suit. 'ﬁe wWas éble to
prove that my brother was either in#olved in the act ijseizing'the
. suit or that he was responsible for the ordering of the' seizure.
The man got a decree against my brother for the value of the suit

which my brother had to pay.

1

Some of this arms' levy money was used for the upkeep of the
Battalion, Brigade and Divisional organisations all which required
cash to carry on and portion of it was used for the purchase of arms

and equipment.

From the 11th July, 1921 up to about March 1922 waé an uneasy
Truce period in m@st areas in Northern Ireland., The Vélunteers were
taking part in training exerciseé all ofer the area in éach Company
district. | Courts were held openly and a system of police patrols
was carried out in all districts where Volunteer Companies existed.
Mobilisations and parades‘were held at frequent times. . In one revie:.
at Creggan all the Volunteers in the Battalion assembled and carried

out military exercises,

During this Truce period in our district neither the R.I.C. nor
the "B" Special Constabulary made any attempt to control the area or
do any police work, As T have already stated the British Courts

had ceased to function as far as about 90% of the population was '
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qoncerned. Our -area was a considerable distance from the county line
between Northern and Southern Ireland and the position was that our ares
was not then a matter of great concern to the Six-County Authorities who

were more concerned with the areas close to their southern frontiers.

I suspect that they decided to allow us to carry on as we were doing

tntii the political situatioq,and the military situatioq’had become more

stabalised,and that when that time arrived they would deal_with us.

How long this state of affairs was éllowéd to 1ast'wa§ deéided for
the British Government by actions by the Volunteers which from the
British view threw down the gauntlet and the Northern Govefnment were
asked to take action. The first of these incldents was tﬁe captufe of
Pomeroy Barracks. This barracks was situated in our Battalion area and
was carried out as a Battalion job. The second was the Efishbfack
ambush, This ambush took place in our Coﬁpany area, and éhe third
operation was the destruction of the road bridge at Dunamore. This last
operation was also in our Company area.‘ Now I shall deal with these |

action in ﬁore detail.

The Capture of Pomeroy Barracks.

The capture of Pomeroy barracks fook place on the night of the 16th
March, 1922, The first I heard éf the plans té capture the barracks
was from Frank Donnelly of Pomeroy. I think that Donnellj at this time
was our Battalion G/C. A number of men from our Compaﬂy area and
Dunamore Company area took part in the capture. Both Companies
assembled in Christy Mecnagh's house. Each one.was‘given3details as to
what roam in the barracké each Volunteer would go.to. We all proceeded
in our stocking feet from the outskirts of the town of Pome}oy towards
the barrack so that we would make no noise in approaching the barrack,
The door of the barrack was openéd'for us by one of the garrison in the
barrack,  4n R.I.C. man named Staunton who was annative: of County
Mayo.,  There were about lé R.I.C. men in the barracks on the night of

its capture, When we came to the open door we all moved towards the
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different rooms allotted to us without any noise or fussjof any kind.
The whole operation of eﬁtering the barracks and proceeding to our
allotted rooms was carried out like clockwork. We were all able
simultanecusly to overpower and tie up all the garrison in their
bedrooms without the discharge of a shot by either the p§lice or our
men. We had a lorry, the property of Paddy McCullough of Gresncastle,
in the vicinity of the barracks and when all the inmates were ‘pmperly\
secured the lorry was backed up to the door of the barrack and all the
arms and other useful military equipment was carried out and placed in
the lorﬁ. Yhen the lorry was completely loaded the weight was S0
mach over its rated load that all present had to take a hand and give
the lorry a push to get i started up the street of Pomer&y. We had
previously prepared dumps for the safekeeping of the arms we planned
to capture. Previous to the capture of the barracks we put bodies of
men on guard on the various roads leading into Pomeroy with orders to
" break bridges and barricade all roads except the road that the lorry
was to travel with the arms. On this road a bridge was' partly
demolished and when the load of arms passed over it the éiemoliﬁioq was

completed. |

These safeguards prevented the possibility of the arms being
intercepted by Crown Forces before they were properly co;lcealed by us.
This operation was carried out without a hitch, In i‘ac;b there was
not a shot fired from the start to the end of the opera.tion by either
the police or our men. This fact in itself proves that:our men

were subject to a high standard of discipline.

One of the'jokeé resulting from the capture of the barracks was
the report that during the actual capture of the place I made tea for
the assaulting party. This report had travelled as far as New York
where I was asked about it years afteewards. VWhat prbb'ably started
this yarn was that during the time the arms were being_c?rried_fram

the barracks to the lorry I said, "Hurry up boys so that'we can have
our tea'. T'd like to contradict the version of this affair that
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got abroad. We went to the barracks for a military purpose and A
would not be good military conduct to indulge in tea-drinking in a,

1
I

barrack before our job was completed.

In additid;'x to all the precautions taken by us whichi I have
outlined above I would mention also that it was through our area. that
i
the lorryload of arms wasttaken from the barracks. In this area all
the roads were carefully patrolled to ensure that no straégling enémy

patrol could get into the area unobserved.

After the cap‘l:.ure- of the arms in Pc;meroy we had plenlt.y of rifles
and ammmnition and other very essential military equipmenifc. Ve
established a Flying Column of about 10 or 12 men all equ%’l.pped with
captyred rifles etc. These 10 or 12 men were constantly; under arﬁs.

I was in charge of them. We a.luays had facilities to call on
additional men if we wanted help or if it was necessary to increase owr
force, On one occasion we were moving abou‘t. in Evishbrack area. A
lorry of police came along to a road block at Evishbrack a.nd were
stopped at the road block. It was in the afternoon and broad daylight
when we came on the scene and observed the lorry at about' 300 yards
range. We took imediaﬁe cover and opened fire on the men at the
lorry. The police who were with.the lorry immediately took cover, and
returned our fire with great accuracy: Before the shooting
actuall;yr happened one of our men on our extreme right flank went away
from our position on a message, Paddy Quinn was in charge .of the men %
on the right flank and after the shooting started he observed a man -
coming in on our right flank. At first he t.f.ought. the man approaching
dressed in a trench coat was the Volunteer who had gone away on the
message. Then he noticed a number of other men approach_jin;g and he
then realised that the man in the trench coat was an enem& officer
| leading a detachment of men in on our right flank to attack us, Quinn
immediately opened fire on the approaching man who quickly took cover.

Tn the meantime I observed what was happening at my right flank and I
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ordered the Column to withdraw. By the time that the enemy had
observed our withdrawal the party of enemy Forces. on dur riéht opened
up machine gun and rifle fire in our direction, This fire was not
effective. At the time I gave the order to withdraw the main party of
our men I saw another section of enemy forces approaching at, the double
in the direction of our left flank. Thse men on the left fiank proved
to be "B" men and they were not able to ﬁake contact with us. Our
knowledge of the country enabled us to withdraw unobserved from a
position which might eésily have been a serious deathtrap for us, ' When
we go£ élear of the enemy forces we withdrew to the Derry bo£der and
had tea in a house there. During the following night we returned to our
own area., Our first infeﬁtion in going towards County Dérrf was to
make contact with a Soﬁth Derry Column which we heard were iq the area,
When we arr?ved there we failed to get any tidings of them, Hence our

return home,

"Attempt to blow up Dungate Bridge,

Ve made plans to blow up Dungate Bridge. This bridge i; sitﬁated

"beside NeCracken's public house on a road that‘conﬁects two main roads.
Before the operation was carried out a number of us had a discussion on
how it should be planned and the best‘time fof carrying out the operation,
One of the Volunteers who got to know of our plans was a man pamed

Quinn who had joired the Volunteers after the Truce in July, 1921, I
cannot remember.if Quinn was mobilised for this operation or not. If he
was mobilised he probably did not go with us to the bridge. We know for
certain, however, that he went and goﬁ in touch with epemy gources and
gave accurate information about our plans. After darkness fell on the
night planned for the operatioﬁ we arrived at the bridge and éomménced
to make a {hole in the centre of the bridge large enough to ipsert a mine
containing explosives sufficient to demolish.thke whole bridga;

m=asure ’
As a safety before we started our work we +.placed scouts on the road

nearby to prevent enemy forces surprising us,

We had the cavity in the bridge nearly ready for the insertion of the mine
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when a Force camprising R.I.Ei. and "B" Specials a'pproached the bridge
travelling along one bank of the river and in the adjacent fields.

The first intimation T had that any danger to us was appi-;aching was
the hearing of revolver shots. The first shot was fired by
Lieutenant Frank ‘Ward of our Company who was placed to patrol the road
" near the bridge, He was walking o.n his beat when he was ordered to
halt and put up his hands- by a man who suddenly appeared near him on
the road. VWard's I;eply was to quickly drawdhis revolver and fire
point blank at his gssaila.nt.He had. shot 'r./azortaliy wounded a Major |
McEnight who was thenr in charge of the "B" Specials. This was the
unfortunate Major's first night on patrol.Immediatelyr Ward shot the
Major he turned towards the main body of our men and rusﬁed in our
directiontowards trebridge, When Ward reached me he informed me that he
was shot twice by the Major's pat?ol. I ordered the men on the
bridge to withdraw. Ward collapsed and we had to carry him along with
us, His report about his own condition proved correct. He had one
bullet in his shoulder and another in his back. The bullet in his
back passed right through his stomach. He was shot on ﬁis way back
to wam us. VYhen we got a little distance from the .bridge Ward told
me again that he was seriously wounded. His plight worried me a lot.
He said to me, "This is my last action®. He took off his Sam Bréwne
belt and handed it to me with his revolver and said "Carrjr on Paddy",
T brought him some distance from the bridge to a house a.n:d 1 sent for a
priest. and a doctor for him. I made an Act of Contritioh and got him
to say prayers witﬁ me as I knew the bhoy was ‘done for as he was
vomiting up thick dark blood. I think that after T left Ward he was
taken by the Doctor to Donaghmore near Dungannon and was jpfl.af.:ed in a
Nursing Home or a small hospital in that village. Shortly after he
was placed there military forces ca;me along and captured him and he

| was taken by them to Belfast where he died in about two days after he
was wounded. It is a strange coincidence that Major McEnight was

taken to the same hospital in Belfast as Ward was taken to and both
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died there about the same time,

The death of‘wgrd had a very great affect on all thé comrades
who knew him wgll.' He was a very fine lad and was absoiutely
fearlese, and his attitude when he was wounded was a tribute to his
outlook. . Ward never made any suggestion that he regret%ed anything

he had done. His death was ane of our greatest tragedies and one of

our greatest glories,

(Signed) KFWMA/;’:///&W% {ﬁ& ﬁmfz’/}B

. (Patrick McKenna ) (Ex-Batt. 0.C. )
(vate) 22~ Do o /9;53
22nd Dec'r. 1953,
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.2:1 /2= .s 3, -
(Jonn McCoy) _ ' T
22.12.53.

BUREAU OF Mn.mnv HISTORY 1913-"31 |
BURD STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21 j

No. W.S: 9!




