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The history of Ireland and its people during the
past forty years 18 filled with events and
developments which have moulded the course of Ipish
histbry to possibly & greater extent than the events
of any other simila{ period of tige. In those forty
years certain events stand out, some fixed in the
popular mind, some evalued by historians in their
writings, some relatively widely known even outside
Ireland, but few, very few, having an internationsl
acceptince by both historians and publicists as well

as by the common people.

From this period of forty years two events
do spandlout clear gnd sharp in that widest sqnse -
. "The Insurrection‘of 1916 énd the "Great Labour
Struggle of 1913%.

~ On the "Insurréctioh of 1916" one need not
pause to determine 1ts importance and place in Irish
history, it 1s manifest and clear, but vhy should
the Labour Struggle of 1913 agssume such importance,
this étruggle of some thousands of‘unsﬁilled workers
in ohe city over a brief span of m6h¥hs,;and éehtred

| round such a minor issue as membership of a particular

trade union.,
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" 41913 ; }he symbolic neme for that struggle -
was not 1mﬁortent Because of the numbers lnvolved,
greater mumbers have participated in other conflicts;
not because of geographical extent, it was in the main
confined to one clty sand locality, not by intensity of
conflict BEIfast in 1907 in some degree underwent as
great an unleashing of police and military terror; and

_certainly not by material success gained because the

struggle 1n its 1mmediate phase ended lndecisevly

Not for these reasons is "1913* remembered, but
because 1t marked an upsurge: of human courage, an.
unleashing of tde human spirit, the standihg erect of
men and women who had hitherto not known what it was B
to walk with unbowed heads. = "1913% was the'uprisiné‘i
of the,comﬁon people, of working men and women who had
lived and labodred in the lower depths of a dark and
noisesome pit but who in that year raised theilr heads
and having raised thelr heads fixed their gaze on the
stars, declared that they were of humanity end reclaimed
their heritage_as men and women in rejecting the fate
their masters had decreed for them of being beasts of
burden and helots in servitude. "1913" is memorfble
because it_is an épic of the human spirit, of the
unconquerable forﬁitude and determination of the viorking
class, which through suppressed and enchalined will
never acknowledge ultimate and complete defeat.
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'Two movements in the history of this land have
contribuﬁéd-profbundly to the struggle cf the Irish
people during the last half centruy and both occurred
around the turnlof the century. The first being the
‘land war of the farmers which was ﬁo bring them |
the ownérship of‘the'land of Ireiand but this struggle
though great and significant in ltself 4id not directly
merge into and drive forward the main stream of national
resurgence. The second was the struggle of the.urban
workers agalnst economic servitude and human degradation
symbolised by the yeer "1913" but this struggle did
directly lead on to and merge with the broad national
current of revolt which culminated three years later
in the 1916 Insurrection. "1913% was not only the
uprising of the workers of cify and town, it was the
sign, the beacon, ?he manifestation that the Ireland
of the common people ﬁas égain stirring and ready for

another forward move.

But "1913" was something more, in that 1t was the -
first occasion on which Irish workers had fought their
own economic, their own clags struggle, against all
their ememles, native and alien, choosing their own
obJectivc, ;elying oc'their own strength and resources,
under.their own leadefs; and with all other elements in
the nation., at least in the beginning, either ranged
agalnst them or indifferent to their struggle, It was
‘the emergence of the I;ish working class as an independent

force on to the broad field of Irish history.
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To the wofking man or wom&h who is still with us
to;day, and ﬁhg participated in that great struggle
of forty years ago 1t was a year of pride and glory,
somewhat akin to the feeling of pride naturally felt
by the man who shouldered a rifie in 1916, and why
not - because the courage to carry and use a rifle is
but another facet of the courage to endure the long
months of hunger, terror and overwhelming odds which
was the lot cf ﬁhose who battled with their masters
in Duablin forty years ago. But that courage is even ‘
more remarkable when one looks back to the condltions g
in which the Dupl;n worklng man lived, to the forces
arrayed agalnst him and.the terrible heartbreaking
effort he had to make before he reaiised that whthin

himgelf he had such dauntless and unconquerable 'spirit.

Dublin of the first decade of the century was
not a city to-teke pride in., It was a city of economic
and soclal degradation, national demoralisation, bitter
and corrupt factionél poliblcs,rand for the maSs of ‘
workers a city of di?e poverty, inlmman housing conditions,
and a feeling of livirg outside the bounds of c¢ivilised |
soclety. . The workefs lacked organisations to defend
-and protect them, they lacked faith in themselvé;,
they lacked leaders of courage and honesty. Their -
only common bond was their readiness to bow their ff
head and tip thelr cap 1n a servile salute to every

petty tyrant and master.
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John iitchell had colled Iublin "a city of
genteel 6aatafﬂa and bellowing slovest and AL enything
it wog an understatenent,

Bome 300,000 people lived in Doblin. It vas 6
city of fow industries, wherein the peoplo mede a
1ivellihood b_y‘haudlma the country's exports and isports,.
end in tho service of the gentry. %Ihe 018 crefts wore
6ying, the eraftgmen living Ix a narrow limited, insocure
life their mein @ope and purpose to keoep themselves
above the gwarming moss of casual, unskilled workers.

Those 50,000 wnskilled workaers wmere dependent
on casual work at the docks, in transport and in
the butléing trade and im the limited number of factorlas.
ené workshops., %She unskilled worker depeﬁded for his
fow dnys cagusl work cach week on the Hvour of the
employer, the foremen or the stevedore, and his economie
existence and the welfare a;nﬂ security of his family
was in the finol m‘mls;ais deternined by the slwm ;m:»m-.
the publicen and the pawnbroker. The unskilled workers
of the eity not only competed among themselves for the
available jobs but werc uwnder contimwous pressure from .
the never ending influx of lebourers from the countryside
who with their inheront moemorics of the Famine, thelr
servility end rendiness to work for eny wéga’a and under
eny conditions ware & ready means by which the cmployors
could kcep any impertinent town worker in bis place,
For his family the uns;killed worker could pot provide eith
decaency of living op security i‘or the futare, and the
ovtlets for his children wém the British Ammy for his
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sons and the foftunate_chance'of & job 1n "service" for
his daughters.. | |

Dubli% was the cépital clty, a clty of fine

Georglan ho%ses whlch had been slowly rotting aﬁay
for a hundr?d years and which had become an ever growing
cancer of hérrible, inhuman, dipty, vermin infested
tenements, unegﬁailed by any modern city in Burcpe.
The official statistlcs of the housing conditions in
ﬁuhlin'gaﬁe 1t the enviable reputation of having the
worst housing conditions in Burppe, being only approached
by the city of Moscow (and here one might'nope in pasing
the effect of terrible housing conditions 1n'relation
to later outbreaks of social revolt in both these cities.

Neaniy 90,00C persons 1lived in these tenements
- that is almost a third of the population of the City -
and of these more ﬁhan 20,000 families lived each in
one room in tenement houseg officially declared to be

unflt or unsafe for human habitation,

To seek to describe such houslng conditions
is futile, 1t is more effective to quote from an open
apologist for the employing class, a Mr.Arnold Wright
vho in his book "Disturbed Dublin® wrote

" Nowwhere can there be found concentrated so many
of the evils which are assoclated with the underword
of our modern civilisation. To say that men and
women live like beasts of the field is the merest
. tmth"- 7 . - ‘
t.!
And that is @ - spokesman for the empl.oyers,
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Of the ﬁagesgin Dublin of those years,:it is
almost lmpossible to convey an accu;ate account
understanda?le by the workers of to-day Who:havg not
had theﬂexpérience of those years. The unskilled workers
starting.houi was generaally 6 a.m. and hisénormal day _
en@ed 12 hours later, but might well be exténded to any
hour beyonq that and not always with an additlonal
penny pald. For a full weeks work of anything from
60 to 80 hours a wage of from 10/~ to 16/- was pald.
Casual wbrk was the genera; experlence, and that meant
wages, i1f lucky of from 4/~ for_a broken week up
to the princely sum of even 20/- for a full week., . As
late ag May 1913, an agreement between.the Shipping
Companies and.the_Union provided for a wage for casual
dockers of 5/~ per day from 6 a.n. to 6 p.m., and this
was after three yéars struggle by organised members of a
union. Women workers recgived wages as low as 2/6d.
a week fof wo:king ten hours a day, six days a week,-
while young boys and girls prospered and grew fat
on wages .of a shi;ling & week, but no one asked the
hoﬁrs they worked. Payment for bank holidays; holidays
with pay each year, fixed overtime rates, sick pay
when out sick, pensions, trade union machinéry to represen
and protect the individual worker, workers welfaré or

even elementary safety precautions - all were lacking.

Trade_Unions:only existed in name, belng in the
main the old guilds carried over into the limited and

largely ineffective craft unions. There were general

[



Page 8

unions but tpéir_gcoPe apd.bower hardly merits
examlnation, and in the whbleiof ireland thgre were
less organlsed trade uni&ni%ts than there are to-day
in the-qity_pf Dubliln alone. The unskilled workers had
been given up as incapable of organisation by the older
trade union leaders, and trade union solidarity was

not considered as extending to the lower ranks of
labour. Politica; 6rganisations of labour had no
effective existence, fragementary efforts had all
failed; a local Dublin Labour Party had dwindled away
leaving behind a sorry record, while the small
soclalist groups had sown seeds of social revolt but
the harsh realitl?s of Dublin working class existence
had ki;led off any harvest. .

!

' ' of ‘
‘This gas the Dublin/the first decade of the

twentieth eentury; a Dublin of brutal, soul destrpying
pqve;ty;.ot;horrible housing; of disease and ignorance;

: pf;ighumanity and slavery; of desperate, heipless
unorganlsed workers. Dublin, tﬁe capital city, was truly
& reflex of a paticn degraded and demoralised in which ]
the very spirit of nationbhod was fluttering like

the dying flame of a barnt out candle. Dublin, like
Ireland, was dazeq and suplne in the choking mists

of its own servitude,

From such human degradation could there be any

hope of human' advance, Could men and women born into



Poge 9

and living thén' lives in thege festering conditions

ever hope to stand erect, defy and defeat their mesters.
e ea:pioyers.thﬁugbt not.lahd at the first stirrings '
" of 6Giscontent ordered the malcontents back to their
tenemant hovelg, Guch forwmard looking minds as there
r.-eré in the nntien i'eeouga froz this ﬁopcléés human E8SH
of poverty and misery. lone hed faith, cortainly noé

the down trodden iorkors. nor tho weak trade un!.ana '

ond their inept lceders, or the fow brave spulta who
yot dreamad of natlonul reguvgrence; lacking faith ;
nothing was attempted.

Looking back at historic novenents it is not
olwnys possible to c:l.ea.rly see tho starting point,
tat for the Cublin workers and thelir atmggle of 1913
the year 1909 marie the beginning. To-mgnt I am not
secking to' tell the story of 1913 in terms of grest men
and there were great men, grest leaders in and at
the hoad of that great strurale whose place in Irish
bigstory 1s.already nasumé _a.nd recorded, But graat
notional or social leaders £indé their greatness in the
- movements which they lead and of which they are part,
for without the historic moment and the resdiness of.
ordinary mon and vomen to f,l.é?}'lt and guflfer, great
10&6@1'5 woulé be denled the opportunity to make their
mark on mstory or their record of gervice to h\manity.
Rather tonight at this rortieth shniversery meeung of

“1013* I would spobk of the tens of thousandn of ordinery
worki;ig @en and wemen, eye, snd of thelr children, vhose
nemes ere unknown #nd whose individnal decds of heroism |
and endurance have gone unrecorded, but throtiéh whose

valient battles a now eplc wag written in mrmhn &) pims:



struggles and fromlwhose fa;th and coursge a netien“;{*ﬁfib
was later awakened} To pay our due tribute to EhQSG:fiA;;
men and women 1s te mark 1ln the most fltting manner' |
our Bebt of appreciation and gratitude to those 1eadefsf*a:
who won end held the trust and confidence of Dublin's

workers.

#1913" in quiin was .the outbreak of a storm
which had been building up and gathering its forces
from Belfast in 1907, Cork in 1909, Wexford in 1912, 2
and in Dublin week in and week out had been fenning and
strengthening the spirit of revolt. Orgenisation of Afﬁ?

“workers 1nto the new union with its new mutlook 1ts new
spirit, its new tactics and methods of struggle, its x
demands for highen_wagee, better conditions, the right 3;&§
to join a trade union.and the right.to refuse to work . J,f
with scabs and blacklegs had been a mission carried on ji?ig
with fervour and epergy. A growing tumul tuous wave' "'A
of revolt and resistance had developed, challenging : i
the old power of the employers, audacious in its demands, ‘
merclless ln its exposures, vncompromising in its battles,

but above all confident of its strength and ultimate

vlictory: Yet, through it all was the ever growing and
spreading belief that all workers were brothers; that .
all were being robbed of the fruits of their toil, that’ R
brutal exploitation and imjustice must be fought and : ﬁj?
that solidarity was the source from which strength would |
flow and victory be won. i | '}f
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Each struggle‘against the employers was everybody's
struégle, and no more fitting example can be givén than
when the sailors ahd firemen outside of Ireland
ente;ed into strugéle against the shipping Federatibn in
1911. sSallors coming into the Port of Dublin were
organiséd by the ﬁublin dockers into their own union,
pald strike pay', énd when the fight was over were
transferred to thé.Nationél Sailors and Firemen's
Union, &nd this at a cost of over £5,000 in strike pay
- a huge expenditﬁre in termg of trade unléh funds
and 1913 money values to the newly organised Dublin

dockers.:

To this reawékening of the workers employers:
first reacted like a man brushing away an irritating fly;
later they acted with set purpose and determination to
retaln thelr mastery, tut nonetheless still acting as
individuals or small groups. Finally appailed by the
experience of six‘years of wildening struggle and
intensifying revolt on the part of the workers, the
byblln empléyers dec;ded to acﬁ together to crush out

the growing movement.,

The first skirmish was in the dispatch department
of the "Irish Independent" were, on the 15th August,
Williem Martin Murphy told the staff they could choose
between their Union and their jobs, following it by a
pimllar ultimatum to the men ‘in the Dublin United
Tranways Co. The challenge had been thrown down,

1t was not long before it was hurled back.
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On the 26th AMigust, in Horse Show week; at a '{i ¢

e

quarter past-nine in the morning tramwaymen all over:’

Lo
the city put up the Union badges in their coats, told
the passengers they could walk or get Martin Murphy B
to drive the tram?, and reported to Liberty Hall, |
Battle was joinedsbetween the advance guard on eitheq'.
side, and steadilﬁ the ranks of each side were swelled
as employer after employer demanded of his worker the
choice of job or union, and workers- replied

“®e choose the union and the right to be free menv,

L

x

By'the lst Jeptember 404 employers had met and
bound themselves.together in & bond to support each
other by all means and to abide by an agreement -
that declared ' |

“* . ."Wh ‘Hereby pledge ourselves.in future not to
employ any persons who continue to be members of
the Irish’Transport end General Workers' Union,
and any person refusing to cerry out our lawful
end reasonable instructions or the instractions

of those placdd over them will be instantly
dismlssed, no matter what Union they belong tow,

The unskilled workers in their thousands stood
by thelr Union and were foréed out of thelr jobs; the
skilled workers asserted their msnhood and stood by
thaif-unskilled ﬁwothers and they also were thrown
out. on fhe streets, until finaily more than 30,006
workers.ip.S? 61fferent unlons were in the bitter
st;uggle. How great was the.spirit of solidarity
can be mea?ured by the fact that the Buildebs'
Labourers' Unlon; which had been in conflict with

the Irish Transport Union at an eariier date and had
petitioned the Building Trade emplojers not to employ

any Transport Union members, rejected the employers



Page 13-

order with contempt and took their stand with their

former opponents in the Transport Union.

Within forty eight hours of the walk-dut of
tramwaymen police‘terror.was loosed on the workers
starting at Ringsend in the afternoon of Saturday
the 29th Mgust, épreading to Beresford Place and
Eden Quay later in he same night, with great mumbers
of wo;kers injure& and Byrne and Nolan batoned to

desth.

Sunday, August 30th, was a Bay of bloody and '
pro;onged'terrorism, commencing with the batoining of
thousands in O‘'Connell Street by the members of the
Dublin Metropolitan Police, assisted by hundreds of .
R.IL. men special;y imported into the city and made
arunk for the bruﬁal campalgn. But the workers fought
back, with stonesf bottles, hurlegs and thelr bare.fists,
and on the Inchicore tram line so fierce was the battle .
that solqigrs of the West Kent Regiment were finally
called out. |

In the three days from the 30th August to the
1st September'no less than thirty battles took place
between the workers and the police. It was out of these
battles and turmoil that the Irish Citizen Army was born,
vwhen workers carrying hurleys marched alongside their
bands and processions or-stood round their meetings

8s protection against the viclous police attacks.
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The workers leaders were arrested, hundrede
of ordinary worke;s were gaoled and sentenced to
terms of 1mprisonment. Thelr homes were forcibly broken
into, women and children beaten, terrorised_and
furniture smashed. Men and women in custody were
brutally meltreated and through all this naked terror
the dally press and the scurrilous, lying fly sheets
financed by the employers, slandered and attached

the workers, their union and their leaders.

The struggle flowed over, crossed the ;rish‘

&
-

A

Sea end English transport workers and rallwaymen
took action in sympathy with the Dublin workers.
The l1lssues involved in the. struggle were raised in
the British Trade.Unien Congress, officiel delegatione'
vlisited Dublin. Throughout England, scotland and wales
a wave of sympathy and support for the embattled
Dablin workers swelled up and money, food and clothes
started to pour in, until finally through the |
Co-operative Movement the first food ship errived

and the "pucks" were distributed at Liberty Hall

- those famous "pucks® whi;h workers even to-day

boest of having received/the same menner as they

would display a medal for valour,

The struggle_beceme an 1ssue in English
domestic politics, bringing about the defeat of
the Government candidates in two English bye-electione:
8 fiery cross campalgn was carried/throughout the

length and breadth of the Unitead Kingdom. and finally
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on the 26th Septemoer, a Government Court of Inquiry
sat in Dublin, under Sir George Aggalth, in an effort
to settle the dispute by conciliation. . After a ‘
full 1nvest1gation the Court stated in its report that

"Whatever may have been the intentions of

the employers, this document imposes upon

the signatories conditions which are contrary

to individual liberty and which no workman or body

of workmen could reasonably be expected to accept."
But the 404 employers were adamant in their determinetion
to deny liberty th the workers and insisted on their
right of victimisation, by selecting those whom they
would re—employ. The struggle continued for eight long :‘;.
months, until wlth no. fbrmal settlement. work was
gradudlly resumed although great mumbers of workers
had to seek employment elsewhere, homes were brokenup,
the bodies and minds of children suffered from the
privatlon and suffe;ing - but the Union remaloéd and
the workers retained thelir 1liberty as individuals and

thelr rights as humen beings..

We who meet Mege to-night to recall that great.
struggle and pay ouf tribute_to the men and women
who fought that battle for humen dignity and rights .
may, through the lapse of time, fall to see in clear
focus the wonderfhlfcourege and endurance, the loyalty
and deep human spirit which ralgsed those eimple
Dublin workers to the helghts of human endeavour.
I personally feel 1 1ack the words to frame our
tribute, and so with your 1ndu1gence I have recourse
to one who, though not & worker, took his stand with

them in those dark days, George Russell, whose name
may be unknown to younger men and women but whose

words nevertheless bear a strength of conviction
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which will arousé an instant response in all our

minds even after the lapse of forty years:-

. I have .often degpaired overapublin, which John
' .. Mitcheil_called'a city of genteel dastards and
‘bellowing Slave§,\but a man has arisen who has
lifted the cuftpip which velled from us the
real manhood of Dublin. Nearly all the manhood
1s found among obscure myriads who are paid from
) : . five to twenty-five shillings per week. The
men who will sacrifice anything'for a principle
get rarer and rarer above that limit of wenlth.
I am a literary man, a lover of ideas, but I
have found few people in my life who would szcrifice
anything for a principle. Yet in Dublin,
when the masters lgsued that humiliating document,
asking men - on. penalty of dismissal - to swear
. kever to join a trades union, thousands of men who
hgd no connection with the Irish Transport Union
- maﬁy gmpng them personally hostile to that
organisation -’requéd to obey. They would not slgn
away their freedom, their rlight to choose:their own
heroes and their own ldeas. Most of these men had
no strike fUnds‘to fall back on. They had wives
and children depending on them. Quietly and grimly
they_took through hunger the path to the Heaﬁenly
City. ‘They stand silently about the streets.
- God alone knows vhat 1s pagsing in the hearts
of these men. Nobody in the Press in Dublin
has said a word about it. Nobody has praised
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|
them, no one had put a c¢rown upon thelr brows. |
Yet these men are the true heroes of_ngland to-day
they are the de$éendants of Oscar,'cﬁchﬁlain, the |
heroes of our ancient stofies. For all thelr tattered
garments, I recognise in thése obscure men a majesty
of spirit. It is in these workers in the towns and the
men in the cabins in the country that the ho;éﬁof
Ireland lies. The poof have -always helped each other,
and it is they who listen éagerly to tbe'préaqpers

of & soclal order based on brotherhood and

co-operationv, o
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