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Part 2,

The year 1918 waes: an eventful one in Volunteer
circles im Meath, Early on thererere rumours of an
effort being made by the British government to enforce
conscription of Irishmen into their army for service
in France etc. The people organised and local committees
were: set up in every parish, acting under a central
committee in Dublin, to resist the attempt. These
local committees were selected at public: meetings
and were usually composed of leading citizens, presided
over by a parish priest or catholic curate, Ag a
body the Volunteers di&,ﬁot act on them, but we: placed
ourselves at thelir disposal to do what was necessary
to help in the protest. One result of this threat
was to 1ncreasezthe:strength‘of our forces considerably,
which caused to some extent inconvenience and
disorganisation. However, we got over this by
appointing our more &dvanced hen to take charge of
drilling and training these recruits, and when. they
paraded in public they presented a fairly smart
a&ppearance. Needless to say all ouf work was done
without arms, asg: the scarcity of these necesgsary parts
of our equipment was & blg drawback, and 1ﬁdeed & very

big headache: to Battalion and Brigade staffs,

An: effort.was made to find some type of steel
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. springs of cars, traps and motors and have them
adopted
converted into pikes. These were readily/and some
reliable b;acksmiths-here and there were kept busy at
this work. A few who come to my mind are Ned Harte
of Bohermeen who was a Volunteer, Rispins of Athboy
and Reilly of Dunboyne. Where we had men with knowledge
of explosiveé:we organised .them and arranged for classes
under Commandant Esmon Cullen, the: Brigade Engineer,
at which they received instructions in the meking of
crude hand grenades; Anywhere that casing or piping
of steel or metal could be found it was commandeered
for this: purpose. For instance, a squad of Volunteers
left Athboy onme night and travelled to Kilmessan
where they cut down and brought home about fifty yards
of two inch piping. This was cut into six inech
lengths, closed at one end and plugged at the other end
with hard wood. In this plug a hole was bored
through which a length of fuse was run. The fuse
was ingerted in a detonator when geligﬁite was
available, or connected with blasting or gun powder

when this type of explosive was used.

Our Engineering Section of the 3rd Battalion
prepared a number of these: bomb céses and we tried out
some of them successfully. Everywhere in the Brigade,

too, our lads were busy turning out buckshot, '
but our supply of cartridges was limited. ALl these
types of material were turned out and stored for future
use. The menace of conscription passed without any
cause for using these stores, but the small supplies_of

explosives andlammunitibn‘were put away in specially
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prepared containers which were: suggested by our Brigede

Engineer, Commendant Bamon Cullen.

During the year 1918 there were: momentous
happenings: in the political world. In 1917 in two
by-elections Republican members were.elected, in .
South Roscommon = Count Plunkett - and in Longford -
Joe McGuinness. In 1918 a vacancy occurred in East
Cavan and resulted in Arthur Griffith, leader of Simn
P&in, being elected. During the Cavan campaign
the Volunteers: in Meath received a call from Cavan
to send some men for police and patrol Work. Thelr
duties were to maintain and preserve order and to
protect the electorate from intimidation. This move
was made to counteract the action of the apposition
4n assenting to the drafting of British military to the
area, The Brigade staff sent orders to the 3rd, sLth
and 6th Battalions to pick a number of good men and
send them to Bailieboro, Virginias and Cootehill.
Seamas Higgins and 1 went to Cootehill and took charge
of the: Meathmen who had reported. We established
contact with the local Volunteers and directed the:
movements of our lads in the other areas around.

Tt served us well in training and they acquitted
themseives:creditably. is far-as:my-memory serves me,

we numbered about hundred all told.

Later in the general elections we acted
similarly, and the discipline of our men made & deep
impression everywhere, even on the: political opponents

of Sinn Féin. The outcome of this: election work
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served our men well and 1t instilled a fine martial

spirit in them. The marching, cycle patrolling and
general parading in which they took ﬁart made a big

appeal to them, and when the electlion fever had

abated they took a keener interest in Volunteer work.

During the summer of 1918 there occurred a
general strike of farm l&boufg in Meath. It lasted
'for some: months; and féeling ran high on occasions.
About August we wegapproached by Eamon Rooney, the
Lebour organiser, who informed us that the employers
had asked that some British military should be drafted
into the county to protect their interests. We

examined his report carefully and submitted it to G.H.Q.,

who advised that we should be careful not to become
'embroiled in the dispute. We had already decided to
refrain and ha&.issued‘ordefs to all ranks that the
Volunteer movement should not be used for partisan

purposes, but we viewed this request to bring in

British military seriously.

Our contects with the employers could not get

" a denial from them, so we made it kmown that this move

would.force us: to take action to prevent it.

Iﬁ mist be mentioned that the employers!' association
was. composed of and controlled by men of strong pro
British tendencies. When Rooney attended a Brigade
Council meeting held in Larry Clarke's, Navan, and
produced his proofs that‘a,contingeni of military

was due to arrive ét Navan, travelling by the Great
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Northern Railway, we: notified G.H.Q. and gét their
permission to use our discretion in the matter,

We again discussed it at anothef Brigéde Councili
meéting, and 1t was decided by a mejority wvote to make:

an attempt to prevent 1it.

Receiving the information from Roohey of the
probable date of the coming of the military, it was
decided to pick a column composed of specially selected
men from: the 2nd Trim Battalion, the: 3rd Battalion
(Athboy) and théléth Battalion (Navan), who were
instructed to remove'a‘length of rail at & point near
Beauparc, Navan, on the night before tha military
were due to arrive. It so happened that the englneers
in the Athboy area had received a course of instruction
in this work, and it fell to them to do the actual
removing. Thesﬁavan men supplied the: information
and &cted as leaders to show where the necessary tools
were stored, while the remainder acted as guards and
assisted in the removal of the rails., The total
party numbered five from Athboy area, four from Trim ’
and three from Navan.> The point selectedwas at a bend
where the line ran at a height of about twelve feet '
above the surrounding country. The outer rall was
removed to make. sure that the train would run off the
line. To ensure that there would not be any mistake
which might cause an gccident to the passenger traih
which travelled this line each morhing, we left a
notice at the house of one of the linesman whose duty
it would be to walk the lines, warning him that the
line was up and to arrange for the stopping of the



passenger train in the event of it passing before the

military arrived.

As events turned out he d4id not get an
opportunity of acting on our warning, as a train consistﬁn
of empty waggons came first and went qff the line and
was badly wrecked. The driver and other officials
escaped with slight injuries. | We felt disappointed
and annoyed that this should have happened, and sent
word to Rooney to come to our next meeting and explain
matters. The strike came to an abrupt ending very
soon after this occurrence and the:matter dropped,,
but there was some repercussions inside our ranks
and we were given much trouble by some individuals
who: attempted to make capitel out of it and to
undermine: the discipline and good spirit that existed
genérally among the: rank and file bf the Brigade.

-

Later in this year many of those who had joined
up: during the:conséription menace: dropped out and those
who remained on fitted into our scheme work of
organising, and training went on uninterrupted.

During our efforts at training we managed to get in

some big movements as, for instance, the Brigede Council

'arranged mobilisation on the: Hill of Tara of men from

every Battalion on St. Patrick's Day at one p.m.
This: proved very successful.in‘thatzeyery Battalion
took part, and although some: men had. to comé long
Journeys all were there in good time.‘ They got to
know each other and went through every phase of work
from Company drill to extended order and manoeuvring.
A11 travelled on bicycles and were given instructibns

on the procedure of such travelling, dealing with van,
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flank, rear: and: advance guardiuo?k. On & later occasion
we picked a body from each Battalion consisting of
engineers, sigh&llerS'and a main body of protecting
troops;'mobilised at Ballinter near Navan ahd weht
through & full course of pontoon bridge: building,
attacking an'objectife and: destroying same by expldsives.
This was carried out at nighttime, beginning at 1@ pe.m.
and continuing until 4 a.m. A11 the participating
sections were kept In touch by lamp sighals and message
passing, and the-whole cperation was very successful.
The: men taking part were drawn from the: lst, 2nd, 3rd
and 6th Battalions. Comdt. Eamon Cullen wes in
charge: of the engineering work, while: Comdt. Boylan

and T were in charge: of the whole’ Job.

And so on to the end of the year 1918, a year
which opened so threateningly‘and ended. on &
comparatively guiet note. An important event to us
was & visit to Summerhill by Michael Collins where
he spoke at a concert. Afterwerds he attended a
Brigade Council meeting, gn&\aftef a thorough
examination of ‘our work and methods of carrying out the:
business expressed himself as being satisfied with us

gand our progress,

Following the result of the general elections
which took place at the end: of 1918, the Volunteers
were brought under the control of the: Dil when that
body met: early in 1919 and the cath of allegiance
to the: Irish Republic was administered to all Meath
VYolunteers. During this period some changes wére:-

made in the personnel of the Brigede and some Battalion
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staffs. Seén Hayes, Vice 0/C of theaBrigade, was
arrested and. interned in Ballykinlar, and Seamus Higgins,
Brigade @/M, was also captured and sent to serve &
sentence in Mountjoy. While there he took part in &
hunger strike and was releessed but had to keep on the
run afterwards.. He was in a bad shape after the strike
and went to Kilcormac, Offaly, to recuperate:

where he was: the guest oﬂ?Fr, O'Reilly, Parish Priest,
for some months:, " He resumed aétivities about August
1919. Commandant Lynam, 0/C lst;B&ttalion,rwas
relieved: of his post and replaced by Commandant B. Dunhne,
while P. de: Burea, 0/C lith Battalion, was: replaced by '
Commandant Pat F&rreily;

Towards: the end of the year G.H.Q. sent us an
officer who: took over the advanced training o? our men.
He: came as an organiser of the DA&1) Loan but gave us
all the: spare time at his disposal. His area of
activity was South Meath with Trim as H.Q., but did not
confine himself to any papticular-placg and as well
as farming officers" classes for lectures he: took
out whole:Battalioné and carried out a lot of field
work and manoeuvring. His name was Eamon Fleming
and he 1ns£illed‘a fine martial spirit into the men
everywhere: he went, with’particular emphasis on Trim
where he spent a good deal of time. As well as the
loan and Volunteer work, be acted as visiting offlicer

of the:f.R.B. and on his report some changes took

~ place im the County Board. Unfortunately he was

arrested'by the R.I.C. and sentenced to & term of

imprisonment in Mount joy, &fter which his contact with



90

us was slight.

\ @rganising work went on with varying fortune.
It sometimes happened that failiing the réCﬁipt of the
usual monthly organisation report from an area
either Boylan or I would move in to contact the: officers

and find out that our previous work had been undone

" by the consclentious scruples of some of the most

influential rank and file men, and where we had left
a good enthusiastic group of from ten to twenty

there would only remain & few willing to carry on.
thpx'for us these defections were not general,

and before the end of the: year we found that we could
attempt a fairly large sized operation when called
on to do so by-G,H3Q.

It wes in the autumn: of 1919 that we decided
to strike at some outlying R.X¥.C. posts. We: went
over the whole-area.cérefully at Brigade Council
meetings, and after receiving reports from all the
Battalion Commandants om the: strength and movements
of the police from each ares, we: chose: four barracks
as oﬁr obJéctive. These were Summerhill - strength
one sergeant and four constables, Ballivor - strength
one sergeant end four constables, Dillons Bridge =~
strength'oneesergeant and four constables, In
deciding on these: barracks we were influenced by certain
fgpts, one: of which was: that Volunteer activity was
not so apparent in these places and the R.I.C, had more
or less relaxed their vigilance, and also that they
Were so situated that it was easy to cut aff their

communication with ranger-posté; There were other
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considerations: that pertained in soms but not in other
areas, It will be: necessary to detail the plans laid

for each job.

Summerhill comes first and we selected 1t
because there: were four very good Volunteers there
who were also members of the I.R.B. These were
Michael Grenhan, Peter Dolan, Pétrick Grogan and Edward
Kemey. They were anxious that the barracks: should
be atiacked as it menaced a very important line of
communication which we used a good deal. This: line
ran from Buanyne to Kileloon, Kilmore, Summerhill,
Rathmoylan and Kildelkey and thence to Athboy, Delvin
and on to Westmeath and the 5th Battalion Meath
Brigade. It.w.e.s also used by G.H.Q. for contacting
Longford and further west: as an alternative route,
The barracks ﬁas; attached to another bullding
which was: ofﬁen freguented by members of the R.I.C.,
and the plan decided on was to seize eny of them
who were there and to force them at the point of the
gun to gain admittance for our men to phe barracks,
Failing this the barracks was to be attacked by shot
gun fire and a demand made for its surr&nﬁer. Tnis
operation was to be carried out by the four men
already mentioned,and augmented by others .from the
1st Dunﬁoynez Battalion who were %o supply transpori
‘for the removal of the arms and ammnition in the:

barracks,. This job failed %o materialise completely.

Ballivor Barracks was situated In the: centre of

the village and stood in the centre of a row of



'occupied houses. The information about the movements
of the police here was very definite. We also knew
the names: of certein men who foregathered there almost
every nigh?, and the plan decided on hergawaé.that

one of the Volunteers would approach the barracks door
and knock., When challenged he would give the nanme

of one oﬂ'the'local men, and when the: door was opened
‘1% wes to be rushed by the other Volunteers who would
be lying handy and so gain entrance. The: attacking
force was to be covered by the rest of the Column,
and all_roads out of the village were to be picketed
and telegraph wires cut. G.H.Q. were asked to send &
car with & reliable driver for the removal of erms

and equipment which was expected would be captured.

Bohermeen Barracks was & completely unattacﬁed
building and stood at the Junction of four roeds.
It was & strong stone bullding and its oceupants had
a range of view and fire extending about three hundred
yards in each direction. Opposite it there was a shop:
in which a general and licensed trade was carried on.
To the north, the junction of the Kells, Navan and
Ardbracen roads , there was a low ditch which would
provide cover for a small attacking party and which
was about twenty yards from the barracks. From this
position it would be possible to use shot gun gnd hand
grenade: fire against the gable end and part of the:
front of the building. The rear was exposed and could
not be approached without being observed by the police.
Here, too, there was a: possibility of exploliting the

element of surprise, as the police were in the habit of



spending mach of‘their time in the shop opposite
andl we pilanned to act similarly as in Summerhill by
holding up any of them we found there: and use them
as cover to get into the: barracks. This;operﬁtion
was to be carried out by the: 3rd Athboy Battalion,
and. G.H.Q. were éékedito supply & cer with driver,

four revolvers and some hand grenades.

Dillons Bridge, or Lismullen Barracks a&s it was
better known locally, stood in an exposed position Sov74
east of Navan on the Dublin road.aboﬁt four miles
from Navan. There was some cover in front and rear,
an@‘it'was p&anne&,té post shot guns and a couple of
rifiemen in these positions while two Volunteers
knocked at the door and tried to get in by some
subterfuge. Failing this a general atteck was to be
made and a call for surrender shouted. This was to

be carried out by the 6th Navan Battalion.

So far our plans and the: night fixed for the
four jobs was October 31st 1919 - Hallew Eve.
On the day before - October 30th - the following officers
travelled to Dublin to go into all the plans with
officers attached to G.H.Q. in Dublin - Seén Boylan,
Briggde 0/C, Seamus Finn, Brigede Adjutant, Comdt.
Mooney, 0/C 2nd Battalion, Gomdt. M. Fox, 0/C 3rd
Athboy Battalion and Comdt. k? Loughran, 0/C Navan
Battalion. Loughran proburéd g car im Navan,
travelled via Athboy where he picked up Finn and Foi,
thence to Trim where Mooney joined andi then direct
to Dublin. |
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After many hours' delay contact was maaéawith the
Ad jutent General, G. O*Sulliven, and Bamon Price, |
and later we:weré joinéd by Mick Collins and Dick McKee,.
as well as the Quartermaster General, 3. MeMahon, and
the Brigade 0/C Boylan., The discussion took place:
in premises in Parnell Square and. continued far into
the: night. Every detail for each job was gone into,
and the alternatives suggested by us were sanctioned
by G.H.Q. The:matter*oﬁ'afms and cars was also
considered and G.H.Q. agreed to supply our needs.
Ohly'tWO caré:were asked for and Q.M.G. Mcliahon
promised that they would be on hand, one for Ballivor
and one for Bohermeen. It was arranged that both
these: cars would be at the appointed places -.Irim
and Athboy - at § p.m. on: the following night.
The: 3rd Athboy Battalion: asked for four revolvers and
some grenades and they were handed over before we
left the conference. Arrangements:ﬁere gone into
for the contact between the caré and Trim and Athboy '?
on their arrival, and we were told that the. drivers
would be two men called Cotter. This news
gratified us as we had already heard of these men

and some of their exploits.

curfew was in force at this time for cars ét
twelve midnight and it was almo;%fzime:when our talks
finished, but further delay was ctaused by one of our
party leaving us and arranging to meet us 1n.a by-street
behind.the Four Courts. He delayed longer than was.
anticipated and we: had some Narrow escapes from

military foot patrols. At one time: It was necessary



1.,

for us to leave the car, arm ourselves with revolvers
and grenades;and take up'gositions in doorways.
Luckily the patrol passed by the top of the street
and. failed to see the.car. Incidentally, our driver,
Gus Joyce of Nevan, was not a Volunteer but he ‘
acguitted himself throughout with great: credit.

®When we reached Dunboyne Joyce demurred about. carrying
the grenades and revolvers to Athboy in case we met
any more patrols of police or military, and in deference
to his wishes we left them at Boylan's of ﬁunboyneg
arrargng with Boylan that he would,gét;in touch with-
Price: or McMahon and fix that the car for Athboy

would call for them next night.

It was 3 a.m. when we left Dunboyne:, and as
we: had to take: circuitous routes to oun‘différent
destinations it meant that‘Eoughran‘and the car 4did
not arriveain Navan untii.almost T a.me. Perhaps
T should state here that Ballivor was six miles from
Trim, Bohermeen six from Athboy and Dillon's Bridge
about four from Navan, hence: the necessiﬁy—for the
cars. In the case of the Athboy Battslion, it wes
intended that the car would pick up some shot guns
and ammnition near Athboy and bring them to ﬁh& men
who would be waiting near Bohermeen. For thils
purpose: two men were posted om the Dublin road
whose orders were to stop theecar, bring it to the place
where the arms: were and then to Bohermeen. & | |
pre-arranged. signal had been given to them which would
be recognised by the: driver. fhe hour fixed for all

the jobs wWas @ Dels
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The execution of our plans did not work as
smootth as we anticipated, and in one instance only
was & compléte success scored. This was in Ballivor
where the men from Trim Battalion, under Comit. Paddy
Mooney, succeeded in capturing the: barracks, but not
before being forced to shoot the policeman who was on
guard. ~ The following is an account of what happened.
Phe ear’ from G.H.(Q. was late arriving so Mooney and
the men from‘Tpim Company stirted.on bicycles,
dividing into small groﬁps of two and three to avold
attracting attention to their movements. They met
the Longwood men at the appointed place and Mooney
detéile&.each man's duty and pest to him, Before
they reached B&lxivor.the:car'which.had been contacted
by Pat O'Hegan arrived, Reaching Ballivor the: main
bpdw approached the barracks and divided into two
sections, some of them succeeding in getting to the

rear. . The others went to their posts at the road
'Junctions and ensured.that nobody would leave the
town while the attack was taking place. Mooney ,
accompanied by, I belleve, Pat Fay and Stephen Sherry,
went boldly to the door, knocked, and on being
challenged, answered, giving thé name of one of those
who were in the habit of calling. The door was
openedi slightly, and when the policeman realised
that it was not the man whose name was given

~ he pulled his revolver and tried to shut the door.
Mooney ordered him to drop his gun and open up, and
at the same time: called to the others of his party

to push the deoor in. There was & rush, then a shot
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andiﬁhespoliceman dropped. Ih;the meantime the:Volﬁnb&ﬂf
at the rear, led by Harry O'Hagen and Joe Lawlor,
attacked the: back door an&.éhe:barracks-w&s theirs.
Mooney®s first act was to attend to the policeman,

but he was dead. He had him removed to one: of the
rooms: 5efore proceeding to finish the job. The other
two policemen present were locked up and then all

the arms and ammunition and - other material of any

use were coilected and driven to the dump already
prepared. The outposts: which were stationed at the
road Jjunctions around the town had done their Job

well, and among the people detained was the other
policeman who was: returning from duty. He was
brought to the barracks and put with the others. &
search for the:éengeant was then mede, but although

it was, diligently carried out he succeeded in hiding
himself away so well no trace of him could be found.
This was a disappointment as it waé intended to give
him a lesson which would: ensure that his behaviour,
which was not so good in raids. on the homes of

Vodunteers im Trim and Athboy;, would improve..

The: following is a list of the men who took
part in this job: Comdt. Paddy Mooney in charge,
Paddy Fay, Harry O'Hagen, Joe Lawlor, Mick Giles,
John Mooney, P. Duignan, Paddy Lawlor, Joe Kelly,
Stephen Sherry of Trim Company, Pat Giles, Larry Glles
and two others;, M, Fagan and McEvoy from Longwood
Company.

Dillon*s Bridge: BHere the men from Navan area

23
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took up positions at the appointed places and times,
An effort was: made to get the door open by subterfuge,
but luck was not on the side of the lads as the full
force of police was inside and the barracks was
bolted, barred and shuttered. The enemy became
suspicious, an&.after.refusing to open up maintained
complete slilence. P;fper demanding the surrender -
the officer in charge, Comdt. Pat Loughran, gave the
order to open fire, This: was responded to immediately
from inside the barracks by the police and a lively"
engagement followed. As ammunition was limited
among eur lads Comdt. Loughran again called for the
surrender, but the: only reply was another volley

from the: defenders., The attack was kept up until
the: Volunteers ran out of ammunition, when they had
to abandon the attempt and withdraw. Sergeant
Matthews who was in charge of the barrecks, was
severely wounded and lost an eye as a result of his

wounds..

Bohermeen was a failure due to a seriles of
disappointments that could not have been foreseen.
The men selected. for the job assembled at the point
arranged. Their names were Comdt. M. Fox, Capt.
Jas, Kiernan, Volunteers Jas., Bray from Delvin,
Capt. W. Doyle, Lieut. Jas. Doyle, Volunteers Jas.
Wardi, L. Sherlock, Pat Murray, Peter Reilly, Thos.
Martin, Athboy Battalion, Quartermaster P. Carey
&nd%BrigadE:Adjutant Seamus Finn. Capt. J. Martin
and: B. MecConnell were stationed at a point on the
Dublin road te make: contact with the car. At 8.30

there was no s:ign of the car, so I sent Martin by
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bicycle to Trim to see if the: car had come or if any
contact had been made: with either car. He returned
with word that the: Trim car had arrived just &s he
began his return journey but there was no information
‘about ours. There was nothing left to do but wait,
which we did rather fmpatiently. It was intended

by us to pidck up some guns and bring them along by
this: car, as it was impossible to move: the men from
Athboyy to Bohermeen if they were to cycle there with
guns: exposed and have any hope: of effecting our

objective by surprise,.

I rejoined the men at Bohermeen anﬂlemglained
the: situation to them and sent Comdt. Fox and James Kiemer
@ Delvin, to scout the: publichouse and rdunﬁ\the
parracks, snd on their return they reported that there
was no police activity or any sign of them in the pub.
We continued to wait, ocecasionally sending up a scout
to keep in touch with any police movement that might
take place, but when 1@.30 p.m. came and the car or
arms had not made their appearance we were forced
to abandon the projeet. During the two hours wait
there were: many suggestions hade:by the: men, but none
seemed feasible. Some: of the bigger and stronger
ones offered to approach the barrack door, and. if they
succeeded In getting it open to jJjump on and seize
the: policeman and force a way in. As 1t seemed a
. very far fetched plan, with 1ittle hope of success
and a possibility of fatality emong them, Fox and T
did not see that we could permit the attempt.

We' returned very disappointed mén but determined
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. to make another attempt wifhout relying on assistance
from any outsidde source. The hardest blow fell

later when at about 1 a.,m. I was aroused by a messenger
from my home, Who told me that a. strange man had
called: at about 12 o'clock wishing to see me. I was
then sleeping away f;om home so I hurried there as
quickly as:i possible., Arriving there I found a young
man endeavouring to answer the many questions being
fired at him by my father;with&ut giving aby
information about himself. in 8 few moments I
explained to my people that I was expecting him,

and when they had gone to bed I questioned him, He
had liittle to say. He received orders from Bamon
Price to come to Athboy, get in touch with me and place
himself and his car at my service, He did not get

any word to call for arms: to Buﬁboyne and, as far as
he knew, Price hadéno knowle@ge of’ any such arrangement.
He explained his late: arrival by-telling me that his
car broke down beyond Trim and he had difficulty in
getting to Athboy at all,

It was now after one in the morning.én November
lst and: T had received a despatch from Mooney that
theyjha&_taken Ballivor Barrecks, shooting one
podiceman in the process. I talked it over with
Cotter who was the: driver, and as there was no
possibility of making any attempt at that hour on
Bohermeen Barracks I advised him to get back to town =~
Dublin - as quickly as possible. As 1 could not put
hi%fﬁ;ing'to my_having to sleep away from home, he took
my advice and departed.
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Ebliowdﬁg these operations we hadl, what we:

now began to look on as routine, raids: and questionings
by the police an&.militéry. ' The better known officers
and Volunteers: were ﬁigorouély*sought-after but were
lucky to escape capture. The: Brigade @fficers
andt most Battalion Officers hadl to take precautions

to avoid arrest and were more or less an the run

from then on. Our organisation remained intact
although here and there we hﬁd marmirings samong some
of the rank and file. ' The people too, 4id not take
kindly to e extreme measures, and it became
increasingly difficult to get around on Volunteer

work.

The: Brigade: Council asked the: 3rd Battallon
to meke another attempt on Bohermeen and it was
arranged that this would be done early in November,
but before the time fixed arrived the barracks
was evacuated and the police drafted to Navan and

- Kells, Ballivor and Summerhill wefe also closed
about this time., Dillon"s Bridge: was evacuated &
few days after the attack. The 3rd Battalion men
did the only thing left them to do and proceeded to
destroy Bohermeen by burning. This led to further
evacuation by the enemy of small stations and G.H.Q.
issued a general order that all evacuated barracks
be burned. Thid waé early in 1920 and meant that
the poiice were brought intc the larger towné to

strengthen the garrisons in them and left us more

_Jtreedom—to ITY. Q¥ pur training and field work.
‘ BUREAU GT © ' %A”{N
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Date; e 1% 1953
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Witness: Nov. 7th 1853.

(Matthew Barr Comd't.




