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Statement by Se&n Brunswick (deceasedr 7

late WY Company lst Battalion Dublin Brigade.

1911-18:.

I joined '"G" Company Battalion 1 in March 1917. I
. attended all Company parades‘indoor'and outdoor and took part
in Thomes Ashe®s funeral. I was ordered to go to South

Armagh to. work in election. there.
1918-13:

I was appointed Squad Leader' by Capt. McGuirk. I
attended all parades of Company and N.C.O.s?® clasé. I toock
part in funeral of Dick Coleman, also. funerals of Mrs. MeDonough
and Pierce lMcCann. I took part in raid on College of
‘SurgeonStto capture arms belonging to 0.T.C. who, we were tcld,
used to train there. I was among the. armed guard on Mansion
House and helped in the:return oﬁ.Sean.McGarry froﬁ prison.

For: the rescue: of R.C. Eérton from Mount joy prison I was
detailed by Capt. Clancy és‘first to take up position in
charge of P. Gilsenan and T. Dunne and await the throwing of a
stone from over the wall, then to take one side of fﬁ&g

into which Barton was to drop. This job was successful.

Iialso participated in rescue of 21 prisoners on 29th March 1919,
which was effected by the use of a rope ladder outéide.pegged

to the ground. I was on outpost duty on locks at. lockkeeper's

house, This job was also successful.

1919-20::

I Wasaapgdinted Section Commander of Ho. 3 Section.




I attended all Company parades indoor and outdoor, also
Section Commanders® classes at;bh,Parnéll Square and
Colmeille Hall, Blackhall St. I took part in the following
. active operations: - attemﬁted raid on ammunition and troop
train at Ashtown station, detailed off by Capt. Clancy

to go with Frank Bolster and hold'upvthe-signal'man, who told
‘ us while W@:Were-there-fhat:the train we were expecting at

& o'clock had arrived an hour earlier than expectéd.’ This
job failed. I received a mobilisation order to meet Capt.
Clancy in his shop, the:Republican @ﬁtfitters, Talbot St.,

onn Sunday mﬁrning, who: instructed me:to mobhilise about 25 or 30
men, including Company Officers, N.C.O.s and men, to parade’
at L5 Parnell Square that evening. Capt. Clancy told me

we were going to smash up the Irish Independent machinery
unlessrthey_compIIEd with certain{instructions. I was
ordered to holdl up the sub-editorfs office and remain there
after Capt. Clancy had been refused his demends. I was in
the office about 40 minutes.  This was successful. I later

entered a special Squad.

ArmedAggtrol duty Novemberllglgz

We were ordered to watch any people taking films of
Lord French taking the salute at Collége.Greenr If any were
seen Wefwere to capture and destroy them as they were to be
ﬁsed.for propaganda. purposes in England and America, .Some
were seized and destroyed. Léter»I was ordered to rebort to
‘Capt., Clancy, who deteziled me to meet him that night armed.r
I met him that: night, Saturday, and with other members of the
Battalion.wé:patfolledftheystreets looking: for a favourable
epportunity té arise to open fire on the D.M.P. and R.I.C.
Who were patrolling the streets in large numbers and all

carrying arms. The: opportunity didn%t arise that night.



The.following Monday night I was to ﬁeet him again armed,

and with him and other members of the Company we'patrblled the
streets - O"Connell St., Westmoreland St. and Grafton St.

We were trying to'get the police to a particular spot,

namely the: lane leadinghfrém Aston Quay beside McBirney'"s into
Fleet 8t., to open.f;re_on.them. _ We didn't succeed in this
ruse, but when going up Fleet St. we ran into an officer and
two soldiers from the telephone exchange armed, When Capt.
Clancy or&ered us to disarm them; which we did, we got 2 .
short Lee Enfield rifles and a .45 Webley revolver. Capt.
Clancy told me to take them away. I brought them to m& house.
They Were-cqnceale& beneath the overcoats of J. Dodd and |
M. Downes (who.was killed in.the Free State Army). The:

" rifies were left with me foria period until Capt. Clancy mede

arrangements to collect them.

Attempted raid on Amiens St. Post Office:

For fOuriSaturday nights previous to the raid
Capt. Clancy and I met and tried to fipd out which was the
best time to go on the raid, and judging by”ﬁhat'we saw. it
wasy decided that 4 ofclock in the morning was the: best.
The folidwing Satur&éy we met at the. Banba Hall.whers a c&ili
was in progress, and went from there to Kili&rnéy St. and down
to an srchway facing the-Poét Office. Two men were detailed
to hold;up thgabffice; I was to enter after them.and hold
up the sentry who.Was behind thé dobr'leading from the office,
and Capt. Clancy was to Iead.the.remaiﬁder-of the .men into the
guard room. That;wa§ the: arrangement, but when crossing the
road towards the office the lights went on in the guard room.
Capt. Clancy then told us to go back o the archway, frdmlwhere
we: were ordered back to the Banba Hall. This job. failed.

I was now appointed Senior Sergeant.




Rgid on Army and Navy steres, Bow lLane:

Motor cars and accessories were captured.during this
raid. T was placed in charge of outpost;qt.cornerfof
lercers St. and York St. to keep in touch with Capt. P. Daly,
later Major General Free.State:Armx, who was in charge bf

“another- outpost. at Mercers Hospital, This job was successful.

Baid on King'%s Inns:

This was a raid for arms.  The eﬁtire‘ﬁmount was
captured. I was told off by Capt. Clancy with other men °
to act as outposts at Bolton St. and Henrietta St. corner,
and if" any milltary arrived we were to open fire on them and
throw the grensdes which we carried. This. job was vcry

successful.

Attempted‘rescueaof R.C. Barton:

I was ordered to report to ué Parnell Square at
10 ot%clock in the: mornlng, from where I was ordered with Mlck
Kelly of A, Cbmpany Battalion 1 to go to Har&wicke Lane
and. collect a. handcart and bring it to Nelson St. where a
ladder was to be tied on to 1t. I was then ordered.to.taka
my place‘atzthe cornef of Nelson Stf and Berkeley St.,
and when the lorry arrived and the signal was given
the handecart would be placed acrdss the road eand I was to
Jump on the running board and hold up the: driver. The driver
said we: had the wrong lorry as all they/ggﬁé wilitary prlsoners.

One of our men was accidentally wounded in the leg. After a

time. we: were: ordered home. The job was a fallure.

"Bombing of troop and ammunition train at, Newcomen. Bridge:

I received a mobilisation order from Capt. Clancy to



meet him at his shop at 6.30 where he told me to go to QOriel
Hall, QOriesl St., where-we.woul& get. further instructions.

:he 1a£e:Briga§e:O/C,Dick-McKee, picked out men for bombing
squads. T was picked as one, after which we left. for our
destination, and after several. trzins had been held up and: no
sign of the'ohere were after the men in charge of oﬁr squad,
whose: name ﬂiwas.told was Brennan, told us we could get ready
to go home. Just. then & train steamed in and waS:Sﬁopged
and happened to be: the right one, but the two lorries we had
on the bridge to take the stuff away had been sent off a

few minutes previously. After three grenades had been

thrown at the train we were orderesd home.

Raid for arms on house 15 North Circuler Road, from which &

number of assorted rifles and swords etc. were taken. I was

acting as outpost with other members of Company.

Assisting rescue of Dan Breen from lMater Hospital:

Following on an attempt to caﬁture an armoured car
at'Pﬁibsborough in which one man was killed and another
mounded” I saw the. Tans raldlng the: hospital and went to
Comdt. Clancy"s Bhop and reported it to him. He insgtructed
me po keep in touch with him in his shop and the hospital
every 15 minutes. I placed the late B. Hyan (who was later
exeputed) af;the hospital to report to ‘me how things were
goihg on. At about 3.30 Comdt. McKee told me if I met any
Volunteers, men.whom I could trust, I was.to téll them to
get*their guns and report to me at the Mater Hospital,
which they did. About this time I noticed an indiV1dual

henging around outside the: Republican Qutfitters and reported



him fo Comdts. McKee and Clancy, who asked me to describe him
which T did. At this time I was told not to stay ‘any
longer than 10 minutes away. | When I turned into North

Earl St. I saw a lorry of soldiers and an armoured car

in front of me and tried to get to the shop in front of them
but failed. Just as the soldiers Were-getfing out of

the lorry Dick McKee walked out of the shop, while Sefn
Treacy ran from it and was pounced on by the individual ﬁhom
I had reported to Comdts. McKee and Clancy, and‘whanl

later heard was named Christian, and another men named
Price or White. Sefin Treacy pulled his gun and shot

Christian in the stomach. Just then the armoured car

opened fire and the soldiers in the:lorfy : -

I was in the: line of fire unarmed and took cover.

When the. firing had ceased I came out 'and -saw three men
lyiﬁg on the footpath - Christian, Price, and huddled up
in the corner was Sefn Treacy. I went over %o him and
blood was frickling down his face. I.searéhed his
pockets. His gun was gone buf anything I found in his
pbckéts I transferred to my own,ammunition, pens,
dispatches and a field message book, for which iiwas
thanked by Comdts. McKee and Clancy. I then went to the
Méter Hospital and after stopping there for some time

I was told to send the men away. Lgter that night they

smashed up the Republican Outfitters.

Appointed Company Police Officer:

I had the supplying of men to police cinemas and
patrolling of Company area. I tock part. in the tracing

and capture of robbers known a2s the Sons of Dawn,

First sitting D4il Eireann:

I Was-told-by my Company 0/C to be at the liansion



House at 9.55 to act aé one of the guard of honour for the
American v151tors who were the guests of honour. After
the sitting was: over We were ordered to the Hational
University, Earlsfort Terrace, and again z2cted as guard

of honour. = When the ceremony was. over- there We Wwere

told to go home and clean up and report back to the
Mansioh House Whefeza banquet. was to be held‘in honour

of the American visitors. When I'arrived back the
llansion House was in the hands of the military. We

were ordered to hang round until they left and get to the
Eoor as: soon as: possible after,'whlch we did, where we had

to form a.cordon in front %o allow the guests through.

After that. we: were brought inside.

Following on this Det; Officer-MbNamara‘intimated
that the job he was at was taking photographs at. 6 Harcourt
St. and at .the boats and stations of people who were
Republican, and it was arranged to disarm him of the caméra
which he carried. First he was to be at Dunlaoghaire
where he didn*t turn up. The next time I wés ordered to
take: part in this was at Stephents Green where again he
didnftt turn up. I don*t think that. this camera was ever

got even though he became: friendly after.

During theéeractivities I was doing special
work for Comdts. HeKee and Clancy cpllecting and shifting
ammunition ete. One job was to collect parcels at Tom
Traynor®s (who was later executed) shop and bring them
to the' Kingsbridge or Boradstone ‘and place them in a
" earriage with a young lédy who ha& been pointed out to me

AN



beforehand. . This I did on several occasions. ¥ had to
report every‘evening at 6 o*clock and Saturday at
3 o*clock to Peadar Clancy to see if he had anything to be

done.

I was eordered by P. Clancy to search room at 71 Eccles
St. Where a man named Quinlisk was living and who was

later- shot in Cork as a secret service agent. We found

2 egg grenades and some assorted ammunition.

I was on duty with Section at Croke Park on Bloody
Sunday selling tickets for match which was being run
for funds: for the Dublin Brigade.

I was arreéted on Stﬁ December: 1920 and lodged in the
Royal Barracks, from where I was traﬁsferreﬁfto Ballykinlar
and interned there until 16th December 1921, After my
release I reported back my Company &nd ook up renk as
2nd Lieutenant. T remained with the Company until asked
to go into the National Army by my Company 0/C - Capt. Oman -
who: gave me: to undersﬁand that I was going in for a
_ purpose.. frdﬁ Beggars Bush I was picked aS'oné of a
speciél éuar&,on members of Free State Government at the:
City Hall, ﬁith the rank of Q.M; During the time I was
there-Iusfill_attended my: Company para&es.. i femained
there until called out by the Brigade 0/C, Oscar Traynér,
-&nd was then told to report to 6 Gardiner®s Row, from
‘where as, one of the guard on GJH.Q. I.R;A; we went to
Ly Parnell Square:andrthep to the Four Courts where a
Guards Company was formed. I was given charge of a

section.
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Iﬁtoﬁk part in a raid on Curragh Camp where many
rifles, revolvers and cars;we}e:takeg away. I was
ordered by Capt. McDonald from ia jor  General OﬁConnor;
to go with Bob DeCourcy to Limerick, ﬁhbvwou;d give me as
much detonatois as he could get and I would bring them
- back as soonrasapossible. He:collectedfi,obo.detonators

which I delivered back to the: Four Courts safely.

I participated in the: defence of théiFour Courts
on 28th June 1922, " 1 was wounded' in the head and was
some time in liater Hospital and later under Drs. Barry
and Fluery. . I then had to go into the.Eyé:and Ear-Hospita;
and have my left eye rembved, from where-ifagaindwent in
charge of Dr. Barry. By the time.Iiwas leﬁ‘go‘round
again my whole Company was smashed up. Praetiqally all
had been.éfrested and I was at a loose end. I met C, Price
in Dr. Barry"s and he was to fix me up with his crowd,
Wnile going to meet him one day‘I‘WaS'Jﬁst h?ld ﬁp by
Det. Officer Baxter, but I got there first and disarmed him.
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