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I have lived in this distriet since I was very young.

‘This_pa;t of the count%y glways had‘a very sﬁrong organisation
known as the Ancient Order of Hibernians, and also a strong
Unionist or Orange element. There was an Orange Lodge in
Bohey, not far from he%e.

| . - o
When the National|Volunteers were started here prior to the

first world war I becahe a member of that organisation and got
‘some experience in tra%ning which was useful to me afterwards.
The rebellion of 1916 ?d&ﬂ‘the end of the National Volunteers
here and after that th%re was nothing doing for a long time.
‘Towards the end of 1917 a few of us got together and started
to organise a company bf the Irish Volunteers locally.
‘We did this all on our;pwn and without outside assistance from
,anyone. We got togethér about fifteen members and we met and.:-
drilled in secret. By popular vote I was appointed company
+ captain; Ned Mulrooney was appointed 1lst Lieut. and Paddy
.Coleman 2nd Lieutenant., The members were sons of farmers
and labourers and we %araded a few times per week. I had a
smattering of training experience from the National ?olunteer
. time angd, with this aﬂd b&'studying British Army Manuals
which I procured, I u%dertook the training of the company.
We had no arms'wﬁatsoever, but we made wooden imitation
'rifles with which we carrled out our foot and arms drills.
Towards the end of 19%8 companies were started in Dromahair,
‘Newtown Mahor, Klllarga and Klllavoggy. A meeting was held
~in the Hall in Newtown Manor and a battalion was organised of
- the units mentioned. :Charlle Timoney was appointed 0/C. of

- the battalion and I wds appointed second in command.



!
| 2,
|

In the early paré of 1918 the conscription crisis was
developed and the volunteers were preparlng to meet this
threat. There was a éon91derab1e inerease in our strength
as a result of this, but most of this faded out again when the

.. |
¢risis was over., The

Volunteers were instrumental in having
the anti-conscription!pledge signed by the people, and a

" record was made of ali atailable‘food‘sﬁpplies iﬁ the area.

" A branch of Cumann naimBan was organised and they set about

o
making first aid equibment such as bandages, etc.

In the latter part of 1918 the General Election took
place and an amount o? work in sonnection with this was
performed by the leuﬁteers,,such as'canvassing, arrenging
transport, protectingispeakers, guarding ballot boxes and
polling booths, etc. fThe A.0.H., as I said, were very
strong in this area and the'Voiunteers had a severe job
to keep them in check or they would have ovefwﬁelmed the

voting. |

.Eaily in 1919 t&e DEil met and from then on we became
the army of the Repuﬂlic (I.R.4.), but the designation of '
Volunteer remained tJ the end. We now took an ocath of
allegiance to the Reéublic which was subscribed to by
all members. Compa#ies were now formed in Ballingar and
. Greaghnafarne. The éolunteers were now called on to perform
a lot of police duties'as the people - or a great deal of
them - no longer recegnlsed the R.I.C. as a police force.
Sinn Feln Clubs were - organlsed throughout the area and
in some cases these clubs took over land compulsorily
for tillage purposes; The Volunteers had, of course, to de
this work and regulate the matter, and arrests in 'connection
with this were made both by the Volunteers and the ﬁ.I.C.

In many cases this worked out very well and the owners
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were paid for the use of the lands so acquired; In some case
the people who were éeing given the lands got cold feet
when the R.I.C. intervened and did not go ahead with the

project.

The Battalion O/C., Timoney, was arrested some time
around the end of 1919 and I then took over charge of the
battalion.s He did S%K months in Belfést Jaile. During
this time a brigade was organised in the Co. Sligo and we
now became the 8th Béttalion, Sligo Brigade. William
Pilkington - now.Fat%er Pilkington, C.S.S.R. - vas the.
Brigade 0/C. When I took over the battalion it consisted
of the following uni#s = Ballintogher Company ¢ Captain
| Michael Mulligan. Dfomahair : Captain Charles Camning.
Newtown Manor : Captéin Charles Timoney, who on his releése
from jail took over Lhe company again. Ballingar : Captain
Thomas O'Connor. Kiilavoggy : Captain Pafrick Hannon.
Greaghnafarne : Captain Patrick O'Rourke.

Another company was organised in Glenn in 1920 and
the captain here was!John Owens. The paper strength of the
companies were, apprékimately, Ballintogher 503

Dromahair 303 Newtowﬁ Manor over 80; Ballingar 40;
Greaghnafarne 8%, ané Killavoggy about &%, Glemn about 30..
The effective streng?h would of course be less than this.

i
Regular brigade!meetings were held which the brigade
staff and all battal;on commandants or their representatives
!
attended. "Ginger" O'Comnell, afterwards Colonel O'Connell

of the army and who ﬁas a'S8ligo man, held classes and

lectures in the Sinanéin Hall in Sligo. O0'Connell had

served in the American army. A1l brigade and staff officers
|

and battalion comman@ants and company comménders attended

these classes and 1e?tures.
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In June 1920 an attack was mgde-gn Fivemilebourne Barracks
(R.I.C.)." This was a brigade operation and the rifles were
supplied by the Hrigadé. Captaianimoney and Lieut. Frank
McGoldrick of Newtownménor Company took part in this attack.
Some of the Dromahair %ompany also took part and wére engaged
in blocking roads, ete! The barracks was not taken.

-Thg police evacuated t$e barracks after this and it was then

destroyed. . |
[

In 1920 also a plén was made to capture Ballintogher
. |
R.I.C. Barracks. Thomas D&ignan, who was 0/C. of the 5th
Battalion, was to be dressed a sergeant of the British army

and Bofin was to be dréssed as a British army officer.
- :

) _ |
barracks and then to k?ep the door open while we, who had

‘They were to arrive in a_motor car and to get access to the
in the meanfime: conce%led ourselves arcund the barracks,
were to rush it. When' we got to Ballintogher the police
‘were on lorries on the&r way to Sligo having evgpuated the
Iplace.- So we just mis%ed capturing them. We did not destroy
this place as the landﬂord OT owner proceeded to live in it
Ihimself;: The only oﬁher ﬁolice barracks on the area was
'Dromahair. This barraicks was not evacuated and contained
a strong garrison of ﬂwentyfive to thirty men and was
strongly fortified. #e made é'reconnaissance of this post
with a view to capturiﬂg it, but decided it was beyond our
capabilities, conside%ing the material we had at our disposal
and it was increasingiy hard to get into any of these places
now by a ruses. '_;
Abouf October 19é0, I was one of a numbér selected to
~take part in anrattacw on a convoy at Sligo railway station.
- Captain O'Rourke of Greaghnafarne Company accompanied'ﬁe.
e assembled in the Sinn Fein Hall in Sligo. Joe McDevitt

|
was in charge of this|operation and there was supposed to

~be a party of fourteen or fifteen available, with a motor
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car to take the captured arms away. On a roll call being

held it transpired that only ten had mobilised and there was

no motor car. We nov r;ceived orders that we were to grab al;
the arms we -could and t#en take to our heels and make a
get-away. The attack w%s to be made on a British army horse
wagon which was wont toiproceed from the jail to the railway
station.twice weekly tolcqllect foodstuffs. The wagon was
glways escorted.by a paFty of military on foot. We were
armed with revolvers o%‘different calibre and a very small
supply of ammunition. Fe were to attack them as they entered
the railway station. We.waited in the hall until the wagon
and escort passed by OA its way so that we would know the
dispositions. } _ |

While we were sti#l in the hall the wagon with an

,

escort of fourteen men under an officer passed towards the
étation. We left the hall and proceeded to the station and
took up positions ther%._‘We proceeded by a shorter route than
the escort so that we %ould get into position before they
arrived. A chap from éligo and I took up position inside
;the station gate‘whmle‘the remainder of our party positioned
‘themseives outside. T? our amaéement, the wagon and escort
never arrived at the s?atioﬁ, but instead a motor car with
two police, apparently:unarmed, arrived and proceeded to
fcollect the foodstuffs. We let the police enter the station
‘'and leave again without interfering with them. It would
not have availed us an&fhing to do so. I do not know wiat
habpened that the éscoft did not turn up. I believe they were
stopped and warned whiﬁe en route. This of course 1s only '
surmise on my part. WP now dispersed and made for home

with our confidence a Fit éhapen.

A general raid foi arms was carried out in 1920. All
houses that had weapons of any kind or were suspected of

having any were raided|by our men and such weapons were
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collected. While most of those weapons were given up

voluntarily by the owners, resistance was met with in a few
cases, and in the Killa?oggy area we were fired-on but,
fortunately, no one wasihit. The arms that could be
collected in this area were very limited ang, all told,

only a few shotguns: werf procured and a small supply of

Cartridges.

During all this time the Sinn Féin Courto were functioning
very suooessfully and were being widely used by the people.
These Courts were organised by theoSinn Féin organisation,
but most of the Volunteers were also members of this
“organisation and a great part of the work in connection with
fhem was performed by tpe Volunteers. The Volunteers were
responsible for the safoty of the Courts while they were
sitting, and also %o seé that the findings, decrees and
éentenoes imposed by the Courts were put into effect. The
Volunteers were required to act as swmons servers, make
arrests an& detentions.i This placed a great burden of work
on the Volunteers who hhd little time to spare for such

act1v1t1es, but they got through it cheerfully and efficiently.

The Belfast-Boycott, as it was known, was also a source

of much work for the Volunteers. A lot of Belfast goods came

_ into this part of the cFuntry through Enniskillen and
gltogether we carried oPt ten or twelve raids on the railway
an@\removed all boycotted goods. We also raided shops that
ﬁere selling Belfast goods. The goods collected were usually
destroyed but in some cases they were sold and the monies

- put into our funds. We‘of course made good use of cigarettes

when we found thom. i

About Februvary 192;, an ambush was planned for the Five
Cross Roads. A patrol of R.I.C., ten to fifteen strong, mounted
on’cycles, were wont to|go to Drumkeeran on fair days.

Drumkeeran R.I.C. barracks had been evacuated. The police
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had two roads to get tﬁere and they usually went one road

and returned by the otﬁer. If we took position on one of the
xoads we night get the4 iﬁ the morning goéing to Drumkeeran
and if not it was a caée'of vaiting until they came along in
the evening. We got s%x rifles from Brigade headquarters

and three men from Sligo and ten or fifteen rounds per rifle.
About ten or twelve @f‘thls battalion armed with shotguns

and cartridges loaded with buckshot were also mobilised for
the affair. Commandant Deignan from the 5th Battalion and ten
tr twelve men also‘arméd with shotguns and some small calibre
jrifles came over to assist us. We got to the selected
position about 2 a.m. %n the morning under cover of darkness.
We took position on th% side of the road - the shotgun men

I
behind the fence with the rifle men about thirty yards back

from the road behind aﬁother fence.

. Nothing happened 1n the morning and as the day wore on
we learned that the pollce had gone into Drumkeeran by the
other road, so it was a case of waiting until evening for
them. IDay wore into e+ening and evening towards night
but no patrol turned uﬁ. The patrol had returned by the road
it had gone in the morning leaving us high and dry. This
was most unusual and the patrollhad never done this before.

. It looked suspicious and s eemed to indicate thét they had
been tipped off by som%one not to return by this route.
However, we do not know and probably never will. It may

have been just luck on|their part. So once again we had to

disperse, disappointed'with our attempt. We reckoned we
would have captured the lot had they come and as thlS patrol

always carried rifles and revolvers we would have got a

'‘decent haul.

In March 1921 an attempt was made to capture Collooney

Barracks. This was 31tuated in the 7th Battalion area but

was a brigade operatlon. We were requested to provide a party
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of four or five good re%iable men for this operation.
The Vice Commandant, the: Adjutant, Patrick Coleman - an ex-R.I.C.
man who had joined the I.R.A. - Charlie Mulligan and John
James:Kelly and mwself,!as far as I remember, formed this
party. We carried revqlverg.and ammunition. We assembled at
Cloonamahon §anatorium,iwhiéh was a central spot for
mobilisation. The attack was to be carried out by the South
Sligo column which.was ?omposed of men who were on the run.
The plan comprised the élowing in of the front door and
éurrounds with a home-made mine. Harry Brehony was.to carry
the mine and put it against the door. The barracks was a
strongly fortified one,!with shuttered windows which were
loopholed for firing fer and surr_ounded by a barbed'wire
entanglement. There uﬁs.a high wall surrounding the barragks
on thréde sides with a lower one in front. A narrow passage
led through the barbed %ire to the front door, just sufficient
. to take one man abreast;or men in single file. It was
believed that the garrison‘numbered somewhere between twenty
five and thirty men, ha@f of which were up and on duty at the
one time. The BrigadieF - Pilkington - was in charge of the
gttack, and he asked for Volunteers to form a rushing or
étd:ming party. This party was to rush the barracks as soon
as the explosion took élace and before the garrison would
have time to recover ffom the shock caused by the explosion.
Commandant Deignan ande and eight others, as far as I
;emember, volunteered éor this party of which Pilkington took
personal charge. We wﬁre armed with revolvers. VWe were
numbered off 1, 2, 3, %, 5 etc. and were to enter the passage
through’'the wire in thgt order. I was number six. A party
pf riflemen were posteé in the Fair Green to cover us off.
Their duty was.to coveﬁ our retreat from the barracks or, in
case foring started from the barracks, they were to 6pen
fire on it. The remaiéder of the Volunteers who mobilised

|

|
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were detailed into parties to cover the roads leading to

i'the town and prevent r%inforcements from getting in.

We took up a posiiion in the order mentioned under
cover of the high wallfand juét around the corner from the
:entr;nce to the barrack. Brehony carried the mine in a sack on
‘his back and in his st%cking feet. He made his way through
‘the barbed wire via thé-passage mentioned and placed it
;against the_doér and took the cable leads back to our
‘position and attached %hem to'?he'exploder."When the
.mine was fired there was a terrific_explosion and stones
and glass were thrown into the air. The door was‘blown in
and I understand the back door was blown out. We had to
walt a few seconds until the debris had fallen and the dust
and smoke partly cleared off. Pilkington then gave the order
for us to advance and he followed him in éingle file; 1 was
sixth in the line andgjust got inside the outer entrance
'gate when I was brought to a halt against the back of the
|

Someone said: "Get back" and back

‘we went for some distance. Pilkington now shouted "Come on"

‘man ih front of him.

and we moved forward again, but again we got jammed in the
':same waye. Again SOmeQne said: "Get back!" and back we moved
'again. Pilkington noé shouted again: "Come on' and we moved
'forwérd againe. Now a{shot was fired by someoné inside the
barracks add‘on_this ﬁur covering party in the Féir Green
-opened up on the barracks and glass began to fly from the

- barrack windoﬁs. Flrfng from the barracks now started and
we had to get awvay aslfast as we could as we were now in
danger from our own men as well as from the garrison fire.
‘We pulled back to the’crossroads on this, the eastern side
of thé towq vhere theﬁe were some trees behind which we took
cover. Here everyone;started to ask everyone eise what the
so and so Fappened. Rilkingtoﬁ, after saying aifew angry

_words to us, made offlin the direction of Sligo. The firing

¥
1
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from the_parrack was néw intense and some bullets ripped
through the trees 6ve;iour heads and it was time for us to
get out of there also.| Deignan and I and a man named
Coleman made our way back to Riﬁerstéwn, where we put up at
the house of a friend.i So ended the attack on Collooney
and it deserved a bettér fates I néver-found out the reason
for the jamming in the|passage through the barbed wire
and I don't think it was obstructed by the explosion as
Pilkington, who was'legding,'gave no indication that it was.
In fact, I believe that Pilkington actually entered the
barracks and that it was he who fired the shot that started
our men firing. I do hot know if any of the R.I.C. were
killed or wounded. - I ?onft think there was. All our men
.succeeded in getting a#ay safely and our only losses were
some valuable ammunition. The barracks was repaired and
'continued to be garris%ned up to the end of the:fight and
was never attacked again. I have a distinet recollection,
even to this day, that| immediately after the explosion I
heard a whistle blown inside the barracks and, if that‘is_
.80, 1t showed a remarkLble recovery from the shock of the
explosion by at least one member of the garrison and, as

events proved, they were on their toes very quickly.

r This ‘finished big| operations as far as this battalioh

was concerned, but small operations of a nuisance value

continued right up to ghe Truce, such as road blocking and’
trenching and cutting &elephone communications, raiding the
mails, etc. ?he area %egan to get very hot now and raids

on houses by enemy forces were quite a'reguiar_feature and
-several members of th4 battalion were arrested. They raided
our house for me one nﬁght but I was not at home. They
‘arrested my brother and, having stripped him naked, brought

him to Dromahair. I was on the run from that on. Coming
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bn to July I procegdedfto‘Duhlin to see if I could buy some
arms. We had co}lected an amount of money by taking up the
Dog Licences in the area and we also bad raided the Court
Clerk's office. I did;not succeed in getting any arms in
Dublin. I knew some p%ople in the city and through them

I was put in touch w;t? the Qpartermaster General, but all
to no avail. . I had noF_told the Brigade 0/C. or got his
permission to go to Dublin and when he went to Dublin

[
subsequently he was informed of my presence there. A very

poor view was taken th%re of my action and he was ordered to
deal with me in a severe and proper manner. Pilkington
undertook to have me éourtmartialled. I was never brought

- before a court; Pilkiégton would not do that to me. I was

back in the battalion:area when the Truce came into operation.
I

| The Truce was a ﬁleSsing in that we could move freely

. once again and could'éet proper food and rest and it gavé us
" a chance to tighten u? on the organisation. There was no

- doubt that we could héve carried on the fight as we were
well "blooded" now an? our morale was high. We had gained
an enormous amount ofl experience and had learned how the
enemy operated apd hoL to outwit them, but the whole bogey

- was arms and ammunitign, éxplosives and so forth. It was
very hard now to make!any captures from the enemy and we
were depending on héadquarters to supply us, but theré did
not seem much hope oﬁ their doing so. The only material
that ve made locally was buckshot for loading into cartridges
and this was not a gﬁeat success either. We did succeed in
getting some explosi%es from the mines in Arigna, but this
‘went to Brigade‘H.Q.;who toock charge of it. None of us
thought that the Truée would last fbr long.

I
‘We had a battal%on intelligence section organised

within the battalionj but this was only of local value.
i .

We had no contact in$ide any enemy post. There were no
I

|
t
'
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: l
spies or informers shoﬁ in the area. We had suspicions
about certain individu%ls in the area acting as spies

for the enemy, but we Were not able to trace it down to

then. .
Signed: M ;%W
Date: /qu
|
i (Herold McBrien)
Witness: 30th September 1953,

(Matthew Barr§
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