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STATEMENT .OF WILLIAM JOHN KELLY (JUNIOR),

7, Donaghmore Road, Dungarmon,County Tyrone.

¥y father, William John Kelly (Senior), in his young days had
been an associate and close friend of Tom Clarke, the 1916 leader,
when the latter lived in Dungannon and taught school there up to the

ﬁima he emigrated in the year 1880.

-Mw father and Tom Clarke became members of the Irish Republican
organisation in or about the year 1880. In that year on the 15th
August a Hibernian demonstration-wa? held in Dungannon at which a
riot broke out and some nétionalisté were shot by the police; My

.féther, Tom Clarke and a few other I.R.B.menjopéned fire on police on
the streets of Dungannon. My fat#er subsequently left Ireland with
Tom Clarke and emigrated to Ameﬁica, In America he and Clarke joined
the Clan.na nfael. . Clarke iater came to England with a Doctor
fallagher and got involved in dypamiting activities in London which

Jed to his arrest and sentence. .

My fathef was in ignorance of the pians and the fate of Tom
Clarke, Gallagher etc, until he recogriised Clarke's'photograph in a
London illustrated paper shbwing'the men.on trial for dynamiting
activitiés in London. He then left his employment in America and
returned to Ireland to be at hand to render to Clarke any help that

the British authorities would allow,

‘Whén Tom Ciarke was released about the year 1858, my father
resumed ﬁis associétion and friendship with him. Clarke visited my
father in Dungannon on several_occas%ons and I understand he was
inst?umental in reorganising the I.R.B. in that area. Both my father
and Clarke weréﬁﬁrominently jdentified with the local organisation of

the I.R.B. in County Tyrone.
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In 1913 when the §01unteer organisation was launched in
Dublin the I.R.B. took over the work of starting Volunteer
Companieé in all the areas where the I.R.B. had been organised, '
I joined the Volunteerg qt'the start of the organising in

Dunganﬁon when I was about 17 or 18 years of age.

I rémember leaders in the Volunteer movement visiting
Dungannon and other local areas in Tyrone and holding reviews of
Volunteers and addressing meetings. These men included
Dr. Patrick McCartan, Herbert Moore Pim, Roger Casement, Captﬁin

White, Denis McCullough, Sean McDermott and others,

I remember one large mobilisation at Carrickmore where
Volunteers attended from Donaghmore, Dunganntn, Carrickmore,
Nortin. and Pomeroy. This mobilisation w.a 8 . held in the year
1915. There was another mobilisation and parade of all the local
Volunteers on a Sunday somstime after the Carrickmore organisation.

The principal man from headquarters in Dublin at this mobilisation

was J.J. 0'Connell (bétter known as "Ginger"). In addition to

mobilising at Donaghmore the Volunteers had a route march of four or
five miles over the local roads. Sean Corr could supply the
names of the officers and the leaders who attended there better than

I can now recall.

 The great pity about our organisation in, say 1915, was the
scarcity of arms. We had practically no arms available in

Dungannon area.

An item of importance in connection with the Volunteer
organisation at this time_wﬁb the appointment of a man named
McRory or Rogers as a drill instructor. This man visited each
Company in rotation and drilled and trained the men. In
Dungannon we had a hall at Lower Scotch Street where we drilled
and attended military lectures given by McRory. We had an old

rifle here for target practices or aiming practicé.
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McRory's procedﬁre in this exﬁrcise was to have a large sheet of
paper mounted on a tripod in a fixed position on a stand. Each
Volunteer would take turns at aiming at a disc that was held by
McRory close to the sheet of paper on the tripod. The person
aiming would instruct McRory about where to move the disc until he
had the sights of the rifle in alignment with the centre of the
dise. McRory then marked the position of the centre of tﬂe disc
with a pencil i?rough a hole in the centre. This was done by
each Volunteer three times and the resulting three marks when

connected to form a triangle gave what was kmown as a triangle of

error for each of the Volunteers, The best shot in theory was the

person who had the smallest triangle of error,

Some of the Howth rifles came fo Donaghmore before Easter week,
I cénnot.now remember how many came, Some other rifles came to -
Dungarnon before 1916, Tom Clarke came to Dungannon in connection
with a supply of rifles promised sometime between 1912 and 1914: I
cannot be more definite about the date. Clarke waslable to supply
the Dungannon Company with‘a nunber of rifles and I remember that he

personally gave my father one of them.,

T have only a vague idea about who the officers from the
various local Companies were before 1916. I think a man named
MeCuiggan was Captain in Dungannon.. I was too young at this time
to be trusted with an officer's position in the Volunteers. As far
as I can remember the I.R.B. had a big hand in the selecting of
officers. Mot being a member of the I.R.B. myself T know this from

my observations that all the officers pre-1916, to my knowledge,

© were member of the Irish-Republican Brotherhood. The fact that I

did not -join the I.R.B. may seem stfange since my father, as I have
already stated, was one of the original organisers of the I.R.B. in

County Tyrone and perhaps one of the earliest members of that |

organisation in Ulster, My brother Tom was a member of the I.R.B.

T was not asked to join the I.R.B. and I did not endeavour to join

the organisation,
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In October, 1921, after a Brigade meeting . in ﬂalbally at which
Charlie Daly, who was then D1v1310na1 o/c., attended when the
business of the Brigade meeting was finished we came into
Dungarnon and Charlie told me that all the officers down to Company
officers in each Brigade should be sworn into the I.R.B. organisatiomn.
T told him then that I did not agree with the policy of the I.R.B.
and during a discussion on this matier Charlie himself seemed

surprised that I was not myself a member.

-When 1916 came along I was used as a mobiliser of the men who

. were called together in Dungannon on the" Tuesday of Easter Week
with orders to march to Carrickmore. These men were to my
knowledge all members of the T.R.B. and no other men except those
who were members of that organisation got‘orders to march., This
was a1l the service I was asked to render during the week, As a
matter of interest these Dungannon men on ﬁheir march to Carrickmore
‘weré'joined by other Vblunteeré from Donaghmore on that fuesday on
their way to Carriclmore. I think some of the men who marched

from Donaghmore were not members of the I.R.B.

Iate in 1917‘a move to reorganise the Irish Volunteers was made
by officers of the I.R.B.. The men who were active at the
reorganising were Jack Shields, Frank Dorris, Mick McCartan and

probably Albert Tally.

On the reorganisiﬁg of the Volunteers after 1916 some of the
pre-1916 officers still retained their officerships in the
- Volunteers. In the years after 1916 when a younger and more
enterprising group of officers took over the Volunteer organisation
the old.officers of the pre-1916 vintage who had been all metibers
of the T.R.B. became a problem to deal with as they wanted to

retain their influence to cancel or change things.’
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During jthe first half of the year 1918 two by-elections took
place, one in South Armagh and the other in Fast Tyrone. These
elect_ions brought home to the minds of all northern Republicans the
necessity of orga.nisit_lg local Companies ;31' the Volunteérs and local |
branches of Simn Fein, During the by-election in East Tyrone,
which took place in April 1918, all the prominent Dublin leaders in
the Simn Fein organisation and in the Trish Volunteers and the I.R.B.
came into the East Tyrone area to do electioﬁ work, A lot of
—c:oni‘,acts were made by those men with local Republicans all over the
constitue_ncy and the varioﬁs Republican <'>rganisa.ti”ohs such as the
Volunteers, Sinn Fein and the Cumann na mBan were got going.
Com;r'.a_nies.of the Volunteers were started in the é’ollowing places :-
Dungarm?n, Ede!_ldork, _Killyma.n, Coalisland, Ardboe, Dona.gh:ﬁore >
Galbally and Pomeroy. In the year 1918 a Battalion was formed and
all County Tyrone was organ:_lsed into ‘o‘ne Brigade area. This was
nown as the Tyrone Brigade. Jack Shields, T think, was the first
Brigade O/C:.' ‘Hugh Rogers and Mick McCartan were associated with |
Shields on the Brigade Staff, Sometime early in 1919 a
reorgﬁnisation of the Tyrone Briéa&e, staff was carried out and.Fra.nk
_Dorris was appointed 0/C., Albert -Tally, Vice 0/C., and Mick McCartan

was appointed Adjutant.

In the year 1919 a G.H.Q. officer named Eamon Fleming came to
Tyrcne on an orgariising visit and called on all Volunteer Companies
in the Brigade area to find out the state of the organisation and

make a report to G.H.Q.

The organising of the County Tyrone érea as one Brigade
continved up to the year 1920. The Brigade was divided into a
numper of Battalions; I camnnot now 'state how many Battalions. I
can, however, name the following Battalion officers who held office

about this time. These were Joseph Mallon, Coalisland Battalion,



Thomas leonard, Dungannon Battalion, Sean*fbrr, Carrickmore
Battalion, Tom McGrade, Omagh Battalion. I would not be safe in

_ trying to name any more of the Battalion officers.

ﬁis Tyrone Brigade organisation'becam disbrgani.se;i, as far
as a Brigade Staff was cqncerneci, in or about 3ept ,1920. Mick
McCartan, Tally and Dorris were afrested and no effort was madé to
£i11 the vacancies 6“. the Brigade staff caused by their arrest.
For some months after those arrests all the County Tyrone
Bétta;ions' were working independently under Ceneral Headquarters.
Towards the end of 1920 I was appointed Battalion Adjutant under
the Battalion 0/C., Thomas Leonard., I don't know who precedéd me

as Adjutant of the Battalion,

'In April, 1921, I was appointed Battalion 0/C. At the time
of my appointment as O/C. of the Battalion, all the Battalion
officers were eiti:er arrested or were on the 'run’. About March,1921,
Owen O'Duffy came into the County Tyrone area. When the 2nd Northernm
" Division was organised I was shortly afterwards appointed 0/C. of the
'1st. Brigade. . Vhen he arr:fmad in County Tyrone, O!'Duffy had been
appointed by G.ﬁ.q. as 0/C. of the 2nd Northern Division which was
outlined to ;mbrace nearly all County Tyrone’ and South County Derry.
The Clogher Valley side of County Tyrone weﬁt into the 5th Northern
Division with Comnty Momaghan. I think a small portion of County
Permanagh around Tempo was included in the 2nd Northern Division.
O'Duffy’s first job was to get the Division ofganised, Brigade areas
defined and officers appointed on the staffs of the Division, the
Brigades and, where necessary, in the Battalions. ¥n some areas
O'Duffy made small ad:]ustﬁents in the Battalion areas. I now give

the Divisional and Brigade Staffs as far as I can remenber :-
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Divisional Staff :~  Owen O‘Dufi_‘y,l - , o/c;;
Charle;. Daly, Vice 0/C.,
Frank Stronge, . Adjutant,
Joseph McGurke, : ' Quarfermaéter.

1st Bripade:- W. J. Kelly, - 0/C.,
Frank Curran, Vice 0/C., -
Vincent, Shields, ' ‘ Ad jutant,
John Ogle, _ Quartermaster.

. "
2nd Brigade:- , Mick Gallagher, . o/c.

I cannot at the moment remember any more of the officers. O'Duffy
remained in the Divisional area up to June, 1921, In June, 1921, he
was appointed to a position on G.H.Q. staff. Ot O'Duffy's departure
Daly was put in charge of the Division as Divisional 0/C.

Charlie Dal,s‘r had been, previous to O'Buffy's arrival, working over
County Tyrone and County Derry as a Volunteer organiser. Daly took
part in various militai-y actions during his period. in Tyrone. He did
very valuable work a]_.l over the county and was very popular with
Volunteers generally. He travelled the .a.rea. night and day and did nét
spare himself in his efforts to get results. He came to the area some
time 1ﬁ 1920 and remained here up to early in 1922, At the time of
his departure he had some differences with G.H.Q. | When he left this
area he went into County Donegal which was then imown as the lat
Northern Divisional area, On his departure from the 2nd Northern

Division he was replaced by Tom Morris as Divisional O/C,

T am cpﬁvinced that O'Duffy's appointment as Divisional O/C. by

'- G.H.Q. was a mistake as Charlie Daly was a better man for the job. | He
knew -the area mucﬁ better and worl;ed with the men for. about twelve
months befc_)reha.nd. He knew all the officers in the area intimately

and was a general favourite with all who had contact with him. This

feeling of mine about Daly's superior qualifications for the position



of Divisional O/C., 2nd Northern Division, was generally shared

amongst the Volunteer officers over the whole Divisional area.

When I was appointed Brigade 0/C. in 1921, the organisation in

the battalions was as f@llows azs far as I can remember :-

Coalisland Battalion: 0/C. Robert Crawford (R.I.P.),
Vice 0/C, John O'Neill,
Adjutant, Joseph Quinn, U.S.A.,

Quartermaster, Bernard Donnelly,

Dungannon Battalion: 0/C. Thomas Kelly (my brother),
Vice 0/C. Thomas Kelly, Calbally,
Adjutant, Archie McDonald,

-
Quartermaster, Pat Rafferty.

Carrickmore Battalion:  0/C. Sean Corr,
Vice O/C. Patrick McKenna,
Adjutent, Edward Donnelly,

Quartermaster,

Company Activities:

About May or.June, 1918, Sean Corr called on me to attend a
mobilisation of men that were to attempt to capturé an R.;.C.
parracks at a place named Broughderg. Corr and I went to Jack
ﬁhieidéﬁ of Benburg to inform him of the plans. Later Albert Tally
and T went by car to a place named Gortavoy near Fomeroy to await
Jack Shields and men he was taking from Benburb, . Ve waited at this
rendezvous for a few hours and then had to go home. This mix-up
about plans that had been agreed on was a serious lapse as the barract
and its arms were then wide cpen to any few Volunteers who had
initiative enough to walk in aﬁd take it. The fault here was mostly

a matter of want of organisation amongst us.



After this there was little else in the year 1918 except the

usual dull routine of drills, parades, training exercises etc.

Tn 191& we had no arms of much military value. We had a
numl'aer of rifles which came to us from the 1916 period. These
rifles were of little practical valve from an operational point of
view as they had been sadly neglected and were in a bad condition. -
We got a few shotguns from friendly people, a few old revolvers some
of the bulldog pattern and others of/:::;l.l bore as rendered them of
little military value. We used the rifles, and tﬁe shotguns were

available for drilling purposes.,

Tn the year 1919 we had thé usual training and generai routine.
When, Eamon Fleming came as an organiser to Tyrone Brigade area I
. ompan:led him on his visits to a few of the local Companies. At
the time of Fleming's visit Jack Shields was Brigade 0/C. and all
dispatches for Jack were delivered at Uohn-~.. McElvogue's of
Dunggruion. —Ihesg di'_Spatches for Shiélds ‘T took out and delivered
to Benburb doir_lg the jogmey by cycle, This handl_[ing of dispatches

was a regular job which I carried out at this time.

One of t-he results of Fleming's visit to this Brigade area was-
the appointmeﬁt of Frank Dorris as Brigade O/C.'! T dontt remember
if Jack Shields was arrested at this time which event would cause a
vacancy for a Brigade 0/C., or that for some other reason he was

displaced by Dorris.

One of the first operations which resulted from a general
order j.ssuéd by Generai!. Headquarters was to destroy all the Income
Tax Offices in the Brigade area. I was mobilised with about
twenty others to destroy the 7Incomf Tax Papers and documents in an
office in "Thomas_l Street, Dungamnon. Some of the men who took part
in this operation ;lere from ia:déndérk and Donaghmore Companies. The
remainder were from Dungannon Company. The offices were located
close to the police barracks ‘and on account of its proximity to the

police the job presented a difficult and dangerous job to
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accomplish, Albert Ta]ly was in charge of this operation. The
plan adopted was that we went along about 12 midnight and gained
admission to_the off;i.cgs through a window which enabled the front door
to be opened. There were some people residing in the upper portion
_ of the office building and it was decided that they should not be
alarmed while we were cérfying out our duties, When all the men
detailed for the inside of the offices were in position I was detailed
to take up a posit.;n.on on the stairs leading to the uppér portion of
the house to prevent any possible surp-rises from that dir_eci:ion. _ I
. got orders to remain in position until T heard.the whistle which was
the signal for calliﬁg off those engaged. I waited a long time for the
whistle which I did not hear and the raid was over some time before I
realised it. When I started to investigate what happened I found that
the men reiding the offices had cleared off and had closed the front
door behind tﬁeni. This closing of 'the door probably accounfl,ed for my
_not hearing the whistle which was blown outside the house. |
This raid on Income Tax offices proved very successf'ul gs all the
pa.pers in the offices were carried out. and burned. The men removing
the papers ‘carried several bagfulls. As far a.s I can now remember
this raid took place in May 1920, This i-aid did not cause any
_repercussions such as the British aut.horities 'raiding houses or

attempting to arrest. :suspeqt,s. .

‘ | In or about mid. 1920, the R.I.C. evacuated Castlecaulfield
Bé.rracks. As soon as the knowledge of t.his evacua:bim became known to
the Brigadé staff an _order was issued for the destruction of the
evacuated barracks. This order was promptly carried out and the
barracks destroyed. | | | | |

The attempted attack on Jondphnore; R.I.C. Barracks,

‘About the 2nd or 3rd June, 1920, we had all arrangements made to
attack “onaghmore~ R.I.C. Barracks. All the roads leading to
Donoughmore had been blocked. For some reason this at.t.ack was called
off although all the nécesséry preparations had been made. Some of
the other local officers can expi!.ain better than me why_this affair

was cancelled at the last moment, ~ You may be able to get further
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details froﬁ my brother Tom. After this abortive affair ét
Donoughmore the police eﬁacuated the barracks at Donaghmore: and
came into Thngannon barracks; As already stated we burned the

evacuated barracks.

Attack on Coockstown Barracks, 16th June, 1920,

On the 11th Jurne, 1920, after some negotiation had gone on
with one or two friendly R.I.C. men)stationed in the barracks at_
Cookstown, I was instructed by the Battalion 0/C., Tom Leonard, to
meet a _Constable Conway.: I travelled to Coockstown and met Conway
wﬁo.brought me around the rere of the barracks and explained all
about the layout of the inside of the buildihg, the number of rooms
and the number of police in each room and any other detail that
would be useful to know duriﬁg an attack on the place. It appears
that before I was asked to make contact with Conway, a Police |
Constable Denis Leonard, stationed in Cookstown who had been
previously stationed in Keady, County Armagh, visited a hotel in
Armagh City ﬁhere he met an I.R.A. man whom he knew, He informed
this man that he was prepared to give away the barracks in
Dookstown to the I.R.A. if they would get in touch with him. My
contact with Conway directly resulted from instructions that this
Leonard gave my brother Tom.' Tom can give more information about
Teonard than I can as he had contact with him before I had. After
my first contact with Constﬁble Conway. I met him on a later occasion
accompénied by Constable lLeonard. At this meeting we arranged all
the details for the rushing of the ba;'racks by the I.R.A. The night
arranged for the attack was fixéd to correspond with the night that

Conway would be on guard duty in the Day Room of the barracks.

Tt was arranged as part of the details for the rushing of the
barracks that one of our men would go into Cockstown as a visitor to
the house next door to the barracks and that he would remain in the

garden of that house and watch any unusual movements of police or
LS
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military visiting the barracks dPring the day precéding the rushing
of it.‘ It was arranéed that the two friendly policemen were to
get in touch with our men if it was ne;essary to make any change in
the plans we had arrangéd. The scout., through some error in
observation or for some other cause, got alarmed by sémething he
noticed and seﬂt on to us an agreed coded telegraphic message.

This ﬁessage should only have been sent to us in the event of it

being necessary to call off the barrack attack.

7 When the message Was received the attempt on the bgrrack was
called off for the time being. It turned out when we checked up
. on the ﬁessage aftervards that our scout had seen a few soldiers on
the street and he-rushed up to the Post Office aﬁd sent on the
coded message without getting in touch with either Constable Leonard

or Constable Convray.

-There is 1ittle doubt that had we not received the misleading
coded/§§3F§§3 carried out the plans made with Conway and Léonard we
would have walked into the barrack and captured it without any
difficulty as Conway, who was on guafd, had lefi the barrack door
open and was expecting us.. Another fa;ourable matter concerning
that particular night was that the Head Constable who'reéided in the
barrack was absent from it and was in Dungannon all thqt night.

Thié Head Constable, as it turned out later, was the only danger

-—

that could have upset our plans as I will show,

When we did not turn up for the pre-arranged attack Conway,
the next day, went to the Market in Cookstown and inguired from fowl
dealers froﬁ Dungannon who were present what happened to me wheni he
did not see me in the_Mh;ket. I was in the fowl business at the
time but as it happéned was not in Cookstown that dﬁy to see him,
By later arrangement I met Conway and Leonard on the following
Tuesday and it ;as decided thﬁt we make an attempt on the barrack

again the next night. On the following evening I cycled to
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" Cookstown where I met Constable Leonard who told me that Constable

. COoAGAH
Conway was sent on temporary duty to Gmeaeh Barracks which was

nearby but that he had arranged with another Constable who would be
6n duty that night to leave the barrack déor opeﬁ or in sﬁch a
vosition that it could be easily opened from.the outside. This
suggestion from Lgonard appeared to us and I am sure would appear to
others as a dangerous risk to take as we only had Leorard's word
that a man we did not kno; anything about would prove frieﬁdly
whereas he might be a party to leading us into a trap. However,
our beliéf in Leonard overcame our fear aﬁa we took the risk and as
it turﬁed out the Constable on guard was friendiy. I would like to
be able, to give this Constable's name., T think it was Hargaddn:-

I will, however, write-to Conway and get his correct name for fecord
purposes. After my interview with Leonard I returned to

Dungannon.

The men selected for the attack frém Dungannon started for
Cookstown fhat Wednesday night. I travelled with others by car and
when we arrived at an arranged poiﬁt in Cookstown we were met by
Constable Leonard. When Leonard saw the number we had with us he
said he considered the party small for the job. But there was
nothing for it but to attack it as there was to be an inquiry info
the leaving of the barrack door open én the previous Friday night and
some. other recent irregularities fhat had been noticed in the barrack
routine. We had only about tﬁenty ri-e'n: altogether including two
ﬁotor drivers and three other men ﬁho were detailed for scoqt duty.

The police in the barrack numbered eleven.

Beforé I procee&_any further with this narrative I should mention
that Cookstown is an Orange town. - There were no active Volunteers in
the town from the neighbourhood. - The friendly p&lice in Coockstown
would not trust any of the Cookstown men and none of the local men

knew of the attack. This placed us in the unfortunate position that



we had no lotal» guidance in plarming this affair or the valuable

help that local men could give during the attack.

When everything.yas ready we entered the barracks by the backdoor
which was left on the latch. About fifteen men in all entered.
Before we entered the barrack each man knew exactly what his duty
inside was. The first thing that was done as soon as we entered the
harrack-was to take possession of the Day Hoom where the two
Constables on duty fhex!yu@re tied uf without showing any resistance.
‘The Pead Constable and his family occupied the second floor of the
building and over this on the top floor the Constables not on duty
occupled four bedrooms. As the guardroom was being captured the men
allotted to the top floors proceeded up the stairs past the Head
Constable's door. Three men were detailed to look after the Head
Constable's portion of the house. The Head Constable's door was
locked and it was hoped to get it open by a ruse and the men there
knocked on the door and asked that it be opened. When this request
was made'the Head Constable opened the doér slightly and pushed his.
daughter out through it on to the landing. One of the men brought
her down to the dayyoom fﬁr safety. During the time she w;s being
taken down firing started from the Head Consthble'é room through the
“door. Vhen this firing commenced we knew that our plans had become
upset as the whole element of success.depended cn our getting through
our work without shooting taking place. We had not enough men
available to deal with the situation that the shooting brought about.
Fven under the most favourable circumstances, iherefore, the -
shooting made our work hopeless. The firing on the second landing
prevented the men an‘thé top landing getting qﬁietly into the 7.I.C.
Constablés' rooms upétairs. We were forced to.evaCuate'the upper
“portion of the building and we p?oceeded to make our retreat from the
tarracks through both the front énd-backdoors. A Volunteer named

Patrick Loughran was wounded during the exchange of firing inside
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the barracks. Albert Tally and another Volunteer named Loughran
removed a wounded man out the front door and put him into the

motor car that conveygd the Dungammnon men to Cookstown. We took
the wounded man to Dr, Owens of Pomeroy. }ie gave him immediate

| medical attention ;md called in Father Larkin who administered the
last ‘rités ﬁecessary for a seriously wounded man. Loughran was
removed to the ﬁoyal Victoria Hospital in Belfast where he died two
days later. Arthur McElvogue should be asked to explain how
Toughran's removal to hospital took place as he was the motor driver

that removed him from Pomeroy.

The total results that accrued from the attack on the barracks
was what we could pick up in the 'dutyroom or dayroom, As
far as.'.['eap remember we got a Service gun, a shotgun, a webley

‘pevolver, a verey light pistol and some ammunition.

Ambush of Police in Dungarmon - 31st October, 1920,

There was a general order issued to carry out operations all
over our Brigade area as a reprisal for the death of Lord Mayor
McSweeney. It was usual at this time for the police to go out on
patrol from Dungannon town in parties of three men each. We
arranged to ambush a patrol or patrols on the night of the 3lst
October, 1920, As it turned out we could not get a chance to
ambush these patrols in the nationelist part of the town so we had
to go out into the unionist section to carry out this operation.
The main attacking party took up a position in an entry about the
centre of Scotch Street. This party comprised three men. We had
two other parties of men mobilised at two other pointe to protect

our alternative li;nes of retreat from the scene of the action.

The patrol came down the street on the opposite side from
where we were placed. When it came nearly opposite us we had to
come out of the entry on to the street to get within firing

distance of them. The exchange of fire lasted whilst we were
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emptying our refolvers and we then cleared off.
The police returned our fire. There was & second
patrol out on that night and they were attracted to
the scene of the ambush by the firing. These men
were also fired on by one of our outpost parties.

In the exchange of fire with us one of the policemen

was wounded.

Later that night the police got out on the
streets after being primed with liquor and fired into
nationalists' houses. They threw a bomh into my

father's yar& and fired shots into his dwelling houée.

In Novenber and December, 1920, and January,
1921, there was little major activity in our area.

We carried out several raids for arms. in private
houses. In some of the Unionist houses we raided we
got nothing as the information we received about arms
being kept in individual houses proved inaccurate,

In some other houses we got arms. All the houses
raided belonged to Unionists and little opposition
was raised to our raiding activities. In one
instance a householder attempted to fire on us but

we overpowered him,

The Nationalists at this time had handed us in
shotguns which were considered useful, on the promise

that they would be returned at a later date.

The cutting of communications such as
teleéraphic wires ﬁas done on several occasions. In
Dungannon the mails came to the station at about 1 a.m.
each morning and on one occasion at 1eas; we held up -
the van containing the mails on this journey from the
railway station to the Post Office. All the mails

were taken out of the vans and examined by our censors

before being returned to the Post Office.
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We held up the train at Donaghmore on one
occasion and removed the mails from a train which was
éoing to Derry. Those mails were in a specisal

sorting carriage. On removal of the mails from the

. train they were bundled into a waiting motorcar and

taken away to Galbally district for censoring. ,

I did not hear that much useful information was
got from this raid on the mailé. However, a
description of one particular communication will give
some idea of the usefulness of faiding mails.
Some time about 1920 two men who resided in Derry City
were suspected of being I.R.A. sympathisers; Thdse |
men were taken ocut of their homes by the local R.I.C.
and shot, One of the letters captured in a raid for
mails was an application from two police constables
named Downeé and Cavanagh of the Derry City R.I.C.
force addressed to R.I.C. Headquarters in Dublin,
This application was to get the replacement of two
rounds of rifle ammunition yhich ﬁhe two constables

claimed they lost on the night the two Derry Nationalists

were shot. Thé'capture of this application secmed

to suggest that_bbth thesé men were probably involved

in the shooting,

In January, 1921, the idea of starting -a.
Flying Column was mooted in Dungannon area. I was
asked to broqeéa to Dublin with a despatch addressed
to the Adjutanf ngeral, Geardid O'Sullivan. The
despatch was from our Battalion Q/C,;Tom Leonard.
As per instructions received before'starting for
Dublin, I took the deépatch to the shop of_Brenﬂan
an&ﬁﬁﬁéh; in O'Connell Street, Dublin, and handed it
in there. I was told by the person receiving the

despatch that I was to call back the next day for an
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answer, I called béck on three subsequent days

without getting any result and on the fourth day I was
directed to call at an offiée in Bachelor's Walk. This
office, I remember, was next to the office of a . solicitor.
Whén I arrived at the place I was ushered in to a room
where I met Geardid O'Sullivan. He explained to me
that the delay in getting in touch with me was caused
by the vagueness of the wording of the despatch I
carried which said "This is to introduce the bearer",
without giving the bearer's name or rank in the I.R.A.
O'Sullivan asked me some Questions in connection with
the despatch routes in Co. Tyrone which I answered,
apparently to his satisfaction. He then informed me
that he had no responsibility for the supplying of arms
to I.R.A. units in the countby. He arranged, however,
that I should see Richard Mulcahy next day at the
Engineers' Hall in Gardiner ﬁlace. I went at the
appointed timé and met Mulcahy and discussed with him
the'arms business. He informed me that G.H.Q. had not
got the arms to gi#e us as all the other éreas in the

, country were pressing ﬂhem for arms. He ﬁentioned that
Frank Aiken was also'anxibusly seeking arms from G.H.Q.
This effort of,the Dungannon area to get arms for the
eguipment of a column proved abortive, About this time
tﬁe police authorities became very éctive in the
Dungannon area and were continually raiding and searching

for men on the run.

I got a summons frdm Charlie Daly to attend a
meeting at Beragh. At this meeting, officers attehded‘
from all the 0ld Tyrone Brigade area. This meeting was
held oﬁ the 31st October, 1920; The instructions given
at the meeting were that all the police patrols out on

the streets or roads from their barracks should be

- attacked that night. This order was issued as a
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'reprisal following the death of Lord Mayor MacSwiney

in Londomn.

In March, 1921, we received.orders to ambush
police patrols on the same night ip the various R. I.C.
barrack areas., For some reason, probably a leakage
of information, the police patrdls did not come out in
elther Coalisiénd or Dunganpon districts. A patrol
came out in Poméroy and Carrickmore areas and in both

instances were anbushed.

Tom Leonard, our Battalion 0/C, was arrested
after the March activities. The Vice 0/C, Cush,
resigned and would not take any further part in the
I.R. A. movement. After Leonard's arrest I attended a
meeting at Carrickmore at which Eéin O'Duffy, the
Divisional 0/C, was present. At this meeting he
appointed me 0/C of the Dungannon Battalion. He then

asked me to give him the names of the men I considered

suitable for the positions of Vice 0/C, Adjutant and

Quartermaster in the Battalion. Thomas Devlin was
appointed Vice 0/C; Archie McDonald, Adjutant, and
John Ogle, Quartermaster, Shortly after his appdint-
ment Devlin was arrested and Patrick Bennett was

appointed to replace him, Bennett was,'shortly after

.his appointment, arrested.

In April, 1921, three men Weré murdered at
Dromore, Co. Tyrone. Following these murders, Edin
O'buffy ordered that reprisals be carried out against
the 'B' men in Dromore. I received orders to mobillise
a number of men &nd take them into Dunmoyle area, where
we were to meet the Carrickmore mern. I mobilised 10
men and proceeded to Dunmoyle a day before the
Carrickmore men were due to join us. When the

Carrickmore men joined us, Sedn Corr was in charge of
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them We had our written instructions from O'Duffy
in connection with this mobilisation, and the
Carrickmore men also had their written ingtructions
from him, When we checked up our instructions we
found that our date for arrival at Dunmoyle was a day
in advance of the Carrickmore menfs instructions.

This was apparently a mistake on O'Duffy's part.

Both ourselves and the Carrickmore'men‘gat instructions
to_travel from Dunmoyle to Dromore on foot. In our
case‘this meant a tramp of about 30 miles, This
order was exﬁecting‘too much of any body of mern, as the
return'journey would mean 60 miles in all..  The type
of area we were to pass through made our oréers
impossible to carry out as our march would have téken
us over a very hostiie area, with very few friendly
people living in it. When Se4n Corr and I discussed
our orders, we decided to return home. This decision
was prompted by the impossibility of carrying out the
orders and alsd by the contradictory nature of the

" orders we received. - The fact that we were orderéd to
march on foot showed that O'Duffy did not. understand

the difficulties involved in carrying out his orders.

When we returned to Dungannon after our visit
to Dunmoyle we found that all our homes had been raided
by Croﬁn Forces in our absence. We all then decided
to go on the run and as it was impossible for any of
us to survive in Dungannon, we moved into Galbally
area, about 6 mileé from Dunganﬁon town, and operated

from there.

About the second Sunday in May,-1921, a Crosley
tender contasining about 10 armed policemen appeared on
the roads in Galbally area and commenced a patrol round

the various roads and by-roads. As this lorry came
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from Dungannon direction we expected it to return to
Dungannon., We went to a position on the Dungannon/
Galbally road and lay in ambush to attack it on its
return to Dungannon. The police, however, did not
come our way but went towards Cappagh area. in the
Cappagh area the policemeﬁ stopped at a publichouse,
When we heard this we evacuated our position on the
Galbally/Dungannon road and went towards the Cappagh/
Pomeroy road. This meant about two miles of a walk
from our original position. We had barely time to
take up position at a plece called Altmoré when we
heard a lorry approaching. The ususl prepafations
for taking up an ambush position had to be dispensed
with and the rapid approach of the 1orry forced us into
the-nearest position available. 'Our force numbered
about 12 men: I do not know whether all our men had
got into position when the shooting started. Our
weapons were one rifle, 4 or 5 shotguns and the
remalnder were armed with revolvers, The firing
lasted about 10 minutes. As soon as we opened fire,
the police got out of the lorry and-toock up positions
in reply to our fire. Seeing that we were ig?rather
poor-defensiﬁe position and that our inferior weapons
put us at a great disadvantage, we were compelled to
retreat. One of the R.I.C. received a head wound:
none of our men were hit. In connection with this
affair, on our way to Cappagh we met two local members
of the '"B' Special constabulary. Both these men knew
me very-wéll and we could not take the chance of
letting them go about their business after they had
seen us, as it would certainly give an alarm of our
presence in the locality, so we took them prisoner,

" In order to keep them guiet we had to place two of our

men on guard over them until the attack was over.
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The Battalion staff — Ogle, Bennett, McDonald and
I, - left Galbally district after this affair and ﬁent into
Dungannon to attend a Company parade, On -the following
night we attended the parade and afterwards. we decided to
remain overnight in Dungannon, - On the following evening,
around 6 p.m,, we proceeded to attend a retreat in St, Patrick's
Church. Earlier on this particular day, the Dungannon dompany
had_burned two Belfast bread vans as part of the campaign against

the selling of Belfast goods.

At the time we were going to the retreat we saw D.I.Walsh
engaged iﬁ a discussion with two of the bread van drivers (in
Thomas Street) whose vans had been burned. When we got close
to the D.I. he saw John Ogle and apparently recogrised him as an
I.R.A. ﬁan. He came over to us and asked Ogle his name, Ogle
gave the name of Domnelly: the D.I. then took him by the arm and
told him to come along to the barracks. Ogle went along with
the D.I. for about 20 yards and T walked a few yards behind them,
T then saw that Ogle was making an attempt to draw the revolvér he
hed in his pocket. I then drew my revolver and we both fired at
the D.I. The D.I. screamed and fell on the roadway so we cleared

‘off and left him as he fell: he had got one bullet wourd in the

hip.

After the shooting of the D.I. I mixed up with the people
" going to the retreat and went along with them to the church.

On arrival'there T went into the vestry and hid my revolver
there, I told some of the altarboys where it was hidden and

T cave them instructions to take it out to me at Galbally.

Later on they did this.
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During the time the retreat devotions were
on in the church Crown Forces came along and
surrounded the place;. Wﬁen the congregation were
leaving, all were searched. I got through this
ordeal all right. Bennett, who had gone to
devotions, was aliso searched. No revolver was found
on him during the search. - Later, he was arrested
on the street, still unarmed. Ogle did not go to
devotions and got aﬁay from the scene of the shooting

safeiy.

This shooting was not planned and D.I.Walshe
waé not considered a very dangerous enemy of ours..
The shooting was directly due to his arrest of Ogle
which, at the time, we had to prevent. 'The D. 1.

recovered from his wound.

On the night following the shooting of D.I.
Walshe; the 'B' Specials raided some houses in the
Rock district near Dungannon.  During the raid on
Hayden's ‘house the Specials shot dead one of the
family and wounded another ﬁember, The Haydens
were Nationaliéts but had no sympathy with the I.R.A.,
The 'B' men involved in the shooting of the Haydens
were later on arrested and were tried for the  shooting.
The charges against them were djsmissed and no

disciplinary action was taken.

At the time the Haydens were shot we were in
Galbally. The British military arrived in that
district and surrounded the whole area. The force
involved in this round-up was about 200 military and
a large number of police. They-coraoned off the
whole district, Burrounding the area where we were.
All the young men of the districf were brought from

theif houses to a point near Cappagh where they were
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inspected and checke& over by‘R{I.C. men, One of

the men arrested in this round-up was a stranger to
the district: he w;s appar;ntly onn the run from
Belfast and, being a stranggr, he was arrested and
detained. Accompanying me at the time of this round-
up wae my brother, Tom, Archie McDonald and John Ogle.
We were not able to penetrate the cordon which
surrounded the district but we evaded érrest by

watching out and getting to houses that we knew the
military had already raided.

During the month of June, 1921, I was
sppointed Brigade 0/C and from this time onwards my
time was mainly taken up with Brigade work, organisation,
ete. During this month & Brigade levy had been made
to provide the casgh for purchasing arﬁs, ete. Each
householder gpt a notification of the amount of levy
placed on him and after a reasonable time.for payment
had elapsed, we had to go round to various
locélities to enforce fhe rayment of the levy. During
this month a number of road bridges were destroyed
to prevent the free ﬁovement of Crown Forces. Shops
were visited in coﬁnection with the énforcement of
the Belfast trade boycott. ' I pemember Liam Gaynor
coming to the area in connectibn with the boycott
work: he was attached to boycott headquarters in
Dublin at this time, ﬁread carts and trucks
carrying Belfast goods into the area were -intercepted

and destroyed.

Early in July, 1921, we made plans to burn a
train carrying Belfast goods between Belfasgt, Omagh
and Derry. On the night 6f the 1lLth July we mobilised
the Galbally and Aughnagar Cqmpanies for this operation,

VWie held the train up at a place called ortavey - by

1lifting one rail of the ra®lway line. At the back
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of this train was a box van of horses going to a show
at Omagh. We had to disdonnect this van and push it
back some distance from the train before we burned the
train; the train was then completely bufﬁed out. The

wreckage blocked the line for a few days.

On Sunday, 10th july, I went to Carrickmore aresa
and with the Carrickmore and Pomeroy Companies I held up
the train from Belfast to Derry. We got the train to
stop at a point where the train was climﬁing a steep
incline and going slow. Some fog signals were placed
on the line and as a final inducement to the driver to
stop we fired a few shots. Here,_we burned three or
four wagons which were carrying Belfast goods and all

the other wagons were left untouched,

| I received a message from Charles Daly about
l or 2 a.m, on Monday morning, 1llth July, 1921, to
proceed to Dunamore and to bring a few men with me to
assist the Dunamore Company and a few other volunteers
from other areas in bufning Doons Creamery, Cookstown,
This burning was & reprisal for the burning of allocal
hall used by the I.R.A., at Dunamore, We travelled
from Dunamore to Doons in a lorry and a few motqugygi
Charles Daly was in charge of this operation. Also
mobilised for this job was .&;LﬁcKenna, later Chief
of Staff of the Army, and Paddy Diamond, O/C of South
Derry area, Before we carried out the burning, we
took two R. I.C. men ﬁhom we found in the premises and
stores, and the manager of the creamery as prisoners.
The-creamery and stores were completely destroyed and
the whole operation completed before 12 noon. We also
released our prisoners before noon. This meant the

whole job was completed before the Truce came into

bperation.
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Notwithstanding the mixture of Orange and Green
in most districts in Co. Tyrone, the county should have
done better than it did during the Tan War and would,
I am sure have done better had we been blessed with
good leaders in the early periods between 1917 and the
end'of 1920. I do not want to go into this matter
of our 1eaderé{in any detail as, by doing so, I might
cause or give reason for offending, and I might be

in some instances unfair to some individuals.

cegmea + 4. /d,.%

(W..ﬂ Kelly)/
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