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Gallant Cumspn na mBgn of Limerick. |

Soon after the‘formatlon of the Volunteerg a branch.
of Cumann na mBan was started in Limerick City. E The
flrst meetlng was held in the Gaelic League Rooms, and the
majority of those: in attendance were members. of the Gaelic
Leagué, or-were girls belonging to families who had
cérried on the Fenian tradition. Azprovisional}committee-
was elected, and I had the honour of being madezgresident,
an office which I held until 1921y, except. for one,year,
l92lﬁmms. Q'Callacrhan Lto accept
the gosiplon. She insisted.on resigning at the ?nd of a
year of office. Following the inauguration, MrsL Dermot
O'Donovan was Vice-President; lMiss Ebllie:KileenL
Honorary Secretary;: Miss Annie O'Dwyer,, Honorary}Treasurer,
and the Misses Tessie Punch, Maggie: Tierney, Laure Daly,
Una O'Donoghue, and Mrs. kichael O*Callaghan werezon the
Committee. I am guoting these names from memory, so that
it is: possible that I may have oﬁgiﬁﬁed.dﬁdmﬁ som%r From
its inéeption, ours was a large and active branchJ and I
can recall over séventy girls -who were active members to the
end. Classes were immediately started for First Aid,
Home Mursing, Drill, Signalling and for instructiog in the:
care and use of arms. For'ﬁilitary matters we had the
services of Captain Montigth 4%ie) and other Volunteer

htridh, - W3 |

officers, whilst we: had four City doctors and two nurses
who gave the First Aid and Nursing lectures voluntérily.

In 1911, my uncle, John Daly, and some: Fenian friends were
i

|
|



responsible for the erection of a Fianna Hail on the
grounds at the back of our house, 15 Barrington|3treet,
and there most of our actiﬁities were carried on. Designed
by the late Maurice Fitzgerald, of Hichmon&‘StreFt, it was
a lovely little hall complete with stageland sea%ing
éccommodation. We arranged lectures, Irish dances and
concerts, while: many of our: honoured martyrs caméwthere
to teach us the way to freedom. Terry MacSWihey, Seag
MacDermott, Mary MacSwineyt'P.H. Pearse, Eoger~0%sement
and many others, g&#e lectures ‘which helped to'k%ep active
the various o?ganisatians, the: Fianna, the Volunﬁeers
and the: Cumann na mBan, during the: black days wh%ch
followed the: outbreak of the European war, Wé:ahways
charged. admission to these funcmions, and all mem%ers,
except. the: Fianna, had to pay; in this way we he%ped the
Volunteer Arms" Fund. Our classes were held in Eheshall,
and we alsco had the use of a room from my uncile a% 26,
William Street, Where the Committee met every week.
When John Redmond forced his nominees on the Dubl&n
BExecutive of the Irish Volunteers, the: word went around
that. the Women of his ideas should join, and, if 90381ble,
galn control of the Cumann na mBan, &ccordlngxyﬂ
Limerick, as elsewhere, large: numbers joined who,aiﬁ”they
neld any national opinions, were supporters of the,
Parliamentary Papty and had'nothing in‘common'with\the
original members. Soan aftér this development an]
election for a new Committee was held, and some:ofithese
new members made an all-out effort to secure elect}on; a
few succeeded., A short time ﬁrior to this, we:ha# mede
over £130 from a Fete in aid of the Arms" Fund. 'ét our
first committee meeting folleowing the election, thé
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‘ Redmondite members: enquired about our funds. ﬁhey were
informed that our collections were for the:Voludteers' Arms*
Fund, and that we had handéd over all the money Eo the
Irish Volunteers #or-thap;purQDSEa The ﬁew members. were
very disappointed. VWe: had the big majoﬁity on Fh@
éommittee” however, and co-optediédditional members of our
way of thinking,_so.that.we‘hé&.full.eontrol. #ollowing;

a few meetings, the: opposition became:digpirite&iby the
course. of events, and resigned in a.boéy. ‘ Thew%
immediately started the National: Volunteer Ladieé“ Association
and sét up: in gréap style in'exPensivé rooms in éWConnell‘
Street. They soon feded away, however, &s they%had
neither the faith nor the. enthusiasm of Cumann na mBan.
During this upheaval, we: lost only oﬁe of our=orfginal
meﬁbers, and she returned a few months later. Cur
Gbmmittee,remaine& practically unchenged during tkese
years, up to 192h. Wehgot some additional membeLs, but.
‘those whose‘names I have mentioned were there to the

end. Mrs. QLancy resigned the Honorary Secretar;ship, and

the Misses E, Murphy and Tessie Punch took over her duties.

The friendships formed with the members of%the

Committee are most précious to me. We worked toéether

as one, each one doing all possible to help the dﬂganisétion
and to forward tﬁe cause, whilst never counting thL cost.
This applies equally to the rank and file, in which gach

girl) not. only .carried out the task allotted her, but in
addition, let -pass no opportunity of doing any ngt%onal

work that came to hand. As time passed and the &1fficultnﬁ
and dangers multiplied, the girls rose gallantly to the
occasion, so that it was joy to work with them. A. |

practice which caused us much fun was initiated soon after
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the outbreak of the: European war. We started ﬁirst Aid
classes under the Department. of Education, and.% number of
our members passed:the:examinationsg For: each Bf our
members who passed we were glven a grant from the
Department, and in this way we earned £48 which,! as usual,
was trensmitted to the: Arms® Pund of the Irish Volunteers.
In that. way ﬁherBritish Government was unwillingi&
subseribing to the funds of its engmies. The-ciasses
were confinedi to Cumann na mBan, and were held iﬁsthe
Gaelic Eeague;rdoms and in the: Flanna.Hall, The Home-
Nursing classes were sometimes held in private h%uses.
As the Rising approached, work went. ahead with great
enérgy and enthusiasm, and for a few weeks & group of girls
was cénstanyly busy in our house making First.Ai&%outfits.
. Wholesale: arrests followed the suppréssion of theiHising;
and the Cumann na mBan then began collecting for-%he
Volunteers" Dependents" fabeh Fund (later-the'Nat&onal Aid
Fund), attending to the welfare of the prisoners %nd their
families, and helping in every way to maintain th?:national
morale. Crowds thronged the churches to attend #he
Requiem Masses for the 19¥6 martyrs arranged by tﬁe Cumann
na mBan. The memory of one Requiem lMass stands‘éut;
On my suggestion, 1t .was arranged by the Cumann n%;mBgn,
and through the specisl permission of the latesBisﬁop
OﬂDw}ery it was ceiebrated in Saint John'"s Cathedr%l at
dawn on the. fourth of May, 1917, the first énniver%ary
of the: Rising. Hours before daylight Saint John?% Sguare
was packed by a dense crow&-oﬂ'peopie, which swell#d as
'o;hers.joined.it from the farthest ends of the towﬁ;
|

- from streets and lanes and the sﬁburbs they came to honour
: |

the. memory of our latest martyrs. As we hurried élong

I
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in the darkness, ‘most. houses: were lit up, and eﬁery family.
' seemed %o be &bqpt and meving. When We.arrive% at the
Church.it wﬁs densely packed, and there was an ﬂmmense
crowd outside which could not gain admittance, The
Volunteers were: unable to get us to our speciall? reserved
seats, and we had to hear Mass in the Sanctuery. The
altar was crowded with young p}iests, the choir was '
splendid, and the: impressive ceremony was altoge%her

unforgettable.
I

Some Volunteers were released in thé»Autu&n of 1916,
and internees in Frongoch and. other English Jails were
released on Christmas Eve, 1917. ILimerick’ Cumaqn na mBan .
ha&.col;ected a large sum of money fo sendrparceﬂs to these
men. Those under sentence were not allowed an& parceis.'
We: got about. five-hundred-welght of butter from local
creameries, and this was sent with hampers of cakes, ham
and all.kinds of Christmas fare, I had been in touch
with Michael Staines, who was in charge of parcels in
Frongoch, and he asked me not te expend any more &oney on
food, as huge parcels had reached them froﬁ all p%rts of
Ireland. Accordingly, following, the releases,, Wézsent
the balance, over £80, to Dublin, to be spent:on.éhe“
prisoners. We.aIsaesent‘regular parcels to the ﬁomen '
prlsoners in. England. When release. came'unexpectedly,

a few volunteers had to remain in Frongoch to re-pack the
food and send it to3Dublin for re-distribution amo%gst the
prisoners® families. In June, k917, all the:senf%nced
prisoners.were-release&, and then work started on éhe Sinni
Féin campaign for the: General Eleetions, in Which:%embers

of the Cumann na mBan were busy helping in all con%tituencies;
- : - |
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Soon the jails_began to fill égain, &s Sinn’Fé%n and the
latest resistance:movement?gaéhered impetus, an? the
Limerick Branch of Cumann ns mBan had much to‘db}attending;-
to the: needs: of the: prisoners and.their'familie%,
misiting the: jails, arranging for meals, and wr?ting £o
prisoners' relatives. Sometimes:, men arrested:inLthe
neighbouring Counties of Kerry, Limerick and Tiﬁperarg
were. brought to Limerick, and thedir people nevey-knew
where they had been taken antil pum-mambers repérted to
them, & step we always took as rapidly as possiéle.
A sergeant in William Street barracks always seﬁt word
to me: when prisoners arrived there. Then Maurs QWHalioran
would prepare meals in our house and take them tP the
ba:racks.' Strangely, she was never refused per&ission
'to see the prisoners or to giﬁe:them meals, an&.gtrangef
still, iﬁnever-learned the: name of the friendly sergeant.
Time went on, and our activities became intensified
as; the men in the: Columns and- on the run had to receive
attention; safe houses hadi to be found in which | they
could rest, and clothes and other mecessities prgvided.‘
Eventually, this part of our work was organised‘gystematicalw
Qur-Gommittee.met‘weekly, examined reports of all cases,
received céllectiops and, where:needed; mede grants. to
families of men in jail and on the run. The worgers of
Limerick gave splendid support to our fund duringithosé
terrible years. Every week we received considergble sums
from the employees of Messrs. Clunes;Eacxory, Denﬁysm
Factory, Evans and Company, Limerick Wéggon Builders and
Railway men, Bannatyne & Company, Abbey Boatmen, %h&WS

and Company, kcMahon & Son, carmen at Messrs, RUSéells,

and the workers at the Limerick Clothing Factory. . We

1
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had a grand group of giris at this factory, ;n{whigh the
workers had a grand national tradition. From |these

' working groups We got regular weekly collecti045=from £13
downwards. Cleeves Factory_always headed theﬁlist.

This money Was generally handed into our shop in Sarsfield
Street by:Mr,.Reddan. We;aléo received help;f%om
individual workers and generous subsc;ipmions f@om.some
sympathetic.merchantskan&.busin&ss‘peop&e, Ongthe whole, -
‘however, I must agree with John Mitchel's assertion “that
_ merchants make bad revolutionists®. The Sinn Fé&in Clubs
also helped us by collections, some'very generoﬁslz.

K¥eny of our members were also in these clubs. |Barly iﬁ
192@, the: Fianna Hall was burned: down by Crown ?orées,

and from that time onwards it was difficult to %rrange
general meetings. Still we maintained contactﬁwith all
of our members and could mobilise them at & mom%nt“slnotice.
At the: time of the burning of the Fianna Hell, ﬁe were not
living in Barringtoﬁ Street, but'as.I.had renteé.from
Messrs. Nash- the: plot of ground on which it was:built, E
was the nominal owner, I made a claim fo:-comﬂeﬁsation
which came beforé:Judge Pigot, who was very sapiastie and
rude to me, and gave a decree for thefsmallest gossible
amount, £288. This sum, with iInterest, Iireturhed to the
Fianna later on. Itwas subsequently taken by t%e:Free
Stéte Government in lieu of income tax.Which_we-kad
refused to pay to the British Government, and which we had
paid over and ovér again_to the Republican Auxhd%ities.

. The Fianne Hall was & 10ss to us end to the other City
Repubmicap Socleties. We issued appeals for fupds £o the
general public from time to time, calling on allithe

" business houses, prlvate houses and professionalipeople.
. p |
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The response: was generous and willing, -and 1 c&n only
l .

remember-one business man refusing to give me % subscripmlon.

- ' |
One such drive. for funds, made in October, 1920, realised
, - : |
over £5/i2 17 6d. Each pair of collectors was given

a collecting book and a particular distriet to Lanvass.

They worked Bard, and: always with géo&,résu;ts. 'This was
not easy, espeeially during the height of the B#ack-andfTan
War. We organised Flag Days in October, 1921, which
realised 2139 11 3d. for- the White Cross. Through
these activities alone we were able to assist tﬁe.families
of the prisoners and meet all of our: other obliéations,
until. the: Truce:. In July, 1921, Weareceivédoéér £200
from the American Ceiltic Cross through Mrs. OWCahlaghan;
and, in 192%, we got over £200 from the White Cr%ss.

I also got further large sums from the Limerickw?meﬁ's

Agssoedation in America.

| I think it was in 1921 that Cumann na mBaxB changed
the. constitution and arranged for more active co-operation
with the ¥.R.A. Each branch needed a captain, %ho was
specialrj trained for this-work. In Limerick, we
appointed Miss Mary McInery, and she proved a very
satisfactory choice. She gave her whole time tJ the work
until the: finish and was always cool and practical. |
She had a number of young girls Worﬁing with her.| During
.the years of the: campaign we regularly got bundle? of
posters, leaflets and other lgterature-from Headqﬁarter5¢
These parcels generally arrived by rail at. our house, and
were later distributed amongst the members of eaéﬁ district.
They were then posted on walls or otherwise by night.
We often went into the country and put posters onﬁchapel

gates. Ve also had our own special propaganda, and in



|
this connection Desmond Fitzgerald gave me: a list of
' i
people outside of Ireland, to whom We used send reports
of local étrocﬁties-committed by ipe:British. }I got a

duplficator and, with Tessie Punch's help, sent out a

large volume of propaganda. Later on I got a‘prewriter

which X lent to Tessie Punch. This was. taken from her
house by Free State raiders and that'was‘the.la?t I heard

of it. - _ ' 1

The British had a special hatred of Cumaﬂn‘na mBan,
and well-known members of the organisation had iittle rest.
My own case was typical. We were r&idéd regul%rly,
our bgsingss place was set on fire, and our furﬁiture
seized for unpaid fines imposed by courtsmértiaﬂr
My sister was'dragged out of the house one nightL her
hair shorn off and her hand cut with & razor. Fhe was.
later courtmartialled and fined ;&ﬂ=for-tearing @own a
military proclamation which ﬁherBlack-and-Tans h%ﬁ but up

inside our shop window. ~ Shortly after our home |was

destroyed by British Military orders. 4 Still thTs

" treatment was mild when compared with the desolation and

sorrow dealt to other members. . In March, 1921, [lichael
T
@'Callaghan, ex-Mayor of Limerick, was shot dead in the

presence. of his wife, George Clancy, the Mayor,lwas also

L

Killed& the same night in.his wife¥s presence, and Mrs..'
Clancy was wounded in the: wrist in a fruitless effort to
save her husband. Thus two of our foundation members

were dealt the cruelllest bliow that the Black-and-Tan

_fiehds could devise. In 1921, we proposed Mrs. ?"Callaghan

as T.D. for the City, and her nomination was accléimed with
’ |

great enthusiasm. She: was elected with 2 huge véte, and

|
|
|
I
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8he~r&s-elecied“mith-a—huge;me%e—*an&-proved a,grand
representatlve, incapable of being deflected frﬁm her
high ideals. Rev. Dr. I. Cotter, a_distinguished priest

and author, aptly wrote of her: )

I
Ers, G*Callaghan, refined, cultured and learned,
has ever employed all her great powers before her

martyr's death, as well as since, in the emaneipation
|

of her country from the yoke of the despot....
She does honour-o#er much to historic Limerick.
¥ was never in a home: where husband and wife [so
supplemented intellectual activities on:behaﬁf of their

dear country - l l
' E
Mrs. Clancy had not been married many yea&s at the
time: of her husband“s murder, Both had always. %orked for
the: cause, and though life was then strenucus and dangerous,

they had a lovely and & happy home: shattered in & moment

i

i
by the: devilry of the British forces., Cumann na mBan

did not waver under the: increased terror, and the work
went on &s: before. Sometimes wounded V01unteerg weré
brought to the Limerick hospitals and, to the cr;dit of

the staffs, the: men were sheltered and nursed, aAd never

a word or hint of their presence reached the:Briéish.
ﬁhenever the. hospitals were raided by the Bléck—a%d—Tans,
the wounded men were-safely hidden. The: Nuns ofiSaint
Jéhnﬁs Hospital were paﬁticularly kind and helpfui, and the
Limerick doctors were also splendid. vIrrespectiLe of
their political opinions, they went to the:reliefiof our

wounded, often at great inconvanience, and to the\most

out~of-way places.. There was never & questlon of fees,

|
|
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_nor was there: idle: talk which would have: led t? the:

capture of the wounded. ]

|

When the Treaty was carried, Limerick Cémann na |
mBan. lost some: of its members, but the majoritﬁ remainee
loyal to the Republie, During the Civil War, ltthe
Republican forces in the New Barracks Were.joided by
Cumann na mBan who helped them in many ways. !The:hospital
was in the charge of Nurse Iaffan and NUTse.Ceﬂnerty; a
Limerick girdl home: from New York‘on.holigay. Fhese
nurses, with the nursing section of Cumann na mFaﬁ attended
to) the sick and wounded, whllst other girls helped with the
cooking of meals and maintenance. When the Republicans
evacuated the City, the girls reﬁaine& in the bgrrack
until the men had: got clear, and then returned %o their
homes, still ready to undertake: any duty required of them,
Mrs. Hartney, an early and most actlive: member, %ho went
to. Adare to help the I.R.A., was shot dead by Free State
troops when crossing the yard of thefHotei ther%. Her
husband was serving with.the,ﬁepuﬁlican forces et the time.
‘Shelwas‘a'fine women, with a definite Fenian ouglook, and
was a great worker, Some time previously; herWhome and
shop: in Davis Street were burned down. She. left two
lovely little girls to mourn her 1ose with her-ﬁusbahd.
Cumann na mBan arrenged High liass and & public funeral,
and she was buried in the Republican Plot in the:New
Cemetery: From that stage onwards Cumann na mBan.made
the arrangements for the burial of the Limerick ﬁepublicane
killed in the fight, as.all the men were with thcle armed
forces. It was the saddest period in our hietory, the
comrades of yesterday fighting and killing one.a%ather.

‘ : 1
I was Trustee for the Republican Burial Plot. rhe

|
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other Trustees were both on. the Free State side. I had

the Plot opened for the burial of all'Hepublic%nS:killed
in the: Civil War, and the Free: State Trustees %ever made
an effort to stop me, cr to have Ereé.Statezsoidiers
buried tﬁere - an®, admission_ that they had no __rllright to do
so, having deserted tﬁe-Repuinc they had sworﬂ-to defend.
- Soon the jails were filled with Republican prlsoners, and
conditions in Limerick Jail were depmorable. Qtagp girls
.did all they could to helplthe{prisoners, In 1922 a number
of membergof Cumann na mBan were arrested outsiée Limerick
Jail, where they had been waiting for prisoners;who,Weréz |
supposed to be: allowed escape. It later transﬁired

that this was a plot ta=capture-fhe gifls, and, ﬁas far as
I can remember, those arrested included Maura OWHalloran,
Nellie Blackwell, N. G*Rehilly, Nellie Fennell,;J031e
GWBrlen and Nannie Hogan, of Cratloe. They Wege held

in Dubl¥in jails for & long time, and went through hunger
strikeawith,mary'MaeSwingy'and Mrs. OWCallaghan,iWho had
also been arrested. The conditions upder which{they

were held in custody iIn Kilmainham and Mount joy were
appalking. I nave a number of letters sent outisecretly
by Nannie Hogan, whieh describe vividly fhe brut#lity

to: which they were subjected.  Thet was the mos%

terrible and depressing period since the:start.oﬁ the
fight. Yet, our brench continued to function until 192l
by which- time most of the prisoners had been rel%ased.

I look back now with pride and pleasure .to my loﬁg
assoclation with these grand women of the.Limeri%k‘branch

|
of Cumann na mBan. I never observed a sign of p‘rem::‘mess,b

jealously @e2e) or personal ambition amongst.theﬁ._

o T l
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Al worked for the cause to the utmost of their abilities,

giving of their time and means willingliy, and ﬁpholdi.ng

their principles regardless of consequences.

N

Signed: ﬁ&«?‘dl ;:,29 i bﬂ&.@
: (Ma glgeadiNi Dhalaigﬁf

Date:

ﬁﬁlzﬂ; //J J

6th qune 19603,

Witness:: p?u. C—d%—&-—a
(S. Ni Ohiosain) ———
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