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iStatement. by Mr, Seén Kennedy,

28, Bath Avenue Gardens, Sandymount,

Dublin.

(Formerly lst Lieutenant. of G'Coy;,
1st. Battalion, Dublin Bde.,
*  Irish Volunteers and Irish Republican Army).

Part 1.

I joined Fianna_Eireann some time in the latter
part of 1920 at 3l Camden Street, Dublin. The Fianna
at that time was being controlled and administered. by
Con Colbert, who was later executed, Bulmer=ﬁobson and
Countéss Markievicz. We: took part in drilling,

fencing, signalling, general scout work and field craft.

Some: short. time after joining the Fianna, we
were detailed for-a camp in the grounds of Belcamp;
House, Raheny, which 1 understood at the time was the
property of Countess Markievicz. We- spent a ﬁéek-end

there.

On another occasion we attended a camp 'at Finglas

. and took part in sports organised for us. Con Colbert
also took part in some of the races. -I remember him
distinctly as he was,dressed in a green jersey with a

high collar, kilts, long stockings and shoes,

I was at this timer about fourteen years of age
and. T remember that on one occasion I was placed on guard
at a week-end camp and was given a .22 rifle, which I

did not know how to handle.



~ We: took part in tableaux erganised by the Gaelic
League in furtherance of the Gaelic: language which was &a

feature: of. the city life at the time.

In 1911 on the occasion of the visit of King George V
andeueeh'Mary to. Dublin, we organised and t ook part in
protest meetings throughout tﬁe.cityl Farrell of
Talbot Street, who was a tobacconist, was Lord Mayor of
Dublin and an ardent Imperialist. The Dublin Corporation
wad divided on the question of a presentation of an
address of loyalty te;the British King. Feellngs ran
fairly high as between the different element; and, on
a number oﬂ occasions, police interference led to baton
charges:, when our arganisation took part in the burning
of Union Jacks andiother‘embiems of Tmperialism:

We. took pert in the many protest meetings organised,

one of which I remember was held oﬁtside the Custom House
. and. was addressed bf’Seén Milroy, Sheehy Skeffington, Miss
Helena Molony, Countess Markieviez, Sef&n MacDermott
and’Arthur'Griffitn, Immediately prior to the date of
the British King®s visit, the Protest Committee applied

to and obtained from the Streets Section of the Dublin
Corporation permission te erect two.flag-poles at the
College: Green end of Grafton Street, These poles were
used to string a banner across the street on which were
printed the words, "Thou Are Not Conquered Yet, Dear
Land:t®". As, Grafiton Street in those: days: was the centre
of social. activity of the Imperialist element, the
appearance of the banner'create&‘consternatidn, and Dublin
Castle, the:Corporﬁtion and City Hall were at loggerheads
over the m&tter;- The banner was removed by the police

- after being upnarshort'ﬁhile.



On the night preceding the King'¥s visit, we were
mobilised and taken out to Lamb Doyle:*s where we went
into a. camp adjacent to a cottage, the.propertj of the
Countess Markeivicz. There: we remained while: the

King was in residence in the Vice Regal Lodge.

I remember on occasions being detailed for duty
outside: 3} Camden Street while members of the: Irish
Republican Brotherhood were meeting and driliing ingdde ., .

I' was one of a party detailed to>repor£ to the
large room in. the Rotunda (now used as the premises of
the Gate Theatre Company). Thé:hall was packed with .
memﬁerS'of the Irish Republican Bretherhood and the
meeting was addressed by Tom Clarke, Sefn MacDermott,
Dr. McCartan and other men prominent in. the movement at

the time. We:were given bundles of the first copies

of 'Irish Freedom' for selling ambng the audience.

Some time in 1912 I left the Fianna orgenisation
ahd joined the militant body then known a&s the Dublin
Guards. At this time a dispute arose in the: Fianns
higher ﬁopncils regarding the manufgcturerof the Fianna
uniform, While: some: of the garments were made in
Treland by Irish eraftsmen and, as far as possible,
of Irish material, the hats which we: wore wé;e made ;n
and imported from England. This gave rise to & good
deal of dissatisfaction. As & result a.large number
of us: broke: away, formed and joined the: Unit known as ‘
the: Dublin Guards which was organised@ by Matt Stafford,
an old Fenian,, Frank Lawless of‘Swordst a Mr, HMcGowan,
building contractor in the city, and Paul Gregan.
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Wg;had our Headquarters- on the-north‘side.of the: city -
in. Drumcondra - and, to show our distinctiveness‘from
the Fianna, we had a special hat made of Irish tweed
designed and manufactured for us. As the material

was soft, an attémpm was made to stiffen it by_several
rows of stitiching but we found that, after a few
showers of rain, it shrunk to unwearable size and lost .
itézshape; We also had Branches of our Unit in fhe

Columcille: Hall, Blackhall Place, and at 36 York Street.

During the period we marched on one occasion
from Dublin to Bodenstown for the*Wolfe.Toné Commemoration
ceremon& aﬁd.reiurned on the: same day. On arrival
at. Sallins, we formed a guard of honour to P.H. Péarse,
using dummy rifles.which‘we;had hauled in a trek.
cart with us on the march to Bodenstown. We arrived
back in the city on the Sunday night, having eovereq
thirty-five miles to and from Bedenstown Churchyard

in one day.

T Jeft the Dublin Guards immediately éfter-the
landing of the arms at Howth in July, 191, and joined
C. Company, lst Battalion, Dublin Brigade of the Irish
Volunteers at L1 Parnell Square. My Company officers
werezﬁichaél Judge who was the Company Captain, Frank
Fahy, 1lst Lleutenant, and a man named Brady, who was
2nd Lieutenant. .Later Lieutenant Fahy was elected

Captain and held that post_subseqﬁently.

At: this time I was apprenticed to a locksmith and,
because of my trade training, I was selected by my

Company Commander as Armourer to the Company. gn



order to receive training to enable me: to repair and
maintain the arms on Company charge,-Ilwas sent to an
Armourers” Course—atxz Dawson Streedi, which;was fhen the
General Headquearters of the Irish Velunteers. I
attended this course nightly for a periocd of some hoﬁrs.
After some training, we: were engaged in converting a
number of French bayonets: for fltment to the rifles
which had been landed at Howth the previocus July (l?lu).
Ihese bayonets couid be purchased in Lalorts of Fownes
Street for 1/6&. and & large number of men in the
Brigade availed themselves of.theaopportunity to get
one. Ig Waszfohnd, however, that when. they were fitted
to the rifle,, the bayonet protruded out over the muzzle,
in the line of fire, and consequently it was found
necessary to carry out modifications to them, so that
they would. fit properly. -Wezwere alsc employed on. the
manufacture of bayocnets for fitment to the Short Lee
Metford and. the Short Lee Enfield rifles, a number of
which were in the possession of Volunteers throughout
the city. The: bayoenets Werefé very crude job and
would, I think, have been more a danger than of use.

As far as I can recolleét, all the tools with which

we Were:suppiie&.for thege: jobslwereagot-in'McQuillan“s

Qf'Capethtreet.

T was also detailed on occasion to mobilise the
particular section of my Company to which T belonged,
my Company. Commander being Lieutenant Joseph McGuinness =

there being no such things as platoons in those days.

T was present at the removal of the remains of

O'Donovan Rossa from the: City Hall to Glasnevin Cemetery
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on the lst August, 1915, and formed part of the guard
of honour méunted over his remains during fhe period
that he was lying in the City Hall. There were four
men on the mounted guard over his remains: during that
period, being changed every itwo hours. The guard

on this: ocecasion used a small room off the:pity-Hall

premises.

For the balance of’ the: year 1915 and the: early
part of 1916 I was engaged with other members of my
Company in routine training, such as, arms drill,
route maréhing and field exercise, in addition to my
duties as an armourer undergoing training at the

Headquarters of the: Volunteers in Dawson: Street.

During this period I took part in major field
opergtion& conducted by the GeneraI.Staff in the
Coolock, Santry, Raheny and Swords area. The: entire
Dublin Brigade was engaged.in the; exercise. -On its
-completion we assembled at Swords: and marched in a

body to Parnell Square where we: were dismisseds

Immediately prior to the Rising”_we;yere
engaged in.trainipg in metheds of street fighting
which were: conducted by Captain Robert;Montéith! the.
area.coveréd,being Stoneybatter, Smithfield,'Arbour-
Hill, Prussia Street, Aughrim Street and the surrounding

districte.

On Easter Saturday night, while in my home at
T Lower Jervis Street, I was detailed by Lieutenant.
Joe: McGuinness to mobilise my section, which I did.

This.duty entailed my tr&velling from Jervis Street to:
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places as far apart as Bath Avenue, Sandymount,
Denzille: Street, and Inchicore, but the job was

completed by twelve midnight, having taken me three to
four hours. The gist of the instructions T was told
to give to the members of my section was that they were
to hold themselves in readiness and not to leave the

gity.

On Baster Sunday morning the;McNeill.counterﬁanding
order appeared in the “YSunday Independent™, with the
result,that;I‘staye&,put” as did also other members of
my section, I 4id not move: out of the vicinity all

day, Sunday.

On Easter Monday at about. ten or eleven oﬂclock
in the: morning I was detailed on the.instruétiona of -
Lﬁéutenanﬁ McGuinness to again»mobiliseCmy section and
have: them to report to the Columncille Hall, Blackhall
_Place, at. twelve noon that day. Realiising that it
had taken me: from three to four hours on thé_previous
night to: mobilise my section, who were living so fa?
apart from each other, I felt I couid not ' cover the
ground in the time at my disposal and I only contaéted
“those within reasonable: walking distaﬁce- Having
done: this, I then contacted a comrade of mine, Seén
Prendergast, who was later-Captéin of my Coﬁpany, an&
both of us in Aniform and with full equipment proceeded
to our Battalion Headquérters in the: Columncille: Hall,
Blackhall Place.

Whike in the: Columcille: Hall, I noticed a man
in mufti, whom I knew to be a Veolunteer and who had

reported to tender an apology for failure to turn out



?Q\parede as herwae going elsewhere, The.Fattalion
‘Vice Commandant, Piaras Beaslai, who was passing at
the: time, ordered the man to- be. pliaced under arrest
and instructed myself and another VOlunteer Dinny
Holmesg'tofa&t as escort. While we were-holding the
man in question under guard, the Battalion,l as far as
I am aware, was assembled downstairs and itimay have
been during this: particular time that the u?it;was
addressed by Commandant Ned Daly. In any ?ase, the:
Battalion hadi moved off and reached the:Ebu?-Courts
before we became aware of the fact that it %a& left.
-We then, in _company with our prisoner, proceeded down
to the Four- Courts as quickly ss we could, but before
going in, we:allowed the prisoner to go. i '
While going down Hammond Lane: in com:pany.With
other Volunteers, I was given the: job of taking over
one of two horse-drawn lorries which were=p%oceeding
in the direction of the: North Wall and which, I
understood.subsequentlx, were~returning forithe
purpose of collecting ammunition.for-convey?nce to. the
Magazine. Fort. I took my horse-drawn vehi&;e:to
Church Street:Bridgezand, with assistance, Lnyoke&
the horse and placed the Iorry in position‘on,the
rbrldge to form a barricade. These: two vehicles, with a.
cab which we: seized, formed the maln_portle? of" the
barricadeh Later on in the: evening, JoezGiiffin,'wha
was also a inember' of the 1lst Battalion, tumiled up with
one. of Thompson®s motor taxis which was als? used to
barrigcade the bridge. Griffin was a drive% enployed by
Thompsons,'theemotor people. of Brunswick Stfeet (new

Pearse Street) who were the first taxi proprietors in
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the city. Griffin then proceeded to join his unit

and took parf in the fighting during Easter!Week.

We also commandeered. porter barrels from soﬁe:local '

publican to strengthen the barricade. At this time

there would: have: been about six of us:manniﬁg the

barricade, namely, Peadar Clancy, Volunteer? Monroe,

Jack Richmond, Jack Q'Brien and some others: whose names

. ‘ 1
I cannot at the moment recollect.

Before we had properly settled down to organising
our position, a number of Lancers on horseback came up
|

the Quays from the direction of O'Connell Bridge.

As soon as We saw them approaching, we opened fire.

The Lancers retreated up a side street and,las far
as T was concerned, that was the last I saw] of them.
These: Lancers were apparently engaged in eséorting

ammunition from the: North Wall to the Magazine Fort.

|
P

At about two &'clock on Mond;y'welobéerved a
British officer in uniform proceeding to anioutside:car,
travelling in the direction of Kingsbridge.; I left
the. barricade and, crossing to the: South ngys,‘hel&
up the hackney car, took the officer off itiand brought
him a prisoner to the Four Courts where-I.hénded him

|
over to Captain Frank Fahy, 0/C of C. Company.
| i
During this period we forced the sid? gate

leading into the Four Courts opposite the Bfidewell
entrance, which reduced considerably the distance to the

courtyard, as the m2in entrance was further, away.

The: cab which formed pért of the barricade,

incidentally, was;capmuredehile:it was conveying &
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British officer in uniform in thg—directioﬁ of
Kingsbridge.  This officer we also tock iﬂto the:Fouf
dourts asi a prisoner. While I Was.escortihg him,

ne remarked to ﬁegthat;he also was a'CathoﬂiC‘lika
ourselves and, to prove it, he put his hani.in his
pocket and produced what Iltook.to be.anuﬁber-of_

religious emblems,

|
While T, With'othérs,'was.engaged i&.strengthening
the barricade, a number of women - presumabhy soldiers!
wives or what was known as separation women - approached
the barricadeeand attemp£ed to puil it down. ‘WéJ
repulsed their attempts. During the cours;of the melee
oﬁe:of the: women,. using_her-finger-nails, sEratche&

me badly about théfface; We: eventually drove them‘away.

One of qur’men, while escorting a D.F.P.man’
to the Bridewell for confinement, had & clo%e~shava
When thefD;M.P; man attempted to draw his béton with
a view to resisting his arrest. Hoﬁever; gnother

Volunteer, whe: had him under observation, fired on

, N
him with the result that the policeman dropped his

|
|
1
There was an e:mpty house in Church SFrget

adijacent to the barricade.and_adjoining‘thewFour'Courts

baton and offered no further resistance,

proper, which we. took over late on Monday evening.

We knocked a hole in the boundary wall anh,éby this
means, We;hadgahort‘an&.easy’acqgss from ouf-position
to>thefFour'Courtszpremises, This:saved‘u% time and
risk in our line of communication with our Company

heédquartersw as it cut out the jJjourney aroﬁnd;Church,

Street and portion of Chancery Street via the entrance

|
-
|
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opposite the Bridewell. ) |
‘ i

To. further strengthen the barricade, weitook up
some stone: sets iIn Hammond Lane and collected bome bed-ends
from Starkey"s Foundry Yard adjacent”'also somégwire which

we: strung across from wall to wall. In addition, we
[

commandeered a lot of empty bottles from a.locél

i
publican which we broke and spread all over the front of the

barricade, to keep enemy soldierd from approaching our
|

position on their hands and knees.

|
| On Tuesday night I was detailed by Lieu%enant Joe:

McGuinness to vacate my position on the barric?de an& 

report to Lieutenant Thomas Allen who ha&.char?e of ‘&

post in the: Four Courts averlooking Hammond Lahe.

|
To strengthen that. position we broke the windows and

I
barricaded them with heavy legal volumes and apy other

books we could get in the room. This particu@ar part.
of the Four’ Courts was atzthe:timezthe:Records!Office,
so that. we: had ample: material for the purposeal We
arranged the: books in such a manner &as tOJgiveéus
loopholes from which to fire on the enemy. D%ring the
course: of breaking the window I received a sevére cut on

my left hand.which I bandage&.éndicarried.on. é I was

given a home-made bomb which was a canister-fiﬁled.with an
explosive: and' packed with small junks of iron huts and bits
.of bolts. From it protruded a short length of fuse, about
2 inches in length, which Werwere'fequired to light with a
match and count "three% before getting rid of %t. 1
thought at the time: that, if' I had a'stutter aﬁd were to
count three, I would not be-here now Fo tell tﬁesstory.

!
; |
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Convenient to this particular post, an iron ladder
fixed to the chimney breast gave access to the‘roof from
whlch myself and Lieutenant Allen availed of to observe
enemy movemeth Up to thﬁ% there was really|no heavy
fighting in progress, with the exception oi occasional
sniper shots. Our: stay on the roof did not draw enemy

o
fire.
. ) L I

Some time on Wednesday night or in the dark hours of
Thursday morning, Lieutenant Allen: came up on the roof with
five other Volunteers and instructed us to firs six rounds
each from our rifles into the eair. He emphasgsed the
fact that the fire should be from Howth rifles. At the
time we did not know for what reason this orde; was given,
but I often thought afterwards that the: object might have
been to draw enemy fire on our particular pasition 80 as
to relieve: some: of our comrades who\were-being har@-pressed
elsewhere. The crack from a Howth rifle: had é very
distinctive sound. and: was: easily 1dentifiable as such by
those: used to the handling of firearms. Wheniwe had
‘ accomplished this)mission, I forgot that the Howth rifle 3
not being furnished with wooden casing, would be very hot

after use and in grabbing it with my hands I gqt severely

i

burned from the. red=not barrel.

, t
Some time on Thursday we were withdrawn from cur

post on the roof by Lieutenant Allen, who:orde#e&.us-to
another part of the: premises, almost facing Wiﬁetavern,
street.Bridgeebut.in-direct:frontage.to.Merchaﬁts Quay
Church. Some time prior: to this, thezBritishéhad

commenced. to shell the: Chancery Street end of the Four .

Courts and it was expected that they would.attémpt a
|
|
1

I
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frontal assault on the building. It was with?the object
I
of repulsing this assault that we were: ordered to our
new positions, We: were kept there: for about half an
hour' and, as nothing transpired and there: did ?ot seem.
to be any Yikelihood of an immediate attack, we returned
T
to: our former position on the roof. j
|
By mid-day on Thursday the:British had got the: range
of our position on the roof and we were.subgected to some
intense rlfle fire from concealed snipers whom.we failed

to locate. Asrthe_positlon.became-untenahle%|Weawere

withdrawn to the first landing overlooking Hammend Lane:.

We remained on the: first landing from.m%d-day on
Thursday untii.mid—day on Friday, returning fhe fire of the
eNnemy . In the room with me: was Lieutenant Al#en and
another Volunteer named Sefn O*Carroll. The three of us
were: in position when an enemy sniper, haviﬁg %ot our
location, opened,fire, The bullet struck Car%olh,on the
tip of the elbow and, as Allen was standing so&ewhat.in
rear of him, the bullet struck Allen in.tpe le%t breast
and he feil mortally wounded. Nyself ah@ Caréell_
removed him out to a corridor. I ran down to!the
courtyard where I met an of ficer and told: him What had
happened. He ordered meiback to my position en&.told me
not to create a commotion. As I was satisfieé that my
comrade, Allen, was badly wounded and in need of attention,.
T used my own discretion and went to obtain_aséistance.
Some short time afterwards, a‘stretcher'party,Eaccompanied
by a doctor in a white coat, whom I presumed wés from the
- Richmond Hospital, came-anq took. Allen away toﬁthe Richmond

where he died some short time afterwards. ' i



During ﬁy visit to the courtyard. some sport time
afterwards, I found Qy Company Captain, Frank ?ahy,
speaking to a British;officer-in.uniforﬁ'wholWES-wounded
and whom I learned later was Lord Dunsany. D%nsany was
accompanied by another-British officer, Cblonei‘Lindsay;
They had been capmured some time prev1ously wn&le driving.
from the)Phoenix Park in the: direction of OWCanell Bridge.
They had approached our barricade at. Church St;eet.and
had: apparently attempted to crash it. Our-gebple on the
barricade opened fire and Dunsany was wounded in the cheek.
As: far as I could gather, the: outcome of the p%rley
between Captain Fahy and. Lindsay resulted in Dunsany
giving his parole not to escape if he was.permgtted to go
to the Richmond Hospital for medical attentionL As his
greatcoat was lying in the car some short;dist%nce up the
Quays on the Park side of the barricade, and b%tween it
and Arran Quay chapel, I was detaile&-tO)go’an% getuit for
him. I went out on to the Quays and over to th& car.
Whlle T was collecting his greatcoat, T noticed that. there
was: & revolver and some ammnition in a small.box‘also in
the car, which T took possession of. While Ilwas doing
this, my comrades on the bridge kept shouting éo me, "“Get
in. Get. in"*, and it was only after someztimeétnat I
realised that British troops were advancing doﬁn.the,Quay54
taking advantage 6f any cover that they could find and
keeping close.{fo the railings on the chapel.siée.

Having collected Dunsapy“s belongings, I‘retur#e&.to-my
post without undue haste as I had only a short;distance
|

to cover between the car and the end house. Having

handed over the greattoat and revolver to: Captain Fahy,

"I returned to my post overlooking Hammond Lanea _ There I

remained until the surrender on Saturday evenlng



- I remember one particular incident wh&le manning
the barrlcade on Church Strest bridge and While the
attack on. the Mendicity Institute by the Brltlsh was at
its hedight. A. street musician came: along, gnd from
some securezcovef close to:tﬁesmendicity its;lf,
'commence&.to pla?.an Irish tune. The: effec? was so
extraordinary upon alk of us that, with the exception
of the fight going on at the Mendicity, actign in our

vicinity almost ceased.

In the early part-of the week, after %he attenpt
to set the Magazine Fort on fire, the TaranSFreet
Fire Brigade, which was proceeding in the &i?ectibn
of the Phoenix Park with the intention of supdfuing the
blaze:, was stopped at Church Street bridge aﬁd the
Brigade: told to return to their station. :
Seme. time about L. efclock en Saturdaylafternoon
I heard a shout from the Ground Floor to ny post,
which I manned in company with Bob Leggett, to vacate

our position and report down to the.courtyar@ as the
|

i
|
|
|
b

fight was over, or words to that effect.

I cannot say who gave us the message but myself
' |
and Legegett came down as directed and when we reached

the courtyard I noticed other members of the garrison
. |

had been fallen in - we fell in. We: were tbld by
Commandant Daly when we reached the courtyard to hand
our rifles out through the railings to the British troops

who were outside. The. British troops were ?ccompanied

1
|
I
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by a Capuchin Father from Ghurch Street.

It was our intention to destroy the riﬁles sooner
'than'han&.them over, but we were warned againét this
action. We were told that such & procedure #oul&.not be
honourable and we handed them over as direcﬁe&. When all
thezérmé and equipment. had been handed over Wé:were then‘
fallen in. by Commendant Daly and numbered offi

I
As far as I can recollect and I am opeﬁ to: correction

im this matter, I think the number which felllin onr
Commandant. Paly's command was somewhere inzthé neighbourhood

of 7%, which included men from Church Street, king'Street,'

g
the: Bridewell and the Father Mathew Hall. i
' i

We were then formed into fours and head?d'by
’ I
our- officers Ned Daly, Piaras Beaslai and two others I

. I :
cannot remember, We marched cut through the:Fhancerx
" Street entrance of the Four Courts where we wére

surrounded by British armed troops. We procekded by way

|
of Chancery Street. down the Quay, up Capel Street,
Parnell Street into 0'Connell Street and were halted

|
outside the Institute: for the Blind in.O'Conn%ll Street.

After some;short;tiﬁe.there we were app&oached by
a British Officer who: was apparently going;ro&nd taking
the: names of the men in the ranks, He wés,ap?arently,
a very decent type, and he told us if we had a%ything on
us which we should not have, we were to drop %t on the
ground at: our féet. . ;
. | |

Cur first sight of O'Connell Street in Fuins made
such an impressiQn on us: that anything could h?ve.been

happening in our immediate vicinity without our
: |
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knowledge. The flames of the burning buildings and the
cracinng of the burning timbers had such an effect on. us
that we were dumbfounded. - It is a memory thét I will

never forget. |
- - I

We: were then marched from the Blind Inétitute in
: !

O'Connell Street. to the enclosure in front of lthe: Rotunda
| .

Hospital where: we found members of the G.P.0. garrison

assembled. . Among them I recognised Tom Clarke: and some
|
others whose names I cannot at’ the moment remember.

We: remained on this grass patch in front of the
Rotunda Hospltal in Parnelil Street all througﬂ Saturaay

night until Sunday morning. We were.compelled by orders -

of ‘the British to seat ourselves upon the grass patch
|
and there were -so many of us congregated theré that we

had to sit with our knees drawn up to us and ﬂeld in
|
. !
position with our hands. This cramped position during
: 1
the night was very uncomfortable but as there was one
I

British Officer who was‘parficularly unpleasant and who
nad' issued orders to his men to use the bayon@t»if we
moved, we: had no option but to comply with th% orders.,.

| | |

The British Officer referred.tomIisubséquently
learned was a Captain Wilson. He made himseff
particularly unpleasant and in his treatment ef'Commandant
Daly he: excelled himself. I remember seeingéhim ripping
the epaulettes from Daly®s tunic: in a most in%ulting and:
threateningrmanner. ‘i

i

, \
-~ Wilson was subsequently executed by our peocple: in

Wexford during the Tan War.

|
|
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.
We: got no food during Saturday night and the last
meal some of us had was on Saturday morning b%fore the

i
surrender.,

|
|

On Sunday morning we were: ordered out on the: .
roadway in Parnell Street, fallen in and escop%ed by heavily
armed British troops we were marched up-Parneiﬁ Street,
Capel. Street, Parliament Street, Lord Edward S%:eet,

High Street, Thomas Street to Richmond Barrack%a
While going through Thomas Street we were subj?cted to a

good deal of abuse by the wives of British Ser?ice and

ex-Service men, then known as the "Separation Women®.

When. we arrived in Richmond Barracks each one of us
was. searched on the Barracks sgquare. The Seréeant who-
was searching me found a few shillingé in my u#iform
breeches pocket and with a. remark, "you will nét want this®,
he stuck to a half-crown and put thé balance b%ck, which
amounted  to three or four shillings. It struck me as
being a very low type of action on the part of 'an N.C.O,.

, \
who should have. had some sense of responsibiliﬁy.

|
After being searched we were placed in é large

" barrack room which, with our complement, was f%irly full.
I cannot remember whether we got a meal whnile Jn this
barrack room but I have a faint recollsction tﬁat some
liquid; whether it was water or tea I cannot séy, was

|
served out to us.

'
1
i
1
|
1

|
During our stay in this room we were suryeyed by
members of the Detective Divisien of the DubliniMetropolitan

Police who scrutinised each one of us carefully.

[
I
i
|
1
\
i
I
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Among the: Detective Officers c-on.cern.ed‘.I'noticéc‘ﬁ.'Smytht
Hoey, Gaffney, Barton, all of whom, with the eiception_
of Gafﬁney,,were:subsequently executed by our-?orces
during the: Tan war, Gaffney, as'far as I can;recollect,

left the country andi went to England.

- Early on Monday morning we were served w I ith & tin
of bully beef and some war-time biscuits and oFdered out
on the Barracks square where we were fallen in and
surrounded_by heavily armed escorts. After s?me £ime
we were marched from Richmond Barracks to the North Wall
where we were put on board a boat which left for Holyhead.

We weré-placed below decks convenienp to the ePgine room,
and as we were all pretty exhausted a number o? us went
tOJsleep:andiwhep we awoke we found we had reaéhed.our
destination. I slept throughout the:voyage:afd.I am

unable to say what class of sea journey we: had,

| |
Signed:. * é&ﬂ&ﬁ’vy%ﬂu%¢§9

( ean Kennedy)

Date: /iﬂ@ /?{3 .

|1st May 1953.

Witness: L‘A—:)'t L% M

M. F- RYAn Comd t.
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