hgg-' ndl-

\"\’- ...‘a

SUREAL OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

No. W.S. V39 |

?',-_.
&
ROINN COSANTA. i
% .
= BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21. o
_ i
y STATEMENT BY WITNESS
, _ _
. DOCUMENT No. WS, .8 . ... = !
Witness ‘ K
Patrick Sarsfield (P.s8.) O'Hegérty,
Highfield Honse, ’
Highfield Road, !
Rathgar,
Diblin,
ldentity.
)

3
i3

Member of Supreme Council of I,R.B.

Subject. R E

_ Recollections of Irish-Ireland i
in London in the early Twentieth Century.

Conditions, if any, Stipulaied by Witness.

Nil

File No....8:49 . ...

Form BSM.2




DOCUMENT A

M. .S 539

Texts of three broadcasts by Mr. P. S. O'Hegarty

over Radio Bireann on the subjects and on the dates

noted hereunder.

Date
I 17th December, 1952.

iI 24th December, 1952,

III  31st December, 1952,

Subiject

hIn the Gaelic lLeague".

"In the Irish Literary

Soclety and the Irish
Texts Society. "

"In the Political Clubs."

These texts are in typescript and are unsigned.

They are authenticated, however, by the covering

noté dated 23rd April, 1953, which is in the handwriting

of the author, Mr. Patrick Sarsfield O'Hegarty,and

signed by him, N

B






\4‘

w (ORIGINAL o fan

i IRELAND IN LONDON IN THE:EARLY TWENTIETH: CENTURYS

2

\
25
)

X

T
..

A Talk By P. S. O'Hegarty.

N§L W.S. }¢3}7x

-.Some time in the early Spring of 1902, I was walking

along the South Mall, in Cork, on my waj to the Free Library,
.and, as I passed the Assembly Rooms, my eye was caught by a
large pogter advértising the Munster Feis of the Gaelic League,
‘) ‘and sounds of music could be heard faintly in the street. I
- stopped for a moment debating with myself whether to‘gé in.

i knew,‘of course, that there was a Gaelic League, and that
b * " there was a Branch in Coxk. But a young'sorting clerk and

- Telegraphist then was not free in the evenings more often than

one month out of six, and I could not go to evening meetings-
of any sort unless very rarely. There ?as only one way of
Betting free in the evenings and that was by getting somebody
else, who was free, to.do duty for you, and the number of times
you could E;Tthat was rationed. The powers that be took a
very pbor view of frequent .substitutions of this sort, and if

you exceeded what they regardéd as fair you were asked to

disclose the purpose of the application.-{lﬁwas nearlj sécked

for teliing the Postmaster to mind his own\busines§3 But at
" any rate most substitutions that ‘we were able to get sanction
- for proved to be in order to go to the Opera House. In those

‘days we had every year the Bgﬂmv Shakespearian Company, the

{
\§> ~ Compton Comedy Company, the Rousbgtopera Company and the



wt

'*r'..

D'Oyly Carte Company, all for weeks at a time.
On. thts partlcular day - I am referrlng to, I was off duty
from 2 p.m. to 6.p.m. and as I reached the Assembly Booms

and stopped to'listen the impulse came to me to go in and see-

8 what it was llke. So I went 1n. I'said to myself I would

go in for an hour or so, and then go on and change my library

book,-and_no‘hapm,done.‘ I arrived in at one‘of the senior
competitions;’and heaid for the fifst time Irish songs properly
sung. I was, 1 suppose, fdrtUnate in that one of the.

oompetltors was Slghle Hallissey, so that the music came to

me under -the best auSpices, but what happened to me then must

have happened, 1n_those_yeaqs, to large numpers of people -
there is no other way,of'explaining-why'so manj different sorts

of people; gentié and simple, rough_and polished, of all classes,

- creeds, and dsoominations, were drawn into the Ggelic League.

_fSomethiné in the songs - though I could understand onlj a few

of the- words - somethlng in the music - something in the
atmosphere - grlpped me, and I seemed to be put 1nto touch

with somethipg far back_in the Race. Unknown depths-ln me

"were stirred, and across the centuries I seemed to be in touch

With days when irish speech and Irish manners and traditions
were in every valley and on . every hill -and by every rlver.

Is this mystlclsm ? Oh no, it is actual fact. I understdod,

. aooepted, ‘and felt myself to be one With the Gael. For the

first time I saw the whole of_Ireland, It was?revelatlon, and ene

t



" which in the fifty years that'have.since elapeed; hae not
faded. L L |

Shortly after thls I went to ‘London to 'a minor clerkship
in the G P. O., the 1ure of that belng that work stopped at
5 p.n. and at 1 p. m. on Saturdays.'r Atter a short time I began
-~ to look abOut to see what Irish clubs and organlsatlons there.

were handy, and in An Claidheamh Salum which I was ‘then _

painfully readlng, I found.what I.wanted. " I joineéd the London
,Gaelic League by-the simple art of sendingdthe-annual snbscrip—
tion of 2/6d. to ‘the offlce, and promlsed myself to go to
classes in the autumn. ' |

. I had. done Irlsh in the Intermediate, when 1t'was de31gnated
"Celtlc", and then. thought no more about it, glad to be done
with study and to plunge into mlscellaneous readlng. We had'
' been fortunate in the North Monastery in that Brother Biake,
the Irish teacher, was a native speaker, and that, though . hie
job was to teach us to ;ead and write Irlsh he did hls best
to give us as well some idea of the pronunclatlon. I had

‘bought O Growney also, that nght to the. Blind which is 1nvaluab1e

to anybody tnying to 1earn Irish without a teacher, so that I
-did notlfeel myeelf to be quite nakedhas I wended my way towards
‘the Gael, k _ l _ ..

. Yet when I_entered the door\of_St. hndrew;e Hali,‘in-

Tottenham Court.Road, where the Gaelic' League held its clasees



on Mondays,fI was- internally. ouaking. After all I would know ;'
~'nobody there, and I was very shy, and I wondered what sort of

.a reception I was going to get. _In fact nobody notlced me at
_all-and mr'stirits began'tG rise. It was the flrst nlght of"
-the year 's" work (Autumn to Autumn), and there were some general
remarks about the League from the platform, announcements about -
'the classes - Whlch were also pasted up in the hall - and the

text books and the teachers, and a general buzz of conversatlon,’
of talk and 1aughter.' Groups got together and engoyed them-
selres, There-seemed-to be a number of new members like myself,.
| and ‘then the piano began to play and they danced |
| The London Gaelic League had then amongst 1ts 1eaders a
number of men of very great ability, character, and force, who
made a lastlng mark on the .Ixish Ireland movement. But it 1s'
_natural and flttlng that the flrst name that comes to my memory "
" is that-of Agnes MacHale. She had one great gift, the gift
of music, and she placed that unreservedly,at tlie disposal ofh
: the.League. The,conmonest phrases:in~a1d programmes‘ot League’
tfunctions were ﬁAccompanist- Miss;Agnes'MaeHale"' and "Miss

Agnes MacHale at the plano." She played at St Andrew 8 Hall,‘ g
at the Queen's Hall, at. cellldhe and conoert of the local 7 ‘
branches,. and she never thought it unusual that she‘should be

called upon at short notice when some one else had falled

- She played Irlsh music to four generatlons of London Gaels,
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~tnronghiall'tﬁe stress:and:trial of tne'troubled years,
' almost uﬁ‘to the tine'She'died some few yeare ago. - A charmlng
'person, always goodhumoured always w1lling and a true mu8101an,,
she w1ll not ea31ly be forgotten by those who new her.

.The President oi_the League then"waerranciqu. Fahy vy
and he remained'rreeident until, in 1908, he -found the strain
too much for hiﬁ and nréferred'not to be a nominal'President.
A Galway man, small fair, and qulch, qulck in his movements
and in his mental processes, he proved as fine a Pre31dent of
the London League as Douglas Hyde of the home organlsatlon.--

fiHe had been tw1ce a ploneer. ' He wasrthe inspiration .of a.

group Whlch in 1881 formed a- club to teach children. Irlsh__igtgry

and the Irlsh 1anguage, and in 1883 formed a senior llterary
b it

club which drew Irlsh wrrters‘together and led to the Irish

‘.Literary Sbcietyi W P. Ryan wrote, in a little known book

The Irish ther_gz_Rev1val, pdbllshed in_ 1894, a full account -
of the act1v1t1es of thls group, of whom Fahys:. was the chief.
He was hlmself a poet of the domestlc order, of no mean capaclty,

and hlS songs The led Plald Shawl, thtle Mary Cassidy, and

;;Galway Bay (a’ much better song than the more recent one of the

same name) ought to 11ve as 1ong as, Irlsh songs do._

| ‘W. P. Ryan . (Liam P. O Riain) was. the Honorary Secretary
to the League..  An exotic figure, w1th long dark halr, a small
'goatee, and a’gﬁgﬁgi'hat,‘and surroundlng hlmeelf with a dreamy



and mystlcal atmosphere, he was like a rapler in argument or‘

in controversy,r A most excellent Hon. Sec. to ‘the League,' B

* . .he went to Ireland to edit for Mr. John,McCann-a_weekly papexr

‘The Irish Peasant, published in Naven. After some time the
paper fell under the displeasure of Cardinal:Logue;nand fhe..

Editor transferred it to Dublin as The Peasant, subsequently

' ‘The Irish Nation, where it did useful work for several years as

a forum for all sections of the national moveﬁent: . He wrote'
. & number of novels, both in Irish and in-English. o
_ Dr. J. P. Henry, a busy Doctor, was a member of. the

Ard-Chpisde. A tall man, impatient and somewhat domlneerlng,
. he was'e stout upholder of the superlorlty ‘of Connacht Irish,

" and held his own in the midst of Minstermen. After some years
he settled in Galway and eventually became a Professor in. :
University College there. Once at a Gaelic League Seilg at
'Barnet, he orossed a gipsy's hand Wlth 311ver, and she foretold
that he would marry and have eleven ohlldren, though he was then -

‘mlddleaged. 8 He laughed ‘at the propheoy, but ‘he did marry after

'he went bo Galway. He wrote a Handbook-of Modeen_Irish, in

four parts, which was extensively used - _ ' .
Seaghan 0 Cathaim|was another promlnent member of the .“h

ﬁrd—Clpisde, who.gave all his spare time tp-Irish, and always .

| at high pressure. | He seemed ﬁéVer to‘takeLany relaxetlon.?:

: He would come-to St. Andrew's Hall take his class - in wh1ch

' ne used nothing but Irish, which in those days was unusual -



and when the class was over he would walk away, without any
sort of seah%?s or éZ%&% with anybody. ‘He wrote an Irish

~ Grammar - Ceachta ﬁainnte Gamadaighe which is oge of the

.best written.
,P‘ J OEShea'(Conér Maoij:ﬁaS'another prominent member

of the Ard-Ckoiede.. A strong natural character, he taught a
class, and - moved about -amongst the crowd afterwards. He-
loved talklng: and he loved the crowd, and he moved around,
talking as the fancy took hlm. His knowledge of Irish, of
thlngs Irish, was profound, ‘and he was ever-ready to interrupt
his. teachlng to explaln somethlng, or to tell. us: somethlng,‘or .
‘to g0 on w1th a dlsqulsltion of his own, suggested by some word
or phrase in the text.

- He was a great believer in the Irish, and a man generaily
of strong‘individuality; I3rememeer, once,rthat.he thought
we ought to de.some‘propaganda in Battersee vhere there was a
large Irish population but no branch of the League. We allowed -
ourselves to be persuaded, and took a hall, ahd made all
preparations, advertised the meeting, distributed handbills,
and so on. When we .came to settle the speakers, he laid it
down that no Sinn Feiner could speak, because Battersea was a
United Irish League stronghold. That ruled out Robert Lynd
and George Gavan Diffy, and Séaghan O Siothohgh, and myself,
and eventually he volunteered to be the principal speaker, S0

that he could be quite certaln nothing objectionable to

Battersea would be said.
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Well, the great night came. Battersea Town Hall was a
large one, and it was all ready, with rows of chairs and
benches. About ten minutes to 8 Robert Lynd, George Gavan
Duffy, Mrs..Dryhurst, Seaghano Siothcég, Céitlin Nich Gebhain,
‘and myself, went in, and sat in the back row so ascnot to be
conspicuousi Just Dbefore 8 a group of about half-a-dozen
people came in, of whom the only one I knew was Councillor
Brogan, thg United.Irish League leader in-Soﬁth Lonéon. ' %2222?
else came in. Conan had to speak to empty benches. He came
dEE-;;nctually at 8 o'clock - I forget who was in the chair -
looked sterniy at the empty hall, and began his address. It
opened with "The Irish come of the best blood in Western Europe",
and he went on to tell of their brigin and‘histbry, and the
great deeds they had done, and why they shouid hold their heads
up, preserve their traditions and history and customs, and not
be lowly. -Thén he went on to the 1aﬁguagé, its :&2&65£¥$n
and its importance, and at the end, he-was cafried away by his
subject and wound up with a wholehearted and virulent attack
on the Irish Parliamentar& Party for its neglect of Irish.

We did not get?a Branch started at Battersea.

e—

Conan wrote a collection of short stories An Buaiceas, of

very great merit, which should still be read, and a number of
novels., He is remarkable for the richmness of his vocabuiary

and the strength of his writing.
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These were the most prominent of the leaders. : Behind them,
rank upon rank, were the- hundreds of the rank and file, mostly
young psople,.drawn togsther‘by the language from every county .
in Ireland, and fused tdgethef by'a osmmon hope and a-cqmmsn_
ﬁurposé, therhppe of doiﬁé something'for Ifeiand, the .purpose
sf some day going back and doing it there. = The bread of ekile'
. was none the 1sss.bitte£ because it was somet#més sas& and -
pleasant.. . | ‘ ' )

" And one fiém;e, who must be mentioned, stands alone ~
Padrsic 0 Conkaire, writer of shofi-stories and of plays,
master of ég%éggfof the Conte, complete loveable-Hﬁmaﬁ beisé,.
and foremosf worker. ' Slnce his death, a 1egend has been created
about h1m, whlch does him less than justice.  He is shown to us
as a sort of inspired. tramp, with a whlskey bottle in his hand
'and rags upon his baok.: It is true that in h1s 1ater years,
long epdured privations and physical deterloration had 1mpaired
his natural manners. But I prefer to think of,him as he was
then, when he was‘in his young manhood, working night'snd day
for Irish. He taughf, sot aloﬁe st.St. Andrews Hali on
Mondays, but at outlying classes on Weekdays. 'Whenever a ciass'
wanted a téacher he would be found 1if hé'was free.  The one
thing he believed in sasrthe Irish lsnguage; Hs was merry,
talkative, loved to move about after classtime and oiréulate

around the fringe of the dancing, but his iife was not a-happy:_

one, and he remarked to me once "Only for the Gaelic Léague,
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I'd be dead long ago."™ He was a great worker in the cause,

a good deadex and a great writer. Let his faulté be remembered

" but let not the'goqd be interred with his Bones.

b
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II : In the Irish Literary Socigty am T FPoxta-doolety

by P.S.0'Hegarty.

The Irish Literary Society was founded in 1892:’about the
same time as the Natlional Literarj Society of Dublindlldke the
Gaelic League 1£ was non-political and nonfseotarian,/welcoming .
. anybody who was of Irish birth or descent, end who was interested
in Irish affairs or Irish 1ettera./1ts recruiting field waa;
however, radically different from that of the Gaello Leagues The
. Lesgue d4id attract a few professionel meﬁ, some upper civil
servents, a few business men, but tﬁe'bﬁlk of its membership
was composed of minor etessy, minor oivil servants,. domestic
' servants, and people generally in smell jobs as distinct from
-careers./ The Irish Literary Society, on the other hend, found
ifs membership mainly emongst the well-to-do/and amongst the
peoplé who had careers or followed the arfs/' Its first
Président was Sif Charles Gavan Duffy, and when he f?nt to live
'in Nice in 1899 he was succeeded by Stopford Busise. Amongst its
zzgg-Pfesidents 1n.the'ear1y yeafs‘were~to be found such names
as Lady Aberdeen, Lord Castletown, Lord Russell of Killowen,
end Sir Horace Flunkett, as well as vurioué Judges and other
Irish ﬁeople long resident in Englend who never had any
connection ﬁith eny other Irish Sooietyw/ Sir Edward Cérson was

a Vice-President'in 1900-1 and J.L.Garvin was a member of the
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COmmit‘;tee in the seme year, and Bn 15th December 1900 Anthonjr )
'Hepe presided at e lecture by M.re.Erneet ﬁtPon. A Hundred _
'Ygers of Irish Fiction./ At the  turn of the oentury the Sooiety
had more then 500 membere. and it is 1itera11y true thet nearly_
every well-to-do Iriehmen in London, interested in culture end
the srts; hed been drewn into aeeocietion with it./

Wnat, eetuelly, aia it d0? It held leotures on ell sorts

of eub:]eete, ell by people who ‘were masters of the eubject/
special leeturee on Irieh hietory,/ original nighte to which

. members brought 8 song or a story or a short essay, and at

which capable mueieiene eang '-: held eoneerte,,had periodieal
dinnere,/ and the 1ad (___z'membere took turne at giving At Homes./
From 1898 to 1901 it published a querterly Gazette which
recorded ite doingS‘in detail, and printed some of the leeturee '
delivered, eometimee in full./ In the year 1898-9. for instanee,
the leeturee delivered wore: Irish Actors and Actresses of the
Centu: s bY Frederic Whyte, with Sir charlee Wyndhem in the
ehair,/ Wolfe Tone s bY Barry O'Brien,[ with Profeeeor York

Powell in the chair/ The Two Irelsnds in L;terature. by

G.F, Savege-Armstrong{with Rev.Wm.Barry, .D.. in the ehairN/ .

The High Crosses of Ireland, by Margaret Stokee, Sir John Rfye
| in the . cheir;[ Old Dublin by Miss Charlotte mEeclee,

" Mr,W.M,Crook in the ehair,;‘Irelend in Alien Literaturee. by
Miss Elsa &' eeterre Keeiing,/with Richard Garnett in the chair / |

The Bome Vellez, by Seaton F.Milligen, with Barry O'Brien in

‘the’ eheir,»( and The Jaeobite Sox_nge of Ireland. by F.A.E’ahy.
with Alfred Perceval Gravee in the ehair./A eubet.ential
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and éompreﬁenaive'list of lectures, by competent lgoturers, S
it was'bypioel of the Society's acotivities 1h that'respect,/-

The Gaze#te,zin the three years of its-exiﬂtencéjrprinted :
lectures iay Barry O'Brien, W.B.Yeats, T.W,Rolleston, Stopford
Browse, Thomas Lough, John Todhunter and G.A.Greene, .in
addition’ to some of. those named above. upon whioh one might
profitably dwellf/but one other lecture, by J.L.Garvin;/one .
"time_memher‘of the I.R.B.{\enthnsiastic supporter of Parnell, -
end then follower of Joseph chamberiainrand "Thundefér" of
The Observeg / In May, 1900, he lectured to the Sooiety on
A Hundred Years of Irish Journaliam./This leoture is not .
reported at length, but enough of it 13 given to show its
remarkable nature. Having pointed out that “1t was 0'Connell
who had created by the power or e national platform the medium
rrog(nat;onel‘prgsa, and made The Nation newspaper possible”,
he went on to pay the highest possible tribute to The Nation -~
es "en inoompérable noral powef./lt was;—in a way no other '
nenépapar has ‘ever eﬁproacheﬁ}ﬁthe tongue and bréihgfsoul and
cdnscience{ or_a whole people"a/ﬁe goes on to say that, -

' nevbrtheléaé, "The Nation; as a matter of fact, falled in its

own aims,/those avowed in its title. The more remerkable the -
guccess of 1ts appeal to the thought and passion of Irishmen,
the more remarkable the failure to turn that thought end
paésioﬁ to the praotibal'acbount-of the purposes for which
The Nation waS‘fbunaed.ﬁ/'He oxplains thet by saying that

" "The Nation was not aolidiy'bottomed in fbreign politica or

" economios”/ end concludes with a remsrkeble reference to the

! '
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; written from first to 1eat in the Englieh languege./ The Nation

4.

_ Irish 1an’guage‘, "Perhaps the -meét ‘striking fact about; R

The Nation was that/with that title,} and ‘belng: indieputably
the greatest of al]. Irish achievements in Journalism, it :
was written from riret to lest in the Englieh lenguage.f

The Irieh Peogle, the orgen of the Fenian !Iovement, was ¢

never appeared to t.hink that in euoh a fect there was any

| particular meening/ It could hardly be doubted. on the contrary
" that the. ‘first necessity of clear thinking was to recogniee/

thet there muet be some meaning in such a faoct and to deoide
whet that meening wae./ That it was eerried out in the English
lenguege was the unique feature of the Irieh among all other
racisl egi—tetiens./ The Netion,/ heginning wiph repeal end
ending with revolntion./ never made up its firm and final mind
as to which it wanted to bve at/ -There was probably the most
inei:ructive emm'ple- of the latent embiguity of mind, which |

.meant in the long run the peralyeis of _ectionﬁ a process that

could be traoed through a great deal of Irish Jonrnalism in the
English lenguege" / The speaker had sald at the outaet that
he proposed to pose a few queetionc for coneideration rether
than to answer them, so that it is a pity thet the reeultant
discussion was not reoorw eometimes waeJ But enough
remeine to show that he had thought deeply end to some eftedt
on Irish problems / _

. It was ‘sometime in t.he winter or -1803~4 that. I joined
the Society.l induced to do so by somebody ‘whom I cannot

3

| remember f it may have been H.E.Kenny. There was then, amongst




‘ thoee who took an active interest in 1te working, two

!
. Gravee. on ‘the other hend, poet,

" and trriteting,[loyeltyl

5

tendencieet/one represented ‘by Barry O'Brien and.one by
Alfred Percevel Gravee,/Riohard Berry O'Brien,/Berrieter,
Biographer,/and Historian,ﬂfriend and biographer of Pernell;h‘
his Life of whom.le still the best book on Parnell{*wee then
a eﬁ_;king figure. Tell, with white heir,‘e head like a lion,
and & commending, not to say, eutooretio, epeeker, he wee,/
1ike Parnell,’ a “Conetitutional Nationalist" with & h
eeparetist coreq/He had been fyom its inception the working
head of the Socletys~ds Chairman of 1ts executive oommittee;l
and he had been mainly responsible for the close ettention

it had ‘given to Irish hietoryvlﬁe “thought the Society ought

%o have & little more national baokbone/.alfred Peroeval

"femoue as the author of o

Father O'Plxgg /L man whose work on Irish gsongs has been most
excellent, and ueerul,/wae for a time the Sooiety's Honorary.
Secretary, and alwaye took a great 1nterest in.its workinge/

He was @ patriotie Irishman all his life,lbut he reeked with

‘a most offenaive brand of loyalty,jwhioh was both pathetic

lnot elone to_Engiend'o dominant,
position ;p_Irelendeut a personel and fulsome loyelty fo the
King. as wel%/flt used to irritate Barry O'Bried;'but,‘ghough
they ‘aparred at eeeh other,;they kept the peaoe./ ‘ , .
I lectured to the Society, I think in iggg; on : 1

"The Second Geraldine League“J[I remember how flattered I was

: when Barry O'Brien eeked me to do so(’He was eiming_et covering '

the whole of Irish history in lectures perore,the Society -
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B .
whioh he plenned in advanee,/ eelecting ‘the titles and the
leoturere himeelf/ with a view to eventual publioation/ One
volume, covering the period 1649-1775, had been published in
1903, and another was in preparation, f covering the period
1603-1649 (11: appeared in 1906)/ 1 wes honoured by being
selected for a third volume, ‘which was to cover the fifteen'bh
eentury/ I had to bring him a detailed aynopeie of how I pro-
posed to treat the eubjeet, end nmy oonclueione./ and 80 on,/

end 1 a4 eo, to his house one evening. There he went over

it, ldiseuesed it with me,/made verious euggestione,/and then

" passed 1t /The lecture was delivered to a good audience,

but what etande out in my memory from that night i1s the
figure ot Frank Hugh O'Donnell. Ex M.P.f one of the small

.- band of ebetruetioniete berore Parnell, and generally a

‘- Ao
etormy petrel / Tall, worn and eadeveroue, wearing a monocle,

a foroible but: exeitable epeaker.” he spoke ‘with great heat/
He ‘was eaten up with pride or his 0'Donnell anoeetry and

'_believed that the O'Donnells were tie leadlng Ulster Clan./

I hed suggested in my lecture that Shane 0'Neill's imbroglio
with t'.he wife or CaNagh O'Donnell was not viewed by their
contemporariee 1n the same light as 1t appeared to ue,j and
he began hie epeeeh with the words "I am an O'Donnell of .

'Tireonnell"./went on to. caetigate the O'Neille and their
_pretensione,/end denounoed Shane in unmeasured terme as .

"an adulterer"” ./ After 1t was all over,. I walked with him to

his rooms, where he put off his armour and became human,

2
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Frank Hugh was 8 men-of'véry great:ebility, very great-
mﬁition; and é ﬁafriotie Irishmen as well,/ But he thdughf ‘
- himself superior to every other Irishmen, ‘ana Parnell' ‘.
leadership renkled with him./ He was the sort or men with
whom 1t was- 1mpeeeib1e ‘%o co-operate, for he would be 1eader
or nothing./rnoubts have been thrown on hle petriotlem, but
they are ill—founded/ Dr Mark Ryen, who knew him well, remained
frienﬂly'with him until O'Donnell died in 1916, and often ‘spoke
of him.//A woll edueeted man, heée uséd- Lo say. great ebility,
but oranky end erratio:’end 80 domaneering that you ‘could not
work with’ himJ/He had no senee of humour./and worked himeelr
.1nto a paasion ebout everything,'hut behind 1t all he had a
- weakness for the poor euld woman,/ ' L

' The Society, in its heyday, estebliahed a soeial and
eulturellcentre 1n London for what-might be called, for
cleseirication purpoeee, the upper layere of Irish peopleaz
Its membere ‘were patriotic, 1nterested rather in litereture ‘
and the arts, end in the greeee or 11re;fthen in action. end
most of them not as conscious of the bitterness of the bread
or exile as the members or the Geelio League or the politieal
clube /,Yet the Society had a legitimate runetion, fonming
a meetlng graund'where writera end ertiete, proreseionel men,
upper civil’ eervante, members -of the Irish Party, and. 1eedere
of the Gaelio Leegue end of the politioal cludbs could, and

414 meet and 1nte;ehenge opinions and erguments about things .

© p—

of geﬁefei‘netioﬁal 1p£erest; But'it.wae ill-ritted to .
. - ) . 7 N ) - - . . )
withstend- the stresses of the war and of Easter week, and

-




between the wars it lest 1ts rooms and

It acccmpliehed,’ or led to, however,/one plece of 'mrk of
great importence and utility/ It wae by acme of its membere.
and in its ro_ome-,‘ that the_Irish ‘Texta, Society was four_xded in’
1895,/ for 'the _publicei_;ion 'o'f irishumacuecripte.’ eapoclally ‘
' those of the 16th, 17th and 18th ‘centuries./till ﬁhen rather
neglected by echolarc,l and of pr*.me impcrtance, of course, for
the modern Irish lcnguage/ The Texts Soclety published its
first volum? in 1899, and it hmas since publishjgizmviu?zmmj
every year, and it is etill%s e first volums was
edited by Douglas Hyde, and m‘gmerauona of Irish
scholars continue t6 work for it/ its output, in quentity and
in quality,l being very high,l and including thet major blessing
to.2ll students of Irish, Dineen's Dictionary / - _

The Tcxtc Society owed ‘its inception, and its survival.
in large meesure to Eleanor Eull, who wag its chief founder, -
and- 1te Honorary Seoretary from 1898 until she died in 19.55./
A most admireble » learned, end accomplished women, daughter
of Professor Hull, the geologist/, herself a scholar, historian,
folkloriat, ehe hed written the.c lassle study of the Guchulain
saga before the formation of the Texts Society,/and she gave
to the work of the Society enthusiasm, end patience and real
oompetencez The solid foundation on which the Texts Socliety
has proved to be bui].t,; weas h_g_:!.: —W;k-hrgelk
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I1X:- In the Political Clubs. - Pﬁ
Barly in August 1903, a notice appeéred_ in
The United Irishman of a forthooming mesting to be held in

premises somewhere near Highbury Station for the purposes of
- starting in North London & Branch of Cumann na nGsedheal. _
I wags living in Highbury;'and on the evening of the meet.‘..ng.
I welked dovm to the place nameéd with the intention of paying
_wha'tever modest subscription wpé necessary to get the club
started. I knew nobody in the room, and I was under the
impression that there was nobody there who knew mes I
remember 11f.t19 now of who were the spaakers, of what any. of
them laiﬂ. but something which was said roused ms to get up
and say a couple of’ dozen words in a vary halting and
stumblins volice - 1t. wes my ﬁrat attempt at speaking. It-
then asppeared that. there was somebody there who knew my name.
for when the time came to eleot officers to the newly-
established cludb, I wa 8 proposed as chairman, ana deepite
several attempts to refuse, and the repeated assurance that 1
wés an éﬁtirely unsuitable pera&n, I found myself a£ the end
of the meeting elected Chalrman, with the members thinking 1:.hey
had done a good night's work. }‘I'hqy knew not what they did.
If I hed to be Chairman.I would be Chairmen and for the ten’
years after thet thet I remained in I-Ondoﬁ that Club was run



oh he_verély puritaxi:lt‘:'al lings‘. No smoking, np_danging;. very _—
;1ittle 'aihg-song, nothing but vmric. We bésan with a languag”e .
olaas. which I hed to teach, a c ouple of lessons in° front of e
the others, ‘foliowed by @ leoture. a set debate, - or a _
. . manusoript Journal, ‘which were debated at length tand w:lth.;
great aer:lousneés. And we riﬁisﬁed always with A Hation Onge
Again, The same sort of th:l.ng was being done in Clubs in
Bast, West,' South, end central London, and at home. The ,
sowver or all this was Arthur Grirrith, through The Unlted
Irighman, which generated en enthushsm, an upsurge, and a
" mental vigour, whioch was to Yead a.few years later to the
uni.ﬁ.oation of .all gseparated forces in the Sinn Féin - - o
oi'éqniaati'on_,”an;d through that to W and
Easter Week; _ - ' - ' N '
One of the princi.pal writers of- &.MM v

then was B.E.Kenny, under his pen-name of Sean Ghall, k:nown '

. . far and wide ror his Irish h:lstorj._eal studles, He was a

~ friend or_Gr!;rﬂth -and had known Wu_liam Rooney and the men
_ who hed founded Cumann. na nGeedhesl, end had a wide knowledge

of things Irish, But his passion was Irish history, | |

. particularly mediaeval history, and his. speoial heroés were

Shene O‘Nei.ll. Walter Reagh, Fitzgerald, and. Fiach Mac Hugh

7 0*Byrne. He was a tireless researoh worker, always f.o be seen
in the Britlsl_l Museum reading-room most ovenings and nost
Saturday afternoons, 'usuelly almost buried in books. —f e
a Ho had done a long study of Shane O'Neill, and a shorter

.one of Walter Reagh Fitzgerald. both of which were pr.’mted

. in The United Irishmen, but his notes on Fiaoh Mac Hugh were
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never put together 1nrconnectéd form, Hemwas ufgad:by:mény
people,'including Mrs.Green, who had tﬁe‘higheét obiﬁi&h of
his work , to publish the stu'dy- of Shan'e' O'Neill, but he would
not, aaying that he was not satisried with it end that '
further researoh was necessary. Then he was moved rrom
London to &oole, where his opportunities.for further researoh
© were limited to his ennual holideys, and there he:réméined
ﬁntil-aftef the Treaty. He became DAil Livrarian and was
‘able to resume hih-intefrupted research work, .but he had in
'Vtha meantime become very deaf es tha outoome of a bad |
. influenza cold, and 1ntercourae with him was dirficult. He
- ¢0ld me on seversal oocaaions that he waa still finding more ‘
,_information about Shane O'Neill, and on the last occasion
on which I saw him ‘he sald that the work was at last nnish‘ea
'_and ready for the printer, and that there was 8o mucn new
material in it that 1t was praoctically & new work. Ha tola
other frienda the aame thing. But when he died nothing
corresponding to that was fbund amongst his papers, nor any
hotes from which the new matter might be inferred. All that
could be found wag the original version, pasted up 1nto a |
quarto note-book from The Unitad Irishman. Yet thaere mnst ba
some rurther meznuseript of his eomewhere - hla statements
-about it were categorical and clear., His work is of very great
'value, end he helped Mrs.Green very,greatly in the writing of

e Making of Irelend and its undo , as acknowledged by her
in the preraoe.. | . -



4. o : ‘ .
Alice Stopford Green, widow or John Richard Graan, tha
historien, and a hlstorian naraelr, was & prominant rigura in
Irish London then. I do not think aha ever formelly beceme &
l'membar of any of the organisations, but she gave donations,
end she helped avarything cultnral, everything patriotlo and
everything intelligent. Two things she could not stand, ‘7
bumptious 1gnoranca and pratantiouanaaa. and har 1mpatlence
with tham was often miaundaratood. She was a natural
aristocrat. but an ariatoorat of the 1ntalleot and not ‘of eny
ignoble or materialistic ooncept. Tall and of noble aspect,
ahe wag perhaps a little frightening until you knew har. but
actu-lly she was a woman of rare charm, kindly and genarous,
full of patriotio fervour, a stout believer in the Iriah
| languege and what it stood for. Bha helped,with Roger Casement
who ‘wes & great griond of hers, the Irish Colleges which were
springing up, and she helped the militant Irish Ireland
orgenisations. = . o L
One of her baliara was that ir you could got tha younger
supporters of tha Irish Parliamentary Party into rriandly
contaet with the young Sinn Féiners nothing but good would
reault. and she made varioue efforts at thia. but tha only
one1ﬁ£fﬂwaa willing to meet us wes Riohard Hazlaton, and .
nothing resulted., It was in 1910, and he had Juat been
elected member fbr North Galwasy and North Louth, having
defeated Tim Healy in North Louth, and being, therefore, &
‘party hero. Ha_accaptad an 1nv1tation to dine with Mrs.Graan

L 4
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one evening.,and ahe asked Robert Lynd and myself to maet ‘
him, It was en unfbrgettable experience. Hazlaton was abqup
_our own age, 1ntelligent, and edueated and patriotio, One
would have thought that there would be common ground. But hé
.proved to be entirely unco-operativa. He hardly 118tened to
anythipg,that was saiq, even bythiq—hoatqas, end when he‘did
~Bay anything‘it was very short. H;a‘mind.wab'obvioualy
pomgwhe:e'else,_énﬁ whan, arter dinhér; he went out ch the
.balcony, whioh oierldoked‘thé river, tﬁe-gituéthn beoamg,‘i
olear. He stood 6n thé ‘balcony, his face turned up ﬁoWérds
the spot where the Houses of Parliement  were, and a rapt .
expreasion on. 1t. Ho was under the apell of what aeemed to ‘be

a promising parliamentary caroer. : , '

< Mrs.Green was a greav Irishwoman and ‘a2 great historian.
i Her books are a nmajor contribution to Irish hiatory
Mrs N.F. Dryhurat was another woman of those days who is
- not likely to be tbrgptten by those who knew her. A woman or _
great effioienoy and tireless energy. she ocame in through the
. Gaelie League end went on from there. Her sympathies were for
"any good- cause at ell", in Thomas Davis! sense. and espeoially
: tha-smalltqppreésed nations._She-not alope ren a homg - hpr
husband wes -en offioiel in the British Museum - but she ran
numerous committees and groups rbr‘helping this or that small’
| _nation, and 1t ‘4s seldom that there was not a politioal retugee
from the Baltie, from India, or rrom Georgia, 1n the house. |

-
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And she was ‘in everything Irish, helping in e;érytﬁing, o
running 11ttle oconcerts, lending her drawing-room for |
rchearsals or playa, and F: s on, - , _

1 rememher ‘the first Sunﬁay afternoon I was at her houae
at a rehearsal, the eir rull of noise and tumult, bits being
.gone over" agaih. and 80 on, with a gpod deal of talking and
lasughing in between, a corner that waa aurtained off and
that 1 had barely notioced, suddenly had the curtain drawn
aside end disclosed a desk and an irate gentleman who had been
trying to work there. He atalked_thrpugh the rehearsal and
' out the front door which he banged heavily. Hrs.Dryhurst 1
turned to me end remarked " Maybe we should'get somewhere else
‘ for rehearaala. Artar all, xhis is an Engliahman'l house”.
'rArter & 1little while wa did, in thct. transrer operations to .
the studic of Norman and Edale Hbrrow.

| Activity was not, however, entirely confined to things -
_,Irish. Un&er Hrs.Dryhnrat's urging wa made two excursions
'outside. Some. time atter the Ruaso—lapanese War, Mr.ATnold
White, .P., whp was 1nterested in an Anglo-Russian agreement
and bhairman of "The havy League", anncunced a public meeting‘
under the auspicea of that body for the purpoae of considering
a mntion‘in tavour—or a navnl-agreement.betmeen England and
Russia. Russia was then in paiticulafly bad odour for.her
treatment of the Letts and. Finns, and &ra.Dryhurst suggested '
-that we shoulﬁ 80 to the meeting and speek against the .

suggested agreemant. Pa went, and round a fairly'rull.and most
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reapeotablewlooking meeting, with. Mr.white in the. chair.
Before beginning businaas, a call was made for anybody who
desired to be givsn the opportunity or apeaking to write his ]
neme on a elip of paper and hand it uo e steward. We Judged
that 1P we wrata our-own names we should probably not ba
_called upon, and accordingly George Gavan Dufry became
Duffgki, michaal HacWhite becans de,Witte,‘J.J.Sheehan beoame
Ivanovitch, and I became Hagrorrafsr Robért Lynd, who would
likely be known to somebody preaant, sent 1n his own name,
and there appeared to be only two other names sent 1in, Lynd
gpoke, as he always did, very woll, very temperately, and
vafﬁ effootively, and most of the rest of us were called |
‘before ghe'Cha;rman ?élt that he wes Being giﬁep an organised
opposition. Tha-line we took waérthat‘Ehgland was holding
down Ireland end -India and Russie was holding down-&e%%&anta-'
' Finland and Georgls - and that until they had both disgorged ’
an agreement or allianoe between tham would be against publio
decenecy. Tha result was that the mseting wes abortive. The )
Chairman‘sgadenly closed it down without formally putting the
rasolution. rémaiking,instaad that it wes olear that the

Jority opinion weg in favour of 1t. :
. The other 1nc1dent might have been more gerious. I do
not recolleot the year but 1t.might have been round about .
1908, An Indian, Nadsr Lal Dhingra, had shot e British orrioial
in Englsnd and had been convictedhand was awaiting exsecutlion

in, I think, Brixton Jail, or at any rate somewhere in South .
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London. Mrsanyhurst got'the notion of'reecuing him and aaked:
us to bear a hand. She had it all planned. She had disooverad

that, every day ebout the same time, Dhingra was taken out

somewhere. neer. the prison,'along a road whicli wasg rairly .
'unfrequented, and nccompaniea by only two warders who appsared
to be unarmed. in a slcw-moving vehiole. The idea was to hold

the party up witn two ampty revolvers whioh she had prooured
somewhere and get Dhingra well away before releasing the-
warders, and we were sgked to find gix boys and two girla fbr
the purposa, the girls to waelk with the boys so0 thet it would -

‘ not look like a party. All arrangements were mada. and the .

thing 1ooked feaaible enough on Mrs.Dryhurst“s premiss, but

. a couple of days before the azecution = the rescue was plenned

for the day before - qﬁingra was moved to,hnather‘prison,'_u
and there was nothing'ﬁo-be done. We had such.faith in Mre.
Dryhurst that we went into this at her request wi thout any
attempt to oheck up on the partlculara which she disolosed

- end on vwhich the plan was based,

These are a fow -of the people whom I recollact, who -
played a greet part 1n thosa tumnlﬁgua days, and mch of whose
work for the mpvement has drawn no attention to itselr. There
were many. othera, anﬂ many whose names ara known and whosa
work is recognised. And behind them -are nany, the unknown
warriors of the rank and rile, who scorned delights and lived
1aborioue nights in small {11-11% rooms and halls, working for

the poor 0ld women. Bleasings on them all,.

P

BUREM} OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 19713-21

No. W.S. 3G




