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| PATRICK MULCAFY, RATHCAHTIL,

The first day I paraded with the Volunteers was at
Se4n McDermott s meeting in Newcastle Hest on 17th March,
1916. I was then 16 yoars of age. All Companies in
the area around the town paraded for the meeting. All
with arms carried them. "I had a shot-gun myself. Seén
McDermott left a cana he carried as a souvenir with the
family of Con and Dan -Collins with whom ho stayed that
night._ This gdne flgured with me in an incident with the
R.I.C.lsome years later when it was nearly lost but recovered
_again.:. The Collins family suffered and did more fbr Sinn
Féin than most familles in West Limerick.

|

Qan Conway was the first Company. Captain - from 1916 to
1918. E' Dan Collins was O.C. Monagay Company after him and
up to the time of his arrest. I was a despateh rider.
Jer, Kiely was 0.C. Company after Dan Collins up to the time
the Battalion was formed. Than Kiely went on the Battalion

Staff and Jor. Enright succeeded him with Sedn Danaher as
lst Lieut.

The Monagay Company and seven or eight'other Companies
mobilis@d at Glenquin Castle under Captain Jim MéInerney from
. Limerick. Father Hayes and Father Wall were there, too.

We paraded with arms and got extra ammnnition. Dan Collins



~ and Dﬁn Mccafthy'céliecﬁéd'érms; from what source I do not
know, ‘one night about tuo—miles outside Newcastle West and
brought tham for distribution to Monagay and Killonaghteen

......

Companies. This was hefbre Easter Week and the arms were

principally shot-guns

?Og Eagter Sundday, probably on a¢count of MacNelll's
countdrmandiﬂé:ordef; ve ere demobilised and roturnéd home.
After Easter Week there was a meeting in'ons of: our ficlds
and ‘a vote was taken as to the surrender of our arms’to the
police barracks. - I remember I stood out against it and
féfused to’give up'ﬁw'shot-gﬁn A'pbiiceman;céﬁe later to |
my father about 1t and I had to obey hinm and, ‘mach against my'
will, give up the gun.

<

. rTowards the end of 1916 and into 1917 ve reorganised.
Abo;t 50 Volunteers from our area want to the Waterfbrd
election at the time. of the General Election 1n 1918. i We
cycled the 23 miles to Limerick and then wenﬁ %y train to
Waterford and were put up 1A a large hall in Ballybricken
Squareﬁ We had thrae encounters with Redmond's supporters
. and thé police came on the scene with fixed bayonets to-
disperse us. ~ We'were thers till the election was overs. -
It Wasithe'pnly contégt in the Genaral Election in the South

of Ireland where Sinn'Féin lost, Captain Redmond being elected.

A$out the beginning of April, 1920 - the first day -
we burned the poiice_hut at Strapd-in'ouf area. . Any other
huts érgund'were'deétibjeﬁ-too;'-tha-evaéuated'barrackauat’
Tournafulla and at Broadford were burnt at the same time.
This was in accordance with the general order: that all vacatad

1
|
|
j



-3 -

..poliee varracks be deetrojed to prevent re-occupation. The

"n_barracke-at Ardagh had to be knocked as there were thatched

houses ‘adjoining and we could not ‘set fire: to 1it. We
-'smaehed ‘4n the roof: and succeeded in taking down one gable.

. Ve were very anxious 6 knock Ardagh as the Fentans haq
_fattempteﬂ an attack on this barracks and had reile&, suffering

LS one eahuelty.in'the operation. . “"In the Fenian attempt the

" man wa‘s wounaea.

I remember Fr. Hayes oomlng to our houee for a meeting -
“with con Collins in 1918. He was a great man and I remember
him coming out very strong at a Feis near Rathcahill when in
the presence of the police he’ reforred to Germany having
Englend by the throat. . . 5' L'-'-fﬁl.--,‘,

| I heard that a oouple of years later the Tans vere .
'prowling around his house - he vas one of the euratee in
HNeweastle West - and even got np on the roor. ; _Apparently..

they uere attempting to get 1n but feiled.ll ‘

A very'prominent Tan and a fine looking man, too, was:

| believed to have some part in getting after Fr. Hayee. He
was aleo supposed to be a very dangerous man with a gun |
'He was|going with a girl, too, out of the town end we were
planniﬂg to try and get him ehen he was out keeping an
appointment with her. _ Two armed man - one from the Monagay
ICOmpany and the other from the Newcastle Wast Company - wero
on the: wateh fOr him for a week. He never went along this
road again that we thought he would frequent., I think there |
was an‘order from General Headquertere to shoot hinm. -,I

heard he was killed 1n a road eccident near Dublin before

L
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the Truce.

The night of the attack on Kilmallock.R I.C. Barraeks
it was intended to attack the barracks in Newcastle West and
one of the Brennang from Clare was supposed to come across
the Shannon with 25 men for this operatinn. We were waiting
for the order to take part in 1t, too, with the Clare men,
but nophing happened, perhaps owing to Liam Scully's death at
Kilmallock, and"the decision to bring his body into our area
for bﬁ?ial.' | . '

ﬁhe day after the Kilmallock attack I went into Newcastle
West fb: the mountings for his coffin which was being made by
our Viée 0.¢.-Battalion; Jer. Kiely, who was a carpenter by
trade. His body had been brought to John O'Gorman's of
Killik;llgan directly a?ter the f;ght and was being’ waked there.
The fiist thing I saw when,i vwent into Neweastle West was a
British armoured car in front of the police barracks. It was
like as if they suspected this barracks would be the next on
the liét and were taking no chances. In a few days
Newcastle West was garrisoned by military who stayed there tilil
the time of’ the Truce.

Liam Scully's funeral was to Templegléntine and a big
crowd of Volunteers paraded for 1it. Fr. Dick McCarthy of
‘Ballyhahill and Fr. Byan, the curate in Tournafulla, attended. .
In fac; Fr. MecCarthy had gone to Kerry befbrehand to tell the |
Scully family of the death in action of Liam and had brought
his br?thef back for the funeral.

The attack on Brosné R.I.C. Barracks wvas in 1920 and 1
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took part in this.  There were Kerrymen under Eumphrey
Murphyéthere; too. I noticed‘thaé”night_that the Kerrymen
seemedﬁto be old seaéoned.men,'w§11 used to .this kind of
thing, vhile we seemed very young. There were about four
from our Compény and about a dozen West Limerick men altogether.
He mosﬁly haq rifles.. .’I_had one of those which had been
used aﬁ Kilmallock as they had all been brought into the West
Limeriék'argaé o The-Barraeks was a very strong-building and‘l
vas gaﬁrisoﬁed by about twenty. The bombs we had, which
were sﬁpposed to make a ﬁreach in the roof, did not explode
‘and, asfthe building stood alone, we could not get'neér enéugh
to burs# in the slates., .The police sent up Vérey‘lights and
the police in Abbeyfeale sent reinforcements which were
ambusheﬁ on the way, one being wounded. Théy did not reach
Brosna.t The rqads were blocked, anyway, and would have-
delayeﬁithem, and probably we would have encquntered them on
our way back from the attack which we had to call off by day-
1ight.

§
|

After Soldoghead Dan Breen and Sefn Hogan stayed in our
house aﬁ Rathcahill. = They went away after a day and a night.
I brought them to another house - Roches' at Ballyeid - and

from there they went to Tim Connor's at Newbridge near Rathkeale.

Aﬁter the rescue at Knocklong, about a month or six weeks
later, Izwa§up the road and saw two priests cyeling towards
me. I looked at them as they passed and smiled and they
: dismoﬁnt#d. They were Dan Breen and John Hogan and were
disturbeh at being recognised until I'told them they had been
stopping;in my place recently. '. I brought them to the hbuse

nov for a cup of tea and they came a few times after. Breen



A
had Just recovered from the wounds he got at Knocklong and this

occasi@n was the_first time he was out.

Fr. Hayes sent word out by a boy on a bicycle one night
in 1920, and whom I met on the road u1th a message for me that
a girl 1n the Post Office in Newcastle Hest had told him the
houseslin the townland of Camas were to be raided that night.
The girl - Miss Ambrose - said a policeman named Gildoy, who
actualfy had a very pad reputation with us, had given her the
1nformitioq. - I acted on it at once‘and got word round to
all théfhduses to the lads to clear out. Con Collins was one
of_the@. The ralds were carried out in the ﬁorning about
two.o'dﬁock. . Curfew was on at-the time and it had been very
. hafd fo; Fr. Hayes to find anyone to bring the message to me.
The mes?enger‘he found was from North Cork working in the |
créamer& in Garryduff near. our place. . His name was Con Riordan

and he was a Volunteer..

- C&rfeu'had been imposed on account of the attempted

shooting of a suspected spy in Nevcastle West, an ex-soldier
named Hanley. He was only wounded and was got out of the

district and never returned.

 After this particular shooting four or five ex-British
soldieré in Newcastle West left the town and weré never égain

seen.

Iihad become Adjutant and I.O. of the lst Battalion early
in 1921 jand wvas attending a Brigade Conference at Kilcolman at
the honée of Matt Colbert, brother of Con who was executed at
Easter, 1916.. Seén Finn, the Brigadier, presided, and I think
Donncad& Hannigan from East Limerick was there, too. There

!
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was a!diScuss;oh_as to how best to meet and counter the BritiShA‘
: moves% ‘Se&n Finn was shot at Ballyhahill two days afterwards.

1 ‘ o ,
About this time, too, - in March, 1921, I was one of a

.party draun from the Battalion to hold up the train at Ardagh
and tage the mails. = When the train'was,coming into the
~;statioh,the OICJ.Neﬁcastle west Company; McDonagh by name, vas
to put!his head out of the ‘window of the first carriage and
wipe his face vith a red handkerchief 1f there were Crown forces
on boaid. ‘As it happened there was none on board and we got
the mails avay in tvo pony traps and spent the night going
through thenm, All we found was" something about lorries and

~ the reﬁt were letters from the Tommies to thair girls in
England. |

_ we wvere %o hold up a train another time to destroy
military stores but we got word that there was a heavily armed
escort on board so we did not attempt the job. The Flying
Column was away 1n East Limerick at the time and the amount of
arms 1eft to us was very poor and insufficient to attack a

wall-armed party.
| . .
When it was decided to carry out general reprisals some-

time in: May, 1921, Garrett McAuliffe, our Brigadier, was being .
sogght ?or in our Battalion area by Liam Lynch, the 0.C. 1ist

_ Soﬁthegé Division. I was able to tell where he could be
foun& aé no one else seemed to know, and the night we were
_sﬁpposeé to carry out feprisals Lyneh was in the'distfict and
they had to be called off.

¥
1

Garrett McAuliffe had to send out despatches to all the
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Battalion Commanders to get them with the Brigade Staff to
meet Liam Lynch at Brigade Headquarters at John O'Connor’'s

~at Garryduff. - I had to deal with two of the despatches and
foundlit hard enough to find a earrier as I had already been
sending despatches all day to all the Companies in the o
Battalion to report fully armed at Battalion Headquarters in
Garryduff, too. This was in connection with the intended
reprisals though the Companies were not told for what. - They
all tu;ned up and then were told their jobs were off on account

of Lia? Lyneh being in the area.

Reprisals wvere, however, carried out in Drumcollogher
in the; 3rd Battalion area where the men were already in position
in the;houses. Here one policeman was killed and another
wounde&. P |
ﬁ was at Garryduff but was not in at the private meeting,
only‘tﬂg Brigade Sta®f being in, though maybe the Battalion
Command%rs-were present, too. ' That same night Liam Lynch
- went ba?k into North Cork by car, and at every turn of the road
for sixior seven miles until he left the Brigade area there was
a Volun?eer posted to ensure his safe passage or to warn him

of dangér.

About June, 1921, Newcastle West was very fully occupied
by British forces. The R.I.C. had the barracks, military
vere in 'the Courthouse and the banks and the library and the
Castle gnd Castleview, and the Auxiliaries were billeted in
private bouses and in the pubs. Then the troops in the
Cou:thou%e went off as a flying column towards Abbeyfeale and
ve felt %his was our opportunity to burn the Courthouse before

|
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they got back and deprive them of this stronghold at least.

iThe Operation'uas Successfully planned, nearly all the

Newcastle Hest Company doing the scouting, while I was engaged
with Monagay, Newcastle and Killyknockdeen Volunteers, about
twelve 1n all, on the preparations for the actual burning.
JosephlAmbrose, now the Clerk of the Court in Newcastle West,
gave considerable help. He was watching the Courthouse all
day and all night for signs of enemy activity and reported z11
being clear. The petrol was got,f?om the 014 M1ll Creamery

| by raiding for it. It was carried in cans and bottles full
were braught in a bag: - We brought a pump for drenching the
insideiof the buillding with the petrol, but it failled and we
had to'throw in the bottles.

. ! : : _ _
) We had a guard of gix or elght riflemen around as there
vere mﬂlitary quartéred Both sides of the approaches. te
came in by way of the railway, having arranged for all gates
and doo}‘s to be unlocked. © We had to start the job at the
front of the Courthouse as the: back was heavily nétted with
barbed ﬁire entanglemenﬁs. We also had to iake doun thé
sandbags from the walls and we spread them on the fbotpath. :

A ladder wag used to get on top and when the fire was started
by meang of a flare I threw in some ecakes of pitech to get it
reallj'éoiﬁg- The fumes from the burning pitch nearlylgassed
‘us befofe'we'couid éet clear. ' 'However, the whole party got
awvay and retired about half a mile along the railway line and
got home to my house vhere the burning party and the riflemen,
who belqnged to the Column, had breakfast.

We heard afterwards that théVOffiper in charge of the

|
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military was reduced on account of his inactivity that night.
The-mi;itary were very ogficious for a few days afterwards.
Our hoﬁséhwas'réidbd‘thé'night aftef and I was'questione&
closely as to my movements on the night of the burning but
evaded' the cross-examination and was left alone, I ‘had
always;stayed at home and never gone ‘on the run' no matter
what‘oberations I was taking part in, and my name being up
hehind the door - as was supposed to be done by order of the
British, I was apparently beyond suspicion vhen I was found in

the house._
E

i was selected with others from the 1st Battalion,'that |
is, thg Battalion Flying Column, for thé Barnagh ambush. All

. . the Companies of the Battalion in fact were out bleocking the

roads qith trees and trenches and strewing droken bottles on
them. ; " A1l the Wgst Limerick and the North Cork Flying
Columns were engaged on this operation, that is, the ambush.
The QOﬂumns were very well armed and had two machine guns.

In addftion, six mines ﬁ%re planted on the road over a distance
Just bélow the position vhere we lay in wait on the main road
to Abbeyfeale and behind Barnagh station. It was a good

positioﬁ and there was a fine retreat out of it.

We were waiting for a couple of days before the Truce
and myself and'a few others had been told off to pick off the
motor cyclist who rode in front of the enemy who travelled in

four or%fivelorries and were suiposed to have machine guns as

well asirifles.

I ' _ o _
For the first time they did not travel back the same road
as theyihad gone out. We were in position coming on to the

f
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time the Truce was to become effective, but it was only after
12 o'clock in the day thet the British appeared. They had
some jalk with the Horth Cork men, it seems, but I had gone by
~ thils time, to reassure my people at home that everything was ’
alright. ' They and everybody else. had heard firing at
- 12 o! caock wvhen one ‘of the Nerth Cork machine gunners had let

off a few bursts frem his Hotchkiss to announce the Truce.

..+ The Q.c....lst Battalion - Jim Liston - had been 'on the
rnn' d used stop 1n a dug~out we had about a mile from

| Retneahili. He did a 1ot of the nnrmal work that myself as

 Adjutant might have done, such as preparing orders and

despatehes. I ugsed visit the different Companies of the
Battalion te keep control. - We used hold Battalion meetings
at‘which.the Company C.0s. ueed attend end I used be there, of
eOurse o " UWhen a'Brigade neeting wag held at Kilcolman it was
a night's work getting there and back again. It was easler
when Brigade Headquarte?s vas shifted to Garryduff, much nearer

to my own home.

. As Battaiion IQO.ﬂi had to éet.reporta-or enemy movements
from Newcastle West, the unly'plece in the Battalion area where
."they were stationed. I would paes on these reperte to Ned
éréga'n,“the Bi-igede I-e. I had. a number of young chaps in

_the Hewcaetle West COmpany who used supply me with this
1nforma ion and they were very reliable. Joseph Ambrose was
very yoTngat the time but he was one of the best.
|
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