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To Bureau of Milltary History, 26 Westland Row, Dublin, Ireland.

Testimony by Major David Joseph CONROY, Inspector-in-Charge,
Auxiliary Services, Union Defence Forces, Vocrtrekkerhoogte,
South Africa, in connection with his association with the
National Movement in Ireland from 1917 to 1921. Statement
made at Voortrekkerhoogte, S. Africa on 9th February, 1953.

I, DAVID CONROY(also known in South Africa as DAVID JOSEPH

CONROY) was born at Galway, Ireland on 26th April, 1899 where
my father was Manager of the City Gasworks. My mother's name
was Mary (nee Hickey) a native of Kilkee, Co. Clare, and my
father (who was also born in Galway City) was named PATRICK.
My mother died in November, 1905 and my father in February, 1908.
On death of latter I went to live with my uncle (Patrick Hickey)
and aunt (Bridget Hickey later married to John Kelly of Limerick
in l916) at Kilkee Co. Clare.

I first went to school at the Convent of Mercy Galway and
attended the National School at Kilkee (Principal James McGreene)
until about 1913/14. I was a student at St. Mary's College,
Galway from September 1915 to Easter 1918.

I, of course, remember the Home Rule and Volunteer activities
around 1912-14, and attended the big Redmond Volunteer Rally
that was held in Dublin (Phoenix Park) on Easter Sunday, 1915
as a spectator. From an early age I was interested in the
Volunteer movement.

Many of my contemporaries at St. Marys were later members of
the Volunteers (Irish Republican Army) and some of them. e.g.
Michael Joseph O'Hara, of Sligo, and Thomas Woods of N. Clare
(now in charge of the Detective Division of Civic Guards),
attained some prominence in the movement.

My relations were all strong Redmondites and like many others
of my generation I was influenced by the propaganda of the
19l4/18 War and indeed it was only after the Rising of 1916
that I realised that there was a duty on me to assist in the

fight for complete. Irish independence. I attribute much of this
resurgence of national feeling to the atmosphere of St. Marys
and in particular to the influence of some of the Priests on the
College Staff (notably Fathers Thomas Burke and Michael Grogan).
Father Burke (who was also Dioscesan Examiner) had two motor
cycles. I remember him training some boys to ride them so that
one day they could act as Volunteer Despatch Riders - if required.
One student named D. Buckley, from Co. Limerick (whose father was a
School Teacher if I remember correctly) constantly rebuked many
of us who used to sing many of the so called "patriotic" English
songs popular in the War, and indeed brought our real Irish ideas
to the surface.

I was on my way back from vacation when I was held up at Ennis
during the 1916 Rising as a result of activities of the Volunteers
around Gort and Galway. Borrowing a cycle I went to Limerick to
see the expected "fun" there and had my first taste of the English
soldiers when searched by them on bridge between Clare and Limerick.

Being on vacation in Kilkee in 1917 I gave some little assistance
in the East Clare Election Campaign of Eamon de Valera and it was
then I first heard of the Brennan Brothers. In the 1918 General
Election we made Brian O'Higgins our member for West Clare.

I was slightly older than average Student at St, Mary's and had
some rudiments of drill picked up from Volunteers and British

Army Manuals. In 1917, with a view to the future, and with no outside
connections a few of us started to drill the boys at St. Marys.

To page "2"
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We must have disciplined them fairly well because on one of our
Sunday ("crocodile") Walks the President, V. Rev. Joseph Canon
Mitchell M.A., remarked to me how well the boys were walking,
and I know he had a shrewd idea of the reason. He made no remarks
on the drilling, which he must have known of, though his position
if any of us were arrested would have been awkward. We had seen
the R.I.C. keeping the grounds under observation a few times

I went on Easter vacation to Kilkee in 1918, at the height of the
"Conscription Crisis," and took the most active part I could in
the fight against it. In fact I remained at Kilkee and never went
back to St. Mary's for my final examinations which were due in
June. One pleasing incident of this "fight was when I took the
Anti-Conscription Pledge to William Charles Doherty, a Justice of
the peace, and a Protestant who was looked upon as an Imperialist.
He was the first to sign my list which he did on the Billiards
Table of a small club, alongside the Stella Maris Hotel, Kilkee of
which we were both members.

Living at times with my uncle and others with my aunt with my only
sister LENA CONROY I duly joined the Volunteeres and at some stage
took the usual oath of allegiance to the Irish Republic and Dail
Eireann. I later administered the same oath to other members.

The Kilkee men were in the 5th Battalion of the West Clare Brigade.
Brigade Headquarters were at Cooraclare under Sean Liddy. Michael
Fahy was our moat energetic and prominent Officer and indeed the
first Commandant of the real I.R.A. Had he lived I am certain

thatthe 5th Batt. would have taken a much more prominent part in the
subsequent fight than it did. He accidentally shot himself in the

thigh (whilst the run) with a pistol one night and the "boys"
after mush difficulty and with the help of Dr. C.C. Hickey (now a
priest) got him to Barrington's Hospital Limerick, where he was
arrested, and shortly afterwards died. I was one of the firing party
at his funeral at Kilferagh Graveyard.

At the time of Fahy's accident I was in Dublin where I attended
a series of lectures on engineering (explosives in particular)

given, if I remember correctly, by Rory O'Connor and his staff. This
was about October of November, 1920. We had representatives from all
over the country at these lectures which were daily held in different
places in Dublin.

On Fahy being promoted to Brigade Staff JAMES TALTY became Commandant
of the 5th Battalion of which I was then Adjutant. Thomas Marrinan
was Vice-Commandant, Daniel Brosnahan was Quartermaster, and other
members I remember well were two or three boys from two different
Marrinan Families, the Blake Brothers, MacSweeney brothers, Tom
Prendergast, Crotty (Fireman W.C. Railways) and some very solid men
from the poor fishing village of Cusheen with some very find chaps
from around Kilfearagh Way (Sinon MacInerhey, Dan MacGrath, Hickey etc.)
I indeed do not remember many of the names after over 30 years.
At one stage Talty, Marrinan, and Brosnahan were arrested re illegal
drilling of the Fianna (which was Fahy's first love), Fahy

was
not on the

run. Rest were in Belfast jail during some violent riots there.
(I an just giving memories as they come as dates ate vague now).
We were not strong in numbers. Indeed I doubt if we could at any
time muster 20 good men in Kilkee itself and say 30 from the places
just outside Kilkee like Cusheen, Kilfearagh, Moveen, Lislanihan etc.
We were pitifully short of weapons. I once suceeded in purchasing a
German Automatic Postol from a returned soldier with 50 rounds of
ammunition. Shortly afterwards Michael Brennan visited us and this
was shewn to him with pride. His need being the greater that was
the last the Batt. saw of this fine weapon. Wehad, in my time, a couple
of "Bulldog" pistols and 2 Winchester. 22 Repeaters, and a few shot

guns.
To page "3"
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There was also a rather unfortunate tendency in Kilkee to

refrain from any action that might militate against the livli-
hood of the inhabitants of the town who had to depend on this
on a short summer holiday season. The local R.I.C. were not

very active and did not unduly worry us. I remember one of them

giving the "tip" to Brosnahan that Dunbeg R.I.C. Barracks were
to be re-occupied. Brigade headquaters were informed and place
was burned down. Sergeant Corduff was at first in charge of
the Police until replaced later in Black and Tan times. He was
from Donegal and I am sure sympathised with us. He later got
into trouble with the B and T. Constable Nelson once searched

my home for some equipment that I bought from a soldier on leave
from England (or France) and though I know he had a strong case

against me he did not proceed with it, but told an Uncle of mine
that he had "squared" it.

Some members of the Battalion joined the Flying Column when it was
established around Brigade H.Q.

The shooting of the Resident Magistrate named Lindrum at Doonbeg
nearly caused Kilkee to be burned by the B.&.T. but local Parish
Priest (Canon Glynn) negotiated with us for return of the body
and this was averted (the burning). I knew Lindrum's brother

who was a Lieut. - Colonel in the South African Police-later.

I assisted in usual activities of Battalion attending meetings
on Battalion and Brigade level at Kilkee, Kilrush, Cooraclare and
Carrigaholt. We assisted in administering Sinn Fern Courts. We
tried to pick up arms now and again but indeed West Clare was poor
territory for any crop of useful weapons. We made pikes at one

stage (Conscription crisis time). We organised and trained men
with the idea of one day taking part in the general rising and did
not realise that the guerilla war. later waged was having the
desired effect. We occasionally had to "discipline" some of the
local inhabitants (ex-soldier type in particular) who were against
us. Talty and I once used a British Army Trench Tool handle with
effect on one particularly obstreperous individual. We met and
looked after senior officers who visited us on duty. I mention the
Brennans from Meelick, Art O'Donnell, Barrat from Ennis, Willy
Shanahan from Doonbeg (later brutally murdered whilt a prisoner in
the hands of the enemy). The Haughs from north of Kilkee often
came to us. I member bing in Ennis with Michael Fahy keeping
observation on Military drilling early in the mornings at their
barracks and trying to pick up ideas from them.

I remember the excitement caused when after raiding the office of
the local Revenue Official ("The Gauger") we found that similar action
had been taken in well over 200 officies all over Ireland the
same night. We destroyed only documents in connection with Income
Tax. Talty, Tom Marrinan, Tom Prendergast and another Marrinan took
part in raid. We had great difficulty in reassuring the official's
wife who was English that we meant no harm to her or her husband
and children. His name was Kenny. A good fellow who showed no
signs of fear and gave as good to Marrinan (Tom) as he got when
latter abused him for being an English official. I am sure that
he recognised us all. He knew me well. I saw Nelson (then a Sergt.)
of the local R.I.C. visit Kenny following day, but though we took
"avoiding action" we were not worried by authorities then.

Perhaps the case of the local Postman may throw a little light of
some I.R.A. activities and interest the Bureau.

The Postman, George Stapleton, unfortunately became mentally deranged.
The R.I.C. were sent for to take steps to send him to Mental Home
at Ennis, At this time the R.I.C. had ceased to perform, all normal
Police work and they refused to assist in any way. Stapleton's
relatives appealed to us as the patient was violent and had to be
restrained. To page "4".
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We got a motor car, secured the patient, and I, Talty, one of
the Marrinans (not Tom), and another took him to the Mental
Home at Ennis where our real troubles began.

His
Bolter

"Joe"The Resident
Medical Superintendent (Dr. O'Meara I think) received us
kindly but he had certain strict legal formalities to overcome
before he could relieve us of the patient. He feared an action
for damages. He agreed patient Should be detained. After much
argument he agreed that if his staff found the patient running
around their grounds they would have no option but to take
possession of him. George was released. The R.M.S. took his chance
and we were relieved of our responsibility. They told us that
we had made history at their instituition that day as this was
first case of its kind they had. Both staff and patients know
who we were and were much excited. We were shewn around the
premises. One patient told me that he was a better Republican than
I was and in response to a query told me that he had "never
kissed the King". I told him for that matter neither had I. He
laughed, put his tongue out to its full extent, put his finger
to it and said "Didn't you ever to that to a Stamp?". The Stamps
then bore the effigy of England's King. Dr. O'Meara did tell
us that he would later get two of the local Justices of the Peace
to sign certain documents regarding detention of the patients.
However he relieved us of our responsibility before he had a
single document to support him though I think we had some kind
pf a certificate from Dr. C.C. Hickey (now Father Hickey) the
Dispensary Doctor at Kilkee.

In 1919 and 1920 I found myself interested in the Labour Movement
too and for a time was Secretary for the Kilkee Branch of the
Irish Transport and General Works Union which I can say was
brought into existence quietly by local I.R.A. and which was
useful to latter work.

I stood for the Kilkee District on the Republican/Labour Ticket
at the Local Government Elections in 1920 for the Kilrush Rural
District Council and Poor Law Guardians. I was duly elected
and it was decided at a preliminary meeting of the Council to
elect Dan Sheedy of Cooraclare, who was a Commandant in the I.R.A.,
as Chairman of the Council. This was done and I, being the next
higest in rank to Sheedy on the Councial was appointed Vice-
Chairman. In pursuance of thir policy the British shortly after-
wards arrested Sheedy. I then assumed Chairmanship and anticipating
arrest I went definitely "on the run" after the first meeting at
which I presided.

I then at least acquired a certain "nuisance" value as the British
Military from Kilrush made several raids for me in and around
Kilkee. On one of these raids in February 1921 the soldiers did
much damage to my Aunt's home (only occupied that very stormy
night by her and my 17 year old sister) at 14 Grattan Street,
Kilkee, For this damage my Aunt subsequently got some compensation
from Judge, M. Bodkin at Clare County Court.

My health was indifferent for some months and I was treated by Dr.
P.C. Hickey (on some of his periodical visits on leave from his Ship

to Kilkee. His son Dr. C.C. Hickey (now a Priest) also saw me.
Being "on the run" did nor help my condition, I went to Limerick
on a small boat from Cappagh, and thence to Dublin where in

February 1921 I contacted someI.R.A. Officers (one I remember who
assisted me was named Henderson - "Leo" I think he was called) and

they had me examined by a Doctor, who was, if I remember correctly,
attached to the South Dublin Union, and named O'Donnel1. He advised
to to go and rest and recuperate with some cousins I had in London.
There I was treated by a Doctor Smythe (ex Ulster) who had served

in S. Africa in Boer War. He advised me to go to that Country where
he honed the dry climate would benefit me and at end of April 1921
I did what he advised. In Capetown I later mat, in 1921, Mr. Patrick

J. Little T.D., on a mission here, and reported to him, the Truce was
now on. and had that been broken I may have returned to Ireland

This

is

end

of

statement

9/2/1953.

D.J.

Conroy



Appendix

FROM
DR. D. P. MARAIS

(M.D.F.R.C.P.E.)

TELEPHONE2-4632.

THE SOUTHERN LIFE BUILDINGS.
101. ST. GEORGE'S STREET.

CAPETOWN

6th. January 1953.

I have to certify that I saw and examined

Mr. D. Conroy on the 12th. of January 1923.

He had recovered from a pulmonary tuber-

culosis, but was suffering from a relapse with pleurisy.

His general condition was satisfactory and he was recommended

to go to Beaufort West for its dry climate where, under

careful treatment, he made a satisfactory recovery.

David. P Marais

M.D., F.R.C.P.E.



STATEMENT BY MAJOR D.J. CONROY,

Union Defence Forces, Voortrekkerhoogte, South Africa.

To Bureau of Military History, 26 Westland Row, Dublin,
Ireland.

Testimony by Major David Joseph CONROY, Inspector-in-Charge,

Auxiliary Services, Union Defence Forces, Voortrekkerhoogte,

South Africa, in connection with his association with the

National Movement in Ireland from 1917 to 1921. Statement

made at Voortrekkerhoogte, S. Africa, on 9th February, 1953.

I, DAVID CONROY (also known In South Africa as DAVID

JOSEPH CONROY), was born at Galway, Ireland, on 26th April,

1899, where my father was Manager of the City Gasworks.

My mother's name was Mary (nee Hickey) a native of Kilkee,

Co. Clare, and my father (who was also born Galway City)

was named PATRICK. My mother died in November, 19O, and

my father in February, 1908. On death of latter I went to

live with my uncle (Patrick Hickey) and aunt (Bridget

Hickey later married to John Kelly of Limerick in
1916)

at

Kilkee, Co. Clare.

I first went to school at the Convent of Mercy,

Galway, and attended the National School at Kilkee

(Principal James MeGreene) until about 1913/14. I was a

student at St. Mary's College, Galway, from September,

1915, to Easter 1918.

I, of course, remember the Home Rule and Volunteer

activities around 1912-1914, and attended the big Redmond

Volunteer Rally that was held in Dublin (Phoenix Park) on
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Easter Sunday, l9l5, as a spectator. From an early age I

was interested in the Volunteer movement.

Many of my contemporaries at St. Mary's were later

members of the Volunteers (Irish Republican Army) and some

of them, e.g., Michael Joseph O'Hara of Sligo, and Thomas

Woods of N. Clare (now in charge of the Detective Division

of Civic Guards) attained some prominence in the movement.

My relations were all strong Redmondites and like

many others of my generation I was influenced by the

propaganda of the l9l4/18 War and indeed it was only after

the Rising of 1916 that I realised that there was a duty on

me to assist in the fight for complete Irish independence.

I attribute much of this resurgence of national feeling to

the atmosphere of St. Mary's and in particular to the

influence of some of the Priests on the College Staff

(notably Fathers Thomas Burke and Michael Grogan). Father

Burke (who was also Diocesan Examiner) had two motor cycles.

I remember him training some boys to ride them so that one

day they could act as Volunteer Despatch Riders - if

required. One student, named D. Buckley, from Co. Limerick

(whose father was a School Teacher if I remember correctly)

constantly rebuked many of us who used to sing many of the

so called "patriotic" English songs popular in the War, and

indeed brought our real Irish ideas to the surface.

I was on my way back from vacation when I was held up

at Ennis during the 1916 Rising as a result of activities of

the Volunteers around Gort and Galway. Borrowing a cycle

I went to Limerick to see the expected "fun" there and had

my first taste of the English soldiers when searched by

them on bridge between Clare and Limerick.

Being on vacation in Kilkee in 1917 I gave some
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little assistance in the East Clare Election Campaign of

Eamon de Valera and it was then I first heard of the Brennan

Brothers. In the 1918 General Election we made Brian

O'Higgins our member for West Clare.

I was slightly older than average Student at St.

Mary's and had some rudiments of drill picked up from

Volunteers and British Army Manuals. In 1917, with a view

to the future, and with no outside connections, a few of us

started to drill the boys at St. Mary's. We must have

disciplined them fairly well because on one of our Sunday

("crocodile") walks the President, V. Rev. Joseph Canon

Mitchell, M.A., remarked to me how well the boys were

walking, and I know he had a shrewd idea of the reason.

He made no remarks on the drilling, which he must have

known of, though his position if any of us were arrested

would have been awkward. We had seen the R.I.C. keeping

the grounds under observation a few times.

I went on Easter vacation to Kilkee in 1918, at the

height of the "Conscription Crisis", and took the most

active part I could in the fight against it. In fact, I

remained at Kilkee and never went back to St. Mary's for my

final examinations which were due in June. One pleasing

incident of this "fight" was when I took the Anti-

Conscription Pledge to William Charles Doherty, a Justice

of the Peace and a Protestant, who was looked upon as an

Imperialist. He was the first to sign my list which he

did on the Billiards Table of a small club alongside the

Stella Mans Hotel, Kilkee, of which we were both members.

Living at times with my uncle and others with my

aunt with my only sister LENA GONROY, I duly joined the

Volunteers and at some stage took the usual oath of
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allegiance to the Irish Republic and Dáil Éireann. I later

administered the same oath to other members.

The Kilkee men were in the 5th Battalion of the West

dare Brigade. Brigade Headquarters were at Cooraclare

under Sean Liddy. Michael Fahy was our most energetic and

prominent Officer and indeed the first Commandant of the

real I.R.A. in Kilkee. Had he lived I am certain that the

5th Batt. would have taken a much more prominent part in the

subsequent fight than it did. He accidentally shot himself

in the thigh (whilst on the run) with a pistol one night

and the "boys", after much difficulty and with the help of

Dr. C.C. Hickey (now a priest) got him to Barrington's

Hospital, Limerick, where he was arrested, and shortly

afterwards. died. I was one of the firing party at his•

funeral at Kilferagh Graveyard.

At the time of Fahy's accident I was in Dublin where

I attended a series of lectures on engineering (explosives

in particular) given, if I remember correctly, by Rory

O'Connor and his staff. This was about October or

November, 1920. We had representatives from all over the

country at these lectures which were daily held in different

places in Dublin.

On Fahy being promoted to Brigade Staff, JAMES TALTY

became Commandant of the 5th Battalion of which I was then

Adjutant. Thomas Marrinan was Vice-Commandant, Daniel

Brosnahan was Quartermaster, and other members I remember

well were two or three boys from two different Marrinan

Families, the Blake brothers, MacSweeney brothers, Tom

Prendergast, Crotty (Fireman W.C. Railways) and some very

solid men from the poor fishing village of Cusheen with

some very fine chaps from around Kilfearagh way (Simon
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MacInerney, Dan MacGrath, Hickey, etc.). I indeed do not

remember many of the names after over 30 years. At one

stage Talty, Marrinan and Brosnahan were arrested re illegal

drilling of the Fianna (which was Fahy's first love). Fahy

was hot on the run. Rest were in Belfast jail during 5ome

violent riots there. (I am just giving memories as they

come as dates are vague now). We were not strong in

numbers. Indeed I doubt if we could at any time muster 20

good men in Kilkee itself and say 30 from the places just

outside Kilkee like Cusheen, Kilfearagh, Moveen, Lislanihan,

etc. We were pitifully short of weapons. I once succeeded

in purchasing a German Automatic Pistol from a returned

soldier with 50 rounds of ammunition Shortly afterwards

Michael Brennan visited us and this was shewn to him with

pride. His need being the greater, that was. the last the

Batt. saw of this fine weapon. We had, in my time, a

couple of "Bulldog" pistols and 2 Winchester .22 Repeaters,

and a few shot guns.

There was also a rather unfortunate tendency in

Kilkee to refrain from any action that might militate

against the livlihood of the inhabitants of the town who had

to depend on this on a short summer holiday season. The

local R.I.C. were not very active and did not unduly worry

us. I remember one of them giving the "tip" to Brosnahan

that Dunbeg R.I.C. Barracks were to be re-occupied.

Brigade Headquarters were informed and place was burned

down. Sergeant Corduff was at first in charge of the

Police until replaced later in Black and Tan times. He

was from Donegal and I am sure. sympathised with us. He

later got into trouble with the B. and T. Constable

Nelson once searched my home for some equipment that I

bought from a soldier on leave from England (of France) and
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though I know he had a strong ease against me he did not

proceed with it, but told an Uncle of mine that he had

"squared" it.

Some members of the Battalion joined the Flying

Column when it was established around Brigade H.Q.

The shooting of the Resident Magistrate named

Lindrum at Doonbeg nearly caused Kilkee to be burned by the

B. & T. but local Parish Priest (Canon Glynn) negotiated

with us for return of the body and this was averted (the

burning). I knew Lindrum's brother - who was a Lieut. -

Colonel in the South African Police - later.

I assisted in usual activities of Battalion, attending

meetings on Battalion and Brigade level at Kilkee, Kilrush,

Cooraclare and Carrigaholt. We assisted in administering

Sinn Féin Courts. We tried to pick up arms now and again

but indeed West Clare was poor territory for any crop of

useful weapons. We made pikes at one stage (Conscription

crisis time). We organised and trained men with the idea

of one day taking part in the general rising and did not

realise that the guerilla war later waged was having the

desired effect. We occasionally had to "discipline" some

of the local inhabitants (ex-soldier type in particular) who

were against us.. Talty and I once used a British Army

trench tool handle with effect on one particularly

obstreperous individual. We met and looked after senior

officers who visited us on duty. I mention the Brennan's

from Meelick, Art O'Donnell, Barrat from Ennis, Willy

Shanahan from Doonbeg (later brutally murdered whilst a

prisoner in the hands of the enemy). The Haugh's from

north of Kilkee often came to us. I(re)member being in

Ennis with Michael Fahy keeping observation on Military
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drilling early in the mornings at their barracks and trying

to pick up ideas from them.

I remember the excitement caused when after raiding

the office of the local Revenue Official ("The Gauger") we

found that similar action had been taken in well over 200

offices all over Ireland the same night. We destroyed only

documents in connection with Income Tax. Talty, Tom

Marrinan, Tom Prendergast and another Marrinan and I took

part in raid. We had great difficulty in reassuring the

official's wife, who was English, that we meant no harm to

her or her husband and children. His name was Kenny. A

good fellow who showed no signs of fear and gave as good to

Marrinan (Tom) as he got when latter abused him for being an

English official. I am sure that he recognised us all.

He knew me well. I saw Nelson (then a Sergt.) of the local

R.I.C. visit Kenny following day, but though we took

"avoiding action" we were not worried by authorities then.

Perhaps the case of the local Postman may throw a

little light on some I.R.A. activities and interest the

Bureau.

The Postman, George Stapleton, unfortunately became

mentally deranged. The R.I.C. were sent for to take steps

to send him to Mental Home at Ennis. At this time the

R.I.C. had ceased to perform all normal Police work and they

refused to assist in any way. Stapleton's relatives

appealed to us as the patient was violent and had to be

restrained.

We got a motor car, secured the patient, and I,

Talty, one of the Marrinan's (not Tom), his brother "Joe"

and another took him to the Mental Home at Ennis where our

real troubles began. The Resident Medical Superintendent
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(Dr. O'Meara I think) received us kindly but he had certain

strict legal formalities to overcome before he could relieve

us of the patient. He feared an action for damages. He

agreed patient should be detained. After much argument

he agreed that if his staff found the patient running around

their grounds they would have no option but to take

possession of him. George was released. The R.M.S. took

his chance and we were relieved of our responsibility.

They told us that we had made history at their institution

that day as this: was first case of its kind they had.

Both staff and patients knew who we were and were much

excited. We were shewn around the premises. One patient

told me that he was a better Republican than I was and in

response to a query told me that he had "never kissed the

King". I told him for that matter neither had I. He

laughed, put his tongue out to its full extent, put his

finger to it and said, "Didn't you ever do that to a Stamp?".

The Stamps then bore the effigy of England's King. Dr.

O'Meara did tell us that he would later get two of the local

Justices of the Peace to sign certain documents regarding

detention of the patient. However he relieved us of our

responsiblity before he had a single document to support

him though I think we had some kind of a certificate from

Dr. C.C. Hickey (now Father Hickey), the Dispensary Doctor

at Kilkee.

In 1919 and 1920 I found myself interested in the

Labour Movement too and for a time was Secretary for the

Kilkee Branch of the Irish Transport and General Works

Union which I can say was brought into existence quietly by

local I.R.A. and which was useful to latter work.

I stood for the Kilkee District on the Republican/

Labour Ticket at the Local Government Elections in 1920 for
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the Kilrush Rural District Council and Poor Law Guardians.

I was duly elected and it was decided at a preliminary

meeting of the Council to elect Dan Sheedy of Cooraclare,

who was a Commandant in the I.R.A., as Chairman of the

Council. This was done and I, being the next highest in

rank to Sheedy on the Council, was appointed Vice-Chairman.

In pursuance of thir policy the British shortly afterwards

arrested Sheedy. I then assumed Chairmanship and

anticipating arrest I went definitely "on the run" after the

first meeting at which I presided.

I then at least acquired a certain "nuisance" value

as the British Military from Kilrush made several raids for

me in and around Kilkee. On one of these raids in

February, 1921, the soldiers did much damage to my Aunt's

home (only occupied that very stormy night by her and my

17 year old sister) at 14 Grattan Street, Kilkee. For

this damage my Aunt subsequently got some compensation from

Judge M. Bodkin at Glare County Court.

My health was indifferent for some months and I was

treated by Dr. P.C. Hickey (on some of his periodical

visits on leave from his Ship) to Kilkee. His son Dr. CC.

Hickey (now a Priest) also saw me. Being "on the run" did

not help my condition, and I went to Limerick on a small

boat from Cappagh, and thence to Dublin where in February,

1921, I contacted some I.R.A. Officers (one I remember who

assisted me was named Henderson - "Leo" I think he was

called) and they had me examined by a Doctor, who was, if

I remember correctly, attached to the South Dublin Union,

and named O'Donnell. He advised me to go and rest and

recuperate with some cousins I had in London. There I

was treated by a Doctor Smythe (ex Ulster) who had served

in S. Africa in Boer War. He advised me to go to that
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Country where he hoped the dry climate would benefit me

and at end of April, 1921, I did what he advised. In

Capetown I later met, in 1921, Mr. Patrick J. Little, T.D.,

on a mission here, and reported to him. The Truce was

now on, and had that been broken I may have returned to

Ireland.

This is end of statement.

(SIGNED) D.J. CONROY.

9/2/l953.



APPENDIX

From

Dr. D.P. MARAIS THE SOUTHERN LIFE BUILDINGS,
(M.D., F.R.C.P.E.) 101, St. George's Street,

CAPETOWN.

Telephone 2-4632.

6th January 1953.

I have to certify that I saw and examined Mr.

D. Conroy on the 12th. of January 1923.

He had recovered from a pulmonary tuberculosis,

but was suffering from relapse with pleurisy. His

general condition was satisfactory and he was

recommended to go to Beaufort West for its dry climate

where, under careful treatment, he made a satisfactory

recovery.

(Signed) DAVID P. MARAIS

M.D., F.R.C.P.E.


