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ounding Of The Voluntéers-|

R, L..S. GOGAN WTitési=Mr.
4¥-l. Béaslaf’s account of . the
tounding of the Volunteers and their
subsequent; and~from' the: point of
view of Irish history, . peculiar
destiny. i3 by far the best and most

*sympathetic, account so “far pub-
lished. However; in the nature. of
'things no one person could-pretend
to a -full possession of:all relevant
facts in 2 movement of the Kind and
& few of these points, pending the
arrival -of my, own recollections, can
be of interest. T :
THE.I.LR.B. A
First, Mr. Béaslal gives.far. too
much_significance to the ‘status of
the LR.B."" Without:the new frame-
work, it can be taken for granted
,that. the LR.B. would  have - gol
nowhere, and it was.only afterwards
' when. it became a kind of officers’
corps that it served really & useful
purpose. The effective background
of the movement was, of course, the
Gaellc Teague, -thén- a -national
organisation of
and that this was s0'is llustrated
by the names of MacNeill, Pearse
and The 'O'Rahilly and. jndeed, of
Mr. Béaslai himself. = 't L
Thls,, however, does not. exciude
from positions.of real importance in
the general hulld-up men of-real im:
portance’ and abllityxilke Mr. Leu-
rence "' -Kettle, Peadar . Macken
(Labour), or the few:A.Q.H. people,
to say nothing of members of- the
en* shadowy body ‘of -Sinn Fein,
like Pitzgibbon and Kent; the latter
ulso Gaelle' League. Besldes, we, have

role
w
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elle-
to include Plunkett,K and Mac]
and some others who could be given
no specific labels.. .,. - .
MacNEILL'S CHAIRMANSHIP' p
v In -ome article Mr., Béaslal  ahil-

'

madverts on  MacNeill's - chairman-
ship. -Perhaps he does not- mean
what I thought he meant but

MacNelll's position as such’ was In
fact ea complete aa -could be de-
sired. However, if what he meant
was that MacNeill -had no husiness
walking. away with the movement

&s if he was the G.O.C., I 'agree that
no such office was vested dn 'him, as
far 1s -1 know T A

This now brings me to the question
of initiating that decisive -act: Flrst)
in regard to the strategy involved he
fs doubtless correct In putiing 1t
down to Joseph Plunkett; but Eimar
O'Duffy, & testy but able little man
with 8 Clongowes and British officers’
training corps background, has to be
inecluded, In fact these problems
were a speclal Interest with what per-
haps might be called., (from Count
Plunkett’s residence at the time) the
+Elgin.Road or even the “'Irish Review
group.” It came.as surprige to rgg_
to remd thafs the, night oparatio
carried, out ih the e¢lty ‘some tlme
befors the Rising and regarded by all
as o practice for the real thing was
just a bit of fun on Mr, Beaslal's
part, I always thought it was a
planhed saffalr and that Eimar was
the effective author. -

To return to the apecial point. The
background of the outbreak was an
early .decislon of the Provisional
Committee that any attempt on the
part of the British executive to
suppress the Volunteers was 10 be
met with resistance. Out of this
arose the absurd pike-msaking pro-
posal; but absurd or not, It shows
the existence of this policy-making
declslon. This probosal was not the
invention of the few LER.B. peaple on
the Committee, but of the Com-
mittee as a whole and' was unanl-
mously arrived at. -

N
v
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enormous - potency;

Just beforewthe Rising and behavingj

THE O'RAHILLY . ° -

Lo

The position of The O'Hahllly.in
the "“coall-off * s to,me obscure, He
gave me to understand two or three
weeka before the actual Rising that
all was set for this event., It was
consequehtly a matter of surprise to
me when ~"he followed MacNeill's
Instructions In participating in that
atep. Was this obeying the. order of
a man whom he consldered his
commander or his own gemonnl
decislon that the guns on the Aud.
80 .painfully sought after and ‘so
frivolously. sacrificed. were an
easentlal - factor? His herolc self-
sacrifice was  evidence of - sound
|motivations. But clearly. the. Risine
was no monopoly of the ILR.B. This
la. not to be taken as in any way
diminishing the part played by the
members,  Quite the contrary, But
a disproportion. not ‘in accord with
hiatorical fact _is quite clearly
Mr.. Béaslai's writing 'in
this regard. - It may come as a sut-
prise to him to know that the Iate
M. J. Jud%e. who was rather a bete
nofre of the I.R.B. group., and then
more ot less.”in Coventry" was
, |ready to take a hand in the Rising.

IASSISTANT SECRETARYSHIP

The affair of the Assistant Secretary-
ship which very nearl% finished the
organisation before it became one is
intereatingly referred to by Mr.
Béaslal. . It became, during the early
Imeetings at Wynn's Hotel, far more
iplvotal than the business of organis-

ng an Irish army and one s forced
to describe the' agquabbles .‘as
! typleally Irish.” R S
. I never knew the names of the two
,candidates who started the furore,
'One I recall as being described in the

‘crude parlance of the day as “a Hib
from “Belfast.” Accordlng to Mr.
Béaslal the other was the heroch
Liam Mellowes. He also glves one to
understand that Mr. Bulmer Haobsnn
. resiste his candidature,” Yet my
.memory of the -debates is that the:
-antagonlsts on one-side were Mr, Hob-
son and Colonel Moaore ‘and on thel
other Mr. Judge and MAr. Lennan.
both members of the A.O.H. It arose:
of course from the notlon that who-|
ever hecame assistant secretary would:
exert excessive contral. '

- It was to put a stop to thiar
initial " and dangerous. hysteria that.
I volunteered to take the post which
I held till, much the worsa for weay,
I resigned the following May. It was
only then that Mellowes took over
and only for a few .weeks, I may
add that on that occasion I urged
;| MacNelll to oppoee hls_a.Ppointment.‘
ZIhe latter asked: * ¥, {8 [t because
8 18 ico closely associated with
Hobson?"--surely a symptomatle -re-i
ply? My reason was quite otherwise.
Mellowes was eaelly the most suc-
cessful and most rellable of .Volun-
teer - organisers we possessed and.
had, in fact, to'be released for these
duties immediately afterwards. Hence,
Mr Béaslaf's account of this rather
griblca.l aflair seems somewhat blurred
O me; - |

‘NOMINEE CRISIS - -

Again, .his Interpretation of ths
Nomines crisis scarcely " wholly
correct This move did not»:begin
with Redmond as he suggests, It
began with the Committee, or rather
1ts Chalrman (MacNeill) and was by
no means poo-peohed. It began by
his wrlting to Redmond to suggest
that the tlme had arrived for rloser
collaboration between the Yolunteers
then grown te enormous numbers
and the Irish Party, as the one hold-
‘ng or clalming to hold Irish. alle-

ance. - The suggestion was that

edmond  would. be glven three
agreed representatives on the Com-
mittes, one of whom was_ to he the

1
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late Dy’ Michasl Dw“"‘l"—
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: 4s o8 & result of tnis forres-
pogd‘:nce that Redmond cume back
with' nis ouirageous proposal backed
with a threat of disruption.” ‘This
reply is completely-out of tone with
‘| eurrent aftalts. and we can presume
that a stronf;r. power thaw Red-
mond’'s wes involved. Thus, while

'the initlative " In
certainly- not Redmond’s. -1t 18 llkety
that the
not wholly his either.: . :
CITY -HALL MEETING . L
Again® ¥ think Mr, Beéslai"efrs tn
saying that these people brandished
revolvers, ©-af the meeting® which
brought the short llved.assoclation to
a close in the Councl] Chamber of
the City Hali, I think I had rather a
better . view,. havihg chosen , to':slt
amongst: the ,“Nominees™'- in ‘pur-
suance of' a long-established habit of!
mine. The gentleman sitting} beside
‘me who ougnt on several.grounds.to
thave known better, assumingi I was
of “theirs,” did show me ‘a..revolver
and indicated his keen readiness to
luge "it. And, “no.doubt., thers” were
‘others weapons present] - S
:Mr.: Bedslal, ' however; *might: well:

have -recorded, aiso, that at the. pre-|
‘Vious joint -meeting The O'Rahilly;

rour Hon.Tresgurer, who had ordersi
to produce ' his financial papers ‘for
the inspection of his new and rather
overpowering ‘opposite number, had
thought it wise to do so'under the
protection -of artilleryl =~ % - .~

I stlll remember with. horror the
blow. dellvered ,at Pearse in the Clty
Hall, and have often wondered if he
was not.-then recelving his new
pecolade ap leader, S e

Much too much of a fuss-has been
made of the incident of the Nomi-
nees for all the-grganisation lost. 1n
effect, "was® & vagt™ overhead . -of
unarmed " mée .
count -was taken- there were atill
~avatlable : 13,000 ' active Irish Vaoiun-
"teers, if iny metnory ‘is [correct, for
ymost of whom there were atill- no
weapens [ - R Y
+1 hobae this wiil not be taken in any
woy as diminlenihe the.standing of
‘Mr. Béaslal'a account. Few- were more
intimate .'from the start with; the
esaential ‘factors. “He h a: high
degree of sensibility too! which.made
for *exact , appreclation . and. - hils
services- to ~ his' ormanisation were
immense.»Would that the results had

violent steps --taken Wwers I

and. when  the 'new|

Jeen- less “uneven l.-'° & -0
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It can be noted in addition that I advised
against Davitt on this occasion. ¥e had come

on the platform for the foundation meeting at
th~ Rotunda kink, then later opposed the
formation of ihe Collrge Volunteer Corps
{unsuecrssfully). I thougzht this adeguate

grounds for avoidi

ng wim,
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