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Dublin.

' Due to my inability_to earn a living in
Belmllet, Co. Mayo, I left there in 1907 to seek
work in Scotland.

I vent to Mothervell where I met a number of
older people from my own pa;tlof‘the qqun;;y,“igglgding
my uncle, John Mills. In 1912 my uncle and some of
the others 1nvited me to Join the I R B. I agreed -
and was initiated into the No. 1 (Motherwell) Circle by
Mr. Hugh O'Connor, who was Centre at the time. Mr,
Canavan vas District Centre and Mr. Mulholland the
:ep:esentatiﬁe on thQ:Sup:eme Coquil. A few weeks
before the ﬁising Mr. Canavan died; Mr. Hugh-0'Connor
became;Dist;iqt éentre'and.my'unclerbgcame antref There
were no I,R.B, activities of any account before 1916.
M. Mulholland attended a meeting of the Supreme
Council shortly befqré the Rising but did not pass on
to us any definite information. On his ;qtu:p'a meeting
was held at which three Circles - two fram Motherwell
and one from Wishaw - were represented. He gave some
hints about a Rising but d4id not mention épy_@egipite
plans, or arrangements. As a result of this none of the
members of these three Circles were able to take part
in the Rising. The first intimation of the Rising
thie members had was the report in the papers on Easter
Tuesday Morning. No Volunteer Organisation existed

in Motherwell at this time.

~ Before the Rising we had visits from Sean

McDermott and P.T. Daly.
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- After the Rising Mr. Mulholland was asked to
resign and Mr. Andy Fegan bedame the representative to
the Supreme Council. Hugh Q'Conyor_rgsigpgd his N
appointment as District_centfe and Mr. Mick Burke was
appointed. My Uncle résigned and I became Centre of
the No,t@ot@erwell)@ircle.‘ I ;emained as_Ceqtrq‘unﬁil
the dissolution of the I.R.B. in Motherwell in 1922.

o pra:ds the end of 191¢ JQeMV;ze came over from
G.H.Q. and organised the Volunteers in Motherwell. The
2nd_§gttaliqn was formed and (the 1st Battalion was in
Qlasgow),“Pgddy Clinton was gppoin?ed_??f;ggr Cqmmanding
the Battalion. William Doherty was appointed Officer
the Motherwell Company. I was appointed Lieutenant |
'and Joe Sweeney was appointed 2/Lieutenant. Patrick
Hugpes,was_appointed_qurter@asﬁer. wThg s?rgngtgugfdyhe

Company vas about forty, At the beginning membership
| of the Qompany was confin?drtq_I.R.B. mgmber;_but later
non-I.R,B. men who were considered to ﬁe“:eliap}gmwgre ]
taken in. The strength of the Company_ﬁhen inereased to
about seventy. The Officers were selected from members

of the I,R.B.

We had a small hall in Shielmuir where we met
and drii;ed with wooden rifles. The Company as a whole was
not armed, fhough some individuals had revolvers of their
own, Frqm the Dumps of arms which we were 901}?ctipg
to send tohIreland we got_revolvers for the purpose of
demonstration and training in their use. ?he_maih N
activities of the Compahy was‘the cgllection_of-Armg,
ammunition and explosives to send to Ireland. Prior
to the arrival of Joe Vize to_organisé.tge Volunteers

there had been no activities of note in the area,

During 1918 and 1919 I was mostly engaged in the
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procuring of ‘arms and ammunition._ When these were
obtained they were put in suit cases and two men or, if
the consignment wgs_la:gg, three men took them to
Liverpool. _ngqsually left Glasgow by the 10.10 a.m.
train for Liverpool and got off at either Bootle or
~ Aintree station.. At Bootle we handed over the arms and
ammanition to Neill Kerr or his associate, Steve Lanigan.
Neill Kerr and lanigan arranged for their shipment to
'Dublin. '

~ Joe Vize used to come over_ggp@ Dublin and would
sometimes stay as long as three months. On one of these
visits early in 1919 he arranged a deal with a
Quartermaster Sergeant in Hamilton Military Barracks,
whe:eby he got 10 or 12 rifles and ammunition. We went
to the Barracks late in the evening to a point arranged
by the Quartermaster. Two_of_Sur_me@bernglimbgd‘qvgg»“
~ the wall got the rifles from the Quartermaster and handed
‘them down to the remainder of the waiting members who
carried them sway under their coats, Joe Vize vas fn
‘ chgrgg of the party. Some of the others taking part were
Jim Byrne, Mick Burke, Equard Iucy, Charlie McMahon,
Hugh McGrory and myself. The Quartermaster was charged
with the_offence and_sentenced @6 ;mgr;gggggpy.'JOQnyhe
'gignipg_ofhyhe_rgggty Michael Collins insisted on and

obtained his release.
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) Explosives were dbtained in raids on magazines

belonglng to coal mines in the surrounding towns. No

one was ever arrested in connection with the raids.
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In other cases members of the Company working in
mines carried out explosives without being- detected. These

explosives were mostly sent %o Liverpool.

On one occasion I was sent to meet a man in Glasgow
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and gave him a parcel which contained detonators, which
had been obtained from the mines. The ‘man was later o

caught on- the Glasgow to Dublin boat with the detonators.

~ In October 1920 the 2nd Battallon carried out a
nlght rald on a Terrltorial Army Drill Hall in Bothwell
which is between Motherwell and _Glasgow., Two Volunteers,
one with a Scottlsh accent, were dressod’up in -
Lanarkshire Constabulary Uniforms. These two men -knocked
on the door and when the caretaker asked who was there,
thoyreplied “Constabulary on duty". ~ When he opened the
door .a 1little and saw the uniforms he was . taken of{ his

guard and admitted them, . The party then seized the
caretaker, tied him up and carried off thirty-eight
rifles and bayonets, which were put.into a small lorry
and driven away by Henry Coyle. Charlie Magimiyas on the
lorry with Coyle. The lorry had just been driven away

when I heard a shot. I went around to some of the ‘men

They pointed the positj_.on Wh‘?.lt‘?_ the shot was_ fired, 5[
rushed to the place whicﬁfgggateway where two other”men

. were on guard and sav a policeman lying on the ground
with a man standing over him and about to fire another
shot at him. There was a strike on at the time and the
police were on the alert for any suspicious movements.
The policeman saw the two men in the gateway and had .
asked what they were doing out at this time of night when
one of the men fired and wounded him in the arm. The
policeman fell and the Volunteer, finding he was still
alive was about to fire again., I advised all the men
to scatter, warning them to keep to the fields and avoid
the roads. The warning was not heeded by two men who
were caught walking along the open road, armed with

revolvers. They were sentenced to terms of &mprisonment
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on charges of possession of arms and wounding of the

policeman. They were released at the general amnesty. .
If I hadn't come in time to the man standing over the
wounded policeman they would have been charged with

marder.,

_ Following this incident, on the suggestion of Andy
Fegan, a purchasing Committee was set up. Andy Fegan

was in charge and the other members were - Mick Burke

Jim Byrpe, Barney Quinn and H}YS‘:’?-f - _The purpose was to
provide money for the purchase of arms by any member of
the Volunteers who was in a position to do so, to

co-ordinate the purchase and dispatch of arms anﬁ

ammunition through the proper chamnels to right quarters.,

This led to much better organisation. The members: of

J T L

the purchasing committee had the funds and authority
-to purchase arms. £3.10.0. was the price fixegi'for
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a revolver and £4. 10. O. for an automatic. The money

came from G.H.Q. through Joe Vize or Joe Furlong;
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~When Joe Vize was in prison Joe Furlong came in

- his place.

..... - S S e = P o

_On one occasion he was a.sked_. by the police to

account for his presence in Motherwell. He seemed to

ea:tiefy_;he euigk_;erities but D.P, Walsh was sent in his
place for a time. - - '
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In Wishaw, a man, his wife and son, whose names

I cannot ;]ust now recall, had done a lot of good work,

o

- in collecting arms in the area and storing them in

their-'house. D.P. Walsh on .one, of his visits, against
the advice of _591!‘_‘3__0_-_‘?_,_}1,9: s decided that the arms should

be packed in:a box, marked as machinery, and dispatched
to Hammond Lane Foundry in Dublin. The -consigmment



was caught in transit by the BBitlSh Authorities.

The son wgs"traeed as.on§ of the person§_yh9 hgpded in
the box to the Rai}way Company. The Father, Mother and
son were afterwards arrested and all suffered

imprisonment.

_ The arms were taken out of the box bj-the British
filled with some other material and sent on to iis
T destination. It lay at the North Wall Dublin, for about
three weeks ang‘as there wgsﬂgo_g;gnVQf“apjgne calling

for it the British Authorities took it away.
S . & . L -
tral ohollsy
D.P. Walsh told me, jr=t before the Truce et a man

named Carty from Sligo who had been on the run came to
He (D.P.7Walsh) qrganlsed a_pgrtyiﬁg rescue p;m from
the prison van as he was being brought from the prison
to the Court for trial. The van was held up but when
it was discovered that the door was locked on the inside
a shot was fired tp_break'thg_;ock. ) T@islsbpt killed
a’ police sergeant named Johnstone who was travelling with
the prisoner. The attempt failed and led to the rounding
up of abgup 40 Voluntee:s._d8¢ap Qipggg_who pad“takenA“
a leading part in the rescue was sentenced to‘degyp”for
the shooting but was saved by the Truce. D.P. Walsh
was recalled and reprimanded by Michael Cgli;nqnfor the
loss of the arrested men and dislocation of the
organisation, through the attempted rescue of a man who
had no authority to be in Scotland. |

O'Dare became a Lieutenant in the National Army
and was killed in 1922 in a fight with a party in Sligo
led by Carty.
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During the Truce there were no activltles 2

beyond the moving of arms and ammunition already on hand .



_ Mick Burke _wl_iile he was in Motherwell as District
Centre of the I.R .B. rendered great assistance in
px_'ocur:_%.ng and storing arms and ammunition. Although

‘ for two years it was not unusual for as many as four

or five men to visit his house in ope day, he
evidently wasn't suspected as his house was never

raided,
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Signed: W{W
(Patrick Mills)
Date: _g.z,-;,(, Sttt ‘PS 2
22nd December, 1952,

Witness: W

(J. Kearns) ‘Comd't.
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