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Statement by Miss—fmee—Eoerington

Barry's Hotel,
Gt. Denmark Street,

DUBLIH,.

I'became manégeress of the Crown Hotel adjoining
the Gresham in 1919. Before that I had been in the
Spa Hotel, Iucan. Whenever Sean McKeon came to
Dublin he stayed at the Crown under various names,

Mr. Brown, lir, Green, Mr. Black etc. A man called
Congzgg who was afterwards a Colonel in the Army often
came up with him. Various other people such as the
Connollys ¢ Sean Connollys relatives -~ visited him
regularly. Collins came several times. Dan Breen

used to be in there quite a lot.

Sean McGarry and Dan Kavanagh - he was a traveller
from Wicklow - used to stay in the Crown too. Dick
- | Cotter stayed regularly. One hight there was a raid
by the Auxiliaries. Evidently when Bob Price came
a short time before Curfew to visit Dick he must.have
been spotted. I had told Bob that Dick was not in -
and I thought he #Was not - ahd ne left. All the time
‘Dick was in my‘sittingroom'and I found him there and
_I made him go up to bed. The Auxiliarieé visited‘
~every room, leaving tine light on in each as they left.
They visited Dick's as well, but he was asleep and as
he was without his teeth and his glasses he was not
.recognised'and they put out the 1ight in this case,
" One Auxiliary came in off the street and said there must
be a secret room as there was one window without light.
I went out into the street to see which room it wvas
and I recoénised'it as Dick's, They went up again
anﬂ.switéhed ont the light. Dick only grunted and they

said "We have been here before", and left. The
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- : Auxiliaries were puzzled - it:wmsperfectly clear that

they had some definite informatlion about Dick or
Bob Price and that they meant business that night and
they asked me was there any way one couid getlout of
the hotel except by the front door,‘as there was 10

: back door. I said it was possible to get across the
roof of the Oxford Billiard Rooms underﬁeath.and
into the Granville next door., I lknew that the Granville
did not keep any of the lads on the run. The two
hotels were ouned bﬁ the same Belfast Company. The

S Auziliaries raided the Granville then to the
indignation of the Manageress Who phoned her Directors
the following day, saying that thelManagér@sshof the
Crown was keeping some dirty Sinn Feiners.- It was
Sedn McGarry that told me this plece of Qews'whichﬁ
was obtained by the tapping of the wires., She also

came in and abused me for drawing the rald on her

premises . HNothing was found in this raid.

-

Dan Breen gtayed in the Crown several times.
He had various people with him from time to time,
Sean Treacy, Sean Hogan and others whose names I did
not know. On one occasion about 6 or 7 of them came
and they were in a dreadful condition. They had been
sleeping insicde the walls surfounding g ome church
Tor several nights and had a few days crowvth of beard.

them some sort of a shakedowmn.

4

o giv

[0

Dan begged me

The hotel was full of guests and I went and took
some of the mattresses from the beds and placed
them on the drawing-room floor, leaving the guests with

only the box springs.
They only stayed one night. I fed everyone

. ' that came in lilke thsat.

T : Several other wanted men whose namés I cant

,JJL

now remember, stayed at the Crown, yet we never had
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another raid except the one I have referred to.

On Bloody Suﬁdajrmorniﬂg a few of the British
Officers who were staying at the Gresham Hotel were
shot ..and a short time after the porter, William Ingram,.
was arreéted anﬁ brought to the Glasshouse prison in
the Curragh where he was beaten and genéraily ill-
treated. Possibly they were trying to extract some |
information from him. He was devoted to the Volunteers
énd would have done anything for them. He belonged
to some battalion. I dont know which. He was
released after some time but the Gresham would not
take him back. Jim Joyce from Hayo who was a patrbn
of the Gresham previous to this, stopped going there
and came to the Crown. He asked me to give & Jjob
to William and I took him as a portér, as somebody
happened to leave., He came with me aftepwards in 1922
) _ wvhen I bought Barry's ﬁotel\and.stayed with me t1ll he
‘had to go into hospital to die. His bfother—ihflaw

is still with me as head waiter,

' Sean McKeon was staying in the Crown Hotel in
Ap:il 1920, Hb was probably up to meet Collins and
‘hé had a visitor, a young girl from Westmeath or

- . Longford. fHe took her inﬁo the smoké room of the
hotel and sat down at a large table that was there.
She sat on the other side right opposite him. He
told her that he had a message to send by her - I
think to some member of his Company in Longford. He
took a sheet of paper and started writing out the
message and when he had finished he put it in an
envelope which he closed amd hénded to her. He was
not aware that she had foilowed every word as he wrote

- ' it and therefore knew the contents of the message.
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She'dqu delivered the message to whoever it was for
and the néxt morningrearly_she wvent to an anle
of hers, a retired R.I.C. man and told him ﬁhe-massage
that McKeon had sent. I dont kunov the name of either
the girl.or'hér undle; I never saw her'before‘or
since. -Probébly Sedn himself woui& be able to give
the informatidg. Evidently the uncle went to the
"Tans and told ﬁhem about the message which‘gave the
- clue about the train he intended to travei by. As &
Tresult the‘tfain was met in-Huilingar by the Tans
vho started to search for McKeon. He made a dash
for the gate and drew his gun but was caught after
being wounded, and sent to prison. I did_not see
him again until he was let out of Mouptjoy. The'
Crown was the first house he nade for. I dont think
‘he knew anyoﬁe as well as he knew us. We were always
hmfﬂm@.ﬂ%ﬁrQ%;A;mM?ﬁﬁfﬁum%mkj
About a week before the Truce I bouzht
Bérry's Hotel which had been run by a Miss O'Dea who
also kép? some of the lads anrthe run.  Owen O'Duffy
and Eaménn Coogan stayed there for a lohg time and
the place vas never raided. She then bought Baggot
HQuSe, much smaller premises, She afterwards married

an ex~-T.D, from Galway and both are dead since.

I went into‘regidence in Barry's Hotel a couple
of weeks before thé I.R.A. Convention which took place
in March 1922. We had a dreadful crowd of guests for
that occasion, a 1ot of them ffom Galﬁay and the West,
There was terrific excitement. There was great
diversity of views and they were arguing‘it out .
They.never came to blows. I remember especially a

’ » ' man called Mr. Kennedy from Dunmoré, Co. Galwey, who

spoke very strongly against the Treaty. The discussions
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were véry hegted but I had no time to listeﬁ to them
as we were so busy trying Lo keep the meals and the
beds going aﬁd we did not yet know our way about too
well. All the old Barry-Hotel visitors continued to
come there and sbout three quarters of the Crown
visitors followed me, although I did not canvass them.
The Convention visitors remained for a few days: Hany
of those came Pack again in May and remained until the .-
fighting started in June. Among the visitors I
especially remember Liam Lynch, Moss Twomey, Dick
Barrett and Joe McRelvey from Belfast. Joe's mother
came to visit him during these weeks and I nust say
I have never seen a son show so much devotion and
respect &8s he did to his mother. He treated her like
a gueen. t was wonderful to sée it and it has alirays
stuck in my mind. Liam Lynch was a marvélldus
character apﬁ the other lads used to warn us not to
say anything flippant before him, as he was very
religious and they looked upbn him as a saint.- Affter
Liam's death, about Augﬁst or September, his mother
came to see.us and wanted to find out eferything e
_knew about.Liam. She went to see the room he had
oceupied. She wanted to walk in his foofsteps she said;
Shé'did not stay in the house. Barret was a very nice
boy too and had a good sense of humour. He was a
delicate sort of lad. I think he was a teacher from
Cork. They were lovely people to have in the house,
they ﬁere so well-behaved. Moss Twomey and Dick Barreit
who were very jolly commandeered Jim Joyce's car and
drove us out to Howth and Malahide past gim's owm ..
place. They had commandeered a wvhole lot of cafs as
well as Jim's. He was not staying at Barry's at that
. , time. At thet time they had their headquarters at

Parnell Square. Later they marched to the Four Courts
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from Barry's. They formed up outeide the thei.
They were accompanied by a Cémpany from‘Tipperaxy
including Bill Quirke. While the Republicans were
imprisoned at a later date, I came in from town cne
evening. 1 was_told that_there wvas a present valting
for me uﬁstairs. I went up and found Hoss Twomey
sitting in my room. He had escaped from jail. I
understood it was froﬁ Mount joy. He stayed the night

and it was too dangerous Yo stay longer so he found

some safer place,

At the outbreak of the civil war the first
place attacked in the North side vasg the Fowler ﬁall
which was occupied by'the Renublicans and which ﬁhey
had to leave. The morning of the attack William,
my .porter, went déwn to the rere of the building énd
climbed some stens to‘see what was happening. He
poked his head in the dbor at the top of the steps.
e were watching him and wve éaw him sudcendly
withdraw his head from a flying bullet  He had
a narroiv escave. The people inéide;the building
thought he vas one of the attascking party. Ile
hastened vack to us and within an hoﬁr our own hotel
was occupied by the Republicans and the Citizen army.
Madame Markievicz was in charge of the Citizen Army
and the leaders of the Republicans wvere there from
time to time, including De Valera, Barton. I cannot
remember the others. There were other women there too
but I did not know them. This was on the Tuesday
morning and the leaders were there till Wednesday
night. They established their headquarters in the
dining room. The first thing they did was to knock
all the glass out of the doors and windows. They.
sandbagged the windows and stuck guns out between

the bags. They allotted different rooms to the
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vafiousApurposes. They cleared out all the visitors -
about forty - giving them barely time to pack their
bags. They cleared out the staff, but I refused
to go and Miss Keogh and William the Porter stayed
with me, The Headﬁuarters Staff left on
.Wedhesday‘night and took over the Hamman but they left
a garrison in Barry's. The I.R.A, brought in oceans
of food But T thought it queer that they 4id not want
to givé us any of it. We were not allowed to pass
through the rooms they occupied. I caﬁt remember
“howiwe vut in our time during the occupation, I was
half out of'my mind thinking of -all the money I owed
the bank which financed the purchase of the hotel and
,l_now saw Lhe possibility of the whole place gbing
up in smoke. This was the reason I refused to leave
- although they pointed out the risk I was runaing by
‘staying. I cammot remember anything about those days
because I was so distraught. They had the doors
barricaded with my good tables and furniture. They
did not use the door opposite Rutlend Place for fear
of béing Tired on but they opened up the door of the
second house., At each side of the innér_hall which
this door led into.they bored holes for guns for
the protection-of this door. They did all their
cooking in the kitchen. I never went near it. HMiss
Keogh or somebody else used tolbring me up & pot of

tea, i

|
\

. ' |
When Moran's hotel which was %lso occupied

by the Republicars was being shelled ﬁhe garrisonlin
Barpy‘s began'boring holes in the walis of the houses
at each side of the hotel to assure é:way of escape
in case of an attack; Az I wvent up the stairs 1 saw

them at this work bubt when I came dovn a short LHTime

. | aftervards they had got word to leave [the hotel and .
. |
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they cleared out advising us to go with them as they
were leaving land mines - one under the front door

and another under the roof in the top storey. They
left guns stieking out the window when they were
going. However, the three of us stayed and I aslked
the man wﬁo‘was preparihg the mines to cut the wires
if that was humanly possible, but that if he had to |
do his duty, he could do it, but that we were staying.
Ve knelt down to pray and I believe I’said prayers
fhat were never heard before or since. Thé man at the
mines touched me on the shoulder and said "It is all
right, Hiss, I have detached them." Before they
left, they went very hard on us to throw in our lot
with them and take our chance with the other women

of Cumann na mBan who were with them. I said "If the
house is going uvp I will EO UD with it. We have no-

- wvhere else to go."

When they left ocur place William bolted all
the doors and I went round all the rooms, switched
on the lights and pulled in the'guns - about a
dozen of them - from the windows and stuck them up
the chimney'in the smoke-room. -They were, found by
the Free State soldiers when they came - I think on
the following morning. Willjam protested at my
putting on all the lights saying that it was asking

for trouble.

Vhen the garriéon left, either HMiss Keogh:or
Villiam suggested puttiné out a white flag to save
us from being shelled, but I refused, saying I
would réther he bloﬁn up. We were not-attacked by
the Free Sta@e Ariny, although they searched the
place and took awvay any &rms etec. that were left.
. . ‘ I had gathered up various papers cocntaining lists of

names of the whole garrison and instructions etc.
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issued during the occupation. I am giving these to the
Bureau. A 1otlof such papers have been already given
avay to souvenier hunters. I should have mentioned that
one of the garvison was shot by a sniger_on,the Wednesday
night oun the way down to the Hammam .and his bpody

was brought back to our hotel. It was left for the

night behind a écreeﬂ én the landing. It was removed -
pfobabiy for burial.- on the following day, but I never

saw them bringing in a coffin or anything.

The night after the garrison left a couple of
fellows, probaﬁly thinking there was nobody in the
house broke in to Loot. Miss Keogn, myself and tThe
cook who had returned, had brought our beds downstairs
to the dining room where there was a 1ift to the
kitchen. Ve heard z noise and I went to the 1ift
where we distinetly heard voices. Ve were afrald to
go dovn go we called Wiiliam and Miss Keogh ovpened
the front deoor and asked a passerby for help. He said
he would send somebody up from the corner. Four or
five Free State soldiers came with a machine-gun.

Some of them went down the kitchen s%airs and called
upon the intruders to come out. Instead they retreated
to the scullery under the area steps. The soldier ‘
with thg machine gun tbok up his peosiftion on the steps
of the otﬁer house and fired. We heard a'most awiul
scream and the soldiers went into the scullery and

! ' . -
brought out the thres looters. One of thém was wounded.
by a bullet which entered through the mouth into the
brain. They brought him to the Mater - I think, in an

ambulance - whgre he died almost immedistely.

The Republican garrison left a large quantity
of food behind them. A& party of them called a day

or two afterwards with a van and took a good deal of it.
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They left the bread end ve were bringing this up from
thé kitchen for days and throwving it out the door to
people on the street who lopked half starved. Ve
could not open the door wide to give it to them,.as ve

vere afraid they would rush in and mob us.

As a result of this experience I got neurotic
rheumatism and had to get treatmsnt in Harrogate tﬁice.
It was while I was the:e that my case Tor compensation
came and it was Miss Keogh who nad to represent me.

‘I got the compensation but it barely covered what the
contractor charged me. There wag so much work of

this kind to be done that the contréct@rs vere able to
charge whatever they liked. I started ﬁo take visitors
before the glass was put in the windovs, I'kept the

shutters shut.

I have nothing more to tell you.

SIGHID: LM_;{M_./%

(Annie Farrington)

DATE: Ly Jut 19852 .
(Nov. 14th 1952).

Iy ’
WITHESS: f A é”'?d"o:/:-) _
(S. Hi Chiosain)
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