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STATEMENT BY J. J. DOYLE,

ORIGINAL 4.5745
o BUREAUCFnﬂLﬁARYHwTonv1m3Q1I :

48 Cabra Drive, North Circular Rqad,

Dublin,

I was born in Din Léoghaire on 28th February, 1881.
My father was a painting contractor. He, was chairman
of the Bray Branch of the Land League. He wés sentenced
to a month's imprisonment on account of his activities
in connection with the League. On his release he
received a great welcome from the nationalists of Bray.
The greater part of his clients were of the gnionist
class, and as a result of the publicity he réceived, the
unionists ceased to give him contracts, with{the result
that his bﬁsiness was seqiously affected and he was

forced to leave Bray and establish himself in Dublin,

I was a-fouﬁder member of the Catholic Boys'
- Brigade, Church Street, and of which I am now Honorary
Colonel. A first-aid class was formed underithe
i

auspices of the Brigade, Surgeon Fagan being ﬁhe

Instructor.

Before the Burgh Quay disaster which océurred in1905,
two o%ficers of the Catholic Boys' Brigade~&né three
officers of the Boys' Brigade (Protestant) founded the
City of Dublin St. John Ambulance Association and Brigade.
One of the officers of the St. John Ambulanceiﬁssociation
was Sir John Lumsden. After a series of lecfures under
Surgeon Major Brown we established what was known as the
Brigade Ambulance, I was connected with the St. John
Ambulance Association, taking part in competitions, ete. ,

end I became an instructor. In 1910 two of us
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represented Ireland at the first aviation meeting in
Britain and which was held at Blackpool éouthshore.

I was a non-commissioned officer on that occasion.

About 1912 our Ambulance Brigade becam@ associéted
with the British Naval Auxilisry Medical Service for
emergencies, This meant that in the event of ﬁar we
could be called up for service but could not be
compelled as we had not taken an oathat all;: we only
made & declaration. Each year we went for a week's
training with the Navy, which included surgiéal, medical,
operation and laboratory coursés, hygiene, sgnitation
and general medical transport. While on tréining we
received pay according to rank. In 1912 anﬁ 1913
I did a week's course in Chatham and got practical

|
experience while training in navy surgical and medical

wards.

Previous t o that we had opened First Aid Stations
on behalf of the Ambulance Brigade at three ﬁace;ocunseg,
Leopardstown, Baldojle and Punchestown. In Leopardstown
the Medical Officer whom we were under wés Dr; Redmond.
Surgeon McArdle was the man concerned with Leopardstown
and Pynchestown. I operated under him and usually had

two men with me.

I did not attend the meeting which started the
Volunteers. As far as I remember I did not Jjoin the
Volunteers until June, 1914. I then joined PC" Company,
2nd Battalion. I brought about 12 men that i had trained
from the Ambulance Brigade into the Company.

Captain Eamon Price was in command of the Company.
Thomas Mcbonagh was Commandant of the Battalién. I was

about a month in that Company when Thomas McDonagh

1
|
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learned who I was and what I was. He came to me, and

getting my history, he asked me would I orgaﬂise a

Medical Service in the Battalion as there waé no

organisation whatever. I undertook the job and was

thereupon appointed Captain as Medical Officer and
organiser for the 2nd Battalion. When I WBS?& few months
there the "8Split" came in the Volunteers, The majority

went with Redmond; I remained with the Irish Volunteers.

My job was to get men for é skeleton mediceal

service. At all events I succeeded in gettiﬁg_some.

‘Following the outbreak of the 1914 War, those'of us who

were members of the British Naval Auxiliary Médical
Service were called up for service by the British
Admiralty. I asked the meh under my immediaﬁe command
not to stir as I wanted to get the position ciarified s
to whether we were liable for six or twelve ménthsf
serviée. I saw Thomas McDonagh gnd'explainea the
situation to him. I said: "I'm going. T don't know
about my men, but I'm coming back", and I didJ He said:
"Alright". We were sent to Chatham Naval Baﬁracks.

The men were confined to Barracks all the weéﬁ; a certain
amount of pressure was brought to bear on them:and they
became uneasy. They decided to sign on for service as
theyxwénted money. I said: "“Do as you pleasé'but I wili
fight it out myself™, During the week we hadiinterviews
with the officers concerning the regulations, including
the Surgeon General, who decided the matter wotld have to
go to the Lords of the Admiralty. There was é draft due
for France in three ships, the Munich, Ghiﬁa a#d the

|

Copenhagen.

I was in the Petty Officer's Mess when one of the
officers came to me and said my men had been taken from
under me, as they had been drafted on the Munich and the
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China. I went down and missed both these ships but

got on the Copenhagen and went to Calais. ;We were
working as medical staff on these hospital éhips
tranéporting the wounded back to England. EAfter a time
we were returned to service at shore establishments.

I got home on a pretence and worked for my discharge from
this side. I got in touch with Sir John Luﬁsden and
other personnel of the Admiralty. It took @e six

weeks to complete the Jjob, and this under prbmise to
Lumsden that I would go to Dunkirk or to the%Hospital

in Dublin Castle., I got my discharge papers; This was
in 1915. I reported back to Thomas McDonagh. He asked
me had I got through alright, I said I had; and he _
asked me for my discharge papers. I gave thém to him
and he brought them to General Headguarters ét 2 Dawson
Street, and later returned them to me. I wa$ s8till a
member of the Battalion Council, being in chérge-of

Medical Services. i

Thomas McDonagh ordered me to Brigade ﬁeadquarters,
2 Dawson Street. The Brigade Council had gdne‘through
my discharge papers and I was appointed Brigéde Médical
bfficer. I had now the responsibility of oﬁganising, |
training and eguipping the Brigade Medical S;rvice.
At that time the numbers in the Companies Wgﬁe.very small
on account of thé Redmondite split. My job%was to get
men from the varioﬁs Companies, I'reckonedithat if
I got eight men in each Company we would be aﬁle to forﬁ )
lthe nucleus of the Medical Service. These men had
to be trained in a short time, The time at @y disposal
was very limited. I had to go through a course of
lectures and instructions with those men: this had to

be done on a short term basis as there was no! time for

extended courses. The transport side and thé supply
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side had also to be established. 1In addition there were
sbout 12 or 4l branches of Cumann na mBan, and I had to

look after them as well. i

t

.Most of the Captains grumbled at giviﬁg men away.
I told them they were not giving them away because at
that time there was no Red Cross. "Those mén are lines
men", I said. In other words, they were iﬂ|the firing
- line and coulid be armed.

- |

I got the required number of men and started
training and had to put them through.an examination.
They were trained in anatomy and physiology %nd also the
practical side of the field work, and transpgrting.
T also had to deal with medical supplies for the
Battalion and also the getting and making of;first—aid
dressings for every Volunteer. In addition'to the
training of the men there were gfficers' 1ec£ures every
week on Saturdays. These were held in 2 Daﬁson Streét.
I had to attend there as when McDonagh or Peérse were
lecturing they might have to call my attentién to certain
things in connection with the Medical Servicé. I also
had to write out a pamphlet entitled "A Rough Idea of
What a Volunteer should know and what he sho@id do and
what he should not do". Every Volunteer recbived one

of these pamphlets. f

i
1

I aid contract with Fannings for field %nd first-~
aid dressings and I got some hundreds of theml I was
afraid of drawing suspicion on them and I arrénged to
have Cumann na mBan get ingstructions on how té make the
dressings, etc.  In addition the men had to be

instructed in what is known as latrine buildiﬁg,

trenches, etec. Then there was the guestion of the water



6. L |
|

suﬁply. This was largely a matter that I had to write
out papers for the officers of each Battalion,
instructing them on the purification, sterilﬂsatiqn, etc.
of water., The work continued on, I certainly mist
say that it was very satisfactory from the point of view
' that I hagpgned to have men who were very enthusiastic
and we got on very well, Then there was the{question
of supplying the Battalions because the Battalion would
be separated, which they were. Training contﬁnued and

everything was ready up to Easter Week, 1916,
1 was dealing laréely through Eamon De Valera who
ﬁas Brigade Adjutant and Commandant of the 3ra Battalion.
In the meantime there were what were known as;officers'
staff rides, These included the selection of ground
for manoeuvres, etc. On the Friday night be#ore Eagter
Sunday ILwas.at Héadquarters and the Brilgade Adjutant told
me that evefything would have to be cleared out of
Headquarters that evening. "Ybur-Battalionsiwill have
to get all the medical supplies ocut of here aﬂd bring
them to their own Headgquarters. I said I‘woﬁld have it
done. All the supplies were at HeadquartersJ They
were all cleared out except the 5th (Fipgal) Battalian
stufrf, That stuff had to be taken away and ﬁ had 1t
stored and put in a certain place in Father Mgthew‘Park.
Headquarters was cleared completely and evacuaﬁed on the
Friday night.

1

The mobilisation for Sunday was countermanded. The
only orders wé had was to parade on Sunday. W§ mebilised
at Pather Mathew Park. We had iron rations. 11 went with
the 2nd Battalion H.Q. staff. Bamon Price, Tém Hunter,

Vice-Commandant, and a number of the 2nd Battalion were
|

i

1
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there, also M. W. O'Reilly. The parade was dismissed
but the order was to 'stand-to' at home and éwait a
further mobilisation, There was a disappoiﬁtment among
a lot of the officers and men. The parade ﬁas,at about

11 o'clock. I was in company with Price, Tom Hunter,

and I went home and went to bed as I had a heavy cold.

On the Monday morning a despatch was sént to me from
Tom Hunter to mobilise for Stephen's Green at 10.30 and to
bring rations and whatever supplies I had. Tbe supplies
I had would need a big lorry, so the job was to commandeer
one, I asked my orderly Tom Mason if he couid get a
lorry to convey our stuff. He went away and ?eturned and
said there was a man with a lorry on tﬁe North Circular
Road. He said he had asked this man to comelalong, but
hé would not do so. I went along to the Park and
I picked up four men, and commandeered the lorry. We put
the driver under arrest. One of my men drove yhe lorry.
We picked up the supplies and conveyed them t6 G H.Q in
the G, P. O, In the meantime a Captain Breen of the
Engineers had supplies to be taken away and he got them
to the G, P,0. safely. During this time also .there were
a few calls for me - Volunteers on despatch w§rk meeting
with acecidents. By this time we were on the‘march but
it was past-the time for the parade and hostiiities had
started. — i

When we had all those that had been demobbed on
Sunday ready and rounded up, we started on the;road via
the Ballybough route, As soon as we had arriﬁed at
‘Summerhill Bridge there was a barrage of machine-gun fire
from the slob-lands near Falrview Park. I ordered the
" men to take possession of the corner house on éhe bridge'

and Portland Row and barricade it. Captain Breen, Leo and -

Frank Henderson and I think, Tom Weafer, with a party of
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men went down Bayview Avenue, Charleville Avénue, and
engaged the enemy and drove them back putting one of the
machine guns out of action. We got our convoys
advanced down to Portland Row when a despatcﬁ came along
to the officer in commgnd. There was no officer present
except myself and I found myself in command.; In the
meantime men were coming in from different pérts, those
that had been demobilised. I had about fift& or sixty
men before we were ready to start. Word came that we
were not to advance till we got further orderé. After
an hour or 2o an order came from Commandant-aéneral
Connolly that we could advance by Summerhill,}Gardiner
Street, Abbey Street to the G.P.O, Abvout fi%e o'clock
we arrived at the G, P, 0. t
|
Commandant-General Pearse met me and I told him
I was reporting and he -asked what had happened to the
remainger, I told him what I knew of thé Fairview
incident.) I said, "I'm mobilised by Command;nt
Thomas McDonagh", ’"This is G.H.Q. This is ‘where you
are going to be', he said. "There are two mén already
inside waiting on you'. I said I wished to:Jeport to
Commandant McDonagh. I went in, I said, "ﬁ have no
medical staff except my orderly", He said, "We will see
what we can do". The two men inside were Liaﬁ Clarke,
who was suffering from grenade injuries, and
Captain MacCarthy who had abrasions on the kneés whére he
had knelt on the broken glass. I put these meh under

treatment and when there was an opportunity I got them

away to Jervis Street.Hospital.

After our party had entered the G.P, 0., another

party came along. Our people in Clerys opened 'fire on them
|




as they mistookthem. All escaped injury excépt

Liam McGinley who received shrapnel injuries. !

I had to go round 0'Connell Street wheré we had
established outposts:; one in Clerys, one in ﬁopkinag
one at the Bank in Abbey Street and one at Baqhelor's
Walk. Captain Tom Weafer was in charge of the Bank
outpost. He had come across to me in the Post Offiée
to know-if a certain house would be suitable for a Red
Cross post. T went across with him and selec%ed the
house next the Bank and instructed them to putlout &
Red Cross flag. We were not fired on. This %as on

Tuesday.

On Wednesday I got a report from Miss Lizﬁie Bourke,
a Cumann na mBgn girl, who brought word that Tom Weafer
had been killed. He was shot through the back£ It
appears according to her statement that he had his back
to the window which was open. One of the men put his |
head out, the sniper fired and he got the firéé' An
evacuation took place almost immediately but the body was
never recovered. His brother Paddy was in theJG;P.Q.
' We had thirty-five military prisoners in the G.P.O.,
five of whom were officers. Outside that casualty most
of the wounded were suffering from wounds caused by their
|

own negligence.
1

We had to find supplieg here and there., ?.had
about twelve Cumann na mBan for the nursing inside.
A number of them were looking after the cooking.
arr&ngements-under Miss Gavan Duffy. In the meantime
L Was.senf down three men:; one ézchemist namedl
Jae Cripps, the other two were Dr, James Ryan (who was not
in uniform) and a medical student named McLoughlin, That

was the medical personnel at headquarters in the G.P. O,
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There was no great callron them during the ﬁeek as I did
moet of the work myself except for minor thihgs such as
cut fingers, etc. I had about thirly woundeﬁ ﬁuring the
week. We had Father John Flanagan from the! Pro-Cathedral
on Wednesday. Tom McGrath was one. of the patients who

was very seriously injured.

kt that time I had a very small starff énd
Commandant~-General Pearse said to me that oné of the
prisoners was an officer in the Indian Medicéi Service and
asked me could I make use of him, I said chertainly
could make use of him, His name was Gaptéiﬁ O'Mﬁhony;
He was brought down to me and he later assisted at the
operation on Connolly. i

|
Commandant-General Connolly was wounded ‘on Thursday

or Friday while inspecting one of the outposﬁs. He was
shot with a . 303 bullet in the biceps which ﬁ treated.

He asked me not to méntion it to the men. Sﬂortly agfter

I dressed his wound Connolly again lef't the d.P.O. He
received very gerious wpunds in the leg and a?kle,'the
dumrdumfbullet_causing a complicated and commhted fracture
of the tibia and fibula, which necesgsitated hﬁs Yeing put
under an anaesthetic. The operation consisted of
stopping the haemorrhage and trying to bring ihe bones
together, which was impossible. I performed ﬁhe
operation, with t e assistance of aprisoner named O'Mahony,

who was an officer in the Indian Medical Service.

Dr. Jim Ryan gave the anaesthetic. i

" There was only one bed in the place and we put
Connoliy on this. In dressing Connolly's wouAds he asked
me not to say anything gbout them to the otheﬁ men as he 4dic
' not want to excite them. Before the operatioﬁ could take

i
|
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place Connolly hdd to see his Secretary to make statements.
He was brought up after the operation on hiskown orders
to the front of the premises where his position had been

all through. He remained there until the evacuation,

Nothing but perpetual firing from'machine—guns
was going on all the time, Eventually the oﬁposite side
were getting the better. They started to shell the
place and it started to go on fire. It was @ecided by
Headquartérs to issue instructions to the meﬁ about the
surrender. ‘I was called ﬁﬁ and I was asked'ﬂy ‘
Commandant Connolly to give him a report on ﬁhat the
wounded was, which I gave %o him. The firing was very
heavy at the time, it was getting into the ar@hway.
"You needn't be afraid, it is coming mighty ngar“, I said.
He said, "You take your line of retreat with your
personnel", of whom there were twelve Cumann ne mBan,
about thirty patients and my starff offour. Ifleft
Jim Ryan with Connolly, who told me my line of evacuation
was into the Coliseum, They, he said, were going out _
into Henry Street. I told him that I heard rumours that
the Coliseum was closed to us, that the enemy!had got in.
He told me to get an officer and find out. i got an
officer who I think was M. W.0'Reilly, butII a@ not sure.
We went through to the Coliseum and reported back that the
way was clear, Connolly said, "That is your!route“.
I asked Pearse to allow O'Mahony, the Indlan Medical
Officer, to accompaﬁy me with my staff. He égféed to
that. We evacuated into the Coliseum, over Qalls, and
through holes, carrying the wounded. Fr. O'Flanagan was
with us. . We-sgettled the patients in the Ooli%eunL
In evacuating the G, P. 0. we had to move quickl? as the
plaée was on fire and I had to treat a number pf Citizen

Army men who were on the roof, for shrapnel woﬁnds.
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The next thing I had to get my staff to get éll the.
dressings and materials thgy could pqssibly éarry away,
and others to get as much food as possible, i The last
persons to leave the building were Commandan?-ﬁeﬁeral
Pearse and myself, he going into Henry Stree% and

I going into the Coliseum. Connolly refuseé to come
with us; he was carried on a stretcher into{Henry Street.
When they were all evacuated, Miss Gavan Duffy came back
to get me to leave and 1 said as long as youikeep-coﬁing
back I have to stop here. I left through tﬁe tunnels to

the Coliseum and established the patients there.

Some time duriﬁg the night I was watchihg the
G.P. 0., It was becoming too dangerous to remahn where
we were as we were in close proximity. I cailed.to
0'Mahony., "What is your opinion about that??; I said.
"fe may be involved at any time, it is very déngerous".
He agreed it was. I decided we would wait aﬁother while,
It was later decided to evacuate to Jervis St?eet Hospital
and I collected the wounded. | I had asked Co?nolly to
give me sufficient men"to carry the wounded. iﬂb told me
to pick whatever men I required that were witﬁ ny party
then. Eventually we got out and Father O'Flénagan
offered to lead the way and we got them throuéh a burning
barricade down a lsne from Prince's Street toiﬁbbey
Street, and lined them out on the south side df Abbey

Street,

After some time Pather O'Flanagan callei out,
"Wounded, Red Cross". After several times célling out
he got the answer to a dvance with the Red Croés flag.
Father O'Flanagan advanced down to the barricade and
after some time we got orders to aﬁ?aﬁce to Je?vis Street

Hospital where we left our wounded. I was told after
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that when evacuating the G.P.0., Dr. Ted O'Kelly had
dropped into our party. The women were kéﬁt at the
hogpital, and those of us who were healthy ﬁere told by
the British Officer in charge to fall in, ‘T asked him,
"Are we going to cross the barrier?', TheECaptain said,
"o, you are going out to where you came frém, to be shot
or burned out". He took the Red Cross flag and handed it
to me. He s=id, "Take your men out with you". Ve then
formed up. Before the gate was opened he shouted out
to the officer in charge at the barricade, ”&hose men
going out are not to be firedon until out of sight and
out-of sight -onIy". There was only one lam% lighting in
the street when we came out. They did not fire on us.
Desmond Fitzgerald was in our party. I retu%ned to
Arnott's and I decided to-evacuate there'andéwatched an.
opportunity and assembled the men back on th§ laneway
again and wait for an opportunity to go acro%s the road.
Some doors opened. We got the men in two's %nd three's
to go across the road. We all got across, ; We were
picked up the next morning. This was on Safurday.
We were marched over to McBﬁrney's-anﬁ.brougﬁb&q‘frinity
College and there we were interrégated and bﬁought up‘tb
the Castle and again interrogated there and b}ought to

|
Ship Street Barrsacks. ;

At my interrogation in Trinity College %ertain
medical instruments were found on me about Wh%ch I had to
explain. They sent for a Medical Officer who. came down
and put me through an examination which I pasLed alright.
I still had to go to the Castle for further iaterrog&tion

and then to Ship Street Barracks. ' |

On Sunday morning a list of names was.célled out -

those that had been taken the night before. I reminded

]
|
!
|
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them that my name was not on this list. Tﬁey went off

I
and continued collecting prisoners for transfer to
. ,

Richmond Barracks, Five or six of us were left back out
‘ {
of between forty and fifty. We were then taken from

where we were upstairs to the guardroom celll After some

|
time we were brought out into the guardroom proper and

were told to get out and were released. i
|
|

During the time the men were in prison'a number of
others who escaped and officers from the dif#erent
garrisons came together and started re—organ%sing ne
Company, 2nd Battalion. We had to work undérground.

We did this through societies, various clubs, etc., and

we had officers' meetings under the guise of ﬁy ovn trade.
|

In 1946 there was & lull as most of the, men were in

|
Jail. We started to get together and re-orghnise under

: _ |
cover but practically nothing was done to geti on with the:

\
various activities. When the prisonePS‘retu?ned after
their release they returned to their respective posts.
After the execution of the Cammanders, sucheag‘NEd Daly

of the 1st Battalion, Kamon Ceannt, etc, with! whom I’ was

)

intimately associated, there:werezpromotions.é- In 1917

I resumed dquty as officer in charge of Brigad% Médical
|
Services. ' !
o
In 1918 I continmed active service, night and day.
- : 1

The Brigade staff was formed principally whenfthe

|
prisoners were released. Mulcahy was the firﬁt 0/C. of the
Brigade after 1916. He was succeeded by DicE‘McKEe.

Oscar Traynor became Brigade O/C. after Dick McKee's
: |

death. . o |
o
' 1

I had a lot of work to do. I was tryipg-to

L L .
re-organise and get more personnel to form a M?dlcal Unit.
1



15.' ‘

I had to take every advantage I could of having lectures
held and meetings with the staff on Saturday afternocons at
eycle clubs, etc. As far as I was concerned # wags there

practically all the time.

I continued with my active gefvice duringT1918 and
1919. After the Ashtown ambush in 1919 I attended
Dan Breen at Stasia Twomey's on Phibsboro' Roa?.
Commandant P, Daly called for me to attend himé
Martin Savage, who was killed in the ambush, héd been
ﬁ

with me on the previous evening. |

The usual routine worﬁ and training cont%nued during
1920 and 1921. Brigade meetings were held regﬁlarly in
different placed during the Tan War. I‘aaked:to be
allowed attend the 2nd Battalion meetings, Thése meetiﬂgs

were held secretly. 1

After the Treéy we broke sides. After-fhe Truce
with the. British we had a Medical Camp at MoungiSeskin and
had all medical personnel out there, including %hose from
the South Dublin Brigede which had a man there who
assisted me, named Dr, Loftus. We went throughia course
of training and night operations, i.e. field opérations.
WWe took over & place which was known as the A.SlU. Training
Camp. 1 was sent for from Beggars Bush, A.S.U; Headquarters.
and askéd to go whole-time into the Free State Army, which
I declineéd to do. I was asked to supply_medicai personnel,
1 said I would do so if I got instructions from!my Brigade.
The man who asked me was Dr. Ahearne whO‘was apgointed by the
Free State to be Medical Administrator. Afterisome time
I was instructed that I could send on a nunber df mén but the
understanding was that if there was not to be ai
republican army the men were to be at libérty tJ,return.
Then the Civil War came on. Qur troops took ov?r-various

|
|
|
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Jobs: we were fighting the issue between ourselves.

I was arrested after the fall of the city - ﬁoran's Hotel,
Four Courts, H.Q., The Hammond, Barry's Eotel. )
|

I was interned in Wellington Barracks @nd then

transferred to Mountjoy, but was released af#er about
six weeks, The excuse was put forward that i was not a
dangerous man but was an important man, and ﬁhat ny
house was to be searched as it was reported ﬁhat I was
having meetings there, During the Black ané Tan War
the Battalion medical staff included,. Vincenﬁ Gogan,

M, Traynor, 2nd Battalion, T, Farrell, Dr, Crbwléy, Lith;
Porter, 3rd; T, Lynch, 2nd. | i

l

I want to praise the Cumann na mBan at G.H Q.

during Easter Week for their courage and devotion 'and
|

, Wbrk; it was magnificent. They were as brave if not

braver than the men themselves, They were, té me at all

events, as I had to depend largely on them as'I had not

the male personnel,
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