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first week in Mareh 1914.  Our local Company -

‘the men who attended the inaugural meeting in the year

.at Greenan's Cross. Paddy Whelan, J.P., C.C.,, and

"ROCkcorry Company. Fr, 0'Ceiran's influence_kept our

Fas
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BURO STAIRE MILEATA 19i13-21

NO.W.S.  Jvo

Statement by John Mc@ahey,

Drumgavney, Swan's Cross,

Ballybay, Co. Monaghan,

I first joined the Irish Volunteers about the

Rockcorfy Company - was organiséd by our local Parish
Priest, Father Laurence O'Ceiran. This Father 0'Ceiran

was a pioneer in the Sinn FPéin Movement and was one of

1905 at which Arthur Griffith started Sinn Féin,

The Rockcorry Company of the Volunteers was the
first organised in Co. Monaghan. We had about 52.men in
the Company. A Company may have existed in
Carrickmacross when our Company was formed, but I believe

that Rockcorry was the first. Later a Company was formed

Coroner for North Monaghan was the Company Captain,

In the summer of 1914, our Company received 13 rifles,
two of which were magazine rifles and eleven were Martin”
Henry's‘single shot rifiles, I don't know where the
riflqs actually came from but I expect we-got them through .

Fr. 0'Ceiran's great influence.

After the outbreak of the Great War in August 191L,
when the split in the Volunteers took place, all over

Ireland, there was no division-of opinions in the
Company all loyal to the leadership of Professor
Owen MacNeill, '

We continued training and drilling up to Easter Week,

1916, A barn at the farmstead of my home was used as a

drill hall up to the eve of Easter Week, 1916. o A/




- we awaited orders. No orders came,

. searching the whole house, so Fr. ('Ceiran had to remove

2. ‘

Before Easter Week we got no information that an
impendipg resort to an armed rising was contemplated.
The first intimation we received of the rising was the
news that fightiﬁg was on 'in Dublin City. When we.
heard of the outbreak of fighting iﬁ Dublin we got
together and Fr., O'Ceiran addressed us, advising us to
await orders before we spould take any military action,

A1l during the time the fighting was on in Easter Week

When the rising was over, the R.I.C. went around
and arrested some men, including Mr. Peter Gallagher, N.T.
and Frank Clarke, Both these men were members of the
Voluntesrs. They were feléased almost immediately after
their arrest. .Fr. O'Ceiran's héuse and & number of
other;loc&l houses were raided by military and R;I.C.
1ooking for arms. They were making a-particular search
for the rifles we had, In all those raids no rifles or

arms were captured.

During the raid on Father O'Ceiran's house, the .
priest told the raiders thaet there was one room in the
house that they could not search as it was an Oratory.

The officer in charge of the raiding party insisted in

the Blessed Sacrament from the Oratory to another rooﬁ_ '
before the search on the Oratory took-place. During this
removal of the Blessed Sacrament, Fr. O'Ceiran asked if
there‘ﬁ&s any Catholic amongst the'raiders.‘ ~Sevezjal of
them_saidr"Yes". He then told them to get dowm on

their knees whilst he was carrying the Blessed Sacrament

past them. They did as he told them

From Baster Week, 1916, up to the year 1918, nothing
much happened in the Volunteers. In June, 1918, when the

East Cavan Bye-Election was held we mobilised the
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Rockcorry Company and_we_marchéd into Cootehill on the:

morning of the polling. We gave a hand st the work of

- the election during polling. We returned home on the day

after the Election when thé regult was declared. At this
time our Company wag only 15 strong as all the older
members who were linked up in the Volunteers at the split

had now dropped out.

After Baster Week, 1916, Fr. 0'Ceiran was changed

by his Bishop from our parish to the parish of Pettigo.

‘8o we lost his great help-and influence in the

republican movement, ,

Nothing much happened from June 1916 up to thg end
of ihat year. In the latter part of 1918, Mick McCabe
and Iiwent into Clones: to see Owen O'Duffy. We:met
O'Duffy and Dan Hogan at Tummon's Hotel. We discussed
with O'Duffy and Hogan the guestion of re-organising the

Volunteers all over Co. Monaghan. Shortly after-this'a

campaign to re-organise was carried out. When this

re—organisation took place our Company had droppeq in
mempbersghip to 10 men, James Timmoney was appointed
Company Captain - he was a nephew of Fr. O'Ceiran's -

end my brother Ned was appointed {st Lieutenant.

Rockcorry Company was & link in the principal line
of coﬁmunicationS'for despatches, connecting North and
South Monaghan, and handling all the despatches passing
to and from G, H. Q. in Dublin and serving all areas north
of us in the present Six Counties area, This carrying
of despatches was a constant and heavy job, especially
during the &eaps'f920 and 1921. I often saw three:
Volunteers on duty at the same time carrying'despatches.
Our Company was small in numbers and all were kept buéy

on despatch duty.

i
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Some time aﬁout early January. 1920, Ernie 0'Malley
arrivéd in Co. Monaghan. | He: was sent to us by & H. Q.
to organise and drill the Volunteers. He spent a good
part of his time in our part of the country. He stayed
at a place named Latton and from there visited the .
surrounding Companies, He gave our Company a good deal
of attention és we had 13 rifles. He gave us lectures

on musketry and drilled us with rifles.

Attack on Ballytrain Barracks, February 1920,

A meeting was held at my home at Céfravacken where
Owen O'Duffy, Ernie 0'Malley, Terry McGee, my brother Wed,
James Timmoney and myéelf'took part. This meeting was
to‘make the final arrangements ag far gs . our garea was
concerned for the aftéck on Ballytrain (Shantonagh)
Barracks, The part that Rochorry men was to take was

detailed to us.

On the night of the attack our Company of 10 men
marched into the wicinity of thé Barracks carrying our
13 rifiles. James Timmoney was detailed to Mitchel's

shop.  Paddy McCabe and John Donnelly of Newbliss went

into Mitchel's lock-up store adjoining and attached to the

geble of the: Barracks, Those two men were experis on

. explosives and were in charge of the mining gperation on .

the barrack gsble, My part was on patrol with some
other men, marching between the main roaﬂ barricade on
the Cootehill-Latton road and the-Barracks. My brother
Ned was in chéfge of some men at this main barricade.

I don't propose to go into detail about what took place
during the attack dn the Barracks as many others were in

better positions to see what happened and to describe it

oW,

M
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The Barracks were captured with all the arms and
other war materisl such as hand-grenades, ete. There
were no casualties on the Volunteer side; one of the

R.1.C. garrison was wounded on the fooi.

When the R, I,C., surrendered and the excitement.
of the attack had somewhat abated, we made a check on
our rifles and found that two were missing., T realised
thet some person or persons had made love to them and thatl
it would be a rather difficult matter to locate tﬁem, 80
I got my hands on two Lee Enfield rifles Whiéh I took !

away with me to make up~forithe loss of our own Martinis.

General Raid for Arms, September 4920,

The first house we raided in the general raid for

arms was & Unionist house named Millars. This house

resenbled & military fortress in size and strength. |

Qur party in this attack numbered 18 men and were: all 1

from Rockcorry Company. dJemes Tinmoney, Company Captain,
wag in charge, Amongst the occupants of Millar's
house on this night were six fully armed men - four
Millars and two serving men. | Cn our party's arrival at
Millar’s<house:we-approadhed the entrance to the
dwellinghouse and knocked on the door to gain admittance.
The men inside immediately opened fire_on us., We: were
forced to take. cover and we then replied to the fire.

Then the fire from th; house became particularly heavy.
We moved into some sheds at the Back of the dwelliﬁghouse,

gnd the exchange of fire continued for about half an hour.

At the end of this time .we realised thﬁt we could
net. force an entrance to the house and that the position
occﬁpied by the Millars being so secure that there was
1ittle-Iikelihood of ouriindﬁcing them to surrender by
rifle fire, so we had to call off our men and sbandon the

~attack.

My
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We raided about a4@ozen Unionist houses Iater that
same night in which we capiured five or six shotguns and
about three:revolvers. Towards morning we arrived at a
Uhionist“s house named Crawford outside Drum, Co. Monaghan.
Timmoney'gave-orders for three young fellows to go up to
Crawford's door aﬁd force an entrance if and when the
order to open the door was refused. Crawford refused to
ogen_thg door andfPeteP,OﬁRﬁ iily and nmyself went to the
young fellows' assigtance at the door, O'Rgilly broke
the door . in.with.an-axe: The. door fell back into the
hallway;ﬁn~an,mwkwardgposition;‘ I gof the barrelof my
rifigwto,thendoor-and pushed it info proper pesition
against the door Jamb.. Shooting was now taking place and
Crawford was firing out-at us through a window on the
right-~hand side of the hallway. When I pushed the door
back 0'Reilly bushed past me and turned to enter a room
off the hallway. As he was stepping towards this room
he received the discharge of a shotgun in the breast at
& Pew feet range. He fell into my arms excleiming
"y God, I am shot"™, [ carried 0'Reilly out and
- I handed him over to thé-ﬁhree young fellows at the. door,
T got bgek to a Iit%le-gate piér'cppoéite Grawfordfs door
and I opened fire on the-front windows of the housé,
firing at each window in rotation. Crawford meintained a
vigorous: fire oh-my position. With a seriouslj wounded

man on our hands it was decided to call off bhe atvack.

We found that O'Reilly was in & very sériogs
condition so we sent two of our men to go - one for the
priest and the other for the doctor. We then procured @
garden gate and using it as a stretcher we carried
0'Reilly away, in the direction from wpich we: were
expecting fhe priest and doctor to come. After we

carried C'Reilly some distance along this road we met the
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priest, Father Quigley, and the doctor - Doctor Camning -
-coming together in one motor car. The priest went over
to O'Reilly who was then dead, and gave him the rites of

the Church, and the doctor had a look at him.

This tragic affair which happenedrso guickly,
cutting off a fine. young life in prime of its manhood
and snatching from us & dear comrade and friend, shocked
us all that even at the present déy the sunvivors'of
this shooting have not been able to forget. I for one
will never forget poor'Peter=O’Rei11y'S'end. May God |

have mercy on his soul R.I.7P.

Lfter the priest’s ministrations to O'Reilly on
the roadside we took his body to Edrgull Churchyard. |
We apene& a gf&verforrmim and Fr; Qﬁ&giéy WhO‘aqcomp&niéd
us, gave our fellow comrade the iaét rites of Holy
Church and blessedihis grave.‘ When the burisl of
O'Reilly was over we dumped our arms which we recovered |
_in four or five days® time when the excitement céusegh

.. by the night's reiding had subsided,

After this general raid foraéfms’all thé Unionists
in our area and the-surroﬁpding districts went into
both Ballybay and Cootehill looking for police or -
military protection for Eheir houses and persons,
This protection could not be afforded them. Anyhow 1t
was refused. There was practically no police or

military activity following those raids.

The "BY" Special Constabulary.

In the guturm of 1920, & large number of young
Unionists in Rockcorry and neighbouring districts waer\

recruited into the "B' Specials. Those men‘were:we}l

Vo

armed and when their organisation was completed they

N wt
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went out‘regularly on patrol on the various roads. I was
held up by those men on two occasions. I would like to
mention a few of the Rockcorry B! men who were particularly
active against the I.R.A.: Hugh Duffy, Jack Francey,

Bob Hbrrisdh and a man named Harpur., Those men held up my

brother Ned one night. [Ned dared them to search him ang

they 4did not do it. Duffy later on gave information to
the Tans which fesulted in gseveral I.R.A., men's arrests.
&n order was given for Duffy's liguidation which was

carried out about June 1921, -

The Flying Column,

At the suggestion of_Q?{.ep O'buffy our Battalion formed
& Flying Column sbout Novenber i920. Somé men from the
Carrickmacross Battalionﬁjoine@‘u§=with the Column,
. Paddy Brennan of the Carrickmacross Battslion was put in
charge of the Column, With Brennan, the following
Carrickmacross men joined: Jemmie Kelly, Thomas Darcy and
Bob Hemill. - From Ballybay Battalion were: Jemes Timmoney,|
John McCabe and Ned McGashey, Rockcorry Compsny; -
Paddy McPhillips, John Sullivan and Terence McGee, Latton
‘Company; Paddy McQuillan and my brother Gwen McGﬁhéy from
Ballintra Company; Paddy Daly, Lougheglish Compeny;
' paddy McDermatt, Joe Duffy snd John McEntee, Pullycorbett
Company; Packey Coyle and Antoﬁy Daly, Ballybay Gompany;

After the Colunm was formed they met as & COIan.
- for the first time near Corduff and. they moved down to
Rockcorry and were billeted out amongst five ' .
néighbouring houses. My.house was Column Headguarters.
Whilst the Columnt were staying in Rockcorry we mounted

& guard for them each night to prevent surprisé by
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British forces. One night Jemmie Kelly, Bob Hamill
and myself were on'guard on a nearby road. A patrol of
"B" Specials came along. ﬁugh Duffy was apparently an
advanced guard for this patrol. It was a fairly dark
night and Duffy nearly got past where;werwere:standing
before we noticed him We ordered him to halt and he
immediately opened fire on us. We replied vigorously
to his fire, I can't understand since how Duffy missed
Bob Hamill on whom he first opened fire, nor can

I explain how he escaped from us returning fire.

Duffy zig-zagged back towards the main patrol of '"B" men.

The patrol made no effort later to approach our position.

A Tew days after this incident the R. I.C.
conveyed a patient from Co. Cavan to thé Monaghan Méntal
Hospital situated in Monaghan town. The Column got

information that the police car had passed through

‘towards Monaghan, and they made preparations to hold the

. car up on its return journey. The car, however, did
not return on the road it was expected to travel on.

A commercial traveller-who represented a Belfast firm
céme along on a motor hike whilst the Colum were
walting for the R.I.C. car and he was held up,
questioned ahout his work, His motor bike was taken
froﬁ him end he was warned against working for Belfast

firms again and he was sent off walking.

v

The Colwm left Rockcorry area the next day and
went to Tullycorbett area. Brennan, who had chayge.of
the Columm up to this time was dismissed from his post,
and Terence McGee, the Battalion 0/C. took charge of the
Colunm, Brennan going home. It would appear that

Brennan did not get on well with the Column men,
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When McGee took charge of the Columm it was moved into
Ballintra area to a place named Carrickaniar. It was
from this place that the Ballybay ambush was planned

and carriasd out.

Ballybay Ambush.

This operation.took place on the night of the

1st January, 1921. I acted ag an outpost with others

on the Cootehill-Ballybay road. The full Column took
part in this operation. The operation consisted ih‘th@
attack on a patrol of four or five Black and Tens in
Main Street. = During the exchange of fire with the Tans
one Tan was killed. A man in civilian clothes who later
| named Summerville/
transpired was a "B" Special/when he saw some of the
Column awaiting on the street; made an effort to‘rpsh
in the direction of the Police Barracks. He was called
on to halt but would ﬁot halt. He wag fired on and

shot dead. There:were:three,other Black and Tans

wounded.

After this fight the Column returned immediately
to Carrickanair, but the hext morning they moved to a

place named Garrybawn in Latton area..

~

Mc@uillan, The 3py.

I don't know much about the Column activities
whilst they were in Garrybawn area. During the time
they were in Garrybawn a member of the Column named
McQuillan came to his home from the Column on a
Saturday night. My brother, PFrank McGahéy, and
John McGuinness and a few more I.R, A men, when they
heard that MeQuillan was at his home, went to him and.

asked him to return to the Column at once, MeQuillan
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refused to go back until Monday morning although the‘mén‘
who were urging him to return, volunteered to escort him
to the Column. On Monday morning Munillan left his
home apparently to rejoin the Column. Near his house
the Carrickatee road and the Shra road run parallel a
;ew fields distant but within easy wview of each other.
MCQuillan.started off up the Shra road snd at the: same
time a force of Black and Eans on cycles were on the
Oafrickatee road. Me@Quillan left the Shra road,
croséed the.fiélds to the Carrickatee road and walked
headlong into the party of Tans, He was arrested and

taken to Ballybay.

On Monday night McQuillan led the military out to
Garrybawn area to-raid where the-Column'wgresbilleted.
The military travelled towards Gaqrybawn on: the |
'Ballybathhercpck road, Near Garrybawn a patrol of two
I.R.A. men were posted as a guard to give warning to fhe
Column of the approach of enemy forces, Those guards,
Jameg Caragher and Charlie McCabe were on guard about
200 perches: from where;the.dolgmn Werefbilleted,across,‘
the country in the fields. When the guards noticed the
aéproach.of the military ;n four or f£ive motor tenders,
they started‘off at a fast speed across the fields in
the diréctionrof the Column's billets. The military
had to make a considerable detour by road to reach where
the Qplumh were. Nevertheless the speed of the. motor
tenders more than compensated for the éhorter distance fhe
two I,R.A. had to travel so that their utmost speed was :
required if they should.get,fo their destination in time.
They encountered a large flax dam which they attempted to
Jump. Only McCabe succeeded in getting across., He was

the first to reach the Column and warn them of their
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peril. Most of the Column were asleep in one house and
the outhouses attached. They were only barely able to
get away before the military arrived. In fact, the
military were so cloée when the last of the Column were

1eaving-the premises that they saw them and called on

them to halt, Ilupderstand that my brother, Ned MCGahey,l

fired on the military when they approached., John McEntee
and Packey Coyle were with the Column in this incident
and should be asked to describe, I am only working from
what.I heard from those present, After this narrow

escape and the unfortunate knowledge that the British

got one of the Column men to give information against them,'

the Column was disbanded and was not reformed again ag &

full=-time Column during the Tan War,

Execution of Larmer.

" ITn connection with the execution of Larmer who was
a local Volunteer captured by enemy forces and who gave

information to the enemy sabout hié Volunteer comrades

after his capture, I am not as conversant as a few others

to give full details as to what happened in this

unfortunate boy's case after his capture by the British,-or

of his escape from them, his confession to his Compeany
Officer of the disclosures he made to the British after

his capture by them‘

Just previoquto his courtmartial by the I.R.A.
I got to knowldbout it and I also got to know that even
then an intention to find him guilﬁy existed, As I had
strong feeling on the advisability of the extreme penzlty
being applied in this casengiwent to & house where
T knew I could contact General Owen O'Duffy whom I met

when I arrived there. I made a strong plea to O'Duffy
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in Larmer's defence, pointing out meny extenuating °
c;rCumstances which should be considered, I got a feeling
that my pleadings were having the desired effect on
O'Duffy when Dan Hogan arrived on the zcene and |
intervened in a m&nner;most'aggressive towards myself.

I have felt since that only for Hogan's uhtimely arrival
Iicoulﬁ have sucqeeded.in influencing O'Duffy to spare

Larmer’s-lifga I faziled,

I wish now toremphasiseemy“belief that Larmer should
not have been executed., ILarmer was an intelligent
country boy who unfortunately for evefybody concerned was
. timid and easily scared. Hbzwés‘both conscientious and
degply-religious. Hig only fault was his weaknéss in
yielding to threats under torture by the Tans. He
returned.to his comrades after his release or escape
from the Military Barracks in Belfast, and made a full
‘confession of his guilt-aﬁd gave an explanation of how
the British extracted the information from him.

I was fully convinced at the time of his
courtmartial that he did not merit execution and from
what I have since heard I am convinced that his execution
was much too drastic punishment in his cage, I feel,
however, that had he been otherwise punished for his
eriminal weakness his-life since would be to him a living
'heil. I feel that his.memoéy deserves this vindication

from me,

Arregts and Courtmartisls.

My brothers, Oﬁenland Ned McGahey, and Paddy McDermott
were arrested about ten days after the Column beceme
disbanded, f5th;{6th Jahuafy, 1921.  They were taken %o
Belifast Militar& Bﬂrraéks ﬁhere they were Xkept prisoners;
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Packey Coyle and Anthony DPaly were arrested on the 13th
&uﬁe; 1921. Gbyle and Daly were taken to Castleblayney,
" then to Dundalk Military Barracks and from there to
Belfast Prison.

‘ After Coyle and Daly arrived‘iﬁ‘Beifast Prisop my
brothers, Owen and Ned, Paddy.mcDermott and another man,
James Keen&n; Boch&mlgt, ﬁerercoUrtmartialled and charged
with the murder of & Constable Masloney and another man
who were shot dead in the Ballybay ambush. - Keenan was
arrested on the infofmation of & Unionist named Parks;
A1) wereffouﬁd gu;lty_and sentenced to death, The

intervention of the Trucegsaved their'lives.

After the arrest of the two McGahey's and

McDermott, the.remaining men *‘on the run" in the -
mattalion formed a Column which was to be called together
as the occasion demanded.' This Column went into
Dochamlet to hold up & mail train on three occasions.
On the first occasion the train ignored the signal to |
stop and passed through. On the next occasion the Column
waited for the train to arrive but for some reason i£ did
not travel that day. On the third ocecasion the train

was two hoﬁrSalate. on this!occasion we had made

preparations for stopping the train by removing‘one'cf the |

‘reils of the permanent way. We placed fog signals in

~ front of the rempved‘r&il.&é.a warning to the engine
driver. When the train did not arrivg:within reasondblek
time we decided that the train was unlikely to run that
é&y éo we replaced the rail and removed the fog signals
and evacuated the position. When we were some distance

from the reillway line the train passed through.

From January onwards we trenched the roads

regularly. ' The police and military were kept busy in

|

t




15, | !
]

filling in the trenches and removing road blockades

which we erected. . {

Some time in early.May 1921,}1 accompénie&'by eight
othef men moved into the town of Ballybay to ambush 8
poliée patrdl which was usually to be found on the streets 1
up to a Iateihour each e%ening. On this occasion the
patrols:weht into the Barracks early. Our plans to

attack them thus fell through. | |

Belfsst Boycott, . - | | |
The camp&ignlto sfop the sale of Bélfast products in !
our Battalion area was carried out in g:viéorous and
intensive manner by the I.R{E; This-éamp&ign pommenCed

in the early months of the winter of 1920-1921, as a
reprisal for the pogram which the Unidnists of Béifaét-
with the consent of the Bfitish military and ?plice
agthorities, carried out égainst the ﬁatibnaiist

population of that city. A survey was made in the
Battalion area oflall shops receiving supplies of Belfast
goods for sale, Such goods as bakers’ bread, flour, \
cattie_feéding stuffs, seeds and fertilizers were specially:
looked for. Shopkeepers stocking 391fas§ goods were

warned to cé&sé trading with Belfast. Regular insﬁections
of shops were carried out and s3§cia1-Inte11igence Officéfs
__wefe appeinted for this particular*wofk. Any shopkeeper whe
pversisted in-de&ling'in Belfast goodS'was.boycotﬁed‘and ,
fhe people ﬁere warned againgt buying in-boycogted shops.
Any goods which were'traced back to boyecotted houses were
seized from purchasers and destrﬁyed.‘ In this way the
boycotttcampéign became more effective as the country ‘”
people feared to visit shops on which the boycott ban was

ﬁlaced.: & breadceart belonging to Inglis, Belfast, was




' business in the town of Ballybey, This family were most

Orders were issued at this meeting that the Clarke

Bellybay and went to Belfast to live,.

"Phis was a most effective means of showing that thQII.R;A.

=y

16. | |
intercepted and burned in Tullycorbett area. After this

operation no further attempﬁ was made to distribute

Belfast bread up to the boycott was called off in 1922, !

The Clarke Family, Ballybay.

A Unionist family nemed Clarke had & blacksmith's

friendly with the Black and Tans, Tans fréquently‘
visited their house and business place, At & Battalion |
ﬁeeting the question of those people's friendship with
the Tans was discussed and it was decided after mature’
consideration that fhe plarkes? assoclation with the Tans

was & matter of extreme-daﬁger‘to all local I,R.A, men.

residence and house property should be destroyed.

In May, 1921, a number of officers and men of the
I.R. A called éf.CIarkés“premises at about 2 2,m, one
morning, broke in the windows and threw in incéndiary
bombs which set fire to the place and soon burned the

prémises out. The Clarkes immediately cleared out of

v .

Another gctivity which we‘systematicaliy carried out
was toc go 1hto a particular townland on éertain days gnd
stop and question &ll people passing on the roads as to
their buéineSs. bepefson'was otherwise interfered with.
We informed all persons stopped that we were the I.R,A.
Those hold-ups took place at least once every fortnight.

were & live and active force. 1In mixed diStricts-with

@ YB"™ Special organisation the presence of'IfR;A; men
stapping people in broad dsylight had a disconcerting and
& demoralising effect on the local "B" men, and it'kept
thé:Nation&list'population in such areas who were not

fepublic&n'from taking any chances to fraternise or curry

fovour from ivcal Univuists.

-
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I was arrested in the big round-up of the 13th June,
1924, in which & large area\in Co.. Monaghan ﬁas
systematlically combed by British military and police forces
Tor men "on the rﬁnﬂ. I was &&ptured in the house of -
Jameé.Gibson, Carrickansair. There were about fifteen
oﬁher members éf'the local I, R. &, captured in the same
round~up. In &1l in cur Bmtitslion area there must have
been one hundred men captured in this; the most extensive,

round-up carried out in the country in 1921.

‘All.our—local prisbners when captured were taken into '
Castleblayney and detained in Hope Castle which was then
used as &« headéuarters for the local auxiliary detachment.
During the first three dajs as prisoners three of our men
were released and the remaining twelve were removed to
Dundalk Military~Barracks. I remained in Dundalk with sonme
other: prisoners up to the morning of the 11t h July, 1921,
(day of the Truce) when I was removed to Belfast, and we
were?pﬁf into cells in Victorla: Military Barrsacks.

I remained in those cells for a few days. I was.next
removed to Crumlin Road Prison snd after about two days
I Was again returned to Victoria Barracks where I met.
‘McQuillen, the imformer. I was out for.exercisé with him
for at least two days. During those meetings at exercise
he made excuses for his treachery and he gave me details
gbout his leading out the military to Garrybawn in thelr

attempt to capture the Column,

I remained in Victoria: Barracks for about 16 days, and
then was teken to Dundalk Military Barracks. From Dundalk
I was éent to Ballykin%ar-on‘the 5th ééptember, where
T remained an internee there until my release on the

6th December, 1921,

- SIGM%I[\M%.
WITNESS Mmﬁ?% offe ) 710’5 &%,
/

77,0/5€- ' _ (John rsicif?rah:?g) t52.



