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Statement of Patrick Kelly,

. E" X
QDD ) 67 Poddle Park, Kimmage, Dublin,

Formerly 18t Lieutenant, "G" Company, 1st Battalion,

Dublin Brigade, Irish Republican Army.

The night before the Four Courts was attacked
by Free State forces "G" Company was on parade at
5 Blackhall Street. We received orders from
Commandant P, Holohan to report with all available men
at L4 Parnell-SQuare, where the 1st Battalion were
parading. Some time after reporting there
Captaln Oman ordered me to take the men back to
HElackhall Street and he wﬁuld follow later. ¥ was told
of the impending attack on the Courts and that we might
be attacked on the way, so I warned the men what to
expect 1f we met PFree State forces, I was instructed
not to attack or commit any offensive act unless we were
first attacked; we were to wait at Blackhall Street
ti1l we received further orders.

On arrival we took possession of the Hall mnd made
preparations for attack. When Gaptaiﬁ Gﬁan arrived we
sent out scouts to patrbl the erea and keep us informed
of troop movements, etc. A menber of the Free: State
forces entered the Hall. He was in uniform but unarmed.
He askea numerous questions about what was happening.
Thinﬁing he might have been sent to ascertain our strength
and intentions, I ordered his detention. When the
Courts were attacked at mighnight our scouts came in and
reported the position of the attackers and Captain Oman

sent all availdblg information to Commandant Holohan and
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agked for his insatructions. We were told to remain
where we were and await further instructions. We
waited all next day until nightfall when we received
orders to take over any hotel or strong building in our
area. The—only strong building in the area which
offered a falr chance for defence was a private hotel,

a corner house in Blackhall Street, which.would give us
a falr fileld of fire and some accommodation for the men.
We occupied this house and informed Battalion
Headquarters. The following evening we again received
instructions from Commandant Holohan. We were to'
proceed with all men and equipment to Parnell Square at
once, We commandeered a butcher's van, placed most of
our arms and equipment in it and sent it ahead of the
Company. We dispatched the men in small parties, with
orders to report at 4L Parnell Square at once. When we
errived at "44" we found things a bit confused: there
had been a few skirmighes with'armoured'cars and snipers.
During an attack on an armoured car in Parnell Street,
the driver was wounded or killed and the car crashed
into the railings of the Rotunda Hospitel. ILater the
same day & party of our men was attacked by an apmoured
car in Parnell Street and an ex-Connaught Ranger named
Kennedy, who had just joined ue, was killed, He was
taken into the Laundry of St. Kevin's College, |

42 Pernell Square, and his remains were looked after by
two menmbers of Cumann na mBan, the Wisses 0'Dohertys
who had charge of the College, The O'Dohertys assisted

our men in every way possible.

The same day snipers were active against us and &

man of "E" Company, Mick O'Brien, was badly wounded in
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the head. Lieutenant Jim EKelly and Paddy Callaghan of
HG" Company téok a Lewis gun on to the roof of “4L4* to
attack the snipers' post but on firing the first |
burst the bolt of the Lewls gun blew back due to an
explosive round in the pan. The bolt struck
Lieutenant Eelly in the thigh; he was taken to Jervis
Street Hoepital and was detained. After some time
there the Free State forces raided the hospital looking
for him. On learning of‘thia‘Lieutenant Kelly made
his way back to "4L4" on a stick, O'Brien had been taken
to the Mater Hospital and we called an ambulance and
sent Kelly there also. Most of us were now on the
look out for the sniper who was still active. I entered
the front room upstairs and watched the rooftovs.
I saw a figure moving from behind a chimney stack on
the roof of the Bank at the corner of Parnell Street and
Parnell Square (Cavendish Row). I picked up a Mauser
rifle which was standing against the wall. I examined
it and saw it was loaded. I kept watch on the chimmey
stack until the man appeared again, He fired and the
* bullet struck the side of our window. He took cover
again. I instructed a couple of the men to watch for
_.his next appearance and when he again exposed himself
I fired from the centre of the room and two others from

the windows. Sniping was ended from that direction.

The same day Commsndant Holohan led a mixed party
from the various Companies on a sortie. His dpject was'
to reach the Four Courts. They were attacked in Mary
Street from a Free State post and & menber of "G
Company was fatally wounded. He was Thomas Markey.

He died later in Jervis Street Hospital.
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Commandant Holohan and his party (approximately 20 men)
returned to "Li', Later the same eveniné the

Commandant decided to take possession of Jenkin's premises
in Capel Street. 'He led the main body and ordered me to
remain behind with fifteen men for about twenty minutes
and then follow up through Parnell Street as a rearguard.
I waited the prescribed period and then set out with my
party. I marched in single line with half my men on
each side of the street. When approaching Stafford
Street we were attacked by machine-gun fire and two of my
men had their hats shot off but were not wouﬁded.

I shouted to the men to take cover in the doorways and we
returned the fire for sbout five minuteé but we were not
guite sure of the enemy's-location.\ After about ten
minutes I gave the order to advance, this time making use
of what cover we could find and proceeding 5y short
rushes. In this manner we safely reached Ryder's (og
Riddles) Row, a short street leading from Parnell Street
to Capel Street. &t this point there was & terprific
explosion and @ column of smoke and flame shot several
hundred feet into the air, The Four Courts had blown up.
The explosion shattered windows all around us and debris
of all sorts fell in the street. I halted my party
under cover opposite Junkin's. We had to cross Capel
Street under fire from an.armoured car and a party of
Pree State troops stationed near the corner of Mary's Lane
and Parneil Street. I sent my men across thé street in
two's and three's at intervals of from three to five

minutes. We got through with one man slightly wounded.

When I entered Jenkin's store I found Commandent
Hplohan and Vice~Commandant in command. The whole outfit

appeared to be disorganised, with the exception of a few
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men on guard at the main door. Nobody seemed to bother
whether we were attacked or not. There seemed to be

~ dlsagreement between the senior officers as to what
should be done as there was no hope now of assisting
the Four Courts garrison, A menber of Cumann na mBan
who attempted to leave on orders from the Commandant,
was shot at and wounded crossing Capel Street. T took
one of my men, Section Commander P. Dalton, with me to
examine the back of the premises, We found that our
position ’was wide open to attack from the rere.

I returned to the shop to report this to the Commandant
and was told the: Commandant had left with some of the
men and Vice-Commandant Irvin was in charge. The
Vice-Commandant was making & decislon with the Company
officers to surrender to the Free State troops.

Paddy Dalton and I declded we would find & safe dump for
our guns and clear out, We went down to the basement
to locate a safe hiding place and found an ideal spot.
After dAumping his stuff, Dailton ran upstairs again,

I re@ained e few minutes longer atpwing away some extra
gtuff, When I returned upstaira I welked into
Commandent J, Slattery, Pree State Army, and & party of
soldiers who were taking the surrender from Vice-
Commandant Irvin. I was taken prisoner with them.
Dalton was luckier than I was. He got out by the back
as the Pree State party entered the front. We were

~ taken to Griffith Barracks, South‘circular Road, and
locked in the gym:iésium, and on the evenling of the second
day there we were removed by lorry to Mountjoy, where

in spite of promises made by Commandant Slattery and our:
own Vice-Commandant Iz;vin, we were treated as criminawlsl

for several days. Dalton and some members of "G" Campsany,
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who got clear, were afterwards taken prisoners in the
*0dd Fellows" Hall, Abbey Street. A éonple of months
Iater Vice-Commsndant Irvin who was O/C. prisoners in
"B Wing, Mountjoy, with three others, decided to sign
the undertaking demanded by the Freé State Authorities
as a condition for release, They were sent out a

couple of days after they signed.

I was elected 0/C. prisoners in "B" Wing, I was
detained in Mountjoy about fifteen months, after which
I was sent to Tintown Camp No. 3. I learned on &rrival
there that my transfer from Mountjoy was a mistake.
I was to be returned to Mountjoy next day but they
apparently forgot all about me, When the releases began
most of my old comrades went homs and I was still
forgotten. It was now November 1923, and I decided
I would éhancé walking out with the néxt release party.
I packed my gear and paraded with a party outside the
compound next day. We had to enter & control hut
outeside the compound where & check-up took place., The
officer in charge told me I should not be there and
ordered me to wait outside, I walted with the remainder
ti1l the leader of the release party came out with the
rail voucher for the party. As they all moved off
I picked up my gear and marched out with them, I was
at home several weeks when the C.I.D. were calling at
my home to f£ind out how I escaped. They stated there
was no record of my releage. . After several calls to my
home for information which was not forthcoming I was

again forgotten.

SIGNED @ . .

PATRICK KELLY
DATE 5 K Cg}/rﬁ,/' /; G D
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