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Statement of Mr. Henry O0'Hagan

h8 Raymond Street,
South Circular Road, Dublin,

. I togk part in the formation of Trim Company
Volunfeers in January or February 1917 in a field at the
Reservoir. The Officers elected on that §ay vere the
late Colonel Seamus 0'Hig;ins Captain, Hiqk Hynes'lst
Lieutenant and Patrick Fay 2nd Lieutenant. 'I-'-It_a did
foot drill there for a few Sundays,land"O‘Higgins asked
me to ask my mother if she would give us a room for
drilling. 5he consented and we drilled there on week

~nights, The house I lived in in.Trim wvas the old
R.I.C. barracks bgfofg the R.I.C. moved into the old
military barracks. We had a fish and fruit shop
there, We had an advantege as you could drill

'100 men in one of the Tooms, the dormitory where the
R.I.C. slept. [Eddie Cullen, late Assistant Chief
Commissibner Civiec Guards, and Seamus Finn, Athboy
attended our first pafade and afterwards formed a
Company of Velunteers in Summefhill and Athboy. I
want to state that no Company of Volunteers-existed in
Trim prior to 1915. In fact, they ?ere almost all
pro-British. The only one I knev with sympathy for
the Baster Weék meﬁ was Seamus‘O‘Higgins. He kent a
public house two dooers from me. During.l917 there
were about 5 or 8 of us sworn into the I.RJB. by
General Sean Boylan, Dunboyne. GSeawus O'Hig;ins was
our Centre. I carried on with Tfim Coy. until early
in 1918 vhen I went to work at my trade in Athy. I vas
then transferred to Athy Comnany throuch the I.R.B,

I was elected Comnany Adjutant and Bétty liaher was
Captain. Athy at that time was a very hostile place

as out of a pooulation of 4,000, about two thousand had
Bfitish Army associations. about June 1918, we got

orders from the Carlow Brigade Staff to r.oid all



houses wvhere we knew arms were ltept. I was told to
meet Commandant kalone at the show grounds. He'éent me
from there to the Seventh Lock to John_Haern who was
in charge of the narty there which consist?d of é men.
Being a stranger he sent afboy to show me the nlace.

On arrival there we raided the house 9f“an;ex—British
Captain by the name of Hosey who had 2 sons serving in
France at the time. Ve gnocked at_the door of the
house, and when he opened it we hid in the éhadows
until he went back down the hall. Ve opened the door
and followed him down and asked him for the guns that
were in the house in the name of the Revublic. He
stood with his back to the wall and fought us fo.with
a clothes horse. I carried a club and struck him with
same, 4s I struck him he flung a lighted oil lamp in
my face. My showerproof coat was all blood. On ny way
back through the town'with young MeHamara, he was only
a boy, 2 R.I.C. men came azeting us. I told the boy
that if they stopped us I would have to shoot. He
said: "You shoot one and I will shoot the other", but
the 2 R.I.C. men went up a side street before wé cane tS
them., When I got home to oy digs ~ Lawler's public house
Barrack Street - Mr, Lawler asked me where I was and
what happened me. I told him I was out at Seven Stars
and fell off the bike, as I was cut around the ear and
mouth. This man Lawler was a Sinn Feiner, as was the .
boss I worked for, but they were against physical force
movement. The street'I lived in was raided on_that
night by the R.I.C. but ay digs was not. About

5 days later I was arrested in Gillespie's wvhere I
vorked and brought to the police barracks for
interrozation. The R.I.C. had got the Sinn Fein
members names bgt T had not joined the Sinn_Fein Club.

Thzt I think saved me. After about L hours

intery i n . .
ogation by police ama Heag Constable I was let



out but told I would be arrested again. I cyeled

back to Trim that evenihg and I was in.Trim at_the

time of the 1918 Elections. We marched -to election
msetings and got around platforms as local people

vere partly afréid to iisten to speakers until they
saw a crowd around the platforms. Ve took the'
advantage of‘forming Volunteer Companies in all the
villages we went to. By the time the Eleqtions were
over there was a Volﬁnteer Company in every vi;;age

in Trim arza,. Paddy Mooney, afterwvards Comdﬁ.

- in the Free State Army, Joe Lawler and 1 were out
painting slbgaﬂs in Summerhill'for_eleqtions when ve
were caught by the R.I.C. with brushes, paint and
kruckle dusters. We nzeded ﬁhe'laiter as the places
we visited were pretty hostilé. Ve were summoned
but Joe Lawler and I were not allowed to recognise the
Courf. Mogney wras allowed but said he was just
'driving“us. Ve didn't appear in Court bul we came to
Dublin, Lawler and'I,‘to loolt for wd:k and got |
transferred to the Dublin.Brigade. I joined A"
Company, lst Battalion, and Lawler joined the_3rd
Battalicn. I got a job as conductor on the trams.
While there I was mobiiised by Greg Hurphy'to I.R.E.

I worked in Dublin and drilled in Blackhall P;age until
O'Higginé vas arrested ih Trim and correspondence found
on him from ne. One of the "G" Division :zen, lLavelle,
‘vho wds afterwards shot, raided thé house of Mre.
Cévanégh Phoenix Street where I stayed and I had to
get out. Hhile.there I got in touch with & wman |
named Devlin from Manchester, who told me I could
nrocure arms there if I had credentials., I went down
to Dunboyne to General Sean Bbylan‘s house aﬁd met him
and got his-credentials. I had zbout £20 saved_anﬂ ves

very anxious to procure arms for Trim Company. I went



to Manchester ond I met Seamus Barrett iﬁ his second-
hand shop in Liverpool Road but I could not get arus.
He told me Boylan's credentials were no good to hinm.

He wanﬁed Collins“gutho?ity: There was lots of guns

there and I saw.Annjie HMacSwiney procuring some.

I came back to Dublin almost broke. I went to
Scotland soon afterwards with Denis Fitzpatfick, 2 man
"who had fought in the Four Courts in 1915, VYhen I got
to Falkirk we started to organise %he I.R.4., T in
Falkirk and Fitzpatrick in.Denny,'Stirlingshire;, Henry
Coyle came from G.H.Q., got in touch with nie and came
down with Seamus 0'Keeffe and svore the Company into
ﬁhe I.R.A. I was elected Company Captain, Paddy Aspill
1st Lieut. and Batty Geraghty, 2nd Lieut. Both were
Kildare men. We carried out drilling on two nights
a week., Father Robert Scott, at present in Kilkenny?.
helped us-allot. We had a Company qf about lCO. They
were very useful for nrocuring gelignite. I do not
think @t Eost the I.R.A. nore than7£5 for stuff.
These mén,pxocqred it themselves as the majority
were miners., Fitzpatrick from Demny and I from Falkirk
brought the gelignite in suit cases to the home of Sean
McGovern (who was a cousin of Sean MacDermott), Leith
Walk, Leith ﬁdinburgh. On one occasion I met Joe Vize
there with three or four Gepyans'and gave him a gun.
Colonel Joe Vize formed the?ﬂz@CBatt. in Edinbu?gh early
in 1920. The Officers elected that day vere @

Joe McCauley, Loughgello (who had won Croix de’
Guerre in France) Commandant.

Denis Fitzpatrick, Denny Vice Commandant
Paddy Thompson, Edinburgh Quartermastér
H. 0'Hagan, Falkirk . Ad jutant

Paddy Hyiand, Winchborough

There were men from a few other places but I cannot
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think of the names. Vize swore all those not alrcady

members into the I.R.B. that day.

In August 1920 I came home to Trim and attended
some of the lectures in Haurice Collins' shop given
by Richard Maleahy and Dick lMcKee. During that time
the attack on Trim barracks was plannad. e haa a
meeting in the Town Hall, Trim, on the Thursday and
made plans to capture and burn the barracks on the
Sunday moerning when,half Qf the R.I.C. would be at
Mass. Twelve men were picked to téke i, Twelve
to burn it an@ twélve men to cerry awéy the stuff,
On the éaturday night bafore. all the men and those
who were to fell the timber on the roads were
mobilised to.meet in my mother's house as it was
Headquarters. There vere so many_coming ang géi;g
inté the shop for years that nobody suspected there
was  anything on.. The timber fellers vent home
during the night, leaving the 36 men in the room and
the‘ﬁriver of the car. I wés in the first 12 and
my brother in the second. 1In fact, the Trim Company
vere mostly brothers. The barracks was entered on
the last stroke of the chapel bell as all roads were
to be blocked at the last stroke. A number of rifles
were taken, some.gelignite and guh cotton and
ammunition. The Head Consiable was shot. . After
doing the job we went home and dressed in our Sﬁnday
clothes and nobody susmected anyone from Trim had
anything to do with.it. There vas 2 football match

’
in Navan on that day and Paddy looney and I got a 1ift
on an EBdenderry lorry to the. game. On our way home
~a lorry of military pagssed us on a bend between Trim
and Navan and called on us to halt, and as we did

three more lorry loads c¢ame up behind, ordered us

out and told us to extend to the right and, of coursge
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we stood like sheep. Mooney and I were ?ﬁ the centre
of the group. He had Y% rounds of emmunition and I had
a-bombing lecture in nmy good clothes which I fbrgot
to remove, but the soldiers téok so long reading
the'Edenderry boys cofrespondence a?d love letters
thet the offier in charge ordered us back into the
lorry. When we got bhack into Trim it was like a
deserted village as during the day one‘boy was
wounded and another_was'riding a bicycle down the
street and was shot. Mooney and I went fo take up
our positions for the night bﬁf found no officer

o there. We vere surprised as the ~utside Cémpanies
were to be in to defend the town vhen the Black and
VTans came in to burn it. It was decided the Thursday
night before that they were to defend it. e newver
fouﬁd out who called it off. I vent back to Glasgow
and renorted to Carney. T had b;opght back a
dispatch to Géneral-Boylan concerning Sean Mquvern
who was suspected of selling arms in_Glasgow, fér

a reference-as he came from his area. I -went back |
to Falkirk and Mr. HcCsuley asked me to help him to
organise a few Companies in Fifeshire. During that
time I was on the bodﬁguard to Archbishop Mannix when
he landel in Scotland. - I came back to Falkirk

and Joe HMcCauley came 1in and told me that Henry Coyle
and Joe McGinn (Strickland) were arrested in Alloa
and vie would have to-try -nd release them. He sent a
messenger to John Swveeney to send some men and
equipment right away. About 7 o'clock 6 or 7 men
ar:ivéd”from Glasgow. Tvo of them I knew - Mick
O'Carroll and Sean Flood. Denis Fitznatrick, Felix
O'Hanlon, George Coylé, Paddy Smith and John Mﬁrﬁhy,.
all from Demnny, were there also and Johnny Sweeney,

+he son of the man »f the house.



Sweeney's, Kerse ILane, was our dumn and
headqgarters; Swéeney’s dauzhter ade izasks for all
of us. HMick O'Carroll from Glascow and myself went
by train to Alloa where‘the_prisoners vere and the
~others went by car. ile got there 2ll right and mel
at our allotted nlaces but the nrisoners had becn
noved bhefore ve arfived. We had to walk back. It

took us all night. It must be 30 miles the way we

came pack.

All the crms aud gelignite were stored in
Sweeney's, Kerse Lane. The car was to call to
Palkirk to Sweeney's for a load on the night they
were caught. Joe Furlong also cqllectéd stﬁff out

of Sweeney's.

The names of the Falkirk born ren in the I.R.A.
Lere -t J. McAlenan; Stephen Fallon, John James Fallon,
Peter Fallon, Bugh O'Kee, Jaues O0'Kee, Jeames lMcCue,
Tommny Doherty, Owen ﬁaher, Joe Ryan, Willie Harte,
Zdvard-Goodman, Joe Goodman, Tomuy MeMurrow. Primo
Moscardini and Joe Hoscardini, Cafe Proprietors, and
Johﬁ Savoy ~ all Italians - gave us assistance and

help a2t all times,

The Cumanh na mBan members -

Lizzie MacKean Main Street
 Elizabeth Molloy Camelon

Hary iullane - _Grangemanth'
laggie Gallagher High Streéﬁ
Brideget  McMurrough Menor Street
Hary O'Donnell Manor Street
Katie Hegarty Glebe Street
Jrs. Cassidy Cemelon

411 were born in Scotland.
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Joe Booker who is at presznt employed in Clancy
Barracks was in Scotland throughout this pleriod
and was in constant touch with Joe Vize a;nd Joe
Furlong. He should be in a position to supply
information of all activities in thé other areas in

Scotland,

5igned ﬂmi MOIQ,Q/\W

(Harrﬁ O'Hagan

Date _o2Jadl /,L_fuu /P8R
23r

3 dcgﬁﬁ%, 1952.

2

Lotk

(J. Kearns) Comad't.
Date old Al /PSR
<_/

Vitness __

23rd June 1952,
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