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Witness

Sedn Healy,
Stgti on House,

Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
ldentity.

ist Lieutenant, A. Company, lst Battalion,
No. I Cork Brigade.

Subject.

Dillon's Cross, Co. Cork, Ambush, 1920.

Conditiens, if any, Stipulated by Witness.

Nil.
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»  oup BURNIN. OF CORK.

/ DUBLIN FIRS BRIGADS TO THE RESCUH.

2 cork wmg in the thraess af the Anglo Ir4dh we»_in Desenbear 1020, The atorl.
. Barwscks was the Head Quarters P ane arciliary Pollcs: Fgroe, whooe DArbar-
.. ous strooities will news» be Taraotien by the Irish people. i
The: mgvemsnbs ©F this faros ware -bein: carefully watohed by the ever
vigilens ‘inhelligenas Departnant af the Irich Republican Army. It was
_gusarved that twa lwries of these marnuders usually lefh thed Victorias
Barracks about A.00.p.m. ni-holy, on raiding epaittions, Information wae
received B3 that cavaral prominant I.R.A. afficers wars t0 be shot at eight
and that sone of the principal business houses ware 0 be dburned down, bhens
1t was decided to take auick and dstarminedt action oaainot the suvilisries.
A pasition wams selacbed inslide ths nountary wall at Dillons Croee,
situsbed aboud FOO ynrds fran the Victoria Barrecks, and Pirtesn piloked
men, were dstailed to take pard in the anzagenentd ,
At 7.%0.p.n. on Priday night, Decsmber ICth 3020, the anbusbina party
togk up their positians. A eoout was Dlauced an t«he roadwy ta siznal the -
- approsch of the snany, with ingtructions to zive one blast of & whistle
for ssob lorry of Auviliaries which passed. After an apparently inter-
cinabls: bour of walting and listening to the {ymunerables: lorries of Britieb
soldiers which passed by, no sooubt whistle was haard, The evpectant ensmy
414 nob approsch, The Fathes had Favoured the: suxiliaries on that niabb,
A counoil of the officers prenent was held when it waws decided to defer
sotion until the following nicht.

Owing to the close provimity af the position bo the Hritish Militery
Head Quartere, and the ever watohful ayes of the British Intellisence
Departuent, it wags subsesumtly arranzed ©o yeduce the strenztb of tbe
Column to eiv¥ uen, '

Cn the followinz night, Saturday. Decenbsn IIth 1970, Bositions were
cooupled by the attaoking party, who were arped with revolvers and Mills
bombs. One man was detailed 9o ach as Romd Seout, two bo attack the rear
? lerry, sud three to sttack the leadina lorry, e ot
: Av on the previgus niohd neversl lurries of soldlers, passed to apd.

fro, ‘hen suidenly a short giorill whistle sgunded in the ni«hh air, quiokl.
followsd by & sscond blast, ta the sccanpsninant af the dxansg of Crosfeley
notey enzinss, and the bolstaricuo volosn off the Auvillisries. These vere:
the sianals for sction. Two words off counand wWeare. spoken by, the: Comnanding
Cfficer- ReadyiFirel. ITumedistisly bonbs ware: hoelsd® ad the-lorries, follow
ed by revolvan shots. then the swoke had clsared awwy, wrealted Loyries
and: wounfed Aurxilfisries coculd be :seen on the rondway, Pirceen of the ensny
were put out of avtisi, which Left sn e7uAl nunber %0 oaxry on the: fight,
Revolver shots from the I.B.l. wen replied to the Auxiliaries ririe
- $4ye. The 4in of the battls aquickly reschsd the ears af the -Carrisan olose
by, wha Tushed to the resgus of thelr aqitredes, The suall I.R.A. oslumn
reslised that they couldt nat hold cul vary lona against hundreds of Britist

ths: I.R.A. oglum, whioh had dicxppesred without leaving eny trace badind,
Then followed the crowming sot off Frightfulness;: the whols foroe of

 Auxilisries, aconmpsnied by "“Black and Tanpg” and acidiers were Ist loose
in ths oity. Utterly out of ' aontral the -miYitary and sc oalled polloe:,
esckad plindered and burned the-principal shopw, the City Hall, and severa

. pudblic bulldings, The doors of nuperqus priviee dwellings wers suashed in,

 theiy oncupants darasqed forth and beatian. leithear old oF younz wers spared
Children were sjusaling in terror while there parents vers beinz brubslly
beaten and thair homes zivan over to the-flanes. ‘Dwink vas looted fron
Ilcensed prenises, bafare setting fire %o them,

While thase araies wers #bill in prazress the Black and Pans" bYOk® -
into o Awellinz house :in Dublin H11L, and moiered twa hrothers naned
Delansy in their beds, &t the sans tins wounding thaiy father. :

Some -evbent aff the cunflapretion.the ruin, and destitubion, can be:
sudged by the .aotion of the: Clvico Authorities, who found 1% necesssry to
sunson sseistance:fx xs the: Dublin Fire Brizade, the looal Bricades being
unsble: to. subfus the Flmmes. The MNebropoliton Brigzade heroioally respondes
%0 the call,.and arrived in the csoutheyn Capital, by & spacial train nm
4ay, whers there wWas etill hours of strenuous work switing then, |

) ‘Finally British War tanks, rsoently trangported from the battleflel
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