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STATEMENT OF MR, NICMM.E I

6, Burlington Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin.

I was born at Rahan near Bruff, Co. Limerick,
in 1898. My father was a férmer at Rahan, In 1507 1
went to St. Colman's College, Fermoy. I was there for
six years and then came to University College, Dublin,

where I did Engineering until 1916.

I joined the Volunteers in Dublin in November,
1913, at the first meeting in the Rotunda Rink., I was

in "C* Company, 3rd Battalion.

I was'ﬁot in Dublin during the 1916 Rising as -
it happeﬁed to be the Easter holidays and I had gone back
to County Limerick. Hearing what was on during
Easter Week, I tried to get to Dublin but only got

as far as Limerick Junction.

During the next year thére’was very little doing
in Dublin - 1916 and 1917. ‘I was Demonstrator in the:
Engineering School of University College. About June

of 1917 I went back to Co. Limerick.

I think it was late in 1917 that Sean Wall
conceived the idea of forming a Company of Volunteers
in Bruff and got in touch with some people in Dublin,
as a result of which Con Collins was sent down to tell
us what to do. Con Collins attended the meeting which
we_arranged and a Company of Volunteers was formed. ‘
Sean Wall was elected Captain. I was elected lst

Lieutenant and Jim O'Connor, 2nd Lieutenant.

‘ We undertook a certain amount of training during
the following winter and formed other Com?anies in the
surrounding villages at Grange, Bruree, Dromin and
Athlacca. These five or six Companies were formed |

into a Battalion at a meeting of the officers of the



Companies, at which we elected Sean Wall Commandant
of the Battalion. I then became Captain of Bruff

Company;

I thipk things remained in‘phet shape until the
inquiry in eonne&tion with the Galtee Brigade was
held by M.W..O'Reilly at Kngek}ong tovards the end
of May, 1918. The result of that enquiry, as far as
I remember it, was that neither of the parties mainly
concerned, Donncadh O'Eagnigan_end Liam Manahan,
was to hold Brigade rank. There was, therefore, a
vacancy for a Brigadier and Sedn Wall was elected
Brigadier. ~ Again I filled his place as Commandant of
what we later called the Headquarters Battelion, that
is, the Battaliopg}n the &istript around Bruff; 1
believe it was the 3rd Battalion.‘ The Brigade
Headquarters was in that Battalion area just because

the Brigadier 1lived there.

The first major activity of the Bast Limerick
Brigade was the attack on.Bally;aﬁdere Berracks. That
wes followed within about a month by an attack on
Kilmallock Barracks, the_date of vhich was the 28th
May, 1920. One of the parties to the Galtee Brigade
dispute, Donncadh O'Hannigan, turned uvp at the fight
in Ballylanders and volunteered to take part. He was
gladly accepted, did very well and maintained‘cbntact
with Brigade Headquarters during the next couple of
ﬁeeks when we were organising the attack on Kilmallock.
As far as 1 remembef, he was in immediate charge at
Kilmallogk, although Sedn Wall, the Brigade Commander,
was present, but we did our.best to keep Seén Wall
as far from the fighting as possible because we |
real;sed he was the one man we could not afford to

lose.,
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Immediately after Kilmallock we learned that
fourteen names had been put on the police "wanted"
list and that the charge would be "complicity in
fhe murder of police." We decided not go go home.
Then the problem was - what should we do? Rather for
the want of any better scheme, we decided we must
remain together and ve must get ammunition, quickly. We
had fired off practically everything we had at
Kilmallock,

I knew just how much ammunition we had going into
the fight at Kilmallock because I went to Dublin for
it, and I had so much I had to get help to get it
down the country. .1 had three big bags which were

given to me by Joe O'Reilly in Parnell Square. When

‘I asked him how I was to get them to Kingsbridge he

replied, "That is your problem". I wired Sedn Wall .
to send me up another man and he sent Liam Scully to

join me in Dublin and help to get the ammunition back,

| Scully and .I took the three bags from Parnell Square to

Kingsbridge and got on a train which was mainly .
occupied by British troops. We conveyed the stuff to
Enociklong. This vas the same Scully who was killed in
the fight at Kilmallock., The stuff we brought from
Dublin was mainly bombs. There was some rifle _
ammunition in it, and we had a certain amount of rifle

ammunition ourselves already.

Perhaps I should mention that prior to this

I think it was about Easter, 1920 -~ we decided to burn
all unoccupisd barracks in our area ang we got approval
for the idea from Headquarters. 1 think that idea_

originated in the East Limerick Brigade. The proﬁosal_

was sent up to G.H.Q. for approval and duly sanctioned.

Following this, there was a general order issued, as
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far as I remember, to Volunteers in other places to do the
same thing, but I think the original idea was the
submission of the East Limerick Qrigade which was
generally adopted by'G.H.Q. I got badly burned myself
in the course of destroying one Barracks and, when I

was throwing bombs at Kilmallock, my hands were still
sore after the burning I had got in the destruction of
the vacated Barracks. The Brigade became bgtter
organised after the Kilmallock attack but was hardly
quite orthodox (See Page 9. )

The fight at Kilmallock was organised with some
thought, énd we had help from some of the neighbouring
Brigades. Mick Brennan and some three or four others
came from Clare and we had some friends from Tipperary.
In fact, we had so many men there that we had some
trouble to find suitable allocations for them all
without overcrowding. We had given instructions to
have  the railway line cut on either side of Kilmallock.
It was to be éut on one side to prevent the troops
from Tipperary getting at us, and at the other side to
intercept the troops from Buttevant. The cutting of
the line was carried out on the Tipperary side but not
on the Buttevant side. Fortunately for ourselves,
nobody had triéd to get through but we did not know
that the Buttevant line was in tact until we had left
the scene in the morning. The military presumed that
it was cut. At least, we were told that they presumed-
it was cut. The planning was done mainly at Tonm
Sheedy's which‘is three or four miles south of Kilmallock
It was organised almost entirely by Séan Wall with the
aid of Sean Forde (otherwise Tom Malone), Donncadh
O'Hannigan, Tim Crowley and mysélf. These are the

names 1 remember now; I am sure there were others.

One of the main items at that meeting was to get the
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ammunition and I was sent to Dublin to look after
that.  When I got back, I found that I was in
charge of the southern end. Tim Crowley was in

charge of the buildings right opposite the Barracks

and Sean Forde was in charge of the northern end.

The scheme was to break through the roof of
Carroll's house, that is, the house at the northern
end occupied by Sean Forde, and pour paraffin oil -

I am not quite certain whether in the original Echeme
it was paraffin oil or betrol; we did not in those
days fully appreciate the risk assoc;afed with petrol
pour in paraffin oil or petrol to the roof of the
Barrack in which a hole was to be broken with a 2 1b,
weight or a 4 1b. weight and so get it on fire.

There was also ascheme to pump thé‘petrol or paraffin
oil on to the Barrack roof but for some reason .or
another, that did not quite materialise. Forde did
break the Barrack roof and get it on fire, but at
more risk to himself than was originally anticipated.
At the southern end we were relying on bombiné,snly_to
keep them in and they used rifle grenades to leep us
out. Naturally, the windows of the houses occupiled
by our fellows were unprotected except for what
impromptu fire cover we could rig up and they tried
to shoot rifle gfenades from the Barracks straight
iﬁto the windows occupied by our men. Actually it

is difficult to do this, though we did not appreciate
that fact at the time. A1l we knew was fhap_they

did not make much of a success of their efforts.

We were shooting at loopholes in steel plates
which covered the Barracks windows, which again is
very difficult as the target is very small, although

it can be very, very interesting to be firing at a

* loophole for some time. I had experience of
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~ this in Scariff at a later date.,To'Teturn:the compliment
Brennans had paid us by coming %to help us at
Kilmallock a few of us went to_Scarir? for a flght A
there one evening. I had nothing_tobdo‘during this
engggement except mark one window and that meant one
loophole. Of course, in the semi-darkness I could
oﬁly go on the flash of the other fellowfs rifle at
the loophole to locate it, °~ He hit the.gill of the
window in which I was, and I have no doubt whatever
that that window sill was limestone. I can still
taste the limestone against the crack of the bullet
on it. It filled my mouth Wlth limestone qust. I
kept firing at his loophole until he ceased firing.
That incident, however, was some months later in the

chronology of events.

To go'back to Kilmallock, we left it in the
morning.at about seven o'clock a_completgly ruiqed
building in which there coﬁld npt be mofe thap a few
people alive. There was a little annexé wpich“may'have
been a cell or lock-up, or perhaps a lavatory or
scullery. It was a very small stone building at thg
back, which we could not get ét‘to put on fire. The
main building was pretty well_burned out when'gg‘left
it. It was long after daylight - seven o'clock on
a summer's morning. There was no peint in staying
longer, as we expected enemy reinformcements to be
closing in on us from all directions at any minute, the
fight having gone on all night long and our -ammunition

supply had run low.

Scully had been shot rather garly in the
morning. He was communications orders between the
parties of our fellows in different houses and at
one stage the fight seemed to be going very well for

us. We did, by the way, hear some indication from
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the_police in the_Barracksrthat they were willing to
surrender. We had been galling on them to surrepder
and we thought at one stage that they had agreed to
do so. Scully was going from the north to the south
or from the south to the north and as he passed by
the Barrack gate where he would have lost the shelter
of the little wall in fronmt of the Barrack he was
shot. I did not actually see him fall because I was
at Conneedy's house at the southern end and my '
recollection of it is from what I heard at the time.
I'did.not see Scully fall, I am certain of that.
Then we took Scully's body back to West Limerick. We
had some people too at that fight from West Limerick
vhom i did not mention. We had Jacky Finn, the

Brigadier of West Limerick, and a car load of his

fellows.

I think our first notion was to take Scully
to his home town in Kerry to bury him,.but_we found
it too far. We got as far as Glounthaune, I think it
was in West Limgrick. We buried him eventually in
Templeglantine late at night. I did not go down with
the body. Sean Wall and I went there a day or so
later when we hear@ that he was being buried in

Templeglantine.

I héd been teaching engineering_in_the'Teqh._
in Limerick during the previous eight or ten months.,
I went into Limerick on the day following the attack
but I found it was not a safe place:to stay. I asked
the late Ned Coolgan, who was Commerce teacher to také‘
" over the Engineering classes which he did for the
remainder of the term. He was not an engineer but he
was the type of man that could take over almost any
‘¢lass at Technical School level if you showed him

what was wanted and gave him the book.
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My recollection of the fopmation of the East

Limerick Column is not, of course, very clear but

here it _is for what it is worth. As I said, fourteen

names were listed by the Police as‘wanted?_immediately

after Kilmallock. A few of us who were concerned
met at Sean Wall's headquarterg which was at Uregar
near Bruff, a day or two éfter. We found that we
could not go hbme,so it seemed to be better to stay
together. The great need was to get some ammupition
as we had none left after the Kilmal}pck.fight.
The question of how to get it was discussed. o
Somebody had an idea that there was a military patrol
between Emly Station and the Barracks there which
could be captured easily without allowing them to

use up the ammunition they carried. That operation
was carried out, perhaps a week later, @nd'I“think
something like a thousand rounds_were ggt there,_$h§n
the group found itself able 1o move_abput and looked
around for other handy fights., Thgy continued to
do that for a little while and I think somebody just

put the name "column" on it.

My recollection is_clearly_that the column was
agcidental.-_The coming together of the men who
constituted the column occurred in'the way I have
just stated, but the name "flying célump” vas not
uged then to describe the group. It was actually
funetioning aé a flying column dbut the naming of it
came at a later'FtageAwhen flying columns were formed

by the order of G.H.Q.

Actually I believe that the R.I.C. Sergeant
Sullivan, of Kilmallock was more responsible than.
anyoné else for the formation of the East Limerick

column vhich was I believe the prototype of all the

flying columns. VWhen he published the list of’
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fourteen names as wanted for “cbmplicity in the
murder of police" after the Kilmallock attack, we had
no option but to.band purselves together_on the run,
and take enough ammunition for self-defence from the
people who had it - thg British Forces. If Sergeant
Sullivan had not published his 1ist of names but let
us go home quietly, we probably would have stayed

quiet or comparatively quiet at any rate.

We had some difference with Headquarters'abqut
the column afterwards when Ernie 0'Malley came down
as organiser., Our notion was that the column shguld
belong to the Brigade and that, when it came into a
Company area, the local Company should simply scout
for the column, I don't think that was Hgadquarters
idea of the organisation. At least, as far as I
remember, it was not O'Malley's idea. He wanted each
Battalion a complete unit in itself and he did not
want this "roving banﬂ", as I think he once called
them, going around from one place to another, He
wanted every volunteer to fight. We on the other
hand d4id not want the young lads to fight at all. He
wanted those who were already on the run and who
had to remain afoot - we wanted them to do the N
fighting and those who were not yet suspect to remain
guiet. O0'Malley said we were not organising ﬁhe
'Vélunteers at all but that we were organising a
column with attendants, which was true,. That is
what we were doing. I think it was towards the endgﬁ
of 1920 that 0'Malley came to us. I felt that
O'Malley wanted each Company to defend its own
territory and each Battalion to defend its own _
territory, whereas our scheme of things was that the

Company Commanders should report, through the Brigade

Headquarters, to the Column of any chances they saw of
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a fight, These reports would be examined by

the Column Commander, who was Donncadh O'Hannigan, and
if- he thought'it a feasible propositiop he would bring
in the men who were to do the fighting. A few of the

local Company might be picked to fight but, generally

speaking, they would be scouting and supplying .

information.

As I said T had been teaching in the_Technical
School in Limerick éuring the winter of 1919-1920.
It was a Technical School run by Sinn Fein and it
was, I think, the first Local Govermment effort of
Sinn Fein. It was a Dail Eireann institution. Michael
De Lacey, who had been sentenced to death after Easter
Week, was appoihted principal by the Limerick_
Technical Committee. Up to that point, the Limerick
Technical Committee was a law-abjding organisation
- within the law as it stood at the time., De Lacey
wvas appointed and the “powers that were", that is, the
British Authori?y, refﬁsed to sanction his appointment.
The Limerick Technical Committee refused to get rid
of him, broke loose from the law and vere taken over
by 8inn Fein. A couple of the teachers left. The
whip was sent around to get people to fill the gaps
and I was pushed in to teach Engineering in place
of the man who had left. Thelpositionirgg;ly was
that the Technical Committee and the Technical Schools
were outlawed by the British Authority and they were
taken over more or less as they stood by Dail Eireann,
We carried on, Terry MacSwiney and Liam de Roiste
became our Technical Inspectors; I don't know which
Minister - Education or Local vaernment - appointed
them, but they did attend and carry out inspections

at the School. Then in July or August 1920 When‘mdny of

'us on the staff were on the run and because of the

stoppage of the grants by the British authorities
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the Technical Committee decided to close the School.

One morning in August 1920 the local postman
brought me a letter from‘the Technical Commit?ee_
regretting they had to dispense with my services, as
they were closing the School, and enclosing a small
balance that was due to me. One of the Volunteers
who was present sa;d “"Wouldn't it be terrible if you
were shot with that in your pocketi" ‘Liam Hayes,
who was also present, remarked, "I have a few pounds
in my pocket too." The man who was advocating the
liquidation of the funds said, "Wouldn't it be awful,
Bill, if you were shot apd have the Tans drinking
what you have in your pocket!® 8o the idea took.
We had a motor car and a suppiy of petrol. Sean Wall
the Brigadier, was in Dublin and I was in charge of
the Bfigade.in'a tempqrary capégity ih his a@senge:
It was arranged that we would use the motor car and
petroi to dispose of the surplus. money on our hands
and we decided on a trip to Lisdoonvarna, organised
mainly by Sean Forde. The party consisted of Forde
Hayes,’Crimmins who suggested the idea and myself.

On the way to Lisdoonvarna we had tyre trouble which
necessitated the purchase of a new tyre, something we
had not anticipated and which ate into our financial
resources. The result was that we were only_able to
spend a couple of days there and I think that some of
our friends in Lisdoonvarﬁa were very glad to_pe.rid

of us when, for financial reasons, we had to leave!

.« 4As we approaéhed Limerick on the way hone,
Malone said he knew some people at Cratloe, Co. Clare,
and ve called there, mainly with glview to getting a ‘
" meal. There ve met some of the East Clare Brigade,

Austin Brennan and some others. One of them séid,



"Wg_are attacking Scariff tomorrow night. Would

you wait for'it?"‘ This was right into my barrow
because it would give me an excuse for'being avay

for some days, in case Sean Wall was home before me.
We said, "Yes, we would be delighted to‘takg part

in the Scariff attack" and we did. The attack

was not a success. _We were allocated to positigng
and just told what to do; We did as well as we could

what we had been told to do.

It was an ordinary R.I.C. Barracks. I don't
remember how many were in it, perhaps tenf The
scheme was that some of these were to be caught in the
opeﬁ before they had time to get into the cover of
the Barracks, but sdmething weht wrong, with the plan
and we found ourselves just shooting at s?eé;_A
shutters. Some of our people‘suggeéted getting on
the roof, but the Clare people did not like the roof
idea, Apparently no plan had been made for_the_
burning or taking of the Barracks by a prolonged
attack, and so the whole thing was called off after
a couple of hours. We were thanked and told we could

£0.

It was on the day following that attack that
Sean Forde, having decided to call on a friend of
his who is now his wife, with a couple of others ran

into the Tans near Annacotty.

The motor car we had going to Lisdoonvarna was
a car that Dick 0'Connell of Mid-Limerick had
captured sometime'previoﬁsly from a D.I. at Pallas.
It had been in West Limerick for some time after o
the Kilmallock attack when Sean Eordg_andﬂl decided
to go to Athea to collect it ard, incidentally, to
try to dispose of Sergeant Sullivan who had

commanded the Barracks in Kilmallock durlng the attadsc
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and was responsible for the publication of the fourteen
names on the wanted list. Following‘thg

Kilmallock attack, Sullivan had been transferred

to Athea, and so we thought we might kill two

birds with_tpe one stope by dispos}ng of'Sq;livan

an& collecting the car. We contacted Jackie Finn:.
.when we got to Athea, aﬁd learned from him that

- Sullivan had been moved on to Listowel. We learned
some time later that Sullivan had been accpunﬁed for
by the Volunteers in Listowel. During that trip

we also went to Ballybunion and qude'§riedrto
organise an attack on the police barracks in
Bal;ybunion. We found the wholempopulation up

agéinst it, The local Volunteers would not have it
because-it was the height of the holiday season in
Ballybunion and they thought any military activity
there would injure the local tourist trade, They

gave us as a feason for not having the attack that the
Tans were expecting it and in fact, that the town was
to be raided fhat night. They were so certain of it
that they thought it essential that they and we should
get out of the town. They thought the best way out

of it was'tq get on a boat and go across to Clare.
They took us across to Kilkee, deposited the two of

us in Kilkee and we made our way back to Limerick.

In connection with the escape of Genergl Lucas
I got instructions from Sean Wall to go to Jack
Hartigan's-at Castleconnell and collect General
lncas,, Before going, I had decided that General
Lucas was to stay in East Limerick for. as short a
time as possible and I had arranged, I think it was
with Jack McCarthy, to have him handed over through
Kilfinane on to Cork. We did not want to have the
trouble of holding Lucas as it was difficult to find

a suitable place to keep him and it needed =a
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geperal alerthggs and the ggrvices of a number of
men to seé that his whereabouts were not discovered
.by the British. The Cork Brigade, which had been
responsible for his capture oyiginal}y, were now
agreeable to take him back and wé_decided to get him
back to them as éuickly as possible. On the day that
we were to have taken him from Jack Hartigap'g Bill
ﬁayes and myself got the County Surveyor's car and
left for Jack Hartigan's, but on the way there we
were met by a friend who told us that the bird had
flown. He had escaped that morning. -After his escape
and:whep he was being eécorted by a British patrol,
this patrol ran into an ambush &t Oola. The
aiﬁushers.did not know that Lucas was in the convoy

of course, That was purely an accident.

The Brigade in East Limerick was rather an
extraordinary organisation, mainly because our
Brigadier, Sean Wall, was a very active man. He was
Chairman of the Limerick County Council. He also
had@ charge of the Dail Loan collection which
incidentally was the biggest in the country,h He
collected £34,000. The next highest to that in
any one constituency was £17,000 coliected by Kevin
O'Higgins in Laoighis. He ran elections and he ran

Local Government, in addition to his military duties.

The extent to which Sean'Wall contrglled the
County Council would be illustrated by this little
étory. _ Occasionailymhe"ggked me to accompany him
to County Council meetings, although I was not a
.member of the County Cpuncil but nobody ever thought
of asking what my business -there was. Onae of these
occasions the Secretary reported a vacant rate

collectorship at a place near Emly. The Chairman
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looked at me and said, "Could you supply a man?”.

I said I would want a day or two to think about it. Hé
then said to the Acting Secretary, Maurice Fitzgerald,
" MHe will give you a name in a few days." I d4id.

I rounded up the Volunteers in the area and asked who

was a suitable man for the Jjob.

It was not a very attractive job at that time
becausé the funds collected as rates on behalf of Dail -
Eireann were being lodged in banks ﬁnder the.names of
private individuals to avoid any attempt by the British
to identify or discover the'whereaboqts_of these funds.
Funds could not be lodged_fo the‘aqcount of a County
Council as they would automatically.come_up@erAthe
control of the British authorities. E‘The position

was that there Qere two rival systems, the British.
s?stem,.which endeavoured to ggllect the rates on
behalf of the British Local Govermment Board, and the
Dail Eireann system which tried‘tqwco}}ect‘the same
rates on behalf of the Dail Eireann Local Government
bepartment. The Limerick County rates were being
lodged to the name of Michaél de Lacey at the National

Bank in 0'Connell Street, Limerick.

To come back to the incident of the rate
~collector, within-a‘few days I @ad selected a person
vho seemed to me to'Be suitable. I ?roughtAh;m along

to the Acting Secretary and he,vwithqut_any quesﬁions
and without bond, handed him the rate books and told
him to go and collect and thatlI would give him the |
instructions on what to do with the money. He said
before we parted, "I want another man. There is another
man gone'". The old staff of rate collectors were

;going pretty fast at this stage as the job was no longer

g sinecure. They did not want to diéobey our
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instructions and neither did they want to fall out
with theif former employers - some of them - and so
" they were leaving fhe job. I looked around and got
another man, For this other, fhere was no order
whatever from the County Céuncil; At the following
ﬁeeting of the Council, which was held, by the vay,
in the Mental Hospital, the Acting Secretary read the
minutes of the last meeting. Then he read out two
names, persons appointed rate collectors for gertaiﬁ
areas, 'Somebody who was not in very close touch
locked up.and asked, "By the way, Mr, Secretary, who
proposed those two names? I don't remember thgm."
Thé‘éecretary rising to the occasion, said, "Mr. |

Chairman, gentlemen, I proposed them and I seconded

them myself! " - and that was accepted.

. I was saying that the Brigade ran practically
everything in East Limerick. We organised Dail
Eireann Courts, providing not only the Bench but the
Bar also where necessary, and éf course enforcing
Court orders. One one occasion I sat with Sean Wall
in a .cow-ghed " at midnight to hear a case in which
Tim Crowley defended some wrong-doers Mick Mb:pe;h

had arrested in Kilmallock when Donncadha O'Hannigan
addressing us for the prosecution said "My

Government takes a yery serious view'of-the offence
with which the prisoners before you_ére charged.” Even
under that circumstances which compelled us to hoid

our court in a cow-shed under cover of darkness

we were not allowed to forget that we were acting on-

the authority of the Government.,

The Brigade also administered Local Government
in the county with the full co-operation of the
County Staff. -
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Maurice Fitzgerald, Acting Secretary of the County
Council was not a Volunteer but he wés a great
admirer of Sean Wall, the Chairman, and maintained
a staunch loyalty to him. Anything the Chairman
ordered was all right with Maurice, It might not
be legal but Fitzgerald would carry it out. In
fact, I think all the staff in Limeriék-County |
Council at that time were with us. . There were two

County Surveyors, one a Belfast man, Davidson, and

‘the other, Tomﬁy Ryan, a local man, and we could have

a car from either of themlto take us anywhere at

any time. - Of course, these were always safe cafs
to travel in, at least safe: fhan.most cars, ?hil
0'Sullivan, the County Solicitor,lthough handicapped
by a personal friendship for Joe Devlin,admired

the "“man of action" in Sean and was always at paiﬁs
to keep his local Government activities as nearly

in line with the Law as possible ~ a task in which

" he got 1little help.

It was also quité a normal thing for Sean Wall
to ask me to attend a meeting of some_other local
authority on his behalf. Following the 1920 (may

have been 1919) Local Government Elections he was

.interested in the Chairmanship of the Croom Rural

District Council. At that time the practice was

that the Chairman of each Rural Di?tgict Council
automatically had a seat on. the County Council. He
waﬁted a_certain person, Jack Clifford, appointed

to represent the Croom Rural District C&unqil.

Clifford was a Battalipn Commandant.in Dick.Q'Qonnell's
area, that is, Mid-Limerick Brigade. He wasla very
good ?olunteer and seemed the riéht type for the
County Council. ‘I looked up the law on the.éuestion

and probably consulted Phil 0tSullivan before I went
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to the meeting and I found it was not essential that
- he should be chairman, that it was simply the practice
that the Rural Council sent their Chairman but that
they could have nominated some member other than the
Chairman. The West Limerick group had a_majority‘
of one in the Croom‘Rural District which was on the
borderline between East and West Limerick: West
Limerick turned up to the meeting with their candidate-
selected for the Chairmanship and he was dﬁly
proposed and seconded., A member of the Councii
' proposed ‘my man, Clifford, and he was seconded,
Then I got up and spoke to the meeﬁing in favour of
Clifford's candidature at least for the Coupty Council
seat, having in fact no legallauthority to speak or
to be there at all. I explained why ‘I wanted Clifford
appointed, Some of the older people on the Council’
froﬁ West Li@erick were not disposed to take my
advice, The candidate whom the West Limericklpeopie
weré supporting was a dismissed civil servant,a '
vietim of the oath regulation introduced in 19163
He stood up and said he thought the case I had made
was a reasonable one and that, as we wanted an active’

- Volunteer on the County Council, he would withdraw.

There was a follow-up to that some six month%l
later when 1 had become a Iocal Government Inspector.
We_were very very short of Inspectors in Local
Governmeﬁt and de Lacey asked me %o find a couple
more, I was rather at my wits! end to find_some
suitable people. I suddehly_remembered this dismissed
civil servant who had stood down in Croom and I
thought that he was probably the type we were looking
for. I got in touch with Dr. Kelly, who was then
Assistant Resident ﬂédical Superintendent in Limerick

Mental Hospital, and asked him to find the man who
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stood down at the meeting of the Croom District
Council and send him up to me. About two days later,
a young man came along and said, "I undgrstand you
want me?" That was James McLysaght. We made him a

Local Government Inspector there and then. He died

in harness about-a year ago,

Perhaps I should mention how I came to be a
Local Govermnment Inspeqtor. A fevw days before
Christmas, 1920, the Captain of the Grange Company
came along to me and tolﬂ me he was having a dance
at a place colled Caherguillaﬁorg oh'St, Stephen's
night. I said I thought it was véry foolish. He said
"The Bloody .Tans could have a dance gnd_why couldn't
we have a dance?" I soon realised that I either
had to have a row with this Captain or let him go
on with his dance. I decided, wrongly I think,
to let him go on with the dance rgtherrthan have a
row with him. On St. Stephen's Day Sean Wall had
asked me to go and see de Lacey, who was then in
Local Government and was down in Limerick for
Christmas staying at Crecora with Jim Dgndon._\He
had ésked me to sese him about sogg_Cgun@y Qouncil
matter, I went home to get a hgrse to go'across_
country to Crecora, which I did. I saw_dglLacey,
got back home, sfableq the horse and started to wgﬁd
. my way on foot towards the dug out at Uregar where
we stayed, I had to pass through Caherguillamoré
going to the dug-out and I thought that, k}avin_g~
regard to the circumstances under which the danqg was
held énd what I had said about the danger, it was up
to me to look in and say good-night. I went in and
I was there perhaps half an hour when ; was tolé_the
house was surrcunded by British forces. Thgre'was

a certain amount of shooting and I think five of us
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or four of us got out. Three of us were coming
t%gether) Conway the Captain of the local Compény who
had organis ed the dance, my brother and myself. We
got as far as the back road, having got through the
inner cordon. Then wé had to cross the road. There
was about two hundreq yards of straight road, and
I thbught the best place to éross it was in the middle
of the‘straight where we had about a hundred yards
clear view each way. It was a very, very bright
night. Presuming that there would be Tans at one or
other of the bends and having looked in both directions
to satisfy ourselvés that there was nobody near us,
we charged across the. road and across the fence‘at-
the other side. Then one of the boys remarked,

“"Look at the lorryl" There was a lorry creeping
élong very silently from one side.h.I heard.a ghout,
"Hey! Pull up! Firel®. I said to my companion
“Scafter and run, we have a gambling chanceh. I
think these vere the only words spoken at the tTime.

‘We were running already, of course,. I went off to

the left. My brother, Jed, went to the right, and
Conway went straight on. I think Comway must‘have
headed for a gap in the fence opposite us, because

he was shot dead actually in the gap. Jed was hit

in the hand. I was not hit. 1 injured my arm crossipg
the next fence. It got very bad in the next week or so
and the local doctor said that I ought to go to

Dublin for treatment.

T came to Dublin and I was pushed into Jervis
Sﬁreet Hospital. There they talked about taking off
the left arm. The doctor decided to give it another
day or two, to see would it improve.' A clot was |
what he was talking about., Anyway, it improved and
he did not take it off. I got out of hospital in

‘perhaps three weeks. -
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I was staying at a house in Clontarf, Jack
0'Mahony's, where de Lacey had sent me. Sean Wall
either came to town to see me or was in town, and he
turned up at Jack O'Mahony's the first evening I was
there. Liam T. Cosgrave,. ﬁinister for Local
Govermnment was also staying there. Rory O'Connor
who was his Engineer, had recently decided that he
shouldrgive up his Local Government aéfivities and
give his whole time to the new bomb factory which had
been started in Westland Row. ZRory decidgd that it
would be safer to live in than to be going in and out
of -the premises. He brought his bed there and _
lived there. He gave up coming out on the street,
and that prevented him doing any_Local Government work.
That was eariy in February, 1%21. This was what I
understood at the time as the reason for Ro;y.
O!'Connor not being available for Local Government work
but it may possibly have been becégse of his_arfgst
some time about then.  For whatever reason, Rory
~was not available, at any rate, the Local Govermment
- Department wanted an engineer to replace him. _

Sean Wall thought that I looked so awful that I should
not go back to the.dug-out. I had been living in

the dug-out with him since the_previous May gﬁd it was
not a very healthy place to live.. He arrgnged Vith.
Mr., Cosgrave — he gave me six months' leave from the
Army, and Mr. Cosgrave appointed me Temporary Local
Government Engineer. Before the six months had

expired, the Truce was on.

When I took up duty as a Local Goyerpmentm'
Engineer my brother, Jed, took over the command of
my Battalion in Last Limerick. I had“also been B
Brigade IEngineer and I don't . know who tookAqver that

funetion. » Probably Sean Wall looked after it
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himself., When the 2nd Sogtpern Division was
formed, I was appointed_Divisipnal Engineer, but I
was actually ;n Loecal quernment thgn apd never
took up the appoiptment. I think de_Cogrqey of

Limerick carried on the job in my absence.

At one stage of the Treaty negotiations there
was a rumour in Dublin that the Truce was breaking '
down, and I got an order to be ready to return to
the East Limeri¢k Brigadgf- A few dayg later all _
‘officers were to return to their units. I went“dbwp
found my unit with Jed in command and I took 1t over.
I was also on my wa& to Yogghal al the time to hold
a Local Government_Inquiry._ I:was try;ng to._
carry on the two~appointmentsﬁtogeth¢?.' I nominally
took over from Jed on arrival, went on to Youghal
the next day, héld the InQuiry,ﬁqamg back‘to him
again and learned that the Treaty had been signed so

I came back to Dublin.

De Lacey came to Limerick some tinme ébout

August 1919. He came there when he was appointed
principal of the Technical School in Limerick by the
Limerick Committee, probaﬁly on recommendations from
Dublin.  The Limerick Technical Comuittee had
advertised the vacahcyjﬁqrya prinéipal for the
Limerick Technical Scbools. De Lacey had applied
. for the job and the Committee accepted his

application but the British authorities refused to

&

sanction his appointment because of de Lacey's
National record. rhis was the beginning of the
break between the Limerick.Technical Committée and
the British Authorities vhich led to the taking over
of the Limerick Technical Schools by the Dail Local

Govermment Deparftment.

I had Nno discussion with Mr. Cosgrave about
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my appointment as a Loc_al Government'Inspector. I
think this was all arranged between himself and Sean
Wall. I was in the next room and knew nothing at

all about this until I was told that I was appointed.

Signed: ‘4—*—(’*
 (Nicholas O'Dwyer) .

| ot
Date: Zb\.d—:/ Zl/ff)l_'?—-

o~

Witness:
: /(J.V. Lawless), Col.
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