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._._Dear':c}éner'al js_egsiaei,'; A
I apologlse for worrylng you, but your artlcle
- on events prlor to the RlSlng publlshnd in today s .

“Independent" prompts me to ask for a. 51gned copy.

'of,same,uwhxgh_w111 be p;aceduln_the.Bureau archlvqs.

. . I hOpe you Ulll glve our request your sympathetlc
_con51derat10n. . o

t

_-.Yours singerely; .

_S&. M.F.Rydn, - Comdt.,

' General Plaras Beaslal
- 82, Lower” Drumcondra Road
Dublln.rj;.‘.
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i ‘On the 361th | an}nfvél"sary of ‘Easter Week
BEASLALI tells of a secret 'trip he made to Liverpool g
- bearing an I.R.B. message in connection with =

P
f
4 ' . I

.

VERYBODY .whd knows
‘anything about the Rising
of 1916, the anniversary. of
which is commemorated ‘to-
day, iIs aware that it was
originally fixed f{or Easter
Sunday, April 23, but, owing
to unfdiéseen circumstances,
it did not start until Monday,
April 24, \ o
Very few people, however,
know when the previous date
was decided on, :and, there

exists a good deal of misunder-
standing on this matter.,

SURPRISING STATEMENT
N A R. Desmond Ryan‘s book The
. Rising s carefuily put

to%ether, and, in. general, very
reliable, but it contains one sur-
prising statement. .

MBut it WaAS ﬁct( 1%11 8.F)'eb

arch, or_ Apr
Milita¥y Council. and the Xerry

.leaders had begun ‘their work to
glve the Aud a welcome, .

. Cotton and Stack were summoned
to Dublin in the. autumn of 1915
ang had a long interview with
Pearse at 5t, Enda’s, Rathfarnham.
According to Cotton's account, .they
were Informed by Pearse, under a
pledge of the strictest secrecy, that
an Insurrection had been arranged
for "Easter 1918. that arrange-
ments had been made with Ger-
many to land rifies. maohing guns
and explosives in’ Traiee Bay, that
they would have to make the local
arrangements for the landing and
distribution of the,arms.

| According to this, Pearse had =

clairvoyant knowledge -of the future,

and foresaw dealsions which were
|not made until months later. In
particular, the acceptance of Fenit
as the place for landing the guns

u{a,s practically a. last-minute deci-

| slon. . "

\WENT TO.LIVERPOOL

CAN speak with persona! know-
ledge on this matter, for it wasI

who carried to Liverpool messages
first giving the date of the Rising,
and anlinF with the landing of the
| guns. This was the first stage of
1 he journey-of these messages to

ko .

ruary, or
that the

Jthat Joe was in Dublin on

Germany. The itwo others con-
cerned In the transmission of the
messiges are -avallable to cor-
roborate  my statements.

I do not rely on my memory
alone, for at-that tlme I kept a
diary In Gaelic, in which the events
in question are recorded in veiled
language which I now interpret. I
include some detdils not - perhaps
strictly relevant, but showing the
atmosphere in "which a revolution
was hatched., - )

On Sunday,.January 18, 1916, 1
met in & Dublin street, Joe Gleeson,
of Liverpool, in comgany with Pat
Hughes, of '‘Dundalk. I gathered
connected with the Irish R ugilness

€ Irish Republican
Brotherhood. He was dt t‘.hfaJ time a
member- of the Supreme Couneil,
representing the North of England.

He told me he had to meet
Westland Row a young lady wgg
was arriving from Liverpool’ bring--
ing an important message. I ac-
companied him to Westlgand
and we met the young lady apd
escorted her to the Exchange Hotel.

MESSAGE FROM DEVOY

ASCERTAINED afterwards that

the message she brought was
Gom John Devoy to the Supreme
Council, and the message I was to
bear was a reply to it. The message
from Devoy had been hrought to
Liverpool by Tommy O’Connor..s
Dublin man, who was a steward on
an Atlantic liner, and who conveyed'|
all our messages., |
~ I_belice that Gleeson returfied]
to Liverpool next day with an order
iggcm_% mem}:_ers of the FR.B. in

at city, o little later thoge

military a,gé,‘ including Jaciel: a.?}?d h‘ig
brother, Martin. came to Ireland.
and. foind avarters in the, Volun-
teer camp.ag Kimmage, later taking
part in the Rising, )

But I must return to Janua .
1916, I was then .a ufrlga
lance journalis, and Secretary of
the Irish Journalists’ Association,
with an office in 65 Middle Abbey
‘Street. At that time Mr. Sean
Lester was Chief Reporter of the
‘Dublin Deaily Express (a daily paper

long since extinct), and, being a
fel]omeember of the IL.R.B. he fte-

Row -

Kari Spindler, the GCommander
of the German ship, Aud, which
arrived with arms for the Rising, .
but was scuttled off the coast of
Cork . after having been Inter
+  gepted hy Britlsh warships.

LY .
quently gave me temporary
ment on that paper.

AN L.R.B: JOURNAL"

Y ciosest friend and associate
4XA was-Sean Mac Diarmads, one
of the Supreme Council of the
IR.B, 'and” & fellow-member with
me of the Provisional Executive of
the Irish @ofunteers. At this time
his é;@ce was!in 12 D'Olier Street,
wheffe sWdtlonglity was being pib-
listEd b.Jwivth"'Ar hur Griffith as
edi and - Sean as manager—a
weekly s Journal, financed by the
LR.B. and printed in Belfast.

On - the afternoon of Saturday,
rJanuary 22, six days after my meet-
ing with Joe Gleeson, 1 was in my
ofice in Middle Abbey Street (where
I had been helping the late George
MacDonagh, chief reporter of tha
Irish  Independent - and honorary
treasurer of the Association, to pre-
pare his report for the annual
general meeting of the Association,
when Sean Mac Diarmada arrived.

He asked ma if 1 wa,s{'rree to go

_émnloy-

D e Rttt e aED it St S SRNRTE

PIARAS

¥ contact
_the man- to whom I was to del

V.S 4325, :

~

he Fixing of the Date

of th'e., 1916 *_Ri_sing -

[

to Liverpool in two days' time.

knew. that my father was editor
the Catholic Times, published
Liverpool, and the: I was alw
glad of an opportunity of visit
him. I said 1 was perfectly [
He sald he would see me later ab
the message. ° '

MY INSTRUCTION

TOLD him I was going i«
meeting of a Gaelic Lea
sub-commitiee (he and 1 w
members of the - Colste Gnotl
cautioned me not.to™ say
word to- anybody of my- deParm
not even to members of the LF
After the meeting I returned
the office and waited for L
When he came he gat once g
me my Instructions.
I was to convey a message writ
In" cypher and a sécond oral n
gage. I was to avoid carefully

B persons connected with the L

‘movement in Liverpool, except
Gleeson, who' would put me
with Tommy O'Con

the two messages. When I delive
them there must be no other
son present at'the interview, wl
must be in & room where we ¢
be neither seen nor" gverheard.

He sald the message was
quite ready yet, as it was be
transliterated into cypher, bu:
would, have it by Monday morni
when I was to-sall : He must
plain the code to me, as
alteration had been’ made' in
which it was necessary that
bearer should know. =~ -

THE TW(QO MESSAGES -
E theh explamned the et
I thought il rather sin
and not likely to give much tro
to a cypher exper’. Numbers .
used instead’of letters. It is t
that tlie .same numbers«did
always répresent the same lett:
but the systern by which ¢
varied was one easily grasped, .
the alferation of which he sp
did not make it much more diffic
However, it was useless to criti
it at that stage, so I mer
memorised his instructions:
He now came to the oral mess:
He said that “they"” (meaning,

. Continued on Page Eig
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The Fixing  of the Date

VERYBODY who knows

.anything about the Rising
of 1916, the anniversary of
which is commemorated to-
day, is aware that it was
originally fixed for Easter
Sunday, April 23, but, owing
to unfdreseen circumstances,
it did not start until Monday

April 24, ‘

Very few people however.
know -when -the previous date
was decided on, .and, there

exists a good deal of misunder-
standing on this matter.,

SURPRISING STATEMENT

R. Desmond Ryans book The
Rising is> carefully ~put
together, " and, in. general, very
reliable, but it contains one sur-
prising statement.

But it was not in F bruary, or
March, or Aprii (1916} that the
Military Council. and the Kerry
.leaders had begun 'thelr work to
give the Aud a welcome.

. Cotton and Stack were summoned
to Dublin’ in the autumn of 1815
and bhad a Jlong Interview with
Pearse at St. Enda's, Rathfarnham.
According to Gotton's account, they
were informed by Pearse, under a
pledge of the strictest secrecy, that
an insurrection had been arranged
for "Easter 1916. that arrange-

. ments had been made with
many to land rifles. machine guns
and explosives in’ Trales Bay, that
they would have to make the local

distribution of the. arms.
‘According to this, Pearse had a
clairvoyant know]edge -of the future,

{and foresaw deaislons which were
|not made until months later.

n
particular, the acceptance of Fenit
as the place for landing the guns
mias practmally 8. last-minute deci-
swon.

WENT TO\ LIVERPOOL

" CAN speak with personal know-
ledge o1 this matter, fgr it wasI
who carried to Liverpocl messages

first giving the date of the Rising.
and eahn}; with the landing of the
uns This was the first stage of

he journey of these messages to

arrangements for the landing and.

Germany. The two others con-
cerned In the transmission of the
messages are -available -to cor-
roborate’ my statements.

I do not rely on my memory
alone, for at:that time I. kept a
dxary in Gaelic, in which the events
in question are recorded in veiled
language which I now interpret. I
include. some detdills not perheps
strictly relevant, but showing the
atmosphere in "which a revolution
was hatched.

On Sunday. January 16 1J16 1
met in & Dublin street, Joe Gleeson,

of Liverpool, in comgany with Pat
Hughes, of ‘Dundal athered
that Joe was in Dublin on business

connected with the Irish Republican
Brotherhood. He was 4t thg time a
member- of the Supreme Council,
representing the North of Eng]and

He told me he had to meet at
Westland Row a young ladv who
wags arriving from Liverpool,® bring-
ing an important message. I ac-
companied him to Westland Row -
and we met the young lady and
escorted her to the Exchange Hotel,

MESSAGE FROM DEVOY

I ASCERTAINED afterwards that
,the message she brought was
Lrom John Devoy to the Supreme

Couneil, and the message 1 was to
bear was a reply to it. The message
from Devoy had been hrought R7
Liverpool by Tommy O'Connor: L A
Dublin man, who was a steward’ on,
an Atlantic Mner, and who conveyed' |7
all our messages.

I_ believe that Gleeson returhie
to Liverpool next day with an ordeg
ig;tm‘% memilocr]s oft the ER.B. in

city ittle 1a
rilitary agg,‘ mcludmg.rfc}é 1;a.hr? i ‘Is
hrother, Martin, came to Ireland.
and. found auvarters in the wVolun-
teer camp.at Kimmage, Iater taking

part in the Rising. j
But I must .return to January,
{1w16. I was then -a free

lance journalist and Secretary of
the Irish Journalists’ Association,
with an office in 63 Middle Abbey
%griet Atcglr;ag time Mr. Sean

ster was ef Reporter of the
‘Dublin Daily Exrpress (a dally paper
long since extinct), and. being, a

~of the 1916 Rlsmg :

{ hum,

\

to Liverpool in two days' ttme He
knew that my father was editor of
the Catholic Times, .published In
Liverpool, and that I was always
glad of an opportunity of visiting
I said I was perfectly free,

: He sald he would see me ]ater about

> the message.

- MY INSTRUCTIONS

TOLD him I was going o a
meeting of a Gaelic League
e (he and I
members of the ' Coiste Gnotha).

cautioned me not.to* say a
word to anybody of imy departure—

- pot even to members of the ILRB,
: After the meeting

I returned to
the office snd waited for him,
When he came he at- once gave
me my instructions.

I was to convey g message written
in cypher and a second oral mes-
sage. 1 was to avold .carefully an

W persons connected with the  Iris!

Karl Spindler, the Commander
of the German ship, Aud, which
arrived with arms for the Rising, .
but was scuttied oft the coast of
Cork after having been Inter-
ceéptad by British warships.

que'ntlv gave me temporary employ-
ment on that paper..

AN L.R.B. JOURNAL

Y closest friend and associate
was-Sean Mac Diarmada, one

o p_g Supre eme Council of the
I1R.B, 'and "a’ fellow-member with
me of thé Provisional Execttive of
the Irish {ofunteers. At this time
his office was!in 12 D'Olier Street,
omm was bein pub-
“CArthur  Griffith  as
and, Sean as manager—a
‘weekly , Journal, financed by the
ILR.B, and printed in Belfast.

On - the afternoon of Saturday,
FJanuary 22, six days after my meeb-
ing with Joe Gleéson, I was in my
office in Middle Abbey Street (where
I had been hel mtg the late George
MacDonag ief “reportey of the
Irish 1 ependent and honorary
treasurer of the Assoclation, to pre-
pare his report for the annual
general meeting of the Association,
when Sean Mac Diarmads arrived.

fellow- -member of the LRB. he Ire-

He asked me if I was{free to go

- Gleeson,

movernent in Liverpool, except Joe
who would put me in
contact with Tommy O’Connor,

_the man- to whom I was to deliver

the two messages. When I delivered
them there must be.no other per-
son present at the interview, which
must be in a room where we could
be neither seen nor overheard.

He sald the message was not
quite ready yet, as it was being
transliterated into cypher, but 1
would. have it by Monday morning,
when I was to-sail . He must ex-
plain the code to me  as an
alteration had been made ' in it
which it was necessary that tige
bearer should kn

THE TWO MESSAGES
£ theh explained the code,
I thought it rather simple
and not likely to give much trouble
to a cypher exper’. Numbers were
used instead’ af letters. It is true
that the .same numberss.did not
always represent the same letters:
but the system by which they
varied was one ea:smli'l g;asped and
the alteration of ich he spoke
did not make it much more difficuit.
However, it was useless to criticlse
it at that stage, so’ I meekly
memorised his instructions.
He now came to the oral messa.qe.
He sald that t.hey ? (meaning, as

Contmued on Page Eight
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. . _
‘T understood; the Germans), believed
they could send us a shipful of arms
and ammunition 'to”assist us in the
‘Rising. I was to convey a request
_that, besides the  rifles,; “they”
would sénd us a number of machine-
guns' and some officers who could
give instructions-.on their use R
.. They " proposed to bring their
ship’ to Limerick: it was intended
that 'the local Volunteers should
\march_ down.in a body, openly dis-
lembark the ‘arms and ammunition
fand carry them.away: there was a
plan for their subsequent distribu-
ition. I was- instructed to ask if
*they " could contrive to bring the
vessel to Dublin, which would much
ibetter suit "the plans of the
Jnsurrection. '

; .
FENIT NOT MENTIONED .
“TT-will be noticed that, as yet,
;A there was no question ‘of land-
ing the guns at Fenit.  I'believe it
was the Germans themselves who
later suggested Fenit. All who

jha.ve‘ read Karl Spindler's. account
jof the voyage of the Aud will
-realise how well-nigh impossible it
‘would have been for that vessel to
reach Dublin in safety. .,
- Sean Mac Diarmada stayed with
me in-the office until half-past ten,
jwhen we walked é’é’ north together,
;He left for his lodgings in Russell
iPlace, after promising to meet me
in the Keating ,Branch .rooms on
the . foilowing  evening, "when he
hoped to have the, cypher message
for me. . N
Next morning I paraded, the. First
yBattalion at & am., and togk them
out to the neighbourhcod of Finglas
.where we were' engaged “on_flel
fwork until 3.30-p.m. After dinner
‘I walted In~-the Keating Branch
,yooms. (then 'in North- Frederick
-Street) for Sean; . -
; When ‘he arrived he told me he
hatd- gmtb got the téyphex_'t mtzssage
vet, but was expecting it _at any
moment. He tabk me'ti‘fwn;{!to Tom
Clarke's shog in Parnell Strést (one
door from the top. of Upper .O’Con-
nell Street) where we waited: for a
long time. While* we wailed' there
was a terrific downpour of“rain.

ARRIVAL OF MELLOWES
A-T this ' time =a Corporation

‘by-law - forbade taxis to ply
for hire in the streets. 1 rang -up
several’ garages to try and- get a
car to take me to Westland Row in

d|me. in the morning, and by.-this

a4, jwilfw , '
, qu L f A }
& ¥ &. .
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o ‘Continued from Page.

the morning, but without success.
I~ decided I would have to get-a
cab or outside car, of which there
were always plenty available: *7
At length Barney Mellowes
arrived, and Sean told‘me to go out
with him. Barney and I walked
down -O’Connel]l Street and turned
into PFindlater's Place., then a
narrow lane occupying the site of
part of what is ' now Cathal Brugha
Street, and there Barney handed
e a small pocket  notebook. I
ipped it in mmy pocket and re-
joined Sean: S ‘
- We went up together to the Keat-
ipg - Branch., Later’ we got & cab
{o take us: home.~ *The cab went
Mirst -t0. Sean’s lodgings, and then
to mine. in Lindsay Road, Glas-
nevin,. . ' W

MESSAGE DECODED

HEN I got in I-looked at the

‘hook and decoded part -of
the message which gave the date
of the Rising—April 23. The book
was one of those intended for keep-
ing -mccounts, with columns for
pounds, . shillings and pence. The
letters of the cypher were arranged
in these columns in irregilar lines,
with bogus entries opposite some’of
them, This was ingenious, I
thought,” but hardly likely to
deceive a, suspictous person. )
.'There was a further attempt to
baffle by- some other entries, but
these Iacked Imagination. They
were concerned with céididhes and
dancing competitions and the like—
hardly the kind of entries which a
steward on an Atlantic liner was
likely to make in his' pocket-book.
I had arranged -that the cab
which tock me home would eall for

means, I reached Weéstland Row,
and was soon aboard the mail boat
at Dun Laoghaire, ‘then . officiall
known as Kingstown. On hoard

met Dick Connolly, a West -Cork-
man_resident in.London, to which

city he was returning.

MET I.R.B. LEADER

‘A T.this time the entrance to the
. passengers'. saloon contained a

great heap of life-belts. ready for

use, and stewards used to recom-

mend passengers to don them and

wear them throughout the journey
as a ‘precaution in case the’ ship
was torpedoed by a German sub-
marine. . (The malilboat Leinster
was sunk by a submarine two_years

later): I had elready crossed the
. | Ty

Y11 am sure, had no suspicion that I

(Sean Mac Diarmada.

'declare war was vested solely in the|
| Supreme Council, ‘ ey

. .

Irish Sea .several'times during the
war without mishap—the last ‘time
only three weeks previously—and 1
declined this precaution. -

I lay down in & cabin during the
sea voyage, so as to avoid attract-
ing attention, but from Holyhead to
Chester I’ travelled in the same
carringe with Dick Connolly. I had
no ‘idea at the time that Connolly
was a member of the Supreme
Council of the LR.B., and had been
present at the meeting which ‘de-
cided the date of the rising; and he,

' .

was bearing the resulting message
on iis'first stage-of the journey, We
conversed chiefly “on the", London
Gaelic League, of which I had'been
for 4 time a member, on Padraic
O Conaire, who had only just come
back to Dublin from London, and.on
an erratic brother' of Padraic's
mentioned in some of his tales
Three years later Dick Connolly’s
brother, Con, was a fellow-prisoner
of mine in Sirangeways Jail, Man-
chester, from” which we both, with
ﬁtl;letr prisoners,, escaped in. day-
ght. X R ‘

A SHORT STAY - ...
HERE Is little more ‘to tell’
Arrived in Liverpool, I sur-
prised my father in' his office, &nd
then crossed the river to Egremont,
Cheshire, whére my parents lived.
In the evening 1 returned to Liver-
pool and located Joe Gleeson, who
took me to-the lodgings of Tommy.
O’Connor and left me: alone in'a
room with him while I delivered|
my messages. Next day I rested|
at home, my only. recreastion heing
a ramble on the seashore; and on|
the following morning I returned
to, Dublin and gave my report to
It remains o add ‘that Tommy
O’Connor, the second bearer of the
message, contrived to be“in- Dublin
at the time of the Rising and served
with “F" Company of the First Bat-
talion, of - which his brother, Mr.]:
John 8. O'Connor,: was an active
member, and later the commanding

officer, . o
One word more. Some chroniclers
of eévents in 1916 speak of the
Milltary Counecil asg , though it
were the supreme authority. This is,
1 think, an error: The Military|-
Council was subordinate 'to thel.
Supreme Council and derived its
authority from that bod¥.' Under
the Constitution of the Irish Re-
publican Brotherhood the right tol,




