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Nicholastown, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare.

In September, 1917, I got a notification
that an I.R.B, meeting was to be held in Newry in
an effort to0 get that organisation going again.
Seamueibobbyn who represented the Supreme (Qouncil of
the .I,R,B., attended this meeting which was held on
the Dublin road gbout one mile from Newry. The
following attended the meeting: Seams Dobbyn,
Robert Kelly, John Southwell and myself. It was
agreed -.i;hat I should act as I.R.B, Centre for County
Down and County Armagh; that John Southwell was t0
agsist me for County Armagh, and that Robert Kelly

was t0 gssist me for County Down.

General Electlion, December 1918,

The Down and Armagh Brigade assembled at Newry
on the morning of the General Election and msrched out
the QOmeath road along the Newry Canal to Carlingford
where our men took up vardous positions agbout the towm
of Carlingford, protecting the various roads to the
polling stations where there was some opposition to
Sinn Féin supporters from the opposing candidate's
supporters. Our men carried hurling sticks which were

needed ss the day later proved.

During our stay in Carlingford our men were
supplled with food by the Newry Cumann na mBan who had
travelled there with us. The work of the Cumann na

mBan on that day was most efficient and creditable.



There were several little battles where our
supporters - men and women - were attacked with forks of
variouérmakes;' We got the upper hand of these disturbers
after a 1ittle time and the work of the Volunteers in
Carlingford proved the worth of training, obhedience to
orders: and discipline when dealing with mobs out to carry
all before them by rowdyism. We were able to ensure that
no person was prevented from recording his vote during all

that day.

After the polling booths had closed our men and girls
marched back again to Newry. On‘ouf journey back some
hostile people attacked some of our men from Burren in Co.
Down and from Warrenpoint whilst they were waliting in thé
boat at Omeath to cross the Lough from Omeath to Warrenpoint.
When weeretufned to Newry some of our Volunteers had to

travel to various parts of South Down and South Armagh.

When. a person thinks of the miles covered to and
from Carlingford on thét day, the thought springs up of
the spirit and endurance of our young men and women who
maréhed over twenty-five miles from their homes to |
Carlingford and back in addition to their very strenuous
duties during the day protecting the voters and maintaining

law and order.

Attempted Capture of Newtownhamilton Barracks, February 1320:

This attempt was made by VOIuﬁteer Units from both
,Down and Armagh. The idea was to attempt to gain an entry
to the Barracks by a ruse. A small number of men, dressed
and equipped as British soldiers, sought admission on the
plea that they were a military raiding party. The police
inside refused to open the door and the attempt was called

off..
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On our return towards Newry after this affalr was
called off, I had a number of men and boys with me., We
wefe 6ll armed,when near Newry we were most careful,
and every few Volunteers were spaced sbout fifty yards
from those hefore snd following.‘ I had a feeling of
denger after leaving Newﬁéwnharnilt.oh as some of our boys
were young and being armed might be inclined to use their
armg if met by R.,I.C. and quest:l.c;ned. I impressed on them
that if stopped and questioned by R.I.C. they should state
that they were returning from a céile at Whitecroes which
was near us, Near Mlllvale, Bessbrook, I heard R, I1.C.
challenging some of our boys in front as t0 where they
were coming from, The answer was"a célle at Whitecross",
The R.I;C, men jokingly replied "we hope you all had a
good night"™. As each body of cyclists passed the police
they answered "coming from the cédile" and passed on

Raid for Arms et Ballyedmond Castle.

Early in 1918 there came a report from Liverpool via
Dublin to our Brigade that there were arms stored in
Ballyedmond Castle. The report was. accompsnied by plans
of the interior and the exterior of the Castle, showing
where the arms were. After a full examination of the
Plans by our 6ff:|.cers wé were o0 return the plans to
G.H, Q in Dublin by the ususal secret route. We returned
the plans and they got as far as: Dundalk. The man who
received them in Dundalk was & well-known Volunteer and he
kept the plans in his possession for several days., By
i1l luck he was stopped by an R, I,C. man in Dundalk in
connection with same other 1ittle thing and the R.I C. men
discovered the plans of Ballyedmond Gastle on him.

E['ll;i.s was a severe blow tO us as it gave warning to ‘the

British and ample time to remove all the arms and other war
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material that was in Ballyedmond Castle. It would have
been a simple matter to raid the Castle owing to its
isclated position on the coastiihe and to capture all the
great stofe of stuff that was in the place. The Dundalk
‘Volunteer who was found with the plans got scme months in

jaii.

Our Brigade had been making preparations for a raid
on the Castle from 1918 ornwards. We obtained all the
information possible about the place and the movements of
the inmates. All our collected information was transmitted -

to G.H.Q. and their sanction obtained for the raid.

On the week previous to the raid,Frank Aiken and I
cycled to Ballyedmond and we viewed the exterlor of the
Castle and its surroundings to make ourselves acquainted
with all the local features that would be useful to know

in carrying out the raid.

We planned to attack the Castle on the 2nd August,
1919. We had support from Co. Armagh, Co. Louth and
Co. Down. Some men came a long way to help us which
showeé brotherly feelings held by Volunteers of the varilous

centres showing that distance was no obstacle to the Volunteex

When. we: arrived near the‘vicinity of the Castle all
persons met by our men were taken into custody as a safety
measure against alarming the British Authorities,

Several of our men who lived near the Castle, including
Peter Murney, were also taken into custody and detained till
the rdid was: called off. This move prevented any blame
being attached to those who were treated by us as dangerous.
All the people detained by us were released at the end of
the-raid when the majority of our men had departed for

their- homes.,

Our Newry men were not idle. They went to the



Dominicen Church, Queen Street, for confession on Saturday
evening and it was a great and edifying sight t0 see B0
many making their peace with éoa. O arrangements were
thet all our men were to be at Ballyedmond Castle that -
Saturday - evening at 11 pym,; that they Qould travel to
the Castle cycling in small numbers so that they would not
cause any susplcion. As the relays of men on bikes would
hawe mosily to pass Warreripoint and Rostrevor, our men took
quite a 1ot of ‘side roads which saved a 10t of bother.

. We got all to our objective without any interference from
the police whick spesks well for our men's discipline (end
good luck). Some of them in the rdeid on Ballyedmond
eroseed Carlingford Iough from the Co., Louth silde by boats:

These were all Louth men.

There was an o0ld motor van which we procured on loan,
taken to Ballyedmond that night t0 carry sway any material
we might capture, This ven was driven by the late
Peter ghields R.I.P. The van had a devilish habit of
making loud noises and unnecessary stoppages on the roﬁd
from time to time. \When it stopped any passengers had 1o
get out and push for some distance whilst Peter .'would.
remain at the wheel. I cycled from Newry t¢ Ballyedmond
going but returning home I travelled in the van with Peter.
I will never forget that trip either. It was nearly 5 m,m,
when we r.esched Hiill’ Street, when we reached Hill Street
Peter told me t0 open an entrance gate $t0 a yard where he
was, parking the van as he could not leave the trottle or the
engine would stop. Ghilst I .was doing this the noise the
van made was dreadful and should have awakened the whole
t own. I-t-was a good job for Peter and I that every lpcal

person was such good sileepers.

L]

then we arrived at the Castle our men cut all telephone

wires connecting the: Castle to Kilkeel and RoOstrevor Polilce



Barracks. Frank Aiken took charge of a lot of picked men
to surrbund-the-céstle;and to put éll persons encountered
under guard until thezproqeedings were aver, We were
prepared for hard work especially as we reguired sledges
and hammers: as we found in the Castle: a cellar which
appeared to have been lately covered and found to have a
hollow sound. So four men got tb;ﬁark on it and although
the work was hard, we: got through to the cellar to find
it-empty.

On Monday of Easter Week 1920, I was calléd to a
meeting of Brigade Commandantis., Michael Cellins was in
ch&rge of the meeting; O;deré;wereiissued at this meeting
to burn all Excise and Custom Offices on Good Friday, 1920.
Before: I went from the: meeting Michael Collins told me to
call the next. day - Tuesday - on my return journey to Newry
to Seamus MecGuill, Dundalk, and tell MacGuill to go to
Dublin on the: next. day - Wednesday - for his orders., On
Tuesdax 1 called at MacGuill's Bar at the Market Square;
Dundalk. MacGuill was: not there, so I sent a message to his
home and when I waited a few hours for him to come to me,
and' T then went to his home, and on my journey there had. to
pass an R.I.C. Barracks, I found him In bed, sick. 'I told
him the message I got for him from Collins - that he was to
travel to Dublin to get his; erders the next day.

The next time I met MacGuill was on my arrival in
Derry Prison some days: later, He was in the prison when
I arrived there. When I saw him the thought came into my
mind that, if MacGuill had not been sick and attended the
" meeting of Brigade officers in Dublin;oﬁ Faster Monday,
both he: and myself might. not. have been in prison. I always
felt that my joufney to MacGuill's residence coming from
Dublin on that Tuesday directed the attention of the

R.I.C. to both of_us.



On the night of Holy Thursday, 1920, I went to bed
ebout midnight and wes sound esleep when an R.I.C. man
rapped at my-bedroom door gbout 1 a.m, Good Friday. He
pushed the door open as I was awaking and sald "Police on
duty", I was naturally surprised at his entrance t0 our
house without hearing the noise, This particular
policeman 10oked friendly for which I was thankful.

I learned later that the police had forced the lock on the
door after my father had refused to admit them. For some
time before this I had been expecting a raid and I had

lost some sleep as a result. The policeman stepped to one
side and the R.I.C., District Inspector for the Newry
district came into my pedrooﬁ'along with a man.in plus-fours
who had an unpleasant appearance, Tis man must have
served as a soOldier in some hot country for his face was

all furrowed with lines pearly 14 inches long. He looked
like thé devil himself, The District Inspector was the
reverse as he looked calm and a gentleman., The District
Inspector and "plus-fours" were now the only police in my
bedroom. My wife and a beby were also in the bed. Aafter
searching my room "plus;foura“ asked the District Inspecior
would he search my wife in bed. The District Inspector
addressed me "What age 1s the child?ﬁ.‘ I said about three
weeks. My wife showed them the child and the District
Inspector told "plus-fours” "We will not bother her",
MpPlug~fours" was not pleased at this. This inci dent
showed me that the District Inspector was the superior
offider and was in authority and I ﬁas thanking God for that.
Whilst this search was going on my wife had a letter
concealed on her person in the bed concerning the Head of
the police force in Belfast and if “plus-fours" had searched
my wife he would have got it, and he would have returned to

Belfast a success and might have earned his promotion and



perhaps death to poor Paddy (myself).

All the time other police were busy seariéhi‘ng
throughout our house, searching every little crevice for
a.nyt;hing that they mlght charge me with and obtain a
conviction., My father, from the time the first police
forced their way into the house, was engaged in giving
them all sorts: of salutations but I was too much occupied
in my bedroom t0 hear all his hard remarks. After some
time the police and their offlicers departed and I went to
the front door with them, They-a-aid., "Good-morning" t0 me,
and I answered them Iikewise and to myself said "Thanks be
to God". I then tried to close the front door but could
not, - I stooped down to investigate and found that same
object was keeping the door from closing, My hand found a
boot and I tried to move it, Then I moved up mﬁr hand
end I found a leg - 1t was human. - I got up from my
-stooped position and stood erect. The front door was pushed
opern. It was "plus~fours® who ha,d_ put his foot inside the
front door after saying “good-morning" to me. He was
expecting me to say something to my wife aboui the police
being gone. He was. disappointed if he expected to overhear
gny remagrks from me, He took a hold of my shoulder, saying
"Come along with me", T sald, "This is short notice.

What do you want? Can I have time for something to.eat?".
He answered, "We will give you something to aaﬁ. What time
do you want?". I sald, "Fifteen minutes", He replied,

"Seven. I will give you seven minutes®,

rs

I sald goodbye to my wife and family and taking a few
ariiclés; with me I 1eft my home with my escort "plus~fours®
and the District Inspector and a number of police who had
surrounded my house, front and back, I was brought on foot'
to Canal Street Barracks, Newry, and given some bread and

teca whilllsst walting there, about 2,30 a.m. sy I was; put )
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into a canvas covered motor tender, the end being opens

I sat between an R;I.G. man, armed with a rifle, who

acted a5 a men towards me, and a sergeant on the other side,
It was a case Of between “the devil apd the deep aég".
*Plus-fours" sat with the driver in the front seat.

A canvag: cover or curtain separated us from the men in the
front seats. A 8tiff breeze was blowing past us and
through us in the back. This breeze would not prevent the
men in front hearing any conversation between us behind.
The sergeant opened the conversation, after we traielled

a few miles; on the Belfast road, by saying, "I have asked
to be your escort as: my people live in Moville and you
might be going to Derry Prison". Very nice indeed but

I am not to be caught by this serpent, I replied, "He's
a good man who doesn't forget his people', After this
there wes silence until we travelled a few miles further,
and the sergeant tried his hend agaln and asked me if

I was in Dublin lately. F said "No" (but I was). After
this there were no further questidns asked,  Soon wé
érrived in Belfast and thence to Victoria Military
Barracks, There I was put into é guradgoom cell, It was:
in a dreadful dirty state as if same prisoner had lately
vacated 1it, No ventilation and I examined it well,

The little peep hole in the door was minus. gless and it
seemed $0 be used by prlieoners: for the getting of
clgarettes and matches: into the cell, hilst examlining
the interiorhof the cell further I wes startled by a loud
voice calling out from the guardroom "How are you, Paddy?is
I looked through the peep hole into the guardroeom and saw
a soldier in uniform, He was a sergeani. My first
thought was, here is another magn going to the land of the
Oaniel's to see his people, However; this man is in
‘Xheki. I said, "you have the advantage of me", He said,

"Do you not know meg You and I were at school together".
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I was not yet convinced. He tried again. "DOo you not
remenber playlng four corners in Newry; Kelly, Belton
and MeClorey., Do you mind us getting eels in the Fidle
river beside Ann O'Rourke's Bridge and selling them in
North Street for a penny éaéh and buying honeycomb for the
proceedss?". I said, f'You have won. You gre a soldier
and a man and you for one are not trying to trap me®.

I then asked him where he had been, He told me he had been

all over the world and through the 1914~1918 War.

I bade my soldier friend goodbye and I am so;ry that

I did not meet. him since, ' |

‘ Later that Saturday evening I was brought by an
Enéliéh soldier escort from Victoria Barracksaasross the
city to the Northern Counties RaiIﬁay'en route to Derry.'
Whilst. going through the station which was crowded with
train passengers and their baggage, mostly cgmpos&d of golf
requisites, etc., One railﬁa& porter came very quickly
towards my escort pushing a heavy reilway parcel truck,
and by a good stroke of tactiés he was gble ﬁo separate my
escort and me with his truck and he handed me a large
packet of clgarettes. The military officer in ghargg of
thé es@ort saw the guick move and amiled, "You can't beat

the Irish for quick tactics. Good luck, portert!.

On getting into the train, accompanied by my escori of
“a few soldiers. in charge of a sergeant, the officer
travelled in another campartment. He was young and acted
as. a genf;eman and officer should. 'He gave me tea and
refreshmenta three times on the jJourney to Derry, which he
pald for. He was very kind {0 me, After our arrivel in

Derry my escort conveyed me to the prison.

On the journéy t0 Derry I asked the sergeant of my
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escort would he do me g little fawvour. He sgid, "ghat is
itev, I asked him if he would look into the other
cerriages on the train when 1t sf.oiaﬁem at the next station
and see 1if any R, I.C. were iravelling on the train, The
sergeant said he would, and at several stops he got out

on the platform and inspected the carriasges from the guard's
van t0 the engine and reported back to me that there was
not an R.I1I.C; man on the itrain. I thanked him for his
kindness and consideration to a prisoner. This -proves;
that the R.I.C. 8ergeant travel:lliné with me from Newry to
Belfast was only fooling hise prisoner with a motive behind
his fooling.

Derry Prison is horse-shoe sheaped. The shepe of the
prig‘on'enabléd ue prisoners. to talk scross to each othenr
from the sides of the horse-shoe after we were locked up at
nighj;. #hilst I was there an old man was brought in. He
was ab;:mt. 70 years of age and every day he was compleining
about his absence from his old héme, his little wife ard.
famlly and his little farm of land. We all tried to cheer
him up by telling him he would soon be out of pr.isbn. Hut
no good., We were all young men and he must have felt very
lonely amongst us, poor men. His case was sirange indeed.
Some time earlier at hie home, hls house was surrounded dy
R.I.C. - think they were I.R.A. men looking for erms.
ﬁe would not open the door for the R, I.C. Instead he got
his shotgun and fired out, badly wounding some of the
R.I.C, who were taken to hospiltal. For the man's safety
thé R.I.C. arrested him and put him into Derry Prison until
the R.I.C., men got out. of danger from their wounds.

#hilst in Derry all prisoners could travel about the
interior of the prison and converse with each other, which
was very good for gll of us and it kept our spirits up.

Sonetimes we could get a letter smuggled out to our friends



without it being censored by the Prison authorities.

'-‘We were allowed t0 recelve foéd and pfarcelé from our homes
ﬁhich provided a welcome brea{k in the prison routine‘.'
After being somé vieeks in Derry a Sub-Head Officer c-amé
into the prison and informéd us that he had good mews for

a fow of us, He mentioned six names.

™is was: a Saturday morning and we were %0 be réady
to leave the prison at 3 p.m, with all our belongings
packed up. - This. officer was asked if it was true that the
sixz men whose ngmes were mentloned were going home, He
geld "It was. Wean't F always; a good friend to you
prisoﬁera.-?“. Later, some of us thought him g good officer,
others of us thought otherwise. -

80 we six got ready. | All our fellow prisoners told
us: t0 tell their frilends ati home that all were well in
Derry. That evening we were brought out by the Head
flarder and as we passed into the Prison Square there were
about 12 R.I.C. - and a sergeant, all armed, waiting. This
seemed normal to us as; prilsoners were coming into Derry
regulerly and those R, I.C, might be the escort for
ingoming mén.- After we collected our parcels of food from
home from the. prison office, we six stood for a few minutes:
on. the Square taiking dgbout.our good luck in getting home.
A sergeant in charge of the 12 R.I. C. -came over and sald to
the Head illarden’.who was: standing with us, "4re those the
six prisoners for me?". This wes a.surprise for us and we
knew the worst, This Head Warder came from Meryborough
district and was; enjoying himeself fooling us and also
fooling the prisoners Xeft behind in Derry. Engl and could
never have held our country only for the help of such

renegades: as Morliarity.

We were put on a train at Derry and arrived at -
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Belfest Station, around by the coastline, ‘Passing through
Ballymena, the tréin lifted a crowd of footballers who were:
also travelling to Belfas,t.. fhen we arrived in Belfast
the police .escort put us six prisoners: intd a motor tender.
Inmediately we wére in the tender a volley of stones was, |
thrown at us by the footballers and we lay down in £he :
tender for safety and our escort got most of the blows.
Those footbellers had a peculiar idea of clean

spor tsmanship. How dld they get the dones? After this
mob was cleared we started in the tender and arrived at
Belfast Docks. There was & boat there and we were
marched up the gangway. ’ On the hogt I saw a ﬁr. Adams:,

a drgper from Newry, and his ledy Secretary, a

Miss Millikin, also from Newry. Both those people differed
from me in areed and politics W ut they were nothing the

worse for that as events proved.

e gix prisoners were put into a first-class cabin
as: ali the other bunks were occupled by passengers. We
were treated as gentlemen prisoners: for once, OQur 12
B, I.C. acting as our escorta, had t0 remaln on deck to
‘gnerd us, There was alsO an escort of English soldiers
who sat outside our cabin, and their officer an E_'nél;l.shman.
When the waiter came along with his nepkins, trays, etcs
we had a great treat at the expense of the English
military officer. But to hegr the comments of our
militery escort (it was great). They had t0 eat bully

beef and the prisoners seemed t0 be treated as gentlemen.

thillst we were in the cabin an R, I, C. man came down
to our cabin and asked for Paddy Renkin, He had a
parael of fruit for me from Mr. Adams, This was very kind
of Mr, Adems; and showed a fine christian friendship tﬁwards
one wh.o'differed from him in everything. His thoughtfulnes:
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showed courage — moral courage - Iindeed. If he had heen
of my own creed he would have been afraid tf:} show that he
knew me, He and his kady friend went short of their fruit
on the voyage for me, This was the spirit of Jemes Hope,
Henry. Joy MoCracken and §illiam Orr of old.

After arriving at Whitehaven, a ecoal-mining district,
we entrained for London and srrived there at 3 p.m. on a
Sunday evening in a ﬁe_nse fog wh.tc;h became wdrée‘ by the time
we érr'ived in -Wormwood Scrubbs Prison where we w;ere _ '
welcamed by a number of fellow Irish prisoners, some of
them having been in prison for‘jrear's; and haviné uﬁﬁ;eﬁ.went
several Little hnngér—étrikes-. We were oniy in the prison
for sbout an hour when a fellow prisoner came to tell us
that there was tO be a genersl strike of all the priscmers
in the Serubbs Prison and that we six were t0 take a vote
end be ready for the strike the next morning - Monday.
‘Three of our six were for the strike with the majority of 7
the other prisoners, and three. against. ’Ifhe going on )
strike was adjourned to Wednesday. @ therefoére .hsd a rest
eating all our good things before the battle. It seemed
quite a change to have the British Anthorities uncertain-
of what was coming. . The.Prison jAuthorities and .the warder
staff were expecting another little- stunt by those .
Irishmen going on strike as usual for only a few days and
then the trouble would die out. Those warders, all
Englishmen, could not visualise. a fight to.a finish.
Orders arrived from Dublin to stop the rrut. that existed. in
Wormwood Scrubbs. :i:m_ggine Irish prisoners. arriving in
the Scrubbs; each day'witl_x—baci wearing a‘ppfar-el, baé boots;, etbc
to be met by an Irish prisoner who had spent over two years
in the prison, hévihg two or three suits; of clothes,
severa‘l p.airé-. of sh'oes-., collars, tiés ;and underclothing

galore. ﬁ&tere wére many people eh_owing bad example to



15.

.ot'hers 'oy falling for such glamour. Those people give me
the same repugnance as the uneducated returned Yankee who
was attempting to impress the natives. Such-conduct caused
some . of the warders; to be laughing ﬁgs the ir sleeves at us
snd was killing the morale of our Irish prlsoners, gome
of the peraons I am referring to were expected to break the

hunger~strike.

‘On the Wednesday the strike took- effect with about
£i7fLy of our Irish prisoners; gbetaining from participation.
The reasson those men gave'waa that several former sirikes
had only lasted for an average of five days snd achieved
nothing. 80 may be the fifty men had dome excuse and
perhaps they wera right.

' After the start of the strike the warders and tfxe
prisoners; not on strike moved ahout the prison asi was usual
but the warders now went around mostly in campany with our
abetaining from hunger-strike prisoners, Joking at us, 'tr.}
th‘e:l.r discredlt I am sorry to eay, doing the dirtj wd.r.-k fbr |
England if 1t czontimed only fér one week. The. \;arderé

ignored the men on strike.

- For about one week on strike our men 'kept together,
giving each fellow striker all the encouragement to continue'
and none of the strikers showed any disposition to break the
sirike, The warders each day gave out better and more
sttractive food than that supplied the previous day - high-
class foods of various kinds and different wvarietlea of
fruit extracts, etec. Those attempts: at tempting us made
our men more det-'ermined t0 keep away from the food which each

day became a greater temptation,

About this perilod -~ when the strike was on for a week -
-the £ifty non—strikers expressed sorrow for thelir conduct

and came on hunger strike with us, This was: a great



victory for Ireland end put an end t0 a situation that was
likely to destroy the morale of those perticipating in the
hunger strike a8 wellas the men not on strike. The warders
were furious at the fifty new hunger-sfrikers: jolning us as
they were hoping that the £ifty non-strikers: would bresk the
strike. hen those new men went on strike they got nothing
but ebuse from the warders. We were now going well. and

feeling full. of grit,

tur officers gave an order which was to take effect one
evening at '? De I, When.our Gammandant would blow a whistle
each prisoner was t0 pull his, cell door off 1ts hinges.
Some of our men were now getting weak and not strong enough
for this job, 80 an extra prisoner was: detailied to help a
w;eak prisoner to get his door off. As: the fifty men who
Jater went on_strike were still feellng fit they proved
“wvery useful in getting all the doors off, They were
detalled to move glong the corridors; and help anywhere their
assistance was necessary. It only took about five minutes
to complete the work and have each door off its hinges,
There was some noise when hundreds of iron doors; fell on to

gtone corridors.

The glarm was sounded and armed military rushed in with
the warders. and other officials. There were three f£flights
of iron stalrs in the prison, Each prisoner lay in his bed
awaiting whatever action the Prison &uﬁhorities; dec:ided on
taking. We had not long to wait. ZEach prisoner was
ordered to carry away his bedclothes and mattress to the
ground fiooras, We did not get time to walk; we were
Bhovrédi' down the iron s;taiﬁs t0 the ground floor corridor
as it was the only place where cell doors were intact,.

Just lImagine flve or six prisoners were now put into one

cell, There was no other place vacant for us., Our health



was not going to be improved undér those conditions.

The military were very sbusive and used their rifle butts
on any prisoners who refused to give sheep-like obedience.

" Many of us recelved sever;e blows: from them. “In ouxr'ground
floor cells we were pa&ked like cattle - no room, poor
ventilation, overcrowded floor space. The warders came
along to esch cell, opened the door and passed in the food
to the variouvs prisoners, who in turn would pitch the food
back into the corridor. The warders would then csll the
military guards. The_y would come wii:h theixj r."Lfles and
atrike at the priBOners with the butts, whilst the warders
were collecting the remains of the food t0 be thrown 1nto
the cells again and close and lock the cell doors. Our
men now broke the glass peep-hole in each cell windovi' and
put. the food through it out into the corridor again.

The state of cm.r cells soon became dregdful es,pecially the
floors which became embedded with soup, fish, frult, rice
and various other foods, and men continually walking in same.
Those conditions, were bound to bring the hunger stirike to a
speedy climax, Each morning the prilsoneras could welk
oﬁts:ide in the prison grounds and the freéh alr was good.
Thilst we walked in our reserved part we. could see 6ther
prisoners wali:ing around their own paths, some of them
doing 1ife imprisomment. One of those poor fellows had only
one leg. THe was a poor sight to lo.ok ﬁt. He was

probably one of the unfartunates of BEngland's latest war,

After ten days in a cell with four other prisoners
a military doctor and a R.A.M C. miiitery arderly came in to
our cell to examine us. | The dqctor held one hand on his
nose and cursed the smell of the cell. He hardly took time
to look at us prisonera. The orderly had his senses about
him and célled attention to, for instance, one prispnér who

he claimed had bad eyes. The doctor and his orderly came %0
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see us three days 1n succession and the same routine was
gone through including the doctor's curses. This orderly
had a fine sense of duty and insisted in directing attention
to giling hunger-strikers. I was one in which the
orderly had his way, and I was examined. My fellow
prisoners in the cell must have looked healthy as he
ignored them, At one o'clock a warder opened the door

of our cell and cglled me by numbser and told me to be
ready at three o'clock. At 3 o'ciogk I went out to the
corridor on the ground floor, which was a very long
passage, and at the end of it were two officials calling
on me t0 come to them, I hesitated and sat 4down on a
form at the ablution as I did not know what was in store
for me, They asked me gduld I walk and I signed to0 them

" No", g0 they came along t0 meet me and both liinked me
by each arm along the corridor to the exit where there
were severgl lerge ambulences full of my fellow prisoners.
I was put into one which held about nine beds and in
comfort, After some delay a signal was given. The
ambul ences proceeded through several gates, each gate
veing closed before the next oﬁe was ogehed and then we
were cutside the prisom, After we left the precincts

of the prison we all cheered. After we proceeded two
hundred yards when owr ¢onvoy was helted. Dismay. e
were gll taken back to the interior of the prison again.
You can imagine our thoughts. e had forgotten one
prisoner, This man was got and pui into an ambulance and
our convoy proceeded through the gates as before, but once -

outgside It was for good this time.

Qur convoy proceeded through the city to §t. Jemes'
Infirmary, Ghapham. This was a large hospital which
included spartments for children, men gnd women. Jhen we

arrived at the hospital our men were put into a waerd which
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held twenty-five men quite comfortably. This was a blg
change indeed, Wwe were immediately put to bed, in charge
. of two nurses; and several laymen orderlies and g doctor,
My condltion was bad and I was the first t0 be attended to.
A screen was: put up around my bed and the doctor performed
g minor operation on me which took him about ten minutes.
This, operation was t0 me a blessing in-disgulse and the
hunger strike was the means of.probably saving my life ag:
at hame each two months I had t0 go to & 16ca1 doctor,
with most indifferent results, Eech patient was given
nmilk and eggs for a start. No prisoner reguired any
pumps due to stomach trouble, The hospital staff were
?eny kind and thoughtfulto our men.

After one week in hospital our first Sundéy for
visitors came agnd it was a godsend. The doctor's orders
were that very few visitors be gllowed into the wards at a
time and that the wvisitors should get in in relays so
that there would be no congestlion at any time. But: the
first visitors remained on chatting with us all and in a
short time with wisiftora constantly grniving the ward got
packed with young men and women of the Iondon-Irish and
of the Irish population in London. gome of our visitors
carried large bags. §ome Of those bags fram appearance
gould tell some history for they seemed 10 have come
perhaps fifty years previously to London with some Irish ‘
emigrant. Te spirit of all our wisitors, men and women,
who thronged the ward was a Heaven-sent blessing to us. and
none of us was forgotten by our kind visitors. Each of us
got és-mueh food from‘the visitors as would last for a
month. The doctor became alarmed that we would overeat. in
our delicateé state of health but he was needlessly alarmed
as he did not know the c;apabilities;‘of an Irishman's

st anach., We had to use gll our Irish guile %0 prevail on
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him not to stop future wisitors on Sundays. The good
cheerful talk of our Irlsh visitors was better for us than :

any doctor's; medicine,

After a few weeks in hospltal we were getiing into
the convalescent stage when two young Cork patients. had a
brain wave. They asked our doctor - Doctor MeCormick -
g Scotamgn - would he give them a pass out +0 see London.
He said he would have t0 acquaint his cammittee and get
thelr permission, A few days laterthe d.octor csme along
withh two.pesses for the Cork bhoys, made out as effec:t?we
fram 11 a.me 50 5 DeMe The Corkmen went out and to their
aredlit returned back in correct order. After this
Dr. McCormick was kept busy as; each day our men got passes
to visit places in London and their friends there. 80
when the first men who were on hunger strike and received
hospltal treatment were better, we'had a conference and
decided fo pack up and leave the hospital for good with
our passes, There was gn old man who objected to our
plaﬁ. He said it would be shamefdl t0 leave before. |
walting fér the remalnder of thé fifty men who were one
week behind us :i.n starting thé strike and were enduring a
longer strike by not joining us at the start, ‘J:‘n'e men in
our first batch had opnly to do from ten to fourteen days'
hunger-strike but the fifty men on the second batch had to
do up to twenty-eight days on hunger-strike.,  Old
Culligan's Pleathat unity was; strength" did not carry
much weight es our batoh felt that. the Later batch of
strikers should have c'!mne in with us at the very start.
Cullligan lost his case, Our men departed from London for
Ireland to the varioua;; counties and their homes. e
expected to be st0pp_ed'lil in Holyhead but no, nor were we
interfered with hy R.I,I‘lc'. in any part of Ireland on our

-1
journey home, i .
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Before I conclude these memeoirs, I would like te
make a few additions which I overlooked at the time I
was dealing with them-above; I feel that future ‘
historians should know of two Newry men who did not
~ forget their Irish heritage when the occasion demsnded

proper action.

(a) The Sergeant in the Royal Irish Rifles who

befriended me in Victoria Barracks, Belfast.

This man's name was Sergeant Joseph Cullen.
His father-was:é watchmaker living in St. Mary's Stfeet,
Newry;. That morning in Victoria Barracks he told me
about my charge sheet which he had received from
tPlus Fours! aftef my arrival when I was being handed
over to the{military authorities. He also gave me |

notepaper, envelopes and & pencil to write home.,

(b) Wormwood Scrubbs - George Cahill

When I arrived in Wormwood Scrubbs, I soon found
that there was a Newry man élready there. George
Cahill was this man's name. He belonged to our little
group of T.R.B, men. He had been about 2 years a
prisoner in the Scrubbs when I arrived <there. He was
a carpenter by trade. I would not like: to finish-this

narrative:s without mentioning his name.

The: following were the six prisoners who arrived in
Wormwood. Scrubbs from Derry Prison and who were asked an

hour after their arrival to declare by vote for or against
- oot M Eee

a hunger-strike: : EREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
. BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

Seamus MeGuill, Dundalk

P.J. Ward, Donegal \NO. W.S. 67/ \
James Kavanagh, R.I.P.,Derry ’ ' -
Sefén 0'Neill, R.I.P.,Belfast.

Hugh McManus, Enniskillen ,

Paddy Rankin, Newry. FQ - - .
Signed : labiell (?un%&m

(Patrick Rankin).

Date 16/ )52,

t
I .
Witness:,fg?g;tlﬂJe é;LLL*V”V (Patrick Quinn}.



