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Galway

17-4-52

Dear Colonel

I don't know
if the

enclosed screed
would interest your archives in

mybook
"Cuimut Ann" I gave is short

-redry short-Account of the Scrap in tulla

more a month before Easter Week in

which
Peadar bracken & Jimmy Brennan

were
engaged I got this Letter from a

son in law of Bracken's who knows Irish
well, wherever he

is, saying I was all

wrong and giving a full
account

of the affair in fact it
Confirms

my version may be you will think
it north keeping

Soodluck
Liam

O'Briam



5 Room Naom Murke

Tocar Orwin
Generty

(5 Somaay's Drive Drimeragh rd)

C'ter Close

9/12/51

D Darine Uasat

Do Trizeas te deanai Cuimut Ann-Curdt

Cuimut an Eai Durac, Agus do sparazan Cuncas sea azac

Ann, SR Srcarta Sa Cutaig Moar me Cun Scrosbed Cuzac

Ce Mac bjurt siene azam one
ta siene more azam ar Peardar

O'Broscam Sa Scane mo nina-Ceile e-azus co mac feer Beatsoarike

e is col dom on mero a cuola me ward o am zoham mac

bgurt an
cuncas sea r leabursa ceare

be Peadar Obreacoin an toifizeac sinn sir iz complace
na

Tulaize mare agus ni Lauram Sur, Ac
Do Bi Se na orfezeac

ceannars ar crozard dio from do bi an Tulao mor sa

Crozards Casuncar San Do Cuz Paoraiz Mac Piarois
an Cam

Son to, Cfuzurad a
1915, Scoil Canna Azus Dinnis Do

Zo Rabcas
Cun Eiri Amac Zoluac Dording se do

zac Roidaic

a
Deanam Cun Eiri Smac na Cosuncor Fem Mans s

Taberfac, An
Rebar Do Azac Cinneadar ar an Sagas

rabard m Usaidfaoi

Mardir leis an Derord a Tarla, holla
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na u-ozlac sa culoiz
moir timceall mi Roion an Giri Amac,

Seared a tarlo na Zur Tuz Dasscar-Sluag
de Muinntch an

Caile-Mua a Rarto a zand fear I n arm Sasane agnes

mar sine ionn sai fen halla mar a Rorb scaca oztac

agns baill de cumanor mr urban az
gimarkeain airzed

a bailizead az cluica Z.D.D. an la roime sin do tiounlak

azlac darbamm
Seosam wrafter azus leader Obrearam

na muo Dbaile, azus, ar bp mead doib ar an halla,

Tuz an dream naim ddinil fozo fuca azus scaoil Peadar

da urcar san der cun tad a coimead ar zeut baunsin

a
Cruiz an R.I.C. isceac san halla azus nuair d feacadar

le na h, oztoiz a Raunen d'Fouer pe sirin bi dea azlacad,

do scaorl Peadar corcore urcair-an meid
a bi fazea san

Zunna-Teo azus Zomead Sairsine (Mor Zomead an Czare,

ce Zo rarb se, Tozair) Mor Zabad Aon fear de curd na

an Zunno a Counead ce Zo rarb se Zonca on teasad a

Fuack se o bacat an R.I.C. Unair Deating se ou halla

Mounsaig an dream a bi amuiz aris e sin Eirm an Scait

Sin s docazur boaz duine a cuato trace Riam ar an

Ocroed sin, ac mas fior a ndeirir so leabar-"d'feadfaor

a Ra zurb sun sn sa Tulaiz moir a ceadcoiread urcar

in Eiri surac a 1916" Moosaim Zo Raib
cabace ocaorb

Scaire
az

bane his an deroed azus o be Peadar
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A coic na lurcair an la son, ba coir do duine, a

tozann air pein cuncas ar an Ocroed sin a cur, Zeto

Comcaom na feinne
a cabarke

do

mifaor ac oiread zo

descair Peadar
Zo C'lea Cliac agus zur fan sun ar fead

mosa so
zlamps az ceann Murze cuard se ar a connead,

azus skois ciz muinntir mac conmac 1 n Oroim Roicat

Cupla to crais ma croda azan halla,
azus ofan ann zo

b'fuark
se ordu on cfransac diar daom ma seoccane naomea

zo katicas cim eirt amac donurac casca ar
a

tpm Saosam

Mac Donzuso an Teaocaire a
cuz an c-Ordu

do (Coicis

Roine sin fuair se teaocaireaoc on Cfransac-baur Seames

a cuz do
e-a rad leis a beic ullain) do cionoil se

Chammin

d'Orpziz na briozarde
an oice sin dciz Mac Cormarc azus

demardar zac reidceac,
zcoir

an
Eiri Smac Anta Dar

Zaonn dome an Ceasea, Cuard se fem azus Seamus O

Oraonam (Leipreanane Complacro na CulaizeMoire) Zo
Dei an

Culec Mor Cun na h-Ozlaiz
a Ciomsu, Zeoir An Culac

Dr Udoiz nibad cusina an sceil ozan

annso, dc measaim zur satair on meid sea scrisbea azan

zo bpurt se bunnos-cionn leis an
zamcas sea, zluimni cinn,

azus ca surb azam zo
zcearcocark do

cuneas-sa ma

cuerfeak an carna clo ar an betar

oa niart com a rad zuk toienan
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Cabar zo morliom azus
traosturzun do sadcar lead

Ca suil agam
zo

maicfe tu dom an liesk seo a soriobad

Cuzoc ni deanfamor e cor ar bic ac amsin zo
bfurl

Peadar o breacain na bascar fos, buiocas
le dia agus

da coiner sin, zo webfurkisce duic ceart an scerl d'fazail

ac
scriobar cuize sular curkeed

an babar, zeto

is mise, la
meas

miceal
S.E Morganina



5 Raon Naomh Muire,

Bóthar Druim Eanaigh,

(5 St. Mary's Drive,

Drimnagh Road)

Baile Cliath.

9 12 51

A Dhuine Uasail,

To léigheas le déanaí "Cuimhní Cinn Cuid. 1

Cuimhní an c Amach, agus to spreag an cúntas atá agat

ann, ar ar thárla sa Tulaigh Mhóir, mé chun scríobhadh

chugat cé nách bhfuil aithne agam ort. Tá aithne mhaith

agam ar Pheadar Ó Breacáin Sé athair mo mhná chéile é

agus, cé nach fear béalscaoilte é, is eol dom, ón méid a

chuala me uaidh Ó am to h-am, nách bhfuil an cúntas atá.

id' leabhar-sa ceart.

Ar an gcéad dul síos b'é Peadar Ó Breacáin an

t-oifigeach sinnsir in gComplaeht na Tulaighe Móire, agus

ní h-amháin sin, ach do bhí sé 'na oifigeach ceannais ar

Bhriogáid Luain do bhí an Tulach Mhór sa Bhniogáid

Cheanntar san. To thug Pádraig Mac Piarais an chéim sin

dó in bhFóghar a 1915 in Scoil Éanna. agus. d'innis dó go

rabhthas chun éiní amach go luath. D'órduigh sé duó gach

réidhteach a dhéanamh chun éirí amach 'na Cheanntar féin

nuair a. tabhar.faoi an rabhadh duó, agus chinneadar ar an

saghas rabhaidh a úsáidfaoi.

Maidir lais an ditroid a thárla i halla na n-óglach

sa Tulaigh Mhóir timchea11 mí roimh an Éirí Amach, séard a

thánia ná gun thug daoscar-shuagh de mhuinntir an bhaile

mná a raith a gcuid fear in n-arm Shasana agus mar sin

ionnsaí fé'n halla mar a raibh scata Óglach agus baill diet

Chumann na mBan ag comhaireamh airgid a bailigheadux ag
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cluiche G.A.A. an lá roimhe sin. To dhionnlaic óglach

darbh ainm Seosénth Wrafter agus; Peadar Ó Breacáin na

mná abhaile, agus, ar bhfilleadh dhóibh ar an haila,

thug an dream naímhdiúil fogha. fútha agus scaoil Peadar

dhá urchar san aer chun iad a choimcad ar gcú1.

B'annsin a. bhrúigh an R.I.C. isteach san halla agus

nuair d'fhéachadar le na h-Óglaigh a rannsú, d'fhonn pé

airm a bhí aca a ghlachadh, do scaoil Peadar cheithre

urchair an méid a bhí. fágtha san gunna leo agus

goineadb Sáirsint. (níor goineadh an Cigire, cé go raibh

sé insin láthair). Níor gabhadh aon fhear de chuid na

n-Óglach agus rug Peadar na cosa slán leis agus d'éirigh

leis an gunna a choiméad cé go raibh sé gonta Ó'n léasadh

a fuair sé Ó bataí an R.I.C. Nuair daéalaigh sé Ó'n

halla. d'ionnsaigh an dream a bhí amuigh arís é Sin

éirim an scéil sin. Is dÓcha gur beag duine a chuala

tráct riamh ar an dtroid sin, ach má's fíor a ndeirir

sa leabbar "D'ftéadfaoi a rá gurbh annsin sa Tulaigh

Mhóir a ceadchaitheadh urchar in Éirí Auiach a 1916"

measaim go raibh tabhacht Ó thaoibh staire ag baint leis

an dtroid agus Ó b'é Peadar Ó Breacáin a chaith na

h-urcbair an lá san, ba chóir do dhuine, a thógann air

féin cúntas ar an dtroid sin a chur in gcló, cornhthrom na

Féinne a habhairt dó.

Ní fíor ach oiread go ndeachaidh Peadar go Baile

Atha Cliath agus gur fhan ann ar feadh míosa sa gCampa

ag Ceann Muighe. Chuaidh sé ar a choiméad, agus; shrois

digh mhuinntir Mhic Chormaic in nDrolm Raithní cúp1a

1á t'réis na troda ag an halla, agus d'fhan ann go bhfuair

sé órdú ó'n bPiarsach Diardaoin na Seachtaine Naomhtha

go rabhthas chun éirí amach Domnach Cásca ar a 7 p.m.

Seosamh Mac Aonghusa. an teachtaire a thug an t-órdú dhó.

(Coicís roimhe sin fuair sé teachtaireacht o'n bPiarsaeh

Liam Staines a thug dó é á rádh leis a bheith ullamh).
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Do thionáil sé cruinniú na Briogáide an oiche

sin In dt1g1i Mhic Chormaic agus dheineadar gach réidhteach

I gcóir an Éirí Amach. An lá dá'r gcionn, Aoine an Chéasta,

chuaidh sé fémn agus Seamua Ó Braonáin (Leifteannant

Compaiachta na. TuiLaigha Móire) go dtí an Tulach Mhór chun

na h-Ôglaigh a thionnsú i gcóir an Éirí Amach.

Ar ndóigh níl ach cnámha an scéll agam annso,

ach ineasaim gus sdiléir o'n méid atá scrióbhtha agam

go bhfuil sé bun-ós-cionn leis an gcúntas; agá in

Cinn", agus tá súil again to gceartóchair do chúntas-sa

má chuirfear an tarna chló ar an leabhar.

Ba mhaith liom a rádh gur thaithn an leabhar go

mór horn agus traosluighim do thaothar leat. Tá súil

agam go maithfe tú dhom an fltir seo a scríobhadh chugat.

Ní dhéanfainn é cor as bith ach amháin go bhfuil Peadar

Ó Breacáin ma bheathadh fós, búiochas le Dia, agus;

dá. chiona sin, go mb'fhuiriste dhuit ceart an scéil

d'fhagháil ach scriobhadh chuiga solar.' chireadh an

leabhar i geló.

Is mise, le meas

(Sigh). Mícheál S.Ó Mathghamhna



Translation from Irish.

5 Raon Naomh Muire
Bóthar Druim Eanaigh

(5, St. Mary's Drive, Drimnagh Rd.)
Baile Cliath.

9. 12. 51.

Dear sir,

I recently read part I. of "Cuimhne Cinn

Recollections of the Rising", and your account. of what

happened at Tullamore has prompted me to write to you

even though I am not acquainted with you. I know peadar

Bracken very well he is my father-in-law and even though

he is not a man who talks too much, I know from what I have;.

heard from him from time to time that the account in your

book is not accurate.

In the first place Peadar bracken was the senior

officer in the Tullamore Company, and not only that but he

was Commanding officer of the Athlone brigade Tullamore

was in that brigade area. Pádraig Pearse gave him that rank

in the autumn of 1915 in Scol. Éanna, and told him that a

Rising was to take place at an early date. He instructed him

to bake every preparation to go into action in his own area

when the signal was given him, and they decided on the type

of signal he would receive.

As regards the fight that occurred in the Volunteer

hail in Tullamore about a month before the Rising, what really

happened was that a number of the rabble of he town wives

whose husbands were in the British army arid people like that

attacked the hall where there Were a number of Volunteers and

members of the Cumann na mBan counting money which had been

collected at a C.A.A. game the day before. Joseph Wrafter, a

Volunteer, together with Peadar Bracken, escorted the women

home, and on returning to the hall a hostile crowd attacked

them and Peadar discharged two shots in the air to keep them
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back. It was then that the R.I.C. came in to the hail,

and when they tried to search the Volunteers with a view

to taking any arms. they had, peadar discharged four shots

at them ta4 he had left in the gun wounding a

Sergeant (the Inspector was not wounded although he was

present). None of the Volunteers was arrested.. Peadar

escaped arid he succeeded in keeping his gun even though

he was hurt from the batoning which he got from the R.I.C.

When he escaped from the hall the crowd outside again

attacked him. That is the substance of what happened.

I suppose that few people have ever heard of that fight.

but if what you state in the book is true, viz. it

could be said. that it was in Tullamore that the. first

shot of the Rising of 1916 was fired I think that

there was an historical importance attached to the fight,

and since it was Peadar Bracken that fired the shots that.

day, I think the person who takes on himself the task. of

publishing the story of that fight should do justice to

Mr Bracken.

It is hot true either that Peadar went to

Dublin and that he stayed there for a month in a camp at

Kimmage. He went "on the run" and he reached McCormack's

house in Drumraney a few days. after the fight in the ha]4

and he remained there until he got an order from Pearse

on the Holy Thursday that the. Rising was to take place on

Easter Sunday at 7 p.m. it was Joseph McGuinness. who

brought the order to him. (A fortnight before hat he got

a message from Pearse it was Liam Staines who brought it

to him telling him to be ready). He summoned a meeting

of the officers of the Brigade that night in McCormack's

house and they made every preparation for the Rising.

The day after that, Good Friday, he and James Brennan

(Lieutenant in the Tullamore company) went to Tullamore

to prepare them for the Rising.
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Indeed I have only the bones of the story here but I

think it is clear from what I have written that it is at

variance with the account given in "Cuimhne Cinn", and I

hope that if a second edition of the book is published,

that the account will be corrected.

I would like to ay that I liked the book very

much and I congratulate you on your work. I hope you will

forgive me for writing this letter to you. I would not

have written it were it not that Peadar Bracken is still

alive, thanks be to God, and for that reason it would have

been easy for, you to get the correct story by writing to

him before you had the book printed.

Yours sincerely,

Micheál Mathghamhna.


