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5 Raon Naomh Mﬁire,

r;UREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21 Bb6thar Drulm Eanaigh,
BURO STAIRE MlLEATA;'la-Q'I (5 8t. Mary's Drive,
|No. W.S. A a/, e tmnagh Hoad)

Baile Atha Cliath.

9/12/ *51.

A Dhuiine Uasail,

To 1&8igheas le déanai “Cuimhni Cinn - Cuid 1 -
Cuimhni an £irt Amech®, agus to spreag an clintas até agat
ann, ar ar thirle sa Tulaigh Mhoir, mé chun scriobhadh
chugat c& nfich bhfull aithne agam ort. T& aithne mhaith
agam er Pheadar 0 Breachin - *s& athalr mo mhni-chéile & -
agus, c& nach fear b&alscaocilte &, isi eol dom, 6h m&id a
chuala fie'ueidh 6 am to h-am, nSch bhfuil &n cfintas até

ig' leabhar-sa ceart.

Ar én gcéad dul slos b*é Peadar 0 Breacfin an
 t-oifigeach sinﬁsir in gComplécht na Tulaighe Mbire, agus
ni h-amhfin siﬁ, ach do bhi s& 'na cifigeach ceannais ar
Bhrioghid Atha Luain - do bhil an Tulach Uhdér sa Bhrioghid
Cheanntar san. To thug Pfdraig Mac: Piarais an chéim sin

dé in bhFbghar a i915 in Scoil Banna agus d*innis 4% go

- rabhthas: chun &iri amach go luath. D*brduigh sé qhé gach
réidnteach a dh8anamh chun &iri amach 'na Cheanntar féin
nuair a tabharfaoi an rabhadh dhb, agus chinneadar ar an
saghas rabhaidh a fis&idfaoi.

Maidir leis an dtroid & thérla i halla na n-Oglach
sa Tulaigh Mhéir timcheall mi roimh an £iri Amach, s8ard a
thirla nf gur thug daocscar-shuagh de mhuinntir an bhaile -
mnéi a raibh a geuid fear in n-arm Shasana agus mar sin -
ionnsal f&'n halla_mér'a raibh scata Oglach agus baill de
Chumann na mBan ag comhaireamh airgid a balligheadh ag



. . .2.
cluiche G.A.A, &an 18 roimhe sin. To dhionnlaic dglach
darbh ainm Seosamh Wrafter agus: Peadar 0 Breac&in na
mn&.abhaile; agus, ar bhfilleadh dhéibh‘ar'&n halla,
thug an dream naimhdifiil fogha fitha agus: scaoil Peadar
~dhé& urchar san .ger chun iad a choiméad ar gefil.

Btannsin a bhrfigh an R.I.C, isteach san halla agus

nuair d*fhéachedar le na h-Oglaigh a rannsf, d'fhonn pé
airm 2 bhl aca a ghlachadh, do scaoil Peadar cheithre
urchair - an m&id a bhi fégtha san gunna - ieo agus
goineadh Saifsinﬁ (nior goineadh an Cigire, cé go raibh
s& in 18thair), Nior gabhadh aon fhear de chuid na
n-Oglach agus: rug Peadar na cosa slén leis agus d*éirigh
leis an gunna a choiméad gé‘go raibh s& gonta 6'n léasadh
a fvair s& 6 batal an R.I.C. Nuair.dhéalaigh sé& 6'n
halla d'ionnsaigh an dream & bhi amuigh aris &, Sin
&irim an scéil sin, Is dbécha gur beag dulne a chuala
tréct riamh ar an dtroid sin, ach mé's fior a ndeirir

sa leabhar - "D*fhéadfaol a r& gurbh annsin sa‘Tulaigh
Mnbir a ceadchaitheadh urchar in £iri Amach a 1916" -
measaim go raibh tabhacht 6 thaoibh staire ag baint leis
an dtroid agus 6 b'é Peadar 0 Breac&in a chaith na |
h~urchair an 18 san, ba c¢hdir do dhuine, a thSgann air
féin clntas ar an dtroid sin a chur in gelb, comhthrom na
Féinne a dhabhairt 4db.

Ni fibr ach oiread go ndeachaidh Peadar go Baile
Atha Cliath agus gur fhan ann ar feadh miosa sa gCampa
ag Ceann Muighe, Chuaidh s& ar e choimfad, agus shrois
digh mhuinntir Mhic Chormaic in nDroim Raithni ecfipla
14 t'réis na troda ag en halla, agus d'fhan ann go bhfuair
sé o6rdfi 6'n bPiarsach Diardaoin na Seachtaine Naomhtha
go rabhthas chun &iri amach Domnach Césca ar a 7 p.n.
Seosamh Mac Aonghusa. an teachtaire a thug en t-0rdfi dhd.
(Colicis roimhe sin fualr sé& teachtaireacht o'n bPiarsach -

Liam Staines a thug d6 & - & rfdh leis a bheith ullaﬁh).



P
Da thionfil sé cruinn;ﬁ @*0ifigigh na Briog&ide an oiche:
sin in dtigh Mhic Chormaic agus dheineadar gach réidhteach
i gebir an Eirt Amach. An 14 d&'r gcionn, Acine an Chéasta,
chuaidh s& féin agus: Seamus: & Braonfin (Leifteannant
' Compliachte na. Tulaighe: Mdire) go dti an Tulach Mhér chun
na h-Oglaigh a thionnsfi i gebir an Eirl Amach. '

Ar- ndbigh nil ach cnfmha an scéil agam annso,
ach measaim gur sciléir o'n méid ath scritbhthe agem
go bhfuil sé bun-bs-cionn ledis an gecfintas agh in g“cuimhni
Cinn", agus t& sGil agam to gceartbchair do chlntas-sa

né:. chuirfear an terna chld ar an leabhar,

Ba mhaith liom & r&dh gur thalthn an leabhar go
mér liom agus traosluighim do shaothar leat. T& stil
agam go maithfe tf dhom sn litir seo & scriobhadh chugat.-
Ni dhéanfainn & cor ar bith ach amhfin go bhfuil Peadar
0 Breacfin 'na bheathadh £6s, blGlochas le Dia, agué
d& chionn sin, go mb'fhuiriste dhuit ceart an scé&il
d'fhaghfil ach scriobhadh chuige sular chireadh an
leabhar i gclb. _

Is mise, le meas

(Sigh). ' Miche8l 5.0 Mathghanms



by

Translation_from Irish,

- 5 Raon Naomh Muire
Béthar Druim Eanaigh
(5 St.Mary's Drive, Drimnagh Rd. )
' Baile Atha Cllath.‘

9.12.51.

Dear Sir,. “
1 recently read part I. of "Cuimhne Cinn -
Recollectione'of the Rising“;.and your account of what
happened at Tullamore has prompted me to wrlte to you

even though I am not acquainted with you. I know ‘Peadar
Bracken very well - he is my fagner—1n~1aw - and even though
he is not a man who talks too much, I know from what I have
rheard from him from tlme to time that the’ account_in your

book is not accurate.

In the first'place Peadar Bracken was the senior

_ officer'ln the Tullamore Company, and uot onlv that but-he
was Commanding ‘Officer of the Athlone brlgade -~ Tullamore

© was in that brlgade area. Phdraig Pearse gave him that rank
' in the autumn of 1915 in Scoﬂ Eanna, and told him that a
R151ng was. to take place at an- early date.l He 1nstructed h1m
to make every preparatlon to go into actlon in his own area

when the signal was given him, and they decided on the type

of signal. he would receive.

As regards the flght that occurred in the Volunteer
hall in Tullamore gbout a month before the RlSlng, what . really
happened was that a- number of the rabble of the town --w1ves
 _whose husbands Were 1n the British army and’ peOple like that -
attacked the hall where there were a number of Volunteers and -
members of the Cumann na mBan counting money whlch had been
. collected at a @. A'A game the day'before. Joseph Wrafter, a
Volunteer, together with Peadar Bracken, escorted the women
 home, and . on returnlng to the hall a hostile crowd ~attacked

them and Peadar dlscharged two shots in the air to keep them



back. It was then that the R.I.C.came in to the hall,
and wheﬁ'they tried.to'search the Volunteers with a view
to'taking any arms. they had, Peadar discharged four shots
at them {'ai} he had left in the gun - woundingja '
‘-Sergeant (the Inspector was not wounded although he was

. present)ﬂ' None of the Volunteers was arrested Peadar'
escaped and he succeeded in keeplng hlS gun even though
he was hurt from the batoning which he got from the R.I.C.
" When he escaped-from'the hall the crowd outside again
attacked him. That is the substance of what'happened.‘

I suppose‘that-few people have ever heard of that fight.
but if what you state in the bock is true, visr-f...it
could be said_that5it was‘dn Tullamore that the first
shot .of the‘Rising 'of'191_6 was fired R .think- that- .
" there was an-historical importance attached to the fight,
and since it was poadar Bracken that fired thé shots that
day, I think the person who takes on himself the task.of
publishing the story of that fight should'do justice to.
Mr Bracken. ' |

It is not true either that Peadar went to

Dnblin and that he stayed there for a month in ‘a camp at
Kimmage. He went Mon the run™ and he reached McCormack'
house in Drumraney a few -days after the fight in the hall
and he remained there until he got an order from Pearse
on the Holy Thursday that the. Rlsing was to take place on
Easter Sunday at 7 p.m. It was Joseph McGuinness who
brought the order to him. (A fortnight before'that‘he got
a message from-Pearse - 1t was Liam Staines who brought it
-to him - telling him to be ready) He summoned a meeting
of the offlcers of the Brigade that night in McCormack's
house and they made every preparation for the Rising.

The day after that Good Friday, he and’ James Brennan
(Lieutenant in the Tullamore Gompany) went to Tullamore

‘to prepare them for the Rising,



B Indgedrl have only the:bones of the story here but T
think it'@s cleér from what I have written that it is at
' vafiénée with the account given in "Cuimline éinn”,rand'I

hope. that if a second edltlon of the book 1s published

that the account w1ll be corrected.

I would like to sey that I liked the book very
much apd-I congratulate you on your work. I hope you‘wi}l
forgive me'for:wfiting fhis letter to you. I would hot'.'
have wriften.it were it not that Peader Bracken is still
alive, thanks bé:to éod and for that reason it WOuld have
been easy for you to get the -correct story by wrlting to
him before you had the book printed. . g 3

: - Yours sincerely,

Miche&l s.0 Methghéamhna,

BUREAU GF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21 o

BURO STAIRE MILEATA-1913-21 . '

0 INo.W.S. - 5@4{3.




