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STATEMENT BY MR. JUSTIN McCARTHY, KILFINANE.
CO. LIMERICK.

I was born in the year 1893 at Kilfinane, Co. Limerick.
I went to school at St. Munchin's College, Limerick. In the
Spring of 191% I joined the Irish National Volunteers and became
a sub-section leader. At the split between the Irish Volunteers
and -the original organisation, I joined the former and became
leader of the section which became inactive and remained so until
reorganised by Ernest Blythe in the Autumn of 1915. The company
was aboﬁt 30 strong and formed part of the Galtee Battalion then
under the command of Liam Manahan. We obtained some equipment
and a few Smith & Wesson revolvers. We paraded openly with the
revolvers and took part with other units at the St. Patrick's Day

celebration in Ardpatrick 1916.

Some members of the company answered the call on Thursday

morning of Easter Week, but I was not one of them.

I took part in the East Clare election, June 1917 (for a few
days) preparatory to which I attended at Bruree to recelve Eamon
de Valera on his arrival there from Lewes Gacl from whlch he
left next day for East Clare.' De Valera said he was making his
first public speech which was all ébout Easter Week and references
to compensating Boland's for damageldone had the rebellion been
successful. His uncle, the "Dane"” Coll - as he was called -

& local Rural District Councillor, sat on the wagonette and,
pulling his nephew's coat tail every now and then, said repeatedlj
in a loud whisper : "State your policy". The attempts appear to

have been unnoticed by de Valera.

Cn the fofmation of the local Sinn Fein Club in Kilfinane
I became its secretary; the R ev. C. Mangan, C.C., was chairman.
I attended various meetings of the East Limerick Comhairle
Ceanntair of Sinn Fein usually held in Hospital. A branch of the

Gaelic League was formed in Kilfinane in the autumn of 1617 and J

became its Secretary.



In 1918 the local company I.R.A. included all able-bodied
men due to conscription threat. I rejoinéd the company and
became company quartermaster.. I got SOmé pikes made with a view
to resisting conscription. When the conscription crisié faded
out the local I.R.A. company reduced to half its size. The'
General Election of 1918 was a very actuve period. I acted as a

sub~director of élections during the period.

The floatation of the first Dail Eireann Loan was a great
success in Bast Limerick, the subsctiption from which I believe
Michael Collins described as the biggest from any constituency.

The area around Kilfinane alone realised about £2,000.

I had to account for my movements to the R.I.C. after the
Knocklong Train raid. I did outpost duty during the Ballylanders
and Kilmallock barrack attacks and joined the East Limerick
Brigade Flying Column in July 1920. In October I was appointed
0/C. Kilfinane Battalion I.R.A. This area was the base for the
Flying Column and remained so up to the Truce in Jﬁly 1gzl.
Intensive organisation was essential and I was on duty

continuously.

By December 1920 the entire manhood of the area was' enrolled
in the I.R.A. Daily intelligence reports from all company areas
became essential. In fact, every person, old and young, acted
as intelligence officers and took risks to get information along
to the,proper,quértér. To illustrate this statement, I took
$ix members of the East Limerick Brigade Column into Kilfinane
after dark about Nov. 1920, to meet a reprisal party which did
not operate. Returning early next morning (which happened to be
Sunday morning) we were seen coming across country making for the
Garryarthur-Darragh Road. An old couple, going to early Mass to
Glenroe, saw us and, thinking we were Black and Tans in disguise,
drove as fast as they could for Mrs. Fox's of Darragh to warn any
possible column members. We kept across country and arrived at

almost the same time. Had we been what we were expected to be
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this 0ld couple would have walked right into it, a fact which

they must have recognised.

I sat in the circuit court with Judge Davitt and also with
. the members of the District Court, - I received a fee of £2.2.0.
for, I think, each of two sittings of this Court, - in, I suppose,

an ex-officio capacity as battalion 0/c.

A large qugﬂtity of arms was expected to reach the south coas
of Cork about April 1921 and flying columns from North Tipperary,
West and Mid Limerick Brigade areas were drafted into the battalios
area on the Mitchelstown, Kildorrery area. This detachment was
for the purpose of fighting a delaying action in opposition tbl
enemy troops from Limerick and Tipperary and so permit of the
distribution of the arms landed. No arms arrived. A skirmish -
neither planned beforehand nor controlled during its course (ax
the I.R.A. party was taken by surprise) - took place in Sraherla
with enemy troops, resulting in fatal I.R.A. casualties.

In May 1921 the Brigade column was sub-@ivided into bhattalion
columns due to excessive raids by enemy troops featuring extensive
use of military moving across country in battle formation. I was
appointed 0/C. of this battalion column, fifteen in number only,
but coﬁtaining a number of ex-British army men who had seen
service during the 191%-~18 war and weré experienced in meeting
éhis new mode of'attack. We held the field until the Truce in
July 1921, positions being taken up at night time and going under
ground during the day. A part of the battaiion training scheme
was to change the officer personnal of each company once a month
or so thereby providing ready;made subséitutes_to fill vacancieé
caused by arrests or casualties. I put this scheme into operation

in January 1921. It had the approval of E. O'Malley, Divisional

Officer Commanding.

I attach a sketch map of the battalion area showing its sub-

divisions and unit strengths as they existed just at the date of



the Truce in-July 1921.

I also-attach an original strength return and roll of officers
The actioné listed in the last column aré& those in which members
of the battalion participated either as members of the Brigade
Column or independently when the action was a local and not a
column or brigade operation. This strength return was made out on
5.12.1921, as dated on top right hand corner, but would also
represent the position correctly as at the date of the Truce
six months earlier. It was originally submitted at the time in
the course of ordinary routine to the Brigade Adjutant. It has
been in his possession since then and it was he (Lt.-Col. J M.
MacCarthy, Burgau of Military History) who gave it to me on the

- occasion of this statement being compiled.

Signed: M A
(Justin A. McCarfhy).
Date: 2/- 3-/§872,
21.3.1952.

Witness:. /-L‘Am %M‘]
[ loe lor

(J.M. MacCarthy)
Lt.Col.
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@* tu s . BATTALION, 5o h-20
\\ " - .
&L\“‘wﬁ. Officers Coy. Officers No, on| Regular} Reliable} Iist of
-Name, Ranki Name. ‘Rank, Rolls, : Actions
— o
Justin MeCarthy, | Mce, Barrett, , .
N Comdt, 0.C, A.Coy. }A.Coy 37 30 30 P.Ballylsndesys.
_ Rw.oobﬁ . _ Police Bk,
Tadg, Barry, ,mdn%. Coy. 2 .Ballina-
V.Comdt, ' hineh Amb,
_ _ P.,Ryan 0.C, B.,Coy{ B.Coy 70 61 53 PB.Kilmellock
Sean Cagney,Ad), | P.Hayes 1s8t,.Lt,« : . - Police Bk,
— R -R.Kildorrery
H&.. ﬁ@gﬁo ﬂ.og. L.QHQ.OB.E 0.0-UOOOH. UoOOH-cmo UO Wm Ed.
. M,Lee 18t,Lt, .. > .Bruree Amb .
. L mn“mus.urq .P.P_Hm_o
M,%Walsh 0,C.E.Coy] E,Coy.42 35 30 7.
d.Caseyist,Lt 7. Limerick
: o Street ATT
D.Nunan 0.C,.F.Coy.F.Coy.30 30 25 ack,
_ODea,1st,Lt 8.Grange Amb. .
. - : S.Garryspil-
J ,0Callaghan -} G;Coy .31 24 26 Lane Amb,
0.C. G.Coy. 10.Glenna-
M.Leeigt,Lt,G.Coy., erane Ambd,
. t1.Drumkeen Amb.
) Total 270 230 202 t2.Llackelly

Amb, .
13, Kil1lmall-
ock m.au.. Abback




