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BUREAU GF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21

STATEMENT ' OF PHROINNSIAS O DUBHTHAIGH
: (FRANCIS - O'DUFFY) - -

41 Palmerston Road, Dublin.

Prellmln__y Summa;x-
I am a native of Co. Monaghan, born near Ballybay in

1883. 1 was a Secondary Teacher in (a) the Christian
Brothers School, Carlow, from 1902 to 1906; (b) St.
Michael's Intermediate School, Enniskillen, from 1906 %o -
1918, and (c) St. Macarten's Seminary, Monaghan, from 1918
to0 1921. 'I was interned during the year 1921 (at
Ballykinlar), end beceme a Civil Servant (Dept. of
Edubation) in 1922. My activities in the Independence
movement were mainly of a political nature, and my

knowledge of military events is rather slight.

Carlow Period :

Like many others, it was through the Gaelic League
that I first became interested in national politics. I
was Secretary of the Carlow Branch of the League, and of
the Co. Carlow Feis. At that time, I became acquainted
with Padraig Peérae, who gave a lecture in Carlow, and I
had correspondence with him for some years afterwards.
At my inw;tation he addressed a Gaelic League meeting ;n
Enniskillen (in 1907 or 1908) when I was Secretary of the
League Branch in that town. -

One of my associates in the Carlow Gaelic League was
a young journalist from Kilkenny named.Fintan 6 Féolain.
He was an active and persuasive advocate of adéanced .
nationalism (“phygical force", as it was then called); I
understood from him that he was a member of the I.R.B.,
whiqh had existed without interruption in Kilkenny since

'67. Due to his influence I became a member of-Sinn Fein



(3)

on its first formation, and 1 represented Co. Carlow for

gome time on the Rational Council of the organisation.

Ennigkillen Period:

(a) " The Ulster ‘Volunteers were very active and well-
organised in 1912 in Enniskillen and throughout Fermanagh.
This prov1ded the main stimulus to the organisation of the
Irish Volunteers in 1913; large numbers joined who had no
aim or motive beyond opposition to the Ulster Volunteers.
All the leading Redmondite politicians became members, as
well as the small number (including myself) who held other
views. There were about 300 members in the Enniskillen
"Battalion", as it was called: I remember that on a
éurprise midnight mobilisation, at a place about a mile
from the town, 248 men paraded. The Battalion was
organised in three Companies, A, BLand'C, and I was Captain
of C‘Company;l the Battalion Adjutant was John P. Wray, a
gsolicitor's apprentice and the son of one of the leading

Redmondites.

The Battalion obtained 100 Redmondite rifles end
bayoneté (bﬁt no ammunition). They were kept in a
furniture-store (owned by Joe Giilen,_Co. C., a leading
Redmondite), and'issued to‘the first-comers at the weekly
drills. iFrom the markings on the stock of one of these
rifles I found that they were old Italian weapons,
"repaired" at Turin.) ‘The instructor had a Lee Enfield
rifle (hié own property), which he used for déﬁonstration
and instruetion purposea at his weékly class for officers

and N.C.O's.

The instructor (B. Keeqan) was an experienced ex
British'Army Sergeant, andAwas a-capable man at his job.
The training included, in addition to foot drill and field

fraining, special lectures and instruction for officers
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and N.C.(Q's.

(b) Owing to local jealousy ﬁeﬁween leading A.0.H. and
U.I.L. persons in Enniskillen, the Volunteer Battalion
théré remained "neutral® at first, but the European wsar
(1914-1918) putﬁaq end to this, and disorganised the
Volunteers in Enniskillen and throughout Fermanagh.  There
was 2 large number (about 70, as far as I can remember) of
members of ‘the British Army reserve in the Enniskillen
Battalion of the- Volunteers. When these were called up
their comrades marched to the station t6 give them a send-
off, and many of thege comrades soon followe& them. An
intense recruiting campaign was c§rried on, especially
among the Volunteers. The Adjutant (John P. Wray) was
given a commission, and it was currently reported that he

"bought® it with 50 (or 100?) recruits.

A shall Company of Irish Volunteers was reorganised
in Enniskillen in 1915, of which I had charge, and drills,
ete., were held regularly. But when Sinn Fein began to
spread as a movement, I devoted most of my time to its
organisation, as it was evident that the most urgent need
at that time in Fermanagh was sound national propaganda.
The only other centre in Fermanagh at which I have personal
knowledge that a small Coﬁpany of Irish Volunteers
continued to exist during this period was Derrylinn (near

the border of Co. Caven)

Easter 1916: . _

_ :No.notificaiion of the Rising came to Co. .
FPermanagh., On Holy Thursday evening Miss R. O'Doherty of
Derry, on her way from Dublin to Derry, handed a despatch
to Rev. M. MacCarvill (then C.C. in Enniskillen, now P.P.
of Truagh, Co. Monaghan) at Enniskillen railway station. ™
Father MacCarvill gave the despatch to me that night, to

£

be sent by hand to Revd. Jas. 0'Daly (then C.C. of Clogher,
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Co. Tyrone - now P.P. same place). - I sent a cyclist with

the &espatch 10 Father 0'Daly the foliowing mdrning.

_ There were no arrests in Enniskillen or Co.
Fefmanagh during Easter Week, but I was brought to¢ the
ﬁ.I.C. barracks for intefrogation By the Co. Inspector
reéarding my movements on Easter Monday. I had arranged
to go to Dublin that day, mainly to collect a small parcel
of arms (fivg revolvers) for the Derrylinn Volunteer
Company,'which was waiting to be égllected at Gleeson's,
Upper C'Connell Street{ As my moYements were carefuily
watched by the R.I.C. in Enniskillen, I went to Ballybay
first, visited my home there, and started by the evening
train to Dublin. I only got as far as Dundalk end had to
spend the-gight thefe, return?pg to Enniskillen the
following day. The R.I.C. Co. Inspector's enquiry was
about my business in Dublin (to which he knew I had booked)
and I told him it was to obtain equipment for the school

labofatory (which was my nominal business).

The "Sinn Fein" Period (1917):

Sinn Fein was well organlsed in Co. Fermanagh.
There was a Cumann.;n every parish, and a Comhairle
Ceanntair for thé County, which met regularly. The
number of members in many of the Cumainn was small, and was
composed mainly of younger people, including édme of the
younger priests and teachers. The Rev@. T. Caulfield,
then C.C. at Belcoo (now dead).was a very active organiser.
Public meetings, aeridheachta, etc., were held regularly,
and there is scarcely a parish in Co. Fermanagh which Pr,
Caulfield and I did not visit more than once in the course

of this work.

A1l communications with Sinn Fein Cumainn were
delivered by Volunteer .cyclist despatch carriers, and an
affective Volunteer postal system was organised for this -~

purpose.



(6) A.0.H. in Fermanagh:

Though the A.0.H. was well organised in Fermanagh,
especially in the rural districts, its members did not
actively oppose or interfere with the Volunteers or Sinn
Fein, The chief reason for this, I believe, was that they
regarded these bodies as too unimportant and insignificanﬁ
to bother with. When I was arguing the issues once with a
prominent member of the A.0.H, in Enniskillen (James
Gilgunn), he merely said that he would like to believe in

Sinn Fein but his commonsense would not let him!

(7) Monaghan Period(1919/20):

(a) The organising of Sinn Fein preceded the Volunteers
in County Monaghan. When I came to Monaghan (September,
1918}, Sinn Fein Cumainn existed in every parish, and a
Comhairle Ceanntair in each of the two conétituencies into

which the County was then divided.

There were, however, no recognised or affiliatéd
companies of Volunteers - at least in or near lHonaghan,
which is the only part of the County of which I had personal
knowledge. I was informed that Voluntéers had been
enrolled in Monaghan town during the conscription scare, but
they had not been affilisted or recognised and had disbanded
when the scare passed. It was mainly from the Sinn Pein
Cumainn, and by their leading members, that the Volunteers
were organised in the winter of 1918/19, Eoin O'Duffy had
been the first Secretary of the'N. Monaghan Comhairle
Ceanntair of Sinn Fein; Tom Donnelly and I succeeded him
later in that position. There was always close co-

operation between the two organisations.

(b) In the winter of 1918/19 a Company of Volunteers was
organised in Monaghan, of which Charles Emerson was
appointed Captain. A Battalion was also organised in the

area, of which Dr. Ward was the first Commandant. When
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Dr: Ward left Monaghan to reside in Dundalk, ﬁr. Emerson
succeeded him as Battelion Commandant, and I became Captain
of the Monaghan Cbmpany; the two Lieutenants were then
James Flynn and Geo. McEneany. I cannot remember how many
?oluntéers were in the Mbnaghan Cbmpany at that period, or

how many Companies (4 or 5?) were in the Battalion.

- -

Some arms were obtained locally from private owners
by individual Volunteers. These were mainly'revolvgrs of
various patterns; they included one modern Lee Enfield
rifle (which was used in the early days for instruction
purpoaés). As far as I am aware, arms and ammunition were
obtained”ma;nly }rom official sources in Dublin: I
remember bringing a small-pgrcel of rgvolﬁer emmunition for
Dan Hogan, then Brigade 0/C; I had collected it at Pintan
Murphy's office in Dublin.

The only Volunteer activities in which I took part

were of'g minor nature and are hardly worth mentioning.

I was mainly occupied in duties of a political nature; in
éddition to Being Secretary of the North Monaghan Comhairle
Ceanntair of Sinn Fein, I was Chairman of the Monaghan
district Dail Court, a member of the Monaghan Co. Council
and its representative on the Co. Councils® General
Council, and responsible for ensuring thet the Co. Council

carried out the directions of the D4il Minister for Local
Governﬁent, regarding safeguarding 6f funds, etc. Owing
to the demands which these duties made on my time (and for
another reason mentioned later), I resigned my position as
Captain of the Monaghean Coy. —_or rather, I did not resume
it on my release from prison in May, 1920; I remained an

ordinary Volunteer after that date.

(e) I was arrested with s number of other Volunteers (5,
6r”6, as far as I can remember, including Dan Hogan, Chas.

Emerson, John McCabe, George McEneney) at my home in March, -

~
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1920  #o were brought to Dundalk Jail first, and then to

nem; uihara we spont Easter of that yoar., We were removed
to Belfaat Jail in Aprdl, The day after our arrival there,
I got o Selegram fxom oms of tho pricots at Dallyboy that
oy father sas dying: 1 odowed the telegram o the Drison
Cheplain (I @o mot' roncsiber hio name), and asked him to
appily for 14 days* parolo for nme, He consented to 4o o,
end the- app]._ication L granted,

Ky unexpected @rﬁv& 1n 2oraghan ssved ths 1ife of
en B.1.C Berge&:t nxsed Madr, ~Be wao partioularly active
in 893163 on the movenonts of Voluntoers, and we bad found
in captured maile relinble reparts from him regarding
. Yolunteer netlvu:.e@eui‘ni a mm of dietricte. " %ho
Yolunteers had decidsd to desl with his, end the attack was
ar:@ged for the wight of the day on which I 'raturnqd lhioms.
In the emumetannes. At vns necevsary ‘ao call it ozf at the
lost mhautu-

| 1 returned to Belfeot Jail on tho ezpiration of &y .
parele (and after my father's Geath). oot of the
political prisoners haa thon been releesed affar fa hnngér-
otrike. fho saall vumber laft (including Dr,. Stusvt of
Belturbet, Joe Dulfy and o few othors from Dundelk wloso
asmés I do not ramesber) were degiuning e hanger-otriko; I
joined them, and wo were relemsed to the bater Hoopitol after
7-” O Gaye ~ $.0., abont the middlo of Emy, 1520. (1 bave
a photograph of tfhe gmnp. zma I @ill hand 4% in, 4f 4i¢ 13
of eny meeroat).

{3) Itookpnrtmonoeomm&almenlwmmﬂw

Yoluntesre., 7The Oaptain of the fyhol kand Cotpany (nemed
5 m accussd of being dronk and bresking into the

fyholland cramry. Pom Donnully aaksﬂ ne to defend

and got him off &f boaaabze on acoount of the A3GETOCS @

eonvlotioﬁ wonld involve. The oourt m held at Throomile
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iompe, end Eodn G'Duffy presided. Bo0 acquitted

on tho charse of 'brdakina into tho Creamzery, but convioted
of baing amn!:, am‘l (ea far ao I mamber) daprived of his
rank as naptaim

(e) Gy hooe (at #ectenra Terrace, monag:mn) wm roddod
and goarched oen a nuudor of ccomsiongs three timeo vx‘)en I
Bvas thhm. and two or threo times ¢hen I wao being anught
- for arvcot. - On one ccoadion the oearch inclute8 the

resoval of tho ukirting-boards in the oitting-rooo, aod I
' wao orde'rea"(z;j.t revoiver point) to oign a doounent to tho
effeot that no ﬁmega had been dones  On exother occunim
I waa told by the mimry officer in charge of tae
raiding gattiy, oftor a.conmtation by hiim with the R.I1.Q.
can oho ecoompanied the perty, thst 1 would de Ziold
responsidle 1if thero eves any attack on the police or
_-mutary in [lonachdne o arme ox mormmm dcousents
wera. found in any of the raide at my home..

'(_r} ¢ns day 1n Rovember, 1920, I wan t01d by Rovde JeP.
Burphy (then on the stuff of St. Nacarton's Semtnary,
Zonaghan; now.P.F. of Achabog, 0. Fonathan),that T should
not elecp at home thot night. % took hia advice, cod -
went to o frierd's homm near gt hand. That night tho
military raides my hmns to arrest nae. I caunct say
_ﬁoi’initely ig Fa'nher rurphy'o advico cane from Volunteos

| intellisence nources: 3 oas under tho inpression that it
did. '

1 ogent part cf Becaaher in the r'atar Hoopital,

" Beifast (unfler my oother's none, DPaly), where X had to

und Pgo & 8light operation. I roturasd to lMonaghan at;

‘Chrietmas, sleeping in verions £ricnds’ houses, and on Sew
Year's morning t celled at Ay homo.  Tithin half-an-hour

 tno dowee wap surrounded by  arie military pasty, and I
wan meateé. 3 e
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I was first brought by military lorry to Glasslough

R.I.C. barracks, and left there. I never understood why

this was done, but I assumed.that_since this barracks was

a small one in a rather isolated villgge it wés exﬁectéd
that it might'be attacked, and I was intended as a sort of
hostage. However, I was removéd from it to Monaghan R.I.C.
barracks later that évening. I spent a night in a cell,
with two men from the Clones district - nemed ‘Hand and
McPhillips. = The following day (Sunday) newé reached the
Monaghan ba:raéks of the Ba;lybay ambush, and an R.I.C.
Sergeant (McIntyre) warne& me not to leave the ce11<on any
account aé.séme of the other men (Black and Tans) were in a
nasty mood. I was transferred tétmilitary éustody at |
Monaghaﬁ_Courthousé that (Sunday) evening. The following
day I was brought to the Victoria Barracks, Belfast, and

from there, after 10 days or so, to Ballykinlar, where I

was interned until the general release in December, 1921.

Ballykinlar Period (1921):

| i-éséﬁﬁe.tha%-én‘éccount of the conditions and
happenings in Ballykinlar would be outside the Terms of
Referencerof the Bureau, but there are a few matters which
I would like to pﬁt on record, if it is permitted. One of
these is the great obligat;on we were under to the Society
of‘Friends (Quakers) in Dublin for their generous help in
impfoving our cogdifions: They gave us an excellent
library of books; any book we asked for - history, biograph;
or fiction - was supplied at once, if available. They
supplied any materials for hobbies that we asked fof, and
eéuipped a gymnasium - includ%ng sets of boxing-gloves,
punch-balls, etc. Another matter is the excellent
discipline of the men interned, and the fact that many of
the younger men availed of the fagilities afforded in the
Camp to improve their general education. I would like to
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mention élso our money system: a paper currency (bgcked
by our cash held by the British authorities) and the (dry)
canteen conducted by us, from whose profits a weekly
alloﬁance was made to0 all men who had no money of their

own.

{ The reference in the above paragraph is to Camp II,
Ballykinlar, of which I was Commandent during the last six

months of my period of<internment.)

Dail Courts in Monaghan:

- Dﬁriﬁg_ing/ZO‘the Dail Courts were well organised
and funétioning veiy satisfactorily in Monaghan. I was

one of the Judges (the President or Chairman, as far as I
remember) and Phil Marron was Registrar. Our Court rapidly
became popular, and the British bourts were practically
deserted. The cases dealt with were mainly petty disputes;
these gave little difficulty end our decisions were seldom
challenged. In one instance a prominent member of Sinn Pein:
refused a accept a decision: .it was promptly enforced by
the Volunteers, and he was fined (£5, I think) for contempt
o# Court. Soliéitors pleaded before our Court, and
occasionally quoted to us Acts and precedents (of which, of
course, we knew nothing!). In one case of this kind in
which D.X. Keenan, solicitor on behalf of a local house
landlofd for a decree for possession of a house, I got over
all legal difficulties by saying that our Court was a Court
of Justice rather than a Court of Law: instead of evicting

the tenant we made him take the pledge for a year!

I do not think our Courts were as satisfactory in
dealing with criminal charges as in the case of disputes.
When a Volunteer officer. brought a eriminagl charge, he was
satisfied of the accused's gullt, but he did not sometimes
(and perhaps could not) broduce evidence to prove the guilt.

A conviction was taken for granted in such cases; 1in one
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case where I refused to conviet owing to lack of evidence,

there was sdme protest.

Attitude of Protestants and A.0.H. in Co. Monaghan:

The Protestants of Co. Monaghan, especially in the
rural districts, were actively opposed to Sinn Féin and the
Volunteers. Nost of them considered it their duty as
"loyalists" to assist the R.I.C. when they could safely do
s0. Manynof the Protestants had arms (shot-guns, and in
some cases rifles), and the numbeér of casualities suffered
by the Volunteers on the night when the attempt was made to
collect all arms from civilians in the Brigade area, shows
how determined the Protestants were to use their arms. 1In
one district (Loughall, I think was its hamel where there
is a large Prbfestant pobuiation, rifle shots were
frequently fired at motor cars passing at night unless they.
dimmed their lights. In another district (between
Tydavnet and Monaghan) a motorist (Mick Kelly of Monaghan)
was shot dead in his éar one night wheﬁ he was returning
from Tydavnet to Monaghan. No one was ever; charged for

this crime.

As regards the A.0.H., the only place in Co.
Monaghan in which T am pefsonally aware that this

organisation gave aétive opposition, was the parish of

Truagh. I was one of the speakers sent to address meetings

in that pafish one Sunday during the 1918 General Election:
the other speakers were John J. Keenan, solicitor, Monaghan,
and Peadar O'Donnell. Qur first meeting was to be at

Ballyocesn Catholic Church, but our first speaker was

Agreeted with yells and boos; stones were thrown at us,

men advanced with sticks, and though we had a few
supporters, they had to run for their lives, and we were

lucky to escape without injury.
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 We then went to amother Church in the pariaﬁ,'
Carrickroe. One of the priests, Revd. Fr. McCarney, C.C.,
" was to preside at that meeting, but he was refused a ﬁearing
by the howling crowd. Their leader was Arthur Treanor .
(Arthur Atty, he was called): he stooé in front of the
crowd, interrupted Pr. McCariay, reminded him of the fext,
"Render unto Caesar”, etc;; he gppeared to be a rather
éxci&éble, rébid_tybé of the extreme party supporter. Our
meeting at Carrickroe had to be abandoned, but there was no

violence, probably because of Father McCarney's presence.

-

J I.R.B. in Ennisgkillen and Monaghan:

(a) I was admitted a member of the I.R.B. by Ernest
Blythe in Enniskillen in 1914, or early in 1915 (I cannot
‘remember the exact time). There was then another member
of the organisation in ﬁnniskillen, a man named Wm. Hegarty
from Derry, who was manager of Lipton‘'s shop. We édmitted
3 or 4 others to the organisatibn, but decided that in the
¢ircumstances then obtaining, it was better to concentrate
on propaganda through open organisations such as Sinn Fein
and the Volunteers. Seamus Dobbyn, who was an organiser
for I.R.B, called on me a few.timea in Enniskillen regarding
the progress of the organisation. On one occasion he said
it was strange that we could make no progress in
Enniskillen, while in the small neighbouring town of
Irvinstown Sean B. MacManus had 100 men enrolled. I asked
him if he had ever seen the 100 men, and suggested that he
Send a message to Sean B. that he wished to meet them. . He
agreed, and I sent a éyclist with his despatch to Sean B.
When Dobbyn returned to Emmiskillen he told me that Sean B.
could muster only seven men, and that he (Sean B.) was

resigning his position as "centre",

I discussed the question of the I.R.B. and the

Volunteérs, in July 1915, with Micheal O'Hanrahan (executeq_

e
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Easter 1916) who was then on the staff of the Volunbeer
headquarters office, and whom I had known intimately for
many years. He was aware of the fact that many of the
higher Volunteer officers were members of the I.R.B.,, but
ﬁe had refused to join that organisation, and he was
strongl& of opinion that its existenée in the Volunteefs
was unnecessary and might lead to confusion. I was
impréssed by this opinion, and I took no further part in
the I.R.B. (I did not formall& resign from it, as I was

not aware of any procedure for doing so.)

(v) Soon after I came to Monaghan (in 1918) I became
aware that éome pf'the Volunteer officers were members of
the I.R.B. At a Brigade Conference (attended by all
Coy..Capfains and Battn., officers) held aﬁ'Latton (I do not
remember the date?) when Eoin O'Duffy announced that all
Volunteer officers were to také_én oath of allegiance to
the Dail, I enquired publicly if officers were to regard
this ‘oath é.s sﬁp’erseding any other undertaking they might
already have given, and O'Dﬁffy gave a definite assurance
to that effect. I hoped that this would put an end to
I.R.B. organising émong the Volunteer officers, but I was
mistaken. Some time afterwards, while I was still Ceptain
of the Monaghan Company, the”two lieutenants of the Company
(James Plynn and George McEneany) came to me one evening
and t0ld me that & men named ColwerT (o2 Caldwell$) hed
.approached them about joining the I.R.B., saying he had
been giveﬁ-pheir names by Eoin O'Duffy. I told them that
| they‘could do as they pleased, and I found'they had no
desire‘whatever to join the I.R.B. I suggesated that they
might bring Colwe}l to my house that night, and we could
talk the matter over. They did so. Colwell produced an
introductionAin Eoin O'Dﬁffy's handwriting. I told him
that might be forged or stolen, and for all we knew he might

-
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be a police 'agent-provocateur'; that in such matters I
would accepé only a personal introduction by a person
known to both of us. (I ascertained later from I R.B.
men in Ballykinlar that Geiweii was a genuine I.R.B.
organiser). He %old us that he had been accepted without
question_in other parts of Co. Monaghan. I pointed out
that since Volunteer officers were bound to obey orders
from their "superior" officers in the Volunteers and hsad
sworn allegiénce to tﬁe Dail, they could not conscientiously
take an oath to obey their unknown superiors in another
organisation suéh as the I.R.B. I cannot say whether our
objections had any influeﬁce 6ncéﬁ:;:g%1 but as far as I
am aware he got no recruits for the I.R.B. in Monaghan on

that occasion.

A former Monaghan Voluﬁteer (Thomas Boyle) stated
recently that I had sworn him (and another man, John
McCann) into the I.R.B.: I em satisfied that he is making
a mistéke. Boyle was an 6rdina:y Volunteer, but McCann
was Vice Comméndant‘of the Battn. and was highly thought of
by Emerson, the COmmandant,_on account of his military
knowledgé and experience (he had served in the British:
army). If Boyle is correct in his statement that he and
McCann were admitted to the I.R.B. at the same time, there
is a strong probability that they were admitted by

L

Emerson. .(This, of course, is only surmise on ny part.)

While I have definite knowledge as to the extent of
the I.R.B. among the officers of the Co. Monaghan Bde., I
beliéve that many of the officers were members of that
organisation. This might be expected from the influence

which Eoin 0! Duffy exercised in that area.

\
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