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~The Countermsnding Orders of Holy Week, 1916.

The attached eighit-page printed document entitled:

"The Countermending Orders of Holy {feek 1916"
by Diagrmuid Lynch

ie a printer's proef.

The article wes written by Diarmuid L{nch early
in 1947 for publicstion in An.Cosantoir. t was,
the first instance, submitted by the Editor of An
Cosantoir t0 Mr. Bulmer Hobson for his comments.

Mr. Hobson, who was intimately connected with the
incidents covered by the article, and whose name is
frequently mentioned therein, replied to the effect
that "statements sbout myself and about eertain
other matters Just do not happen to bs true".

In view of all the cicumstances, the Bditor
decided to postpone publication of the article and
forwarded copies of it together with lir. Hobson's

coriginal lstter to the Bureau for inclusion in

our archives.

Mr. Hobson's 1etter isa registered under
No. W.5.652.

J9841.Wt.5694.D.4978_0.G_Est.320.1,500,006.6/51.D.(D.P.S.)Ltd..
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Thg Countermamlmg 0rders
of lloly Week 1916

P

HAT part of the arﬁcle on Comman- *

dant Tomds MacCurtain published in
the February, 1945 issue of AN
CosaNTOIR which dealt with the failure

. of the Cork Brigade to participate in the

Easter ~Week Rising . suggests
thoughts:  First, that the -conflicting
orders issued from Dublhn to the Irish

". Volunteers at Easter-time, 1916, which so

mystified Commandants * outside the
Metropolitan area, remain a mystery
cven to-day to any one who has not made
an intensive study of prior developments
among the men who . then controlled or
sought to control the destiny of the Volun-
teers ; second, that a chronological
sketch showing the sequence of events

* would” help to elucidate the &tuatlon

S In’ Octobt,r—November 1913, ‘a Pro-

: visional Commlttee “Was formed in Dub-’
lin to bnng ‘into existence a Volunteer -
Eoin MacNeill was elected

crganisation.
Chairman.  The majority of the Com-
mittee were members of the Irish Repuls-
lican Brotherhood, a fact unknown to the

minerity (which included the Chairman)_
"—thes LR:B. being a.sécret body, the

.. continued existence’ of which was - un-

known to the public.
At a public meeting held ‘on November

‘25th in that year, the ““Irish Volunteers’’

organisation was formally- established.
Its ob]ects were declared to bhe:
* To securé and maintain the rights:
_and liberties common to all the
+ people of Ireland.
z. ‘To train, discipline,
"t equip a body of Irish Volunteers
" for the above purpose.
3: To unite for this purpose Insh-
" men of every creed and of every
party and class. -

The"** tights and liberties >’ mentioned

* were never defined, nor were the means

A

two -

‘arm  and

_.the terms to mean:

[

" tive'”

DIARMUID LYNCH. -

whereby they might be * secured.”
Some people .construed them as meaning
defence of the anticipated ‘"Home Rule’"
positioh—to ‘oppose which the Carsonite

o

' Volunteers had.been organised previously

in.the North. The-L.R.B., with an eye

‘not alone to the hostility of the British

Government to the establishment in Ire-
land of any organisation, mational and
military, in character, but also to the

. antagonism of the Irish people in general.

at that time to. any policy savouring of
““extreme-ism’’ or oppased to that of the
Irish Parliamentary Party, decided not to
oppose -Upenly such a construction. _For
itself, however, the I.R;_B.—true to .the
Fenian tradition of the 'sixties, which it’
had ever fostered, deﬁmtely construed
‘maintenance of the
right of Ireland o natioral independence
as a Republican State, and to secure that
right through an Insurreclion in arms.
This difference jn outlook on the aims

. 'ancl objects of the Volunteers existed also

among the members of the governing
body of the Volunteer argamsafwn To
this can be traced the serious crux which
arose in Holy Week, 1916. - If the
revolutionary aims of the I'R.B. or its
purpose- to enlist the Irish Volunteers as
a fighting force in an Insurrection were
to succeed, it necessarily had to- keep
them secret fmm men who held differeut

views. e

In June, 1914, _Tom Cla.rke and Sea.n
MacDiarmada—representing the “Execu-
of the '[.R.B.*—were definitely
opposed 16 Redmond's demand that the -
Provisional Committee should * co-opt-
tyventy-ﬁve_ nominees of his, which in

* This '* Executive ' comprised the Presi-
dent, Treasurer and Secretary of the! Supreme
Council. When_ the Council was not in session,
control of the organisation vested in the
‘“ Executive.’

-
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. times on the wverge of .irretrievable

+* disaster,- these valiant men remained un-

shaken in their resolve. Once the Insur-

rection got undér way,. their heart-

* rending experiences were_for the most

part ‘forgotten by them. They had

*“ saved Ireland’s honour and were
‘LOI’ltth ’

‘We who have had opportunity to pon-
der on incidents in Ireland’s fight for

Freedom during the subsequent years,

g may well feel that the outcome’ of those
Sl expenences of Holy Week, 1916,
were Provldenhal in more ‘than one
respect ’ '
The valedictory words  of Padraic
‘Pearse, Commander-in-Chief. 'of the
. Irish Republican forces, written in the
burning G.P.O. on Friday, April 28th.,
1916 (with respect to the failure of most
. of the country battalions to partl(:lpate in
- 'the Rlsmg) will serve as a fitting close "to
" this review .of what proved to be ‘a
bew:ldenng chapter in the h1story of the
. Insurrection:

- Of the fatal countermandmg
order which. ‘prevented those plans
- from being carried out, I shall not
speak further. Both Eoin MacNeill
. and we have acted m the hest
interests of Ireland.”

S ’ s W
.. ~ S . , .

AN’ COSANTOIR. -

: phase

" against British domination were *

-

There is, however,- another ‘nateworthy
Historians when defihg with
prev1ous Irish revolutions belaboured
the fact that the organisations responsible
for them were cirsed and thwarted by
spiés and informefs. They also .in-
sinuated -that all ° Irish revolutionists
casy
matks ”* for such spies, and were fools
to think that their plans could be kept
secret , from the “eyes of - the British '
deemment These critics mde—stepped
the well-known fact that every great
Power has had its spies cortinually pry-,
ing into the military;secrets of its rivals
—often with considerable success. The
point 1 wish fo stress in conclusion is that .
ficither the. leadership of .the I.R.B. in
1916 nor that of-the other organisations
which participated in the Rising of
** Easter Weék '’ was cursed by either ,
spies or traitors, Herein we’ have
splendid testimony to the extreme care in
recruiting ‘exercised by, the men respons-
ible for the 1.R.B. over a generation
(coupled with propitious circumstances), _
and in particuldt to the methods followed
by the members of the Military Council
who guarded their ‘secrets so ]ealously
from the British that the insurrectionary
forces were enabled to march unopposed
into their several strategic positions on
Easter Monday, 19716, A

B




