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‘BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1912-21

N A\_ - BURO:STAIRE MILEATA 1013-21
O?\\G\ NOLW.S. 39 .

STATEMENT BY COMMANDANT JAMES FULHAM,
“Brosna", 25 Clonmore Road,

Mount Merrion, Dublin.

Flanna Zireann.

Late in the year 1912 or early in the year 1913
I joined Fianna Eireann. #We met about twice a week and
at week-ends at 34 or 32 Camden Street. We were drilled
there by Con Colbert and Seén Kavanagh. We also had
lectures from Colbert and from one of the Nellows brothers.
We met there people who afterwards played a prominent part
in the political life of the eountry - Countess Markievicz,
con Golberé, Liam and Barney Mellows. n Sundays we had a
route march to the Pine Forest. I don't think we carried
out any serious military exercises. My recollection is
that we went out for the day and we simply enjoyed ourselves.
I was selected for g signalling cless snd I was taught the
Morse Code. As I was very young at the time I didn't take
seriously to this form of training and like many of my
comrades we began t0 teke less and less interest in the
Flanna and finally left it. We didn't realise or
appreclate the training that these units were providing for

Us.

Irish Vvolunteeprs.

During the summer of 1917 I joined "G Company of the
4th Battalion, Irish Volunteers, Dublin Brigade. The
Company Commander at the time was Gerry Byrne and I think
John Joyce was right or left helf Company Commander.

Our training ground was Larkfield, Kimmage, or the
' Sandpits, Crumlin, I think we met twice a week and on an

0dd Sunday for route marches, Qur training was based on
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the then current British Training Manual, also the -organisatia
BExtended order drlll, close order foot drill and lectures on
the rifle, first ald and signalling were the chief aspects of
our military instruction, In gddition %o heing a member of
the Volunteer Unit at that time I was also émember of the
Bamonn Ceannt Sinn Péin Club which had its headquarters in
James's Street, These premises were glso used from time to
time by ﬁrom:lnent people in the political life of the
country for lecture purposes. In addition to lectures on
political matters, lectures were also given on military
matters to Volunteers. The club membership was not mainly
confined t0 members of volunteer units. It also included
| young men who had nothing to do with the military side of
affairs at the time, I remember on one occasion
Joe McGrath coming in the club and asking for a show of
hands as to the number present who were members of the
Volunteers, I remember on that particular night the man
who occupled the chair was & relative of Liam T, Cosgrave.
He was known t0 us as "Uncle Pat". The subject of his
- lecture that night I think was “ihe Manchester Martyrst,
The club room was pretty packed when Joe McGrath, who was
then a political orgeniser, called for the show of hands
already referred to and my impression of the ineident is that
about half of those present put up thelr hands. When
Joe McGrath ‘saw the poor responge he showed his displeasure
and dissppointment and asppealed to the assembly at large to
all becoms members of the Volunteers, I cannot say whether
the appeal was successful or not but I ‘believe it was. |
doe McGrath was, I think, at that time Battslion Commgnder
for a short time and when he came into the hall on that
particuler night he questioned the chairman (Uncle Pat)
about something that'was to be done of a political nature
and which was not done. The chairman replied, "The flesh
is willing but the spirit is weak". Joe. McGrath rejoined
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with the words "To use an American phrase, that's some
wegkness?™, With that he called for the show of hands to

£ind out how many men were Volunteers in that gathering,

One gctivity that emanated from this club was the
instruction regarding a plebisite to £ind out whether the
nunber of people in any area were in favour of an Irish
Republic,  PFor this work Volunteers went out in pailrs and
were g:l.vén 36 many names aﬁd addresses Of houses 1_;.0 call to.
I remember being issued with a peper contalning seversl
names and addressea.. Our instructions were that we were to
call to those houses and ask the occupants or owners if they |
were in favour of an independent Irish Republic. ‘ If in
Tevour we asked them to sign the document we had with us.

If the reply was in the negative I c¢annot remember what
instructions we ha'dlregarding ite It was u;nders.tood'that
the peopleé were ignorant of political events at the tims and
we were instruc'ted that if they asked 1;_he gquestion

"Does this Irish Republic mean that we are getting Home Rule??
we were o0 say "Yes", but not to argue about it.. e were to’
ﬁe diplomatic and suggest o them that it meant complete
freedom, .0Of the nﬁmber of houees‘that we visited I think
gbout £fifty per cent of them were in favour of an Irish
Republic, Some of them were stsunch Home 'Rulers and would
not agree to .Ia Republic., . VOthers simply signed Fthe document
we presented therﬁ with just to0 get rid of us, not caring
whether it was an Irish Républic,ﬂome Rule or agny other kiﬁd
of Republic for that matter. In the James's Street sres in
perticular, we met guite a m;mbér of hostile househdldera

who were relatives of British ‘80ldiers then f:l.ghting in

-France, Some of them literally threw us out of the houase,

saying that "My hus‘band. or my son or relative went to France
to fight for King and Country". "He didn't go in there",
pointing to the South Dublin Union, "like some of you féllows'
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Our crack 10 that was "Maybe he will be there when he comes

back from Prance',

Armistice Night 1918.

. On the 1ith November, 1918, when the 1914~1918 {ar
ended, unofficial victory celebrations were held in the
streets of Dublin. Groups of us were mobllised and
ordered to carry sticks and to proceed to various points in
the clty to preserve law and crder, In other words we were
to regard ourselves as custodians of the peace. Uhen we
got as far as College Green we found the whole place was
packed with people all celebrating, singing and diapldying
Union Jacks. We could get no further and our groﬁp becane
disorganised. Shortly after that we saw a falirly bilg party
of Volunteers marching, I think from Grafton Stfeei '
diéection. The crowd surged round them and boohed them,
but the party didn't become totally disorganised and an
.amnsing recollection I have is that some of the women who
before the Volunteer party came along were carrying Union
Jacks, now dropped them and fell in behind the Volunteer
party shouting "Up the Rebels",

I observed that several groups of Australians and some
American troops were sympathetic t0 the Sinn Féin Volunteers.
gome: of them actually earried Tri-Colours and'marchpd with

the Voluntesrs,

Ralds for Arms,

Some time following that incldent instructions were
issued that Company Commanders should provide themselves
with arms, with the result that we were detailed %o raid
various private houses in our Company area for shotguns,

rifles or any other form of grmament we could come by.
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We were supplied with lists of houses that should be visited,
I can:not say what the Company overall haul of arms was, but
our collection amounted t0 two or three pistols, a revolver
and a shotgun (four weapons in all). In one of these houses
the owner refused to hand up the weapon that he was known

t0 possess. We had to use a 1little bit of persuasion by
presenting a revolver to him snd then he handed over the
wegpon that he had., Owr 1n31‘;ruct.ions going out on these
raids were that we were not to threaten or warn people if we
possibly could. We were t0 use tact and discretion, and it
was only as a Xast resort that we were to hald up any man and
threaten him with arms. As a reéﬁlt of these raids the
Company fared off pretty well in the line of arms such as

they were,

General Election Dutiles,

During the Election of 1918, my Company was detailed
for election duty. We were assigned in groups t0 various
poling booths armed with asticks. I don"f know if we got any
definite instructions but I think we were to regard ourselves _
as sort of on police duiies. Things went very peacefully
for- us. We weren't called upon to use our sticks in any way.
I can only recollect one incident of attempted interference.
Poling Booths were closed and when the ballot boxes: were
being c¢ollected and brought to g checking centre, word came
through that a mob was being mobilised to interfere with the
transfer of the ballot boxes. I think this inéident was
supposed t0 occur in the viecinity of James's Street and
Volunteers were hurriedly mobilised to counter it, which they
- ald,. I think that the group saw that the Volunteers were
ready for them and they decided to cry off. |
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Company Council Meetings - Activities Reviewed.

In the year 1919 definite instructions were issgued
that Volunteere were not to parade in Company strength ;
thaﬁ in future they would parade in half.companies or
sections, the officer in charge of the right or left half

having usually selected the parade centre.

Company Councile were held weekly. These consisted
of three Company Officers, Campany Adjutant, Company
Quartermaster, four Section Commanders and at times a
representative from the Battalion Headquarters, usually the
Intelligence Officer, I attended these meetings in my
capacity as a Section Commander. The business discussed
concerned activities of the past week and the week 40 come,
When the routine business was discussed and it was decided
that a special job was O be brought off all members of the
Council would withdraw and only the Section Commander of
the section that would be detailed to carry out the job
would be present with the Company Commander, The Company
Commander would give him full details as to the job in mind.
(ne might get an instruction like this from the Company
Commander -~ "No.3 Section Commander remain behing".
He would then say "You will teke out a patrol next week",
| end he would define the route and the time that you were to
go out and dismiss. He might ask then what men the Section
Gommander was taking out and if he thought they were not

reliable men he would mention this fact.,

conseription Crisis,

For some time prior 40 the passing in the British
Parliement of the Gompulsory Military Service Act far Ireland,
all Volunteers were instructed to have in their possemion

three days' iron rations and provide themselves with strong
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boots or shoes, dreeches and leggings, trench coats,
haversacks, etc. I couldn't say why these instructions
were issued dbut the majority of us felt that in the event of .
conscription being applied the Volunteers were to lsave
their homes and occupations and take the fields, In any
caese we felt that as Volunteers we were not to allow
ourselves %0 he conscripted. The conseription crisie was
responsible for a big influx of men to the VOlgnteera.

I distinctly remember being at the famon Cesnnt Sinn Féin
Headquartprs in Jemes's Street one evening when a big body
of young men ceme up t0 owr headquarters and asked to be
téken into the Volunteers, They seemed t0 thigk that they
had nothing to do only have themselves enrolled snd have
themselves issued out with arms. In fact they were
disappointed‘When told this could not be done. They were
not enrolled there and then, Their nsmes and addresses
were tgken and they were informed that they would be
contacted in due course., Presumably enguiries were made
gbout them but in any case the majority of them were called
in due course., They were always kept apart, however, from
the regular category of Volunteers, snd when the
conscription criais passed the majority of them left the

Wbiunteers.

Company Funds,

For the purpose of buying arms for the company we
ren c81ilis and an odd consert and a Fete in Croke Park,
In order to allay susplcion from the prying eyes of the
enemy we called ourselves "The Seaforth Choral Society"
or some such ngue, Our: functions were usually fairly well

supported,
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Secrecy regarding Volunteer Actlvities,

Many lectures were given 1o Volunteers regarding the
the dangers of talking too loosely in public about
Volunteer activities. In this connection a member of “G"
Company, the late David Sears, wrote a small-sketch
"entitled "Babbling Tongues", He depicted in this sketch,
Volunteers in a Fish and Chip 8aloon partaking of supper in
a cubicle. During the course of the supper they talked in
Btage whispers about an exercise coniing off the following
week-end. In the next cubicile {;here was a detective eating
and taking notes at the same time, The play ended up by
revealing that the detective had overhesrd the conversation,
whispered though it was, with the result that when the-
exercise did take place on that Sunday the Crown Forces made
a swoop and made several asrrests. Another short ‘example
that was emphasised was, say - three Volunteers walking down
the streets of Dublin, and during the course of éonversat;ion
cne of them might mention the word "mobilisstion".  Secret
Service men or their agents or touts on dverhearing this.
word, could place an intelli—gqnt construction on it, which
might lead t© the Volunteers: being shat-iowed. These were
the kind of examples that were emphasised in lectures on
the question of keeping closed mouths: about all Volunteer
activities.

Press Propaganda against a Volunteer Parade.

I re;némber on one occasion when g11 BRat talions of the
Dublin Brigade were ordered on a route lmarch on g specific
Sunday. The 4th Battslion was formed|up on the Grumlin
road and marched in the d.irection of Nass. Arms were not
carried.. A few days prior to this hiI:l.tB appeared in the
Dublin daily papers regarding this ':I.ntlemded route march and

they appealed to young men not t0 turn out as the RBritish
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were determined to take action; that in such an eventuality
bloodshed and wholesale arrest would undoubtediy follow.

I think the papers that carried this publication were

"The Irish Independent" and "The Freeman's Journal®". I don't
think this publicity had any material adverse effect as far
as my Company was: concerned. It turned out in strength.

I don't know how the information got to the papers: in advance,
possibly it was through the Castle Authorities. Viewing it

| in retrospect I think that it was a ruse to try and stampede

the parade.

Discipline.

While the majority of Volunteers: were, on the whole,
falrly well disciplined, there were of cours'e, exceptions,
and I think i1t would be just as well to set down here how
offenders were dealt with. A Volunteer gullty of an act
of indiscipline who was earning his living in full-time
employment would be paraded and warned. If the warning
. went unheeded and he was again found guilty of a breach of
discipline he was: then suspended for a number of months,
This had the effect of campletely ostracising him from his
comrades and from his unit. This, 1t was known, he felt
rather keenly. 1In the case Of men who were not in regular
civilian employment who committed any bressh of diseipline,
the procedm;e was. that they were kept in custody in a hut or
barn in Crumlin or it might be in stables. This meant that
another Volunteer had torkeep guard on him, Such periods of
detention lasted three or four days sccording to the nature
of the offence. The mgin idea underlying these short
periods of detention was to ghow Voluntesers in general that
the Company could enforce discipline in acéordance with ite
own rights,. The only serious charge of indiscipline

I remember was in the case of two men who were going out or
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coming from a job one evening, They had a private row and
one attempted 0 draw his gun on the other. A nunber of us
were close by when this happened and we immediately separated
the two; .thu‘s preventing any of them from drawing their guns.
A courtmartial charge followed. The courtmartial was héld
in, I think., Galbratha. | A number of wiltnesses were called
to prove the offence and the result of the trial was that the
two men were suspended for g numbef of months. However, as
both men were regarded as Tirst-class Volunteera they were

eventuaglly reinstated.

Campany Intellligence,

David Seers was the Company Intelligence Officer.
On ons particular occasion instructions were issued to all
men of the Company that they were to remain up out of bed on
a glven night in their own homes or wherever they might be
lodging. ‘They were t0 take up position in a window
overlooking the street they lived or lodged in and check on
the number ofE enemy troops, police, known agents ocr' detectives
Passing, and submﬂ: a report_ the following day to
David Sears. I submitted my report which was aimoat
negligible. I think there were only four or five policemsen
passed up my street on that particular night, I don't know
what the idea of keeping this gll night vwigil was for, but

In any case it was an instruction and we had %o carry it out,

Weapon Training,

I cannc_Jt remember having received any instruction in
the service rifle (ILee Enfield) but I do remember being
taken out, probably twice, to.a field in Crumlin, say,
Saturday afternoon, and I fired three rounds on each occasion

out of a miniature rifle (.22).
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There might be one revolver handed round from man to man
to hold, look at and practise upon, and we would be shown how
to load it and unload it, and thereafter ‘it was mainly opening
the right forefinger and aiming at a line in the wall, keeping
the finger on the line and moving it up and down slowly, and
occasionally closing the eyes and opening them to bring out
instinctive aiming, Most men in\tﬁe Comp-any received this
form of instruction. Grenade training followed similar
lines to the r:evolver.' We were just shown a duumy grenade
with a pin 1in 1t and we would tske the pin out. We never
actually threw these grenades.' I remember on one or two
Ooccasions a grenede target being improvised at g field in
Kimmage, A small box was: being drawn along the ground
slowly by men end Volunteers were instructed $0 throw sods
or stones, roughly the same welght &8s a grenede into this box,
It wes explained to us that if we could suceceed in getting
such missiles into this: box our chances of getting live

grenades into a pssing lorry were good,

Munitions,

A number of ue were engaged from time to time in
meking what was c.ommonly known as buckshot in Keogh bonnelly's
Abattolr in Cork Street. #e had keys of this’ Place and we
went there on any night for which we were detalled where we
found the materilal far the making of this buckshot was
~already there, The buckshot was made something like this:
we had moulds and the standard shot of ordinary shotgun
cartridges and lead was melted down and our Jjob was to pour
the stuff into the moulds and when this cooled down it was
teken out as buckshot. Similarly in the case of grenade
filliné we packed the gelignite into the cases: by means; of
sticks, under the supervision of an experienced Volunteer

from the Company. It was a crude way of manufascturing
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gnmmnition but it was the ﬁest wé could 4o under the
circumstances, To add to the matefial for making
ammnition we were Instructed t0 collect lead wherever we
eould lay cur hands on it and in sddition places were
raided for empty artillery shell,

FPlans for Attack on British PTroops at Crumlin - May 1921,

In the month of April or May, 1921, information
reached the Gompany Commander that it was usual for a
British Army militery party to travel by lorry from
Baldonnel at a certain hour each day. The Company
Commander decided t0 lay plans for the holding up of this
party with a view to capturing their arms and gmmunition.
As a preliminary I was sent to the vicinity of the Half Way
House on the Crumliin road to observe the movements; of this
party, and report .any further dstails regarding strength,
equipment, etc., and to note the definite time of the day
that the car passed in this vicinity. Over a period of
a fortnight roughly, I went ocut to the Orumlin road on a
number of occasiona, Final plans were discussed in
Keogh Donnelly's I think., Roughly these were that the
hnlb;xah ‘party would conaist of three sections or groups of
selected men and that they would take up positions on the
Crumlin road on the city side of thé Half Way House.
Positions were allotted to each group astride the road.

A cable was to be brought to the ambush postiion and fixed
across the road loosely a short time before the car was dus
to arrive, Immediately the car would be sighted the cable
was t0 be drawn up tightly and BinmltaneO_lzaly with this the
Company Commander would blow his whistle and we would ell
fire & volley and demand the immedlate surrender of the
party. He was more anxious to get the arms than t0 inflict
- casualties. We had a Ford car standing by ready o take
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“the arms when captured. I was t0 occupy a rather isolated

position away from the main party, behind a wall, and my

instructions were that 1f any of the military tried to escape
by that road I was 0 prevent them from doing so., . Just as
finel arrangeﬁénta were made 1t was discovered that the
Actlve Service Unit intervened and carried ocut the ambush
themselves, The.company commanﬁer was very annoyed as he had
gone t0 a lot of trouble in preparing and planning this
operation, He also felt that it would enhance conaiderably
the prestige of the Company had.it been carried out.

I believe myself that Captain O'Brien knew beforehand that
the Active Service Unit were inferested in this British party
but he felt that it was an operation more appropriate to the
Company than to the Active Service Unit and, therefore,
decided %o go ghead with it. However, as I have already
sBaid, he was forestalled.

Shadowing of ggépect.

Sometime 1n the spring of 1921, I was instructed to
proceed t0 a stable in Bridgefoot Street, On arriving there
I saw another Volunteer wham I knew, and a man who appeared
$0 be of the tramp class lying in straw. The Volunteer was
obviously guarding him as he was sitting down with the gun
in his hand. The Compsny Cammander was there also and he
told me ﬁo teke over and to sit there and watch the man.
After pome time the Battalion Commander arrived, As far as
I recollect it was Seén Dowling. He had some discussion
with the Company Commander asnd I was told to go ocutside,
While outalde I thought I heard the prisoner praying. He
told them, I think, he was & Roman Catholic. I belileve
this man said he was an Australian. He was released after
some time and I was instructed to follow him,  They told me

that he was supposed to g0 t0 a hostel in Meath Street and
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I was t0 see if he did go and reporf ‘ba-ck. I shadowed him
to the hostel and saw that he went in there., I reported
. back to the Company Commender. Afterwards we heard the
British had ralded the hostel that night and this man was
taken away. T™e Battalion Commander was very annoyed
ebout 1t because I think they were then certain that he

was a British agent.

8ergeant Igoe,

At a Company Council meeting a photograph of an
R.I.C. Sergeant in uniform was passed round to those
present at the meeting, We were told to examine the
photograph thoroughly and get a good mental pilcture of the
photograph. We were then asked if we would recognise this
man if we saw him in the flesh, and if we Aaid we were to
shoot him on sight a8 it was explalned to us that this man
was a menace 10 the I,R.A. in Dublin and that it was
imperative that he should be eliminated as Quickly as
possible,

Raid on Custom House Guard.

Early 1# the year 1920 approximately fifteen to twenty
men from the ccm;;any were selected for a raid on the British
Military Guard in the Custom House,. Q(ne Of our Gompany
Officers, Paddy O'Brien, was I think employed as a clerk in
the Custom House at that time and I think it was he gave
the ldea 0 the Compeny Commander that it would b; well
worth while taking this: British guard by swrprise and
capturing their arme. Enowing the Custom }icmné‘ sowell
he gave full particulars of the position of the guard, and
the strength of the guard-l;oom. Aleo he made a close .
check up on the movements of members of the guard throué;hout
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the day. With this information at hils disposal the Company
Cammander (John Joyce), I think, selected his men and outlined
plans for g surprise attack on the gﬁard. I do remsmber
there was & rehearsal and the general lay-out of the place was
given to us, The guard-room in the Custom House was on an
upper ﬂ.oor and 1t could be approached from doth sides by
stalrways. We were to divide ourselves into two partles, and
walk casuglly up the stairs as“ if we were members of the
Custom House staff, Both partiles: were t0o meet on the landing
at the same time nesr the guard-room. This wes planned o
come off at lunch hour between 1 and 2 when it was felt that
the gﬁard, might not be as slert as at other times, and it was
known that during this hour some of them left for.refreshmenté
outalde. My job was to stop in the main hall of the North

- Hall entrance to the Custom House and at one o'clock I was: to

close the door and prevent people eniering or leaving. I had
speclal instructions as to what t0 do with the‘ man who was
standing by the 'phons. I was. t0 warn him not to use the

‘phone and if he refused I was to take whatever sction was

. necessary to prevent him doing so. We were armed with

revolvers but it was; pointed out that the main idea of the

job in mind was fo procure arms and if possible we were to get

them without casual ties. On the day in question we

assembled in Liberty Hall. We were addressed there by

John Joyce who gave us our final instructions. e left in
partles: and arrived at the Custom Hdﬁs,e. I took up my
position in the hallway and'the reﬁainder passed on up the
stairway. I was about to carry out my orders when the last
man up the stairs came back hurrdedly and said "Goms on,

Get out of this®, I obeyed his instructions sid afterwards
learned that the plans for d@isarming the guard could not be
proceeded with as when the two groups had got just to the top

of the stairway they discovered that the guard appeoared to be
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reinforeed or was in the process- of heing changed, which

meant that there were two military guards there at the time,

and the original plan could not be carried out. Later

I read a press report in the "Preeman's Journal® reporting
this; raid and saylng that the British searched the building
but found the dbirds had flown. How they knew of our

presence there none of us was in a position to say.

Proposed Raid on British Mail Armed Escort.

It was observed that a British small lorry or truck
arrived at James's Street Post Qffice v'ex:-y often to collect
mails. - The movements of this lorry and the hebits of the
escart were studied. Generally the British troops: were
careless. Jome ‘of them would sit in the lorey with their
arms; aside. Others would get out and walk round the
pavement, smoking, One or two of the party would go into
the Post Offlee t0 collect the mails and would remain there
for some llttle time, #hen all this information was
collected 1t was declded that an sttempt to -capture their
arms vould be cerried out. Six or. elght of us were
selected for this raid . and strange as it -might seem the man
in charge was: an ordinary Volunteer b:;r the name of -

Sefn Burke. Roughly the plan was that one man carrying

a Petér-the-Paln{;er would tske up a posltion on the opposite
side of the roed 40 the Post Office near a Imnp-stand.ard.
ghbout fifteen yards away, and that he would open fire on the
British party if resistence was offered. Ancther Volunteer |
and myself were 0 enter the Post Office by a side enirance
end when the British sdldiers: were inside we were to close
the doors and hold everybody there, 8imilarly, enother
palir of Volunteers: were to close the front entrance,

This would have the effect of isolating the panty of
soldiers: inside from the soldiers outside.. Ancther panty
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of Volunteers outside covered by the Volunteer wi‘gh his
"Peter-the-Palnter" were to rush ti‘xe British guard on the
truek and disarm them. Volunteers had already taken up
their positions as planned at the side door ready to enter
the Post Office at the psychological moment when the militery
car would arrive, Suddenly Paddy 0'Brien, the Company
commander , signalled to us to get away. We did so0 as:
quickly as we could., We learned afterwards that what
really happened was that O'Brien had received a danger
signal fram one of the scouts, What actually transpired
was that he had seen a car coming along but this time it

was; being escorted by an grmoured car.

C Pstrols.

"G‘f_ Campany llike other Companies of the Battallon,
provided street patrols. These patrols worked mostly at
night time and patro;led a given section of a prescrihed
route In a preascribed time. We niiyxt remain out an hour,
an hour and a half or evén only a half an hour. We were
armed with revolvers and grenades and a patrol group would
be about s8ix to eight strong, We moved in pairs,spread
out in pairs at intervals, on one slde of the street,

Cur instructions were that we were to atitack any British
party we saw trave:!.]i.ing by lorry, preferably a lone open
lorry. In such an eventuality wev were to open fire on it
with grenades: and revolvers and cause as much casualties
as we possibly could. While I took part in many of these
patrols we weren't given the opportunity of attacking any
sultable target,

Plans for Rescue of Prisoners. from Arbour Hill Prison.

Sometime early in 1921 plans were drawn up for the

break-out of some Volunteers whd were prisoners Iin Arbour
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Hill. 'ﬂ!bse prisoners were Teégarded as first-class
olunteers and the 1dea was conceived from within that

some attempt should be made to effect their rescue. A3 fear
as I recollect the plan was that when the British military -
guard was changing the group of Volunteer prisoners who were
to make theixl escagpe would rush the guard with a view to
disarming them end getting their- weapons and then magke their
way t0 the front enirance and so effect their escape.

It was antlicipated that British reinforcements would then be
brought on the scene from Gollins Barracks nearby. @ith

the aim of disrupting reinforcements; crossing the road

a number of us were &etaile_d to take up positions in the
vicinity of the back gate of Collins Barracks and attack such
reinforcements with grenafles and reévolvers. No definite
date t0 my recollection was decided on. The act_ual break=-
out hinged on the prisoners rushing the guard and <favourable
circumstances within, so0 for three dffferent days a number

of us went down to the vicinity of Collins Barracks gate but

nothing happensd. The rescue never came off agfter that.

Arrest,

I had been t0ld that a list of names had been
captured during a raid on Dr. Kelly's house or dige early
1920, and that my name was included on this list. The names
on the 1ist were of men of the Battalion who would be ready
ell the time for operations, -

During the last week of November 1920, my sister sent
me word that my mother was not well and that I should come
and see her, I was "on ﬁhe run® at the time. I was
persuaded t0'8top at my mother's house on that particular
night that I went to see her, My sister thought it would
make her happy if I could stay. Sometime after midnight
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the military raided the place and took me 'into custody.

At the time the military were carrying out intense searching
of the area and were ‘bloc-kihg off whole streets for aearehing.
I was teken t0 Portobello Barracks, kept there a coupie of
days end then transferred to Arbour Hill., .I was there for
about three days when my name was called out to report to
the Qamp -‘(.:omalndant's Office, On gppearing before him he
asked me what was my name and without any further comment gn
N.C. Q. or Sergeant Major sald "Just follow me", I followed
him out and he opened the main door and to my surprise

I found myself free, At the time there were gquite a

number of “"G" Company mén in Arbour Hill, On the day of my
release the Company Commander got in touch with me again and
gave me a lisi Of names of members of the Fianna and
instructed me to get in touch with them and organise a new
section to replace the Volunteers who were already detained.
About four daye following my relecase my sister told me that
men with gn English aqc-ent who were obwiously not Wolunteers,
called t0 my house and enguired if Jimmy Fulham was there
and where wa:si he. Obviiously they were enemy agents and

I think the ldea was that my release was to.provide them with
an opportunity of oba‘erving my movements with :a view to
tracking down more important men in the Volunteer Movement.
When I was released I could not understand it becaguse I was:
a Section Eéader and ordinary Volunteers, including sbout
sixty per cent of my own section, were still detained in
custody. §0 I assumed the motive for my release was as

already stated ~ to give enemy agents: a chance of keeping

taba on me,

Defective Revolver Ammunition.

I remenber at one time we were warned sbout dgfective

revolver gmmunition, We were to0ld that a number of revolvers
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had been damaged as a result of firing this ammunition,
and it was strongly suspected that the military authorities
were surreptitiously allowing this ammunition to get into

our hands with a view t0 demaging our revolvers.

Stripping of Soldiers.

At a Company Councll meeting we were t0ld that in
future soldiers on ordinary leave at night time would be held
up and stripped of their uniform. They were to be left
their underclothing, Some members; of the Councill objected
to this form of operations, - In fact most of us did object
to it. The reason for the objectionwas that we thought it
was a mean form of tactics, The Company Commgnder pointed
out t0 us that the enemy could operate all day agalnst our-
troops and our men, raiding, arresting and shooting, and
donld by night proceed to thaif recreation down into the clity,
whilst our o'y:n men had to keep "on the run". He considered
that it was our duty to put thess people in the same position
as ourselves; - keep them off the streets - to keep them "on

the run" in @ sense.

_ While I didn't take part in the stripping of soldiers,
I know that it happened in one or two cases in ouwr Company
area, 48 far as I remember there was no actual order
issued t0 stop this type of activity but after a time it

aeemed t0 peter out of its; own accord.

Provocation by Black and Tanse.

A8. activities against the enemy forces increased the
Black and Tans in addition t0 patrolling the s treets. in
lorries started to pntfol‘. them in mufti in pairs. on two
occasions I was; stopped by two Tans and badly beaten up,
A short time later two Tans were courtmertialled and
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executed in our area and I believe that these men were

the fellows that beat me up. I ﬁas; not present at the
execution of these men but T was told by the Company
Comnander wﬁo-wa there, that they died very bravely.

They refused all offers of apj.ritﬁel aaa-.iétance. They
stood rigidly to attention befare the execution sguad.

One of them 1s reputed to have dled asinging "Let me like g
soldier: fall"., I cannot say definitely why these men were
courtmertialied and exscuted, but I wes told that it was:
on eccount of their holding up and beating pecple and that
they were believed to hav'e entered a small shop and taken

mnoney from 1it.

Arrest of Sefn MacEoin.

When Seén MacEoin was arrested in March, 1921, for a
period of three weeks, soine twenty men from the Company
were ordered by the Company GCommagnder to stand-to in a
field in the vicinity of Dolphin's Barn where we went every

" day for spproximately three weeks, We Played football and

received lnstruction on the revolver,  After sbout a week
or 80 we were told that ie were there for the purpose of
either reséuing Seén MecEoin at chapel;lzoa or intercepting
Grown witnesses that were coming up to0 give evidence against
him, I cannot recollect precisely what we were supposed to
do but these two things stick out in my mind, The idea was
that about eight of the stand-to party wefe to go to the
Strawberry Beds or the Wren's: Nest In the wicinity 6f |
Chapelizod where they would be issued with arms. After
sbout three weeks Of this stand-to eight Of us were
detailed one day to proceed on bicycles: t0 a place called
the Strawberry Beds néar Chapelizod. We remained there

for a couple of houra, We weren't given any imstructions .

and were then withdrawn., ~ After that the stand-to party
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was dispersed. As: I have already sald I ceannot say
definitely what part we were to play but I do know that it
did concern the arrest and trial of Sefn MascEoin,

Zraining Camp and Proposal to start a Flying Column,

In the spring of 1921, the Company Commander told me
that I was selected to go to mcklo{v beéause a camp was
being formed there with the idea of establishing a Flying
Column, ﬁe told me I was tb properly equip myself with
sultable clothing for open alr ectivity. I commandeered the

. 1tems of equipment that I was advised t0 get apnd also a

biecycle and reported in accordance with instructions given to
me t0 a rendezvous in Dolphin's Barn, Eight or nine other

‘men of the Compeny were selected along with myself and we

proceeded by bicycle to Crooksling Sanatorium where we met
the local Volunteer '(Iomnander s Gerry Boland. He directed
us t0 a place called Ballynockan, a small willage on the
moﬁntain side some miles beyond BIB;Bsington. When we
srrived there we were taken over by a man named &rreft who
was an ex-BEritish soldiler. This man oceupled an isolated ..
house on the mountain sidemnd lived there with his wife and
family. We started training in May and gometime later the
Compeny Commander "G" Company, Captain O'Brien, and
volunteer .Sedn MacCurftain and some others joined the cemp.
An intensive training programme was drawn up by the Company
Gmimanﬁ.er. _ Volunteer Garrett was ordered out of the place
with his wife and family and we took over the house. From
tike -to time individnal VOlun1;eers; came cut from the 4th
Battalion and received a little ti-aining and proceeded back .
home, At this time I was appoint€d as ms.tructor. I was
appointed as instructor in musketry drill end physical
tréining. - The average strength of the 4th Battalion who

were ‘permanently in camp was from 12 t0 15 men. -We were
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armed with rifles, shotg'uns,'revolvers and some grenades.

In the evenlng local Volunteers would report to uscfor
instruction end training. - After about a month's training the
Company Gommender said o me that all this training was
leading up t0 an atteck that was: being prepared on Hollywood
R, I. C. Barracks. This attack never materialised for some
reason or other., . The Company Commander told me that he felg
the police garrison wes t00 atr;mg. My impression, however,
is that there was same friction between the local Volunteers
and the 4th Battalion becguse I heard some local Volunteers:
eay that "their peaceful village was t0 be disturbed by a
proposed attack", They were emectiﬁg if this atteck came
off, there would be reprisals by the Black and Tans.

vhile in camp we sustalned ourselves on commandeered
spring lanbs and bread and groceries: were suppllied by the
local Volunteers. We had an ex-British Army co0k who kllled
and dressed the lambs: for us. In addition we were sllowed
a ration of ten cigarettes a day which were sent out from
town to us. These clgarettes had béen ¢onflscated from the
Navy and Army Ganteen Board Stores, dhen tlhe‘ ‘a1'; tack on
Hollywood 'R. I, C. Barracks d:!:dn't materigl ise we had
instructions to vacate our camp and proceed in the direction
of Ballinascorney Gap ;111;11 the intention of operating on our
own. We remained there for a couple of days and thenwe
marched back towards Taellaght and occupled Hobbs: Lodgé in
Glengsmola. We continued owr training there and this place
was now established as the 4th Battalion Training Camp.
Men came out from time $O time 1n small parties, got some
training end returned to thelr units. Captain O'Brien waB:'
Camp Commandent and I was appointed Camp Adjutant, Our stay
at thé camp was interrupted fOl; a short period. One night
Captain QO'Brien said to me, "We have to move into town to

take part in a general hit-up of Auxiliaries and Crown Forces
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in Dublin Castle area". We had no idea then that there
was a Truce near., I don't think any Volunteers hed any
idea of a Truce at this time. -He (0'Brien) told me that
the enemy were working very fast in locating our dumps and
arresting our best Volunteers and that it was: up to us to
make an gll-out effart against them. This was probably
the reason for the .all-out effort, On a certain evening,
the date of which I cannot recall, the Glenasmole group
were detalled to teke up positions at the Empire Theatre
and other Volunteers of "C" Campany at Mason's corner
nearest the Castle. The men at Mason's corner were armed
with grenades;, and we at the Empire were arméd with
revolvers., e had approximately eighteen rounds each of
ammunition, The plan was for the revolver men at

7 o'clock to move as close as possible to the Casile gates

end shoot all enemy in sight, or all men in uniform.

.The men with the grenades were instrﬁcted to bomb a.tiy

lorries leaving the Castle., We were then to proceed up

- Dame 8treet firing gnd go into George's Sireet still firing

on any enemy we Baw, We were 10 keep on the Castle aside
of Dame Street and move into George's Street, where we
were to conceal ocur weapons and disperse. A couple of
hours: before the scheduled tizﬁe I was stending at Keyea'
shop in James's Sireet when the Company Commander
approached me and told me that the operation for which we
had been detailed was now cancelled. That night I was -
instructed to return to Glenasmole, and on the way I was
joined by other members of the ariginal group., We.
remained in Glenasmole until the Truce.

Following the Truce, (.H.Q. %00k oOver G@lenasmole

officially and established it as a & H,Q. Training Camp.
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I was then officlally appointed Adjutant of the School
or Camp. '

JAMES FULHAM

3/1/52.
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(Williem Ivory, Ccomd't.)

e e -
BUREAY OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-2

BURD STARE M!L‘E.-'\T.'\ 1913-21 |

NO. W.S. 630




