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O ' STATEMENT BY SEUMAS READER,

71 Pigeonhouse Road, Coastguard Station,
Ringsend, Dublin,

I was born in Glasgow. As long as .I can
femember fran my earliest years I had a good national
background. I remember hearing rebel songs such as
"The Wearing of the Green", "#ho Fears; to Speak of '98",
etc. being sung. In my home and the homes of my boy
companions were pictures of Robert Emmet and of the

Irish Brigade at Fontenoy.

When I was about nine or ten years old there was:
the Boys '.,ﬁB'i'iéade, parely for protestants, attached to
+ the (‘huiéh of Bngland and other éhurches. The Raman
Catholic Church hed nothing t0 do with it.  They
dr)illed with qummy rifles.

In the district where I lived - Townhead, Glasgow -
there was a Wolfe Tone Flute Band and another called
the Emmet Flute Band. I can remember as a bog following
that band. In enother district there was a Pipe .Band
called the Rory O'Moore Pipe Band. Although these bands
were under the A, 0.H. the followers of the Holfe Tone
Band were mostly republican. At that time I was only
interested in the band, following them everywhere.
They had very fine uniforms which would' appeal t0 a boy.
These bands were used for trips and excursions,
I can remember my mother warning me never to take part
in these bands - they were sort of a recrultjng ground

for the Eé.ﬁians .



2

The Wolfe Tone Band met in Albion Street, @lasgow;
the Emmet Band in Turner Street. There were also
Sunday Schools. They were not attached to churches,
they were formed by the Socialist Party but they v#ere not
ocn the same system as chur'éh Sunday School. Onelman
very praminent in Scotlend, Tom Anderson, spent a lot of
his money and time on these Sunday Schools, In Glaesgow
there were a number Iof Boy Scout. troops and patrols, also
the Clarion Scouts. I joined the 7th Group and later
transferred to the 56th Group of the Baden Powell Saouts
énd eventually was pramoted Patrol Leader.

There was a youth organisation called the
Fingallians, These Fingallians were in Govan. They had
thelr miubs. Tom Anderson gcted on the south side of
Flasgow where the Young Irelanders and Gaelic Ieague met.

Scottish
Out of these Fingallians really developed the/Fianna.

The Pingallians and Fianna were not secret organisations.

In 1911 my young brother came to me and told me he
had joined a Scouts' Organisation better than I had joined,
and he said they had swords. It was Na Flanna Zireann.
These scouts met in anne Sireet. At first my brother did
not know much about them, but after a few weeks he t0ld me
what they were doing, He also to0ld me ghout thelr
uniforms and soon I went down to the Flanna. In the
Pienna hall the first man I met was Seumes Dempsey from
Belfast. He took me gently, told me what they were for,
and as I already had a background I joined trie Flanna.
Willie Nelson was the name of the Sluagh. We had t0 live
up: t© the reputation of this boy. I took the Planna

declaretion. I was not long in the Fianna when I was made

-~
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a scout leader on account of my previous training with the

Baden Powell Scouts.

The first man t0 start the Fienna was Tom Gillespie
in High 8treet, Glasgow, with the assistance of tr;w
Gaelic league, the Young Irelanders and a circle of the
I.R.B. Seén Hanley was Centre of the Govan Circle of
the I.R.B.  Then Joe Robinson came over from Iréland to
organise the Flanna. He organised 'a section or two in
Govan. Anne 3treet was headquerters o0f the Volunteers

at the time,

I took a keen interest in the Fianna. Robinson
used tell us what they were goilng to do and what they
were doing. We spent all our week-ends with the Fianna.
When I Joined Joe Robinson, Seumas Denpsey,

Alec Carmichael, Seumas McGallogly and George Rafferty
were officers in the Flanna. There was a crowd of senior
members who called themselves a Board of Works.

Seén Hanley, Seumas McNulty, Sedn Hegarty and others were

on this Board, .

During 1911, 1912 and 1913, I was being trained and
tutored in the Flanna. I came over to0 Ireland in 1912,
We brought boys over and bought eguipment for campling
pﬁrposes. In Glasgow we used to attend Gaellc classes.
During 1913 and 1914 we came backwards and forwards to the
camp. I came over a number of times, Qountess Markievicsz
used bring me around Dublin with her. OQur camp was in the
grounds of Mrs. Reddin near Artane, Co. Dublin.
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By this time I was Captain Of the Willie Nelson -
Sluagh. We paraded with the Volunteers. - It wés
arranged by Robinson that any of the Volunteer Section
leaders who would come along t0 the Fianna officers'
classes would get taught there. I instructed at these
classes and therefore I became popular with the Volunteers.
Pat 0'Neill asked me to join the I,R.B. I was sworn in
by 0'Neill in the presence of Q'Donnell who was Centre.

0'Neill was Sub-Centre.

In 1914 I was brought into the I,R.B., I was sént
over to Ireland with detonatdrs. I went to the Countess
and while over I was brought to pfemisea in Wellington
Lane 80 that I would know them as I would have to go
there again. I'was also brought to a portmsnteau shop
on Rathmines Road. I think it was named Lennons.

T knew I was %0 be given some speeizl work. The old hands
in the scouts would bé the ones to be picked. I knew
there was something going on outside. I used to help the
careyaker D. Canning, who was an old '67 man, to élean the
Sinn Féin hell, London Street, Glasgow, and so I knew thatb
importsnt meetings were being held there. In the
afternoons we would play dominos. We had cerpenters and
plumbers in the Flanna and used 4o repairs for them, |

In that way I was getting in touch with F. McDonnell and

Ps 0O'Neill,

Bach time I came over t0 Dublin alone I brought over
five boxes containing small detonators, revolver gmmnition,

about twenty-five rounds in each.

There were four Companies of Volunteers in Scotland,

one in each of the following areas - Paisley, Glasgow and
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district, Govan and Maryhlll, and were known as the
West of Scotland Regimeni;. There were over one hundred
men in each Company. When the 'split' occurred following
the famous speech made at Woodenbridge by John Re@nond,
out of the four Gompanigs only about one hundred remained
loyal to the Volunteer Executive, These were re~organised
into one Company under Captain Joe Robinson. This was
known as "A" Company. |

Barly in 1915, Robinson started sending over stuff.
He was solely in command then, Cathal O'Shannon was in
Glasgow during one of nmy visits to Ireland. It was
proposed that I should get a commission in the V'olunteers,
being in the Fianna and knowing scouting, drilling and
musketry. T was made a Lieutenant in the Volunteers.
Seumas Dempsey had been Captain of "C" Company in the Irish
National Volunteers. Robinson was in charge as far as

Fianna and Volunteers were concerned,

A raid took place in 1915 after the split on
vddington Colliery Magazine. Quite a number of men took
part in this raid, among them were Robinson, Carmichael,
Hagerty, Friel, Cormick, Turner, Ramon Murray (Dublin) and
myself. TWe got a falr gmount of detonators, two types. We

camr led mvolvers. @e carried out the stuff in haversacks.

When I was in Dublin someone gave me g "bulldog",
but 1t- ‘was taken off me as it was very biz. I got a
postcard from Dublin gsking me to call to Rearney's as
there would be a box of chocolates there for me, but when
T got there it was a small box of ammunition and a split

new revolver.
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It was decided 10 raid the Admirglty Yard for arms.
The Cumann ns mBan were brought in with the VOludteers for
this raid. These included Una McKeown, Margaret Skinnider,
Molly Magulre. Volunteers were:; Joe Robinson, Hagerty,
Seumas McGallogly. These were supposed t0 be boy and girl
friends and went oul together so as not td arouse suspicion.
I was: swmoned to go to the shipyard. There was supposed
t0 be somebody there 10 meet us;< #hen we gegt on the
raid I had my revolver and a pllers. Friel, Carmichael,
Pat 0'Neill and I were told by Joe Robinson t0 go over
this yard and if there was any danger a rope would be
pulled. e went over into the yard, It was dark at the
t ime, There were all sorts of steel plates, doors, etc.
around. We walted for a long time but nobody turned up.
We had flashlamps 80 we decided 1o investligate. I was
seated on a wall. I was esked to come over here that
there was something there like a gun., It lookedllike a
12-pounder. I went over, I saw a label on it and it had
the word “da.ngér'; written on it, I took the label off,
put it down and sterted to read it. It was not a gun at
all, it was a fire extinguisher. 'we got nothing out of
this raid.

I gave militéry readings 10 jhe I,R. B, out of scout
and military manuals, These readings were follovwed by
discussions on the subjects I had read; Before this we
were training in-BishOPBhigg. In most cases: I did the

work of the ihstructor.

Previous to my arrest I was in No,2 Dawson Street
when the Volunteers were there. It must have been some

flag day because I got a job of putting pins in sguare cards,
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In bringing stuff back and forward there was ‘a
practice whereby some of the stuff that waes given to us
by miners would be taken over and given to the Citizen
Army in Dublin. . '

I vas ingtructed never to discuss I.R.B. matters
with. the Gountess. I was often sent to Tom Clarke's

shop with I,R.B..dispatches,

In 1915, Sedn lMcGarry came dver as an I.R.E.
official, I used take him to where he was to sfay, to
any meetings or t0 any addresses. That made me keep in
touch with the I.R.B. proper. All expenses were paid.
McDerﬁott had been in (Qlasgow and was fhought a lot of
over there. @#hille in Ireland I met Seumas McGowan,

Bob De Paé)r, Miss Molony, During our time ﬁere we went

round taking down recruiting posters,

Lamon Murray was a member of the Dublin Fianna.
He came over t0 Scotland and took part in one Of the
raids, i think November oOr December 1915, He was &g
member of the Surrey House cliche, At that time the
brothers Flanagan, the brothers Seumas and Sedn Rice,
Raferty and Seumas Dempsey and others came over 0 Ireland.

They were mostly Belfast men,

In Glésgow we made borba and had lectures bn the
kind of fuse t0 be used, I never saw any of these ones
being sent off, They were made in Kimmage later on and

at the same time they were also working in Liberty Hall.

I.R.B. men that came back and forward from the
Supreme Councll were men such as McGarry, Bulmer Hobson and

"Casey" McCormick.
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X Important men about this period were, McDonqell,
Pat McNeill, T. P. Daly, Liam Pedlar, Charlie Kerrigan,
Dan Brannock, Paddy MacElroy, Mr. Mulholland, _
Patrick McGowan, Liam Gribbin, Willie Oswell, Con Fibbs,
Tom White, Dinny Cannon, .... McCullough: thé last two

were: '6%7 men.

ﬁuring this time I was coming backwards and forwards
to Surrey House. Most of the talking'I had with.
Connolly was in Surrey House in the morning or at night.
He more or less told me about the Rising. | Iz November
and December, I knew definitely from the Cbuntasé and
Connolly that there was going to be a rising or a fight.
Connolly told me to be prepared for things that would be
: expected of me. He télked about Trade Unionism and how
they were going to run the fight, what was going to
happen‘and what to expect. He gave me the impression
and Joe Robinson verified it, that I would be fighting
in Ulster.' I wanted to go with the Dublin boys.
Connolly nevef told me the direct plaﬁs. I knew
especially in December that somsthing would be happening
soon. We were told to rush up stuff and brush up our

training in the use of explosives.

We did not always come direct to Dublin.
Sometime s we went via Belfast. qDonneilys; who were
important members of both the Fiaﬁna and the Volunteers

in Belfast, lived in one of the converted army huts. .

When I was in Belfast my anxiety was to get %o
Dublin as quickly as possible. Cn arrival in Dublin at
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Amiens Street there would sometimes be socmeone to meet us
and sometimes not. We left some small bags of explosives
in D. McCullough's father's shop and §. Dempsey's aunt's

house in Belfast.

'

n a Satﬁrday evening gbout the middle of January
1915, we carried out a rald on Hamilton Coal Mines
Magazine. Those tgking part in the raid were -
Joe Robinson, McGalloglye (Sefn and Seumas), Frank Scullin,
Friel, Carmichael, Cormick, Turner and some cthere and myself.
Seén McGallogly hed the key of the Magezine and he had no
trouble 1n getting in. Esch of us carried away a large
quantity of gelignite and detonators. We lockeé all
doors before we left and left the place as we gotiit, and
we brought the stuff to the Volunteer Hall. Thefe we had
a-cup of tea and then started packing the explosi?es in
large tin trunks and.poftmanteaux. Robinson announced
that we were going to Belfast that night. He had already
arranged the journey. We got the train at Glasgow and
proceeded to Ardrossan; there we carried the stuff to the
boat and from Ardrossan went to Belfast., On arrival in
Belfast we engaged a jarvey ahd loaded the car with the
explogives., We went right to Connolly's house in Belfast.
The Gonnollys were snnoyed at the stuff'being'brought to
the house in such a large quantity. I told them%we would
get it out for the next train. We afterwards précured a
car and loaded it with the explosives which were in two
portmanteaux and a blg tin trunk and went to the station.
.None of the Belfast Volunteers assisted us in the removal
of the stuff although they were instructed to do go.

|
On arrival in Dublin, Cormick, Turner and Ifengaged

another car. We intended bringing the explosives to
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Tdﬁins of Wellington Iéne, but I forgot the adﬁﬁess to
which I was to bring the explosives as I had noﬁ got it

in writing, so we decided to take them 0 Surrey House,
The jarvey drove us as far as leinster Road and

I proceeded to Surrey House alone. It was dark in the
evening, The windows of Surrey House were Opeg and

I got in through the window. Inside I met Theo Fitzgerald.
i told him the £ix I was in. He said he knew the Tobins,
and after giving me gome money he ceme down Wit# me to the
dar end we gll drove to Wellington Lane. We kept some
explosives in a bag for Madam. Immediately the

explosives were delivered to Tobins they started

’
1

distributing them,

I remained on in Surrey House Sunday and Mbnday.

v

On Tuesday & messenger came and said I was %0 go'to

Seén McDermott in D'Clier Street. I went to see
McDermot t, He cohgratulatéd me on the job I hah done
and he gave me five pounds. I said I hbped it ﬁould be
the last time I would have to come over as I was anxious
to stay here and did not want to go back. He said it
was very important that I should return as therei#ere two
messages belng sent back, one for the Irish Wbluhteef

and one for the I,R,B,, and there will be an expianation
given, The message for the I,R, B, was in connéétion with
the sending over of any members who had practicai
experlence of blasting in any shape or form, The
Volunteer letter referred to the sending over of:men who
were in danger of being called up at once or men:With
military experience or any instructors in the Br#tish
reserve that could 56 sent over, The principalgthing

was that everybody that could was tO get over.
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I had the two despatches. One was to be diel:i.Vered
to MeDonnell, the other t0 Joe Robinson, I was very
downhearted. McDermott said, "You need not worr;y, you
will be back here the following week-end. Ghen you
errive in Glasgow, you deliver the messsages, and iyou will
come back here with other people. You will arriive in
Dublin on Sundey and there will be a greasat we.lcmn;e for you,
and there will be a Fianna pipe band sent down to; welcome
you",

I left Dublin on Wednesday night for G:I.,asgojw.
When T was eboard ship I hid myself in g lifeboat: as
I knew I was going %o be sick. I had my loaded Erevolver
on me - a 5 Chember revolver - end the despatches and

1

five pounds. |

x
On arrival in Glasgow I got off the boat but could
see noO one. I decided I would go %o Carmichael'é house,
Mrs., Garmichael was theré and she was msking comb?.aints
about explosives being left in the house. 'iflh'iil.eE I was
there a Detective from Dublin Castle ceme in and ;|
gquestioned me, I was having s meal and had my chat on
' the back of the chair with the despatches in ons pocket
end my revolver in the other. I admitted there ?ere
explosives in the house (Mrs. Carmichael had tolde me they
were in the house). I was amsked to get ready an? I was
arrested. I took an old coat belonging £o Mr. c?rmichael
and put it on me and I threw my own coat into a b%:d
enclosure‘which contained the despatches. I wasfbrought
t0 a local police station and charged by the "G" man from
Dublin Castle with the theft of explosives. I was

questioned as to where I was for the week-end and.I I sald



12,

I was in Dublin visiting my aunt. Later on I was
questibned by the British and I stated I had ﬁe?n in
Dublin in connection with the meking of'arrange#ents
for a summer camp, and I admitted bringing ammunition
over end said that I was asked %0 do 50 by two men whom
I could identify but did not Xmow their namea..% For want
of evidence I was never tried but if was decidea to
intern me under the Defence of the Realm Act. II wags
kept three months in Duke Street Prison, six weéks in
Edinburgh Castle and four weeks in Carlton Jau.‘; Then
I was teken %0 Reading Jall and was released ati
Christmas 1916, ' :

I should mention here that the Carmichaels
discovered the despatches in my coat and they were
delivered safely to the I,R,B, and t0 the Irishi

Volunteers,

Before our arrest there were I,R,B. Circlésuin
@ asgow, Motherwell, Kiloyth, Paisley, Port Glasgow
and Govan. '
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