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Liam :Melio ws arrives at the houss
for ' the Rising.

l
|

1 : i 7
I am not sure when Lidm Mellows:':came first to our
, >

house in Killeeneen., it dight have been in 1914 or early

g |
1915. My mother was Mrs.1Walsh a national teacher in

I

Killeeneen at the time. | % was not at home then. I was

tea_chiné in Tipperary sihce?l. 1918.. He did not stay in our -
house till the Saturday befbre the Rising. He had come back
from England to take part gn the fight. He was not dressed
in priest's clothes when. hevcame to us.. Opn his way down

i
he went 4n to the housge of a priest, Father Casey of

I

Ballymore in WEStmsath whom he knew and asked for charity to

see would the priest reeognlse him as he had dyed his hair and
|

made other attempts to disguise himself as & sort of
beggarman. The priesr did rot recognise him at first though
he thought there was something familiar about him, so Liam

‘went off, but the priest ?uddenly remembered who he was and

ran to the gate after nim, but Liam was out of sight.
1 |II li ' 5

I am sentltoéDuglin with dispatches,
!".'

Father Henry Feenely of Clarfnbridge sent for me to

I

Tipperary and he told me ther? was to be a rising.
, |

The next

! |
‘- he 'sent me to Dublin to fetch a -

message for LlﬁﬂlfﬂhlLﬂTl. ; At Craughwell station Tom Kenny,

the local blacksmith wﬁﬁ was favourable to the Citizen Army,

nmet me and asked me to take a

day - on Holy Thursday

written message to Tom Clarke

and another either to 'lén ha bermott or James Connolly: I am

A

S

nct sure now. }
1

' I

!

1

|
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I called first ito [Tom Clarke's in Parnell Street and

| E\ E
saw Tom Clarke whom I hfd not met before. He took the two

messages sent by To Kenny Julia Morrissey of Athenry
travelled up ‘with me fr?m.L

ttymon. She came by car to that

station as she was K own tﬁ the police in Athenry. She \
accompanied me mostiof the‘way from Tom Clarke's to No. 2,
Dawson Street where |I was 6rought into Miche4&l O'Hanrahan

b
after some questioning By Tarious people, among them

|

| ' - .
Larry Lardner of Athenrﬂ. 1 Miche&l gave me a parcel - not

l b
very large, as I coulL carry 1t under my arm. I think the.
i |

parcel contained either & n%volver or smmunition or both.

|

|
Somebody told me - I thipk it was Larry Lardner - that

the rising was off but I!wa? told to bring some stuff down

with me in a dress baskeﬁ lech I nhad brought up to give the
Pl
impression that I was goingWon a holiday. Thke stuff was to

be brought to the train brtﬁlt rever turned up. I can't

exactly say how I got the]impression about the rising being

off but I overheard some gngry remarks about MeNeill - from I

think)Larry Lardner. Among~others Sefn McDermott may have

been present too. I hadwse?n him previously in Aran and I

have a vague impression that he was there too - and Barney

Mbllow’s whom I had not seenlbefore There was someons slse

there too whom I knew wrll\aé'the time, but I can't now

. 5w
ooEnw

remember the name. I

rent home that same day by the evening
|
train with the parcel for Lia% and I don't know whether it was

at Athenry or Attymon % goﬁ o? . TEeamon Corbett met me at the

station with a car and drove The homs .

l '
Good Fridaz hnd Holy Saturdax.

| i(
The following day myself bnd Esmonn Corbett drove to
‘ r
! Crusheen to see a railway portér - I think his name was

|
b

\ Con Fogarty - he was a § qdfeﬂlow. Eamonn had a long talk




|
|

'prisoners of a number ofi the
: |

Clarenbridge. 4 couple! £ C

. : | i | 3.

|
with bim, but I don't know |jwhat it was about. I imagine the

I

reason I was chosen;[

Fr thelse jodrneys was that I was not
|

weil known in the py
1

On Saturday I was at home. That was the day Liam came,.

1
Nobody knew he was iL the house but a few.

g

News of the Rising in Dublin.

The news of the_misihg

ce and|especially not to the police.

in Dublin did not reach our house

until the evening of;and%le Somebody from Athenry came with

it. P4draig 0 Fatheigh,la% Irish teacher in XKinvara, had
‘been arrested - I think OL anday when he went back there with
some me ssage ,whether it w%s #hat the Rieing was off or on, I
can't now remember thoughEI aid know it at one tims. My
sister, Tess, who is now e doctor in England, will remember all

that better than I, as heﬁ memory is very much better and she

1

is very interested in those things. I'1l ask her to go in to
i

see you when she comes home.| I expect her very soon.
o

The Volunteers Mobiliss.

|
The Volunteers assembled!on Monday night in the o0ld school
in Killeeneen where my mother taught. I think it was only the
Volunteers of Clarenbridge mhét turned up there because I
don't think Larry Lardner andxﬁhe Athenry Volunteers were there.

The Volunteers remained mobilﬁfed and the next morning about
L

9 o'clock they went on to Clarenbridge. They had only

Pitchforks and a few shotguﬂs,qnd very few of them - I think
only Eamonn Corbett andgLia% - {had uniforms. Father Tﬁlly,
the Parish Priest, preventedit%em from teking the barracks at
Glarenbridge. He spoke, to th&% and told them the curse of God

‘would be -on them if theﬁ used Jhy violence. They made

police that were on the street of
on%emara men who were working with

| ! \

1
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| |
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‘Mattie Nilanpd were| among the Volunteers. Mattie asked the

‘Connemara men weﬁ they\ oming. They said, "Where are you
o

| .

going?". He replied, "To fight for Ireland”. "If you
l U

| are going sticking

pe?léfs we are with you", said the

" Connemara lads. |They were put in charge of the police

TR

1 .
prisoners whom they would not let sit down.  They said,
|

|

"If you caught usiat qheﬁpotheen you'd tell us to keep
stirring”. i _ \
i

.
1
The.Voluht%ﬁrs prepare for a siege
| | at' Moyode Castle.
" o
| ~ N |
The Volunteers| then went on to Oranmore. I don't

. ‘remember if anything hgpp%ned there. They went to Athenry

Farmyard (Agricultﬁral Coilege) for a night and then went on

i to Moyode Castle -|but not through Athenry - bringing the

!
police with them. The Athenry Volunteers were . there too.
L

They prepared for a siﬁge:there as they were in great

gtrength. The Castle ba? empty except for a caretaker and

| i
the rooms were not flurnished. They stayed there some

. nights, I think '$ill FridLy.-

When the Volunteers left our house on Tuesday I did not

go with them, but a|sisterjof mine, Gretta, and another
girl, Mary Corbett, didJ On Wednesday a number of us girls
of Cumann na mBan collected prdvisions in a cart and

_\ brought them to Mbyoﬁe. We stayed there with the
|

\

|

Volunteers until the 1eft.g' Liam, on the Thursday, made a

speech telling the ﬁolunpeers if they did not wish to stay

|
x they should go home.|| He pﬁinted out the dangers that were

facing them and said; that anyone who might not wish to

\ remain should go homs. Some went home but none of the

: |
Clarenbridge Companygrent Father Feeney stayed with them
. .

to the end and the gi

rls 'stayed until they decided to leave




. be able to give a good account of all this.

! ) l
I - .
! |
[
!
|

The Voluntqers move on to Lime Park
! wheire they\ disband.

]
|

Somebody saidltre British were coming from Ballinasloe

to attack us and thely tho%ght there was no poeint in getting

themselves wiped out|. !Tﬂ?y went on to Lime Park and perhaps
l 1

they brought the prisonérshwith them, Father Tom Faby of

Gloves visited them|there and exhorted them to go home. He

was in Maynooth at the time and is now in University College,
'

Galway. The Volunteers all disbanded and went home except

Liam @Ellawg; Frank |Hynesjand ALf Monahan who went on the

'*run', towards Clare. EFmdn Corbett and Pat Callanan - better

i
known as the "Heir" - webt }n that direction too.
‘ | ‘

I don t know how long they were '"on the run" there but
Eamon and Pat said t y saw me and Father Feeney passing one

night along the road near Garron barracks on our bicycles on
i :

our way to Enistymon whe?e we took the train for Limerick and

Tipperary. I think Lianm agd the other two were there a good
i
while until Liam got 'away tq America.

I think it was a man
-¢alled Moloney who gave the#'shelter.
) |

He was a Volunteer

himself. Another leunteeﬂ?

|

Alf Monshan and Frank|Hynes are still allve and should

called McNamara was helping them

to0.

In the
beginning of August I visited Bamon Corbett and Pat Callanan

1
who were still on the 'run' ﬂn a district called Boston.
They asked me for revolvers Which I brought to them.

t
¥

Father Feeney.

.
|

. Father Feeney was thelon%y priest that went out w1th the
Volunteers and he was sent

tohAmerica for five years for his

part in the Rising. T at time that he came with me to

[

Tlpperary he was in plain clothes and stayed around Drombane

i
| |

|
o

1
| \k B

|
i L
|
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He was some time with ibe McCormick§

where I was teaching.

of ﬁbly Cross.  Then |he rent to Roscrea Monastery where he was

given refuge by the nks. While be was there the scldiers

|
]
:

raided the Mbnasteryibut it\ﬁas not for him they were looking.

'The monks were all rebelsr ) I happened to be visiting the

Monastery and FatherlFeenleyk

t
of the building to-whlch Fhe
1

brought me into the prohibited part

" police did not penetrate.

-

I do not think it|was Dr. 0'Dea - who was one of the two

bishops who were not Qppoeedhto the Volunteers - that banished

I

. : I .
Father Feeney to America.| Dr. 0'Dea had a sort of nervous

breakdown at the time, brought on people said, by Worry over

the things that ware happening - executions and arrests, etc.

It was probably Monsignor F0ﬁ31dine who was then doing duty for

“the Bishop. ' i y
e
| L

When Father Feeney| came back from America he seemed to be

afraid to speak to anyone.l However, he did go to IMcNeilahs

l
i funeral when he died on hunge% strike but that was probably

because he was his parlshioner.

|

How I got 1nvolved in the Rising and bought
. banda%ﬁs for“the Volunteers.

»

Since I saw you last my sister, Tess

s was here, She

. ' I
went to the West to-day| and wﬂll be back again. She says it

was Mdéllows" uniform I|had 1n.the parcel. She also said I
could not have heard on Thuﬁsday anything about McNeill calling
off the Rising as he did not dg that until Saturday.

,practically certain I heard

But I am

criticism of McNeill about
interferlng with the Rlsing.

|

I did not know of the Rising
until Spy Wadnesday. I was

going to spend my holidays with my

|

l

‘, randmother near Thurle s; but Fat;her Feeney wrote to me to be
i |

l

i

sure to come home, that

| \?

wanted me. My sister, Gretta, met




1
! .

1t
\ b [
X |
- l
i
{

|
7.
nl E

1 , ' .
\ me in Limerick and told|mef that there was going to be a war

iA'Ireland. "Wha% war?"|lsaid I. "War with England" she
“ |

. | ’
re'joined. I did %mt believe her until she produced a £10
' ,

note. She said, "I |got t?is from the boys for you to buy
} .

bandages". I went ilto a’crpmist's shop. T don't know 'the

f name but I could go{theJe. . He was surprised and rather
; ! :

suspicious when I aéked ;orfso many bandages and I had to tell

hinm some lies 'thougJ I hld'not like doing it. I said T

; wanted thenm for a 1ady thaﬂiwished to donate them to & Red
f

Cross Hospital in France. 'He had not enough of them for me

but said he would sei,ld them|

on after me by post. They came

on Saturday to my ho; in Killeeneen, having been opened in
|

Postqaster who was a speclal oonstable'
for the British in Easten Wéek.
i l

perary and bought the bandages end it was

|
on account of this that the Head Constable and police from

|
Craughwell came to arrestlme

|
the Post Office by the

That was Spy Wednesday that

T came home from Tip

on the Friday, I think, of the

second week after Easter. ‘he Read Constable mentioned about

the bandages and the lads

|
l
lin|Athenry barracks overheard the

police saying they were to aﬁrest me . But I had left for
1

Tipperary with Father:%eenﬁy Fy bicycle. We had started about
I
|
|

| 11.30 at night.

\

Liam ..Mel lows ﬁas,nmt ﬁn~

i
I
|
1 ! A
i Liam,LﬁélloﬁS‘Lﬁourney from Dublin.
l . .
|

!our house when I arrived home.

He did not come to ourmeusb %ntil the Saturday.

He spent a
night on the way down fro

|
m nglin in Ballinasloe Diocesan

|

3 College. It must_have Feen Father Connolly -

} afterwords head of the | ynooth Mission to China - that got him
‘ put up!there. He wentifrom tﬁere to Loughrea and could not
\get into Sweeney's but é#t intol Flaherty's. Flaherty was a
\

|

Fonianli I think he stay

L
|

l

ed -there for a couple of nights.

e o e —

|



|
{ from where they worked i

| . a
| | 5 8.
I . .

My brother, Paddy,{ nd Dominick Corbett went part of the way

, aéross country tow%rhs ioughrea to meet him and bring him to
the house. \ ‘

i

" AL ilfonafdn iI.Il Galway for the Rising:
1
A Policemﬁn s?otwin Claregalway.

'
L]
!

|

+ I should have mentiloned that a short time -~ about a
| 1

et = .}
——

weék - before the RiJing ALf 'Monahan, who was evidently

organiéing Volunteers

v]

1n Gﬁﬁway, was served wlth a
deportation order by thelpqgice.

Jack Fleming of Clarenbrim;
at the suggestion of

afhertFeeney went to the house where

Alf was staylng)dressed as a prlest and exchanged clothes with

Alf who walked out of th? hquse in priest's clothes and went

to Brockagh about ten oerw?lve miles away, where he

remained until the Riainé. i
' [

|
1|
Pat Callanan. wag |in Claregalway during Baster Week with

the Volunteers and thely shot'a policeman. I don't know

whe ther he came to Moyode
|

oriLime Park at all,

I -
We help Eamonn Corbett and the "Heirn
to go t? America.

In August late wJJn I was home on my summer holidays I

went to Lisdoonvarna and Father Meehan and Father Bourke and

myself took a car from| there to Flagmount, Feakle, where

I
Pat Callanan and Eamong Corbept were on the 'run' in g

priest's house, and took themlall the way, by by-roads to

l
Cappoquin, avoiding leerick Glty and crossing the Shannon at
Klllaloe. We spent th nighp in Cappoquin and took them the

next day to Mount Mblléray. I don't know how they got from

there}to Cork, but they did

and Captain Colling, who was a

coal QBrchant there, to$k themiin his coal boat to Liverpool,

; eir passage to-America. Tamonn went
I .




ll |L 1
| ‘ 9.
to California vut lkhe THelrd stayed in New York. I don't
kncw how long theyt%eré treie. Eamonn came home and the
i N

"Heir" was sent forp|- I hrve not an idea when that was.

| : o
They both took part|in th? fight later for independence.
The "Heif“‘evéntﬁaily joiﬁed the Free State Army and became

. . | |
a Captain. He is stiﬁl %live but Bamonn died a short time

ago .

1
|
|
g After my tr1p1bo Mrllgray I returned to my school. By

that time there was a complete change in the outlook of the

il

population of Irelqad.

Everyone was a Sinn Féiner except

the spies who in Tipperar;:were called "Stags".

3
'

I etima%ried.

Eamonn Dwyer of Gooldds Cross started Irish classes in

the villages round about and suggested that the best teacher

we could get was Séamus Mal

Pne, if he was still unemployed.
He was and took the job.

'T ‘attended the classes and married
A
the teacher on the 30th October 1917.

i
My husband ‘and brother-in—law are arrested;
my husband escap?s.
P
ol

|
t

' In January,1919,/our

%hogge in Xilleensen where we were

speﬁding the Christma's ho?idays - ﬁy brother-in-law,
} d

Thpmé% Malone, was there too! - was raided and the two were

taken to Athenfy Barracks'

W

It took the police four days to
identify them and it was only when Sergeant Wallace - who was

killed a couple of months laFer in Knocklong - came from

: |
Tipperaary {Roskeen Barracks) that their identity was fully

I p
established. He said||to TO%&S - "You can go away, if you

like, we have nothing!a&aiasﬁ|you but your brother, Séamus,
willtnot be let off 84 lightl}. We lave @ charge against

|
k

13
]
|
L
'
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| -
[
him of attempted murder, in connection with the rescye of a
pll::isoner, hy Leahy,

at |the Ragg. The Athenry police

I~

' décided to hold Toéﬁs "tilkl the following morning.

However, during the nigPt r Seamus escaped with the aid of -
. t

Tomds who, owing to theieﬁmra width of his shoulders, was not

il
able to get through Ehe hole in the wall that the two of them
{

. |
had been working on ur}ngmthe preceding four days. My

husband will be ablé to giﬁe a'better account of that.
l L

s .

] A
i .
1A previous raid.

1 i|

| u

l
Before that, during 1918 about the spring the house -
[ | .
Dunne's of Drombane where &e were lodging - was raided by the

police and military.

[

I ' .
They, were looking for my husband "to
arrest him for havi@g as%isted in the rescue of a prisoner,

| i
Jimmy Leahy, whom the polick had arrestedg at a hurling match
. t

at -the Ragg, County hlpp?ra$y, My husband happened to be

away at Nenagh and I remémbéréd that there was a revolver in
o

our room. S¢ I rushed iowg to the kitchen with it and hid
1
it among the coal in:the Faége which was not lighting. The

raiders never got anﬁr

1 |
|

hing Tr Drambane. ~ The police took over
r mi'litl :

the (hall there and th Pry were in camps all round it.
Drombane is about nin mileq
' |

Néwﬁown near Draombane, I gfve it up about a year after

getﬁing ma:ried. L

, from Thurles. I was teaching in

' |
Constable Coﬁlins follows me to
| Tyrelﬁs Pass.
i b
i w

My husband was on thei'rrn' all this time.

The summer

after my marriage I went to my husband's place in Tyrells

I
Pass. A Constable Colling f#om Roskeen Barracks followed me

in the same train. Ii d
F | .
| thought he was going hd

s !
Tyrel}s Pass - until one nilght shortly after the Sergeant of

no!idea he was following me - T

(a)

n lolidays as he too came from

P——




Forde and I went to him.

, not sure whether that we

xwas afterwards kil led,

|
|
|
the barracks, Sergeant

my mother in-law tha%

|

house. We took it aﬁ

sitting on the bed talki
|

the peelers were coming

by the back and went +p
Constable Collins was:
two together and care |to
folléw me to Tyrells PJS

he used not to stay in

I stayed with myn

child was born. Then

i
- particular took place th

mention, however, that‘

Death of

Mo

the
pecple -
il

er

I
J
ok o]

down ||

t

S.
|

went

e
|
|

e as

L

4]
=—‘—__—{:b/—_—__—;

]conglusion that he was sent to

ho

rrijls - a protestant - sent word to

there was going to be & raid on our

My husband was in the house
en some children ran in to say

the road. . My husband got out

ield. When the police came in

yy busband came back again but

L

use.

}n—law until after my eldest

whome to Killeeneen, Nothing

s far as I remember. I should

waé nat there for them.

my mot?er's house was raided 132 times

before the split, but 1 She lost
count of the raids aften thatf
| »
| |
I take!up rgsﬁdence in Cork:
TahthSullivan.

I

- My husband had got

1

|

;heie #ith my child, MAirin.
|

o

Hennessy's.

The Volunteefs were

McCarthy's in Douglas Sty

them pass the house where
I : |

there tPey were golng.

Volunte?rs got out before

because | the police grabbq

1.‘ !

8

1At

oY

;Tans iﬁ plain clothes wep

i

the

set
L bce
do
the

d

2 jéb ;n Cork undér the name of

I am

ﬁime I was staying in

th%;time he was killed I had left

\‘
\_

holdin& a meeting at Nellie

|

and a squad of police or Black &

r I had seen

I
?id the place.

I lived at the time but had no idea

|
n't know now whether the
|

faid but I think they must have

|

Tedhg as he ran, but he freed

It was then I put twe and

11.

Pennessy 8 in Douglas St eat, #here Tadhg Sullivan of Rathmore



himsalf'and ran int; Hennesgsy's past MAire Malone} my
siéter-in-law, ﬁho ﬁas stapnding at the door: it was she
toid me all this. IHe jumled out through a back window in
thé landing on to a shed in Woods' yard and he was shot

. ! - .
dead by one of the police who followed him up the stairs to
by

.Thﬂ'buﬁning-of Cork.

the landing window.

i
|
We were in Cork four years. We were there the time it

‘was burnt. I think we wer% in Hennessy's that time. The
way T know it was: Brian Martin, who was married later to
Noel Harnett's sister, and Someone else wers sleeping in
Hennessy's. We had the ﬁouse then as the Hennessy's were
gone to Liverpool feor a year%or s0 and we used to ﬁut up an

odd fellow on tlhe 'run!. . They saw the fire amd told us

about it. We thought it;waé Peg Duggan's that was burning.
She was a Cumaﬂn na mBan girl and had a shop near'Parlianent
Bridge. It was Cork that w%s burning. At about 5 or

8 otelock in the morning Iac% MaheT - one of the Mahers of
the Ragg - who was working atEFord's came in covered with

) ' l . :
grime and sweat after - as he| said himself - pulling people

l
out of bed in the burning PouSes. Brian Martin's brother's

(F;ank) wife and her twd children were dragged out like that.
Jack said looting was gTing o? at a great rate and that the

soldiers’' wives were going around in fur coats.

Only one
side of the street (Pat%ick) was burnt.
. T

The Engli sh-owned
firms escaped on the whdleﬁ l

H | '
I think Hennessy's was: only raided once after Seamus

. _ | I
went_po East Limerick. The police and military combined in

that raid. The military were |very nice but the police were

very aggressive.
~

everywpere," They |took away all sorts of lists.such as

They ransacked
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football teams; etc. They were sure they had.g find in

i

those. They also | took eway an "Imitation of Christ"

belonging to Seamus|, in which the names of all the Lewes

prisoners had been written by themselves.

t
|
o

Donal Hannigan!brings "Stuff" from England.

-

i ) ' ‘ |

Donal Hannigan, who row lives in Fairbrothers' Fields

and has got some Job in tﬂe Four Courts‘and is a_native of

. |
Fast Limerick, was a seaman in some boat travelling between
i

Cork and Liverpool. | He u%ed to bring ammunition and guns

- | I
for the East Limerick fellows. Donal Hannigan's wife stayed

. |
in our house (Bennessy‘?) for a while and TomAs Malone was

down that time. I don't ?hink Seamus had gone away then.

. ] ,
Tombs and Donal, T think, went down to the boat to collect

|
the stuff. On their ietqrn they were held up by the police

P
Tomds ran but the police shot at him and he was arrested.
o

I forget whether the stu:f'has taken or mot but Seamus will

be better able to telll ybu Es his memory is better than mine,
|

and it was on account ofith?t incident he left Cork and went

to East Limerick to join thé Volunteers. He stayed there

|
't111 the Treaty. EQ took|part in the post-Treaty fight

there. I
kY o
My broﬁheJ, Paddy:

(Palraigh,Freathnach).
_

|
| N
My brother,Paddy, was at school in St. Enda‘'s.in 1916

before the Rising. PadraiglPearse gave him a message to
; .

- bring home with him on|the Easter holiday.

|

written or to whom it was sent.
It might have been to George

I don't know
whether it was verbal or

Nicolls in Galway. I don't
know whether it was dur né thy

pose holidays or some preceding

onasYthat Dominick Corpett was going on horseback to the




‘forge and Paddy was with|him on the bicycle.

14,

They swopped

‘and Paddy got the horse. When they came to Craughwell

ibridge they saw a recruiting poster and Paddy gave it a

flick of the whip and |knocked .1t down.

Immediately two

policemen jumped out from under the railway bridge,

L

arrested them and brought them to Craughwell barracks. The

ol
police wanted Paddy, who

say that it was Dqginﬂck

was less thapn 195 years of age, to

knocked down the poster because

they would have preferred to charge vominick who was a

' b

. - [
couple of years older.. Put Paddy refused to say it was

Dominick. In fact| he, wa

himself. -Dominick Waé P

long they were kept there

to Athenry for trial

Corbett, but Paddy told tk

mounts with Dominickraﬁd h

|
Court hs described how ﬁhe

that it was Dominick had done it.
|

b
~describing how the .police

in. The Magistrate|treat

way, asg;ng him 4id pis mo1

the bed. He dismisged:the case,
: | ’

Paddy went out in the
was arrested after the Risil
in Scotland that the (Galway

wag let home in August -

He was arrested during
for some time with the Véluﬁteers.
with Tom Carney. Tom héd b

Barracks but had resigned wh

F quite proud of having done it

at in the 'black hole', but Paddy

b
was put in one of the policemen's beds.
1

I don't know how

but they were eventually brought
L and % think the police blamed Dominick
'ie whole story - how he had changed

ad torn down the poster. In

t

lpolice had tried to make him say

He also raised a laugh

pot into the beds and were tied
54 the whole affair in a joéose

ther tie him in the same way into

l 0

Rising with the Volunteers and
ng'and was sent to whatever prison
Prisoners went to. I think he

fone of the first releases.

, the Civil War. He was in  Mayo.

He had something to do

een a policeman in HRoskeen

en Dwyer of the Ragg was shot.



15,
Tom came home and joined the Volunteers and was officer-in-
command of a Columnl Paﬁdy was serving under him in

Ballyhaunis. When|he jcame out of prison in the general

release after the ClVil War he was staying with my sister,

Mrs. Mullins, in Lariganbdy near Bal lyhaunis, her husband's
old home. He and some fé1ends went out duck shooting in a
boat on Mannion Lake and s%eing a duck flying past he

reached for his gun whiFh Was lying in the bottom of the
boat. The hammer of the loaded gun got caught in something.
.It'went off and the sho; e?tered his body.l' He lived about

twenty minutes. Be| did n%t have time to have a priest dbut

he had been at Confession #he day before and at Communion
that day. He was to héve;come home the following day.

i
The poor boy-who was my on#y brother-was brought home dead.

He had been wounded three éimes in the fight and was only
23 when he was killed. E
' Ir .

I am afraid I have not! been much help to you. My
memory of the things tha}: h}appened so long ago is not too

k :
clear. All the samel I remgmber more than I thought I

|
would. \
@u braeha:

l

o

Signed:

\ (Brig&%d Breathnach).

S),§niff
Date: 29 Lrwnn,., st ™C
29 gemhain 1951.

BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913.21

Witness: °f25:cgha4zia
© No. W.S. _£§{‘7
/

(S. Ni Chiosain

|
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