f
-

- L BUREAL:OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-211
. §  (BURD ‘STAIRE WILEATA 1813-21

=

ROINN COSANTA.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21.

STATEMENT BY WITNESS

DOCUMENT NO. W.S.sss. ... .

Witness
Rev. Fr. J.M. Cronin,

St. Joseph's .School,

Ferryhouse,
Clonmel.,

Co. Tipperarjr .
Identity.

Catholic priest at St. Etheldreda's,
London, 1916.

Subject.

His recollections of Casement's last déys'
in Pentonville Prison.

Conditions, if any, Stipulated by Witness.
N_;1|1

, - Form B.S.M, 2

e o ]




1 \BUREAU 0FMIUTARYFHSTORY191&2T‘

AL . BUROQO STAIRE MI}.-E'ATA 1913-21
\N |'No*. W.6. 588

St. dJoseph's School, Ferryhouse, Clonmel, Co, Tipperary,

Memories re Casement lodged in the Tower and his
last days at Pentonville.

A8 far as I can recollect after a period of well over
thirty yeara, I set down some date in connection with Roger

Casement's imprisonment and his last days in the condemned cell.

A Cetholic convert friend, Mr. Guy Ellis, a lawyer who had
rooms and offices in Grays Inn, and who was Treasurer for the
Propagation of the Faith in England over a long perioé oﬁLyears,
called on me at my residence at the Presbytery, St. Ethe#xeda's,
14 Ely Place, London, E.CJd, and asked me to meet at his offices
in Grays Inn a young Irish lawyer named Duffy, who wanted to
meet an Irish priest on a most urgent metter. Mr. Duffy, he
told ﬁe, was in London and was considering whethgr-he would
enter into partnership with him! - This to explain the
presence of Mr. Duffy in his own office. He told me élso that“‘
he had arranged for a lunch to be sent in and that Mr. Duffy and
myself could talk over the matter privately in his own private
room so as not to be disturbed. I duly met Mr. Duffy as

arranged.

As Mr. Justice Gavan Duffy died recently, and es we
failed in the last few years to meet one another at the rooms
Of his eisters in St. Stephen's Green, Dublin, I em anxious,
in case he made no notes of the incidents that I haw to refer
to now, to set them down as a matter at least of interest in

Roger Casement's Life.

On meeting him, Mr. Gavan Duffy told me that he had Just
returned fromrﬁhe Tower where he had met Casement, who wished
him to organise his legal defence. Casement had sald to him,
before he discussed his trial with him; there 1is one matter
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which he wished him to bear well in mind if he was condemmed to
death. "I am a.baptised atholic. My mother, a Catholic,
Geryshogd.
during a holiday in ﬁorta;walaa.-iiaadudnoé when I was very
young, had me baptised by a Catholic priest. I wish to die in
the religion of the majority of my fellow countrymen. I want
you to see that some Irish priest will give me the necessary
instructions and do all that 1s necessary to reconcile me to
the Catholice Church if I should face ths Bupreme penalty"
Such at least, if not the very words, wore the first sentiments
oxpressed by Casement before they discussed the legal aspects

of his position and defence.

v Mr. Duffy then sought my advice 8o as t© be prepared when
the emergency arose. Following the lines of procedure sdopted
in regard to pr:léoners charged with treason and other major
charges, Brixton would be the prison where he would be deteined
during triel, and Pentonville in Holloway Parish, N. London,

would be the place'or execution.

I essured Mr. Duffy - he wes desirous that perhaps I would
undertake the instruction of Roger Casement - that the chaplain
at Brixton was under the jurisdiction of Dr. Amigo, Bishop of
Southwark, end that during hie detention there, the Bishop
could be relied upon to see that he had all facilities from the
chaplaiﬁ’if he entered himself as an R.C. at that prison. My
impression was that Cesement wanted at the moment not to be

disfurbed by instructions, while his case was heard.

As rogards Fentonville, it was in the parish of Holloway;
two of the three priests were native Irishmen and the third was
a prieat who could be relied upon as thoroughly sympathetic -
a Fr, Mcclemants (MeCarroll) (I am at the moment not sure of
the surname or of his nationality - S8cotch? - but I shell verify
the surnsme). I happened to know him fairly well. He vieited
me almost every week and would discuss the difficulties he ﬁnd

such as a young priest experienced in his spiritual work.
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If I remember aright he was a particular friend of Fr. Jim
Campbell, the son of theiTown Clerk of Cobh, and at that time

a curate at St. Anselm's and St. Cecills's in Kingswsy and at
that time also actively-uéza is pen to promote the Sinn Fein
Movement. So I made it clear that as far as the parochial
clergy were concerned Roger Casement'e'epiritual interests could
be well safeguarded. I gdvised him not to look to me or $o
others, but that we both could watch and see that the prison
chaplains in the prisons could be relied upon, and it would be
sufficient to assure Casemens that his wishes would have the

clogest attention.

Mr. Duffy wes satisfled with the adviee I gave him, and
though we met on a few occasions, we agreed to let matters take
their course and not to 1gterfere, and to have no contactis with
one another. I just recall thét the words used by Casement to
Duffy were somewhat of this nature: "If thinge come to the

worst, I am resolved to die in the religion of Kathleen

O'Houlihan", and he stipulated that he wanted to be attended by

a sympathetic Irish priest.

When Casement was committed to the condemned cell at

Pentonville, the spiritual cere of Casement fell into safe handq

‘Briefly these points: should be noted. One of the priesés
that attended him was Fr. McClements (McCarroll)? who is (until
recently at least) the parish priest of a new parish in North
London{_Highbury, I think. An article appeared in a London
Catholic peper several months ago threw 1light on his Casement
comnection. I have kept it snd will send 1t on. He would best
give an account of the points which I am about to mske. Both
he and Fr. Cempbell (? I doubt if he 1s in England: end even
if he 1e alive now: I think Fr. Campbell was in the diocese of
Brentwood, when it was cut off and made a diocese which had
Essox a8 1ts8 territory. I think too that he volunteered for

service es & missionary in China. But having lost sight of him
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gince I left England over 20 years &go, I do not know if Father

awodd

Cempbell. is alive now). Both Frs. McC, (f) and Campbell gave

me any informetion I had of the story ®f Pentonville's prisoner,

Casement, a8 fer as I can recollect.

1.

2.

In the ordinary course, a convert{ form was filled in by

the chaplain, and faculty sought from the Curias of
Weatmins ter Archdiocese to reconcile Casement. The queries
on the form are routine and deal with all pertinent facts

- a'ge with name and address, nature end extent of
instructions, former religion of the convert; station in

11re; etcs In Casement's case, he wes, I understand,

‘baptised at age of about five at his mother's request,

but was not brought up a Catholic. Probably his mother
died when he was young. It could be said that no one

ever suspected that C. was a baptised Catholic.

The Westminster Curie wrote that the request for faculty
to receive Casement would be granted provided that he
would make a written apology "for any scandal he had given'
(or eome such words). The condition surprised both the
clergy concerned and Cesement, and after much discussion
and hesitation, C. finslly wrote the “apology", though in
handing 1t to the priest he préteeted that he could not
see the point for such a document, because he could have
giwen no scandsl in the Church to which no Catholic
suspected he belonged. The auégeatedi "scandal" wae
certainly most vague.

After a restless hight he called for the "apology" and
tore 1t up saylng"that after much reflection, he could

not leave such a document behind him"

Hence no faculty was granted by the Westminster Curia
to receive him into the Church. In view of the difficul ty,
Dean Ring, the Kerry priest in .charge of Commerciasl Road
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Parich was also called into consultation end the clergy decided
Teco nealn. .
to peeekve him_ﬁzfo the Church o tin  his execution -

Just as in a case in articulo mortis. It waes & very
embarrassing situation for tﬂe clergy. I understand that the
priests concerne,&. subsequently placed- the facts, through Mgr.
O'Riordan, Rector of the Iria:h College, Rome, before the Roman
suthorities as an incident without precedent in such cases.
Yo;rs ‘after, when living in the U.8.A., I read a book by an
Irich-Americen in which it was stated that when Casement was
in Africa he was called upon in native courts to teke down the
confessions of prisoners who had committed unnaetural crimes.
Being in the first person as narrative and in the handwriting
of Casement, photostat paéqs of such depositions were used to
influence people in a aystém of whét I should describe as
"econstructive discredit" of Caesement. It ocmrﬁed to my mind
that the Catholic authorities may have been 'got at' in this
way and that they in consequence, deceived by this systematic
discredit, felt obliged in the circumstances to esk for such
a document es requested by them. This is only my surmise to
explain the demand of the Westminster Curia.

I wish, however, here to say that all the foregoing facts
about these two Pentonville paragraphs sbove are only hearsay
and, as fai' as I can remember, such impression wes produced
in my mind by what was :glated by a group of young Irish priests
in London who had close contacts with their brother clergy at
Holloway Road. - The facts need to be well sifted. |

The present Parish Priest at Highbury would be s first hsanc
gource about Pentonville. It wmﬂ.d9 be gntereating too: 1f the
present Chancellor (or rather Viec. $en.) of Westminster, Mgr.
Morrough Bernard, a Mallow man,(now that all the leading
rersons then in Curia are gone to their reward : H.E. Cardinal

Surmony :
Bourne, Mgr. @ermem, V.3., Mgr. Evans, Dioc. Sec., and others, )

might give the story from the Curia point of view from
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documents which may have been preserved about Casement.

f L

I simply give "the story" as current at the time in
clericsl circles sbout the difficulty that arose, and of "the
feeling" in Irish clerical circles in London at the denisl of
faculty to receive Casement.

Fr. McClement (I am not sure of the mame at the moment I
write - McCarroll, I now think is his name !!) would also give
full details of what occurred the morning of the execution in
the cell and on the way to and at the scaffold. I saw Fether
McCe = he came into the city $o0 see me -~ that_evening or the
follbwing one. He told of -

(1) the voluntary penance that Casement imposed upon
himself of taking off his shoes and socks and '
walking across his c¢ell and kneeling and kissing
the prieat's (confeseor's) feet,

(2) Casement's sympathy for young Fr. McC. to witness
the gruesome act of his execution. He gave him
a"viaticum to go away for a change for a day ov
after it, showing his thoughtfulness,

(3) his conduct on the way to the scaffold, so
utterly different from the lurid description in
the Press reports that evening and next morning,

(4) the regard of the Pentonville Governor for the
porson of Casement; his shame at hearing the
howling mob outside the prison gates who "cheered"
the execution. The remark of the Governor was,
if T remember rightly, on hearing this seemed to
say that he "was almost ashamed of being en
Englishman".

s q.ﬁﬁufiisthﬁvfﬁggggigg a?out Pqntonville is purely hearsay

1t can-only serve to pursue a line of inquiry to get the true

facts of the case. ' ]
Yoo preal vefewed o Wi Ui .MSM}.JMMMc@avw%,m
Reelse 0-6, %-h‘focm Qve , e Pvoun Qowk, 'Hq.}a&@‘m—u,
Zoww.., (_[\[’.5, ;l-k bocrd 'xo?&reaadwlh &9\*—#@441.0“,“-: s eed

- 3igned: i&&? ,dvﬁ@voma

“ *
Date: | t/gefﬂhu,b_ll ,Qﬂ.
| gz SZ LT -
o
Witness: . z |
. 3TORY 1913-21
BUREAU OF MILITARY HEBT
EATA 101320
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No. W.S. 568 _\
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St. Joseph's School,
Ferryhouse,
Clonmel,
Co. Tipp.
15. ix. 51.
Dear Sir,
. I am sorry to delay in returning the enclosed. I

have just taken up residence here after two years' absence
in Italy. The operation "Moving" has held up my
correspondence and gave me an oppbrtunity to trace that
newspaper cutting referred to in your letter of the 6th

Sept.

I have carefully read through the Casement
statement and have made a few emendations duly initialled.
And in-view of my expressed doubts about the correct
surname, I have introduced the correct name of the
Pentonville Chaplain. I do hope that the late Justice
Gavan Duffy has left further details about this incident
and of the Pentonville Gaol reconciliation of Roger

Casement.

I named Brixton as: the probable place of detention
during the trlal. 41} the spy and treason trials at that
time took place at 014 Balley,-ln my old parish, and
through the courtesy of Chief Inspector of Police resident
at Snow Hill Police Station, Chief Inspector Jones, a
Catholic and married to an Irishwoman, maiden name Molony.
I was present at several of these "war trials". I did
not go to Casement's trial as a precautlonary measure, s0
as not to attract susplclon of my 1nterest. As it was,
there was enough to_convince me and others that the Secret
Service were interested in us young Irish priests.

Brixton was the usual place of detention of prisoners at

these State Trials. Hence ny surmise!
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I wish to stress again that the portion of my
statemeﬁt of what took place during the last days of
Casement must be taken with great reserve. The attitude of
the Westminster Curia in the matter was at the time
unexplainable and we did know tha% "Dean" Ring, as he was
then called - later Canon Ring - waé very interested in the
matter. I am in no position to sayrwhat was the actual
authenticity of the so-called "Casement Diary" and the use
made of it at the time, to prejudice influential people and
public opinion against Casement. We had a feeling that
propaganda of the type was being used, and my many contacts
with offices in Fleet St. (which was in my parish) convinced
me that there was something very activé in influencing the

Press.

My good friend, Professor Gwynn had a column in the

Cork Examiner, 7th Sept. on the very morning I received your

letter of the 6th. Under the heading, Roger Casement's

Trial, he refers to the Diary and its use: and as I was due
t0 see him, before 1ea§ing-U§ton, on another subject, I saw
him ip Cork last Monday. Until then I did not realise that
he was a member of your Bureau Committee, or that he was the
author of a "Life" of dasement that ran through three
additions. I showed him my typescript and having read it,
we talked over the matter. His view was that the Duffy
interview-was neﬁ to him-énd thereforerof value. As regards
the baptism of Casement and his subsequent non-practice of
the Catholic faith as he grew up to manhood, he gave me no
light on the subject. Undoubtedly.the Aberystroyth ceremony
was part of the act of reconciliation to the Church of his
Catholic mother, who had married a non-Catholic "out of the
Church®. . He.(Denis' Gwynn) told me that he had in hig
posseséion a personal statement of Dean Ring on the subject

and of all he saw and heard at the Execution.



Now that Fr. Jim McCarroll is expressly named in the
enclosed cutting - in case you have no inside details of the
last days of casement ~ he would give the most factuzl and
reliable information. I doubt now if Mgr. Murrogh-Bernard
would be the best man to-give the Westminster side of the
Casement reconciliation. 1f Mgr. H.E. Daly - a Duhallow

man - is alive (in the 1948 Catholic Directoxy his address is

given as 64, Barrowgate Road, Chiswick, W.4.) he would be a

far more likely man to giVe information, tho' Mgr. M-B. would
have access to documentary records probably._ Mgr. Daly was
a senior official at the time of Casement in Curia, and he

was rather "more I:cish"1 and prominent at that time.

I have also carefully read the second statement. - No
doubt, the escapees from Usk, if alive, could confirm 1f they

met Fr. Enight in Dublin when he obliged me to travel on to
Cork. ‘

The "tan" who shot James Coleman had a curious
gsubsequent ﬁistéry in England. It was known that he "bolted®
with a girl from Cork after a little time. Chief Insﬁector “
Jones (City of London‘Police), the persongl friend of mine,
showed me his "pre-tan® record, when he was caught and
sentenced to two years‘hérd labour and & flogging at 01d
Bailey for robbéry with violence of £500 worth of valuables
from an East London jeweller's shop. It seems that at the
age of sixteen, he was sentenced for matricide and while
doing time volunteered for the front and then for the Tans,

whent war wgs over!

I should esteem it a favour if you would kindly give

me a copy of the enclosed typescripts.

Would you please give with my compliments the enclosed

cutting, "Last Letters of Roger Casement" to'Commandant

Brennan. My friend, Dr. James Walsh (a_son of a Dowlais,
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Glam. Irish printer), who is Editor-Owner of the Catholic

Times, might, if necessary, give you. the name of The Special

Correspondent.

Yours faithfully,

(SIGNED) J.M. CRONIN, O0.C.

rEUR'EMJ' GF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-214
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

No. W.S. 588§
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st Lettérs Of
| Roger Casement

CavioLic Tinies (Lowdan) Mok 313,

I HAVE just been’ per-
mitted to read letters
r-—'wrlt.ten in Pentonville on prison
notepaper — by Sir Roger Case-
ment who was executed in' London
in August of 1916 for the part he
played in the Easter Rebellion in
Ireland.

f Baptised in the Catholic faith at
\Aberystwyth in North Wales, Roger
Castement was brought up a . Protes-
‘tan e

: A man of European reputaﬂon who
{held a posntmn in the British diplo-
matic service, Sir Roger Casement

‘was arrested, almost by accident, after -

the ~landed from a submarine near
}Tralee on the south coast of Treland
on Good Friday, 1916.
f In the 34 years that have elapsed
Isince he went to the scaffold . for
?“ Ireland and Kathleen M. Houlihan ",
a great deal has been writien a.nd
published about Ireland’s struggle for;
‘independence, always presentmg
‘Casement the nationalist and soldier.
i . .
OGER CASEMENT
made his first Con-
fession to the Pentonville chap-
lain, Fr. J. McCarroll, now in
charge of the first church dedi-
cated to St. Joan of Arc, at High-
bury, London.
¢ P McCarroll spent a great deal of

‘time in the condemned man’s cell in
'those fateful weeks of 1916. -Indeed,
I he celebrated Mass in that cell on the

morning Casement was led fo the
, scaffold—led o the scaffold after
making his First Communion. Invited
to partake of breakfast, the Welsh-
horn Irish patriot said “ No, I wish to
face my God with the sacramental
body and blood of Christ as my only
sustenance,”

' HREE days before his

death, Rogeg Case-
ment wrote: .

"“It 1s a strange, strange fate
|and now I stand face to face with'
Jdeath I feel just as if they were
.lgoing te kill a boy. For I feel like
ita& boy and my hands so Iree from
Iblood, my heart always so com-
passionate and falthl‘ul tha.t I-can-
not comprehend . how ~ anyone
I wants to Hhang me.

hatred of their fellows. -. _
“ Artificial and unnatural wars,
prompted by greed of power are the

By A Special Correspondent-

source of mlsery, are now destroymg

‘mankind....

“If 1 am to live—I should live for
this—to redeem the' broken years;
mis-spent years, by sacrifice of self
entlrely and forever...

“It is now three days to Thursday

morning [August 2; date of Casement’s.

execution] and I am thinking of- it
and praying to God to strengthen me
and cheer me and be with me on the
way. Iam atpeace. I hope to think
so; I pray only that God‘s will be
done,

“No man in the wor I ever gol so
much undeserved friendship as I have
found, these last days. The great out-
pourmg of love and goodness on me
is-the greatest proof of God’s love-for
a poor, sinful man. But it is a2l so
horrible to be here... God gave me
info this eaptivity and death. And I
kiss the Divine Hand that leads, me
to the grave.

“ Alas so much of thg story dies

‘with me—the o0ld, old- story and yet

the truth and right lives on in_the
hearts of the brave and lowly.

“It is better that I die thus on the
scaffold: it is a glorious death for
Ireland’s sake—with Allan, Larkin

and “O'Brien and Robert Emmet and .

the men of the 98 and Willialm Oir—
all for the same cause, all in the
same way. Surely it is the most
glorious cause im Ristory — ever
defeated yet undefeated.”

IN another létter Case-
ment. wrote: .
“And if X die as I think is fated

to-morrow morning,” I shall die

Jwith my slns forgwen and God’s

| faith for I accept i5 fully now..

f-__‘—" e
pardon infnly soul a.nd 1 shall die’
with many good and brave men,

“Think of them—the long succes-
gion of the dead who died for Ireland,
-And it7 is a great death—oh, that I
may support it bravely, | .

“If it be said I shed tears remember,
they come not from cowardice bu!’.
from sorrow and that brave men are:
not ashamed to weep sometimes. !

“I hope I.shall not weep but if I
do, it shall bé nature's tribute wrung
from me: a human being whose heart
was always compassionate and whese
heart pitiful for the grief of others=>

“This long waiting has been :the
cruel thing--three months, 11 'Adays,!
now.” (Signed) ﬁc -

THE last of, these letters.
reads:

“My dominating thought was bo.
keep Ireland out’cf the war . ., .
Ireland should not sell her soul for
any mess of Empire, War means
ruin for Ireland,. i

“H I die to-morréw bury me im
Treland and I sHall be in the Catholic'’
I6
tells me what my heart long soughb—‘
in vain—in Prolestant coldness. I
could hot find it—but T saw 1t in the
faces of the Irish.

“Now I know what I loved in them
—the chivalry of Christ speakmg}
through human eyes as it is from that
source  the lovable things come for
Christ “was the first Knight. 5

“ And now good-hye.

“I-write with hope—hope that God'
will be with me to the end and that;
all.my faults and failures and errors,
will be blotted out by the Divine
Knight and Divine Nationalist.” |

- T (Signed) R.C.I t

{ “It is they—not I-—who are the :
| traitors—filled with a lust of blood of |

-

e A ——— = &
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