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OR, G , INTRODUCTION %0 THm BOOK ,
NAL "FARNEY IN THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 1914-1921"
BY

MR. P.V. HORY, THE COURTHOUSE, CAKRICKMACROSS,
CO. MONAGHAI,

In 1922,when the Civil Jar broke out, in which I took no
part, I conceived the idea of making notes of my owrl experiences
in the Tlar of Independence. In those notes made by me in 1822,
I also included incidents in which'I did not participate, but
of which T had most relisble inforﬁation of what had taken plece

from actual participants.

Tn 1934, when a Military Service Pensions idct was passed
by D&il Hireann. I became associated with the Brigade Committee
which undertook the verification of claime for Military Service
Ceptificates. This work necessitated a full knowledge of the
various items of military actions or operations which were
carried out in South Monaghan and the records of the men

participating.

All this mass of information from my own exXxperiences and
collected by me in 1922, completely checked and added 1o 3&
1934, and passed as accurate by the OIflCBPu of the gaxxhckma
SREE Rattglion in 1934, has been used by me in my book -
"Rarney in the fight for Freedom 1914-1921l". This matter was
again checked over by a number of former battalioﬁ officers
when the manuscript notes were ready for the printer, and where
it was pointed out to me that slight errors had appesred, I

N

made the necessary corrections. The faciual story, as set’ out

in the printed version of my booklet, is as accurate as 1t was

,humanly possible for me %o dGo it.
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FARNEY IN THE PIGHT

FOR FREEDOM

1914_ i 1921.

BY P. V. HOEY

Dedicated to the men qf 198,

"They rose in dark and evil days to right their

ngtive land."

The Baropy of Farney, situate in thé extreme
southern end of County Monaghan, comprises the five
parishes of Magheross, Magheracloone, Donaghmoyne,
Iﬁniskeen, and portion of Killanny. In the events
related in this book that portion of Killanny parish
situated in County Louth and the district of Bawn in

Aughnamullen West, County lMonaghan, are included.
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FARNEY IN THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM

OR l G ' N AL -.?:hé Early Years 1914-1918

BUREAU GF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21

S _ L NO. W.S. §30
The old national flame in Farney, burning brightly

from the days when Teeling's history of '98 was written in
Dunoge Cottage, Carrickmacross, down through the Penian
times, when John Daly of Iimerick reviewsd the local Fenians
under Rockdaﬁiel ﬁil;, cairied on under the banners oﬁ thg
Lend League, the Gaelic League and the G.A.A., culminating
in our day by the formatign of a companj‘éfﬁiriah Volunteers
in Carricimacross in Nay 1914, at a meeting addressed by Sir
Roger Casement and Eoin McNeill.

The Asquith recruiting meeting in Dublin ir the
Autumn of 1914 provided an opportunity 1oéally to demonstrate
the naxional“hoptility'to British recruiting. A train ool
carrying local supporters to Asquitﬁ{s meeting was

. travelling from Carrickmacross to Duﬁlin, and as a counter-

blast to the local recruiting campéign, a party of Volunteers.
from Farney cut the telegraph wires in the vicin;ty'of
Carrickmacross.

About September, 1915, a British recruiting meeting
attended by ?ﬁe local pillars gf-British rule was in session
in Carrickmacross. Determined action was taken by the
Volunteers to bring aﬁ eﬁd to this attemgt to enlist Farney's
sons under England's banner. A brick was sent flyiné i
througﬁ the winﬁow-where His Majesty's councillors were in
conclave, and the recrgiting maeting—had a sudden end. On
the same evening the Volunteers paraded through the town.
Three of their number, Donnelly, Ross and Quin, wefe arrested

by the British—control@éd police, the R.I.C., tried by the

British Court at Carrickmacross and sentenced to two months®
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imprisonment in Armagh Jail.

Patrick Pearse delive?ed an inSpiring gddgess at a
Menchester Martyrs:d Qomqemoratign.in the Catholic Hall, |
Garrickmacfosa 1nﬁﬁOVe§ber 1915. Pearse'reminded‘his
audience that Allen, Lerkin and 0'Brien and their Fenian
Comrades, "formed a ring around the van and with drawn

revolvers kept the howling English mob at bay".

The release of the three impxiaone#wmen, Donnelly,
Ross and Quin, in February 1916, was the occasion of a big
Volunteer damonstrétion in Carrickmacross. The Crown
Forces tried to prevent the three men from reaching
éarrickmacroas on the evening of the demonstration by
interfering with the railway at Inniskeen but this was
circumvented through the timely action of Nr. Bernard
. O'Rourke, who drove the three men to Carrick in his motor
car., That valiant Irishman, The 0'Rahilly, spoke at the |
demonstration on that evening and referred to the rising
surge of militant national enthusiasm, and the dawning day .
when British authority in Ireland would be cﬁallenged in

arms lo

) The local Volunteer compenies paraded in Carrick-
macross on St. Patrick's Day 1916.

-

The red glow of Easter Week 1916 was now at heand.
On Easter Saturday night the Parney members of the L.R.B.
held a meeting in the goreptefs' Hall, Carrickmacross.
Arms were distributed and arranéements made to meet on the
following day, Eastgr Sunday, in Mr. P.J. 0'Daly's house at
‘Tiregarven. The R.I.C. were very actgée iﬁ"s;eﬁthing the
ﬁovements of Vélunieér~0fficers, but notwithstanding the
activities of the enemy, the meeting was held in Mr. 0'Daly's
house on Easter Sunday_aa arranged. Orders were issué& to

the four Volunteer companies in tkhe distriet, Carrickmacross,



v 1\ v . "

Corduff, Myle River, Magheraclopne Lower, and a detachment
at Lisdoonan to stand to with arus and rations for three

dayé, bﬁt owing to the confusion at the time arising from
the qonntermand%ng ordgr issued by Eoin McNeill, Chief of

Staff of the Vblupxeers, no further action was taken.

On the 5th May, 1916, eight members of the Irish
Volunteers in Farmey were arrested by British Forcés, viz.:
P. De Burca, Willie Loughran, P.J. 0'Daly, James O'Brien,
Tomﬁieiﬂolag, Tom Maitin, Paddy ﬁeili& and Tom Ward. These
men were iptegﬁed in ¥rongoch until July 1916, when Ofbély,
0'Brien, Nolan, Hartiﬁ, Reilly and Ward were released:;_ De
Burca gnﬁ Loughran were released in the following December .
Bernard O0*RBourke of Inniskeen was also arrested and igterned

for a short period.

_ The home-coming of these men was the signal for fhe
national revivel in Farney. = The year 1917 heralded the
rapid uprise of the powerful national organisation of Simn
Féin, Sinn Fein clubs were established in every parish in
fhe district, and the people rallied %o the nationsl call.

In March 1917; a contingent of Volunteers from the
district were on duty in the North Rogéom@on byg—eiecﬁion,
which was won by Sinn Fein, the victbrigua Longford election
in June of that- year, énd the South Armagh election in
February 1918,

‘March 1918 saw the formation of a number of additional
Volunteer companies in the district. The threat of
Conscription by the British Government in April 1918 found

Farney's sons ready to resist the British threat by armed

force should the necessity arise.

The ingenious diBGOVery_by the British Govefnment of
the so-called "German Plot" in April 1918 led to the arrest

of moat of the prominent leaders in the National Movement,
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including Comdt. Willie Loughran of Carrickmacross.

The East Cavan election of June 1918 was attended by
many Volunteers from‘the_digtrict,‘and oné”of their number,
Denis Smyth of Carrickmacross, was arrésteﬁ by British Porces
and sentenced to six montha' imprisonment for poaaeasioﬁ of

arms. Smyth served this sentence in Belfast Jail.

Qt the general election of December 1918 the ‘
Volunteers were on duty at all the polling stations in the
district and their presence ih military fo:métion had a
deadening effect on the anti-national activities of the
followers of the Irish Party. The Sinn Fein candidate,
Sean McEntee, was returned for South Monaghan by an
overwhelming majority. )

1919-1920.
_gfter the meeting of the first Dail in January 1919,
the Irish Volunteers came under thg coﬁtrol of'the"Dail
Minister for Defence, the first Army of the elected
Government of the Irish people, and subsequent to that time

they were referred to as the Irish Republican Army.

~ The hostile British police force, the R.I.C., attempted
to throttle the machinery of Government set up by the Irish
people. The I.R.A. countered these activities by taking
over all police duties.

Throughout Farney numerous I.R.A. tribunals were held
to deal'with crimiéal offences. _ Tﬁé'ééttlement of civil
disputes by A;bitration Courts was'fostereg and encaniaged
by the_po;itical wing of.the National Movement, the Sinn Fein

organisation.

The Declaration of Independence formulated by the Dail
was exhibitéd_in the windoﬁ of Mr. Bernard Martin, printef,
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O'Neill Street, Carrickmacross, and for this perfectly
1;gitimate act Mr. Martin was arrested by the British police

and sentenced to a month's imprisonment.

___ Throughout the Summer end Autumn of 1919, the I.R.A.
in Farney devoted considerable attention to stamping 6ut
the-"poteen" traffic in the distriet, and g0 successful were
they in this work, that this degrading traffic was
practically eliminated. In one house a lead pipe weighing
five stone, used in makinguthé "poteen®, was captured and
subsequently converted into bucﬁshot for use againat the

enemy .

By the end of 1919 the British civil authofity was
fast crumbling to its inevitable destruction. A well
orgenised Battalion of the I.R.A. was now functioning all
over the district, and on thg formation of the Monaghan

.Brigade,_consisting of five battalions, Farney became the
Sth Batt. "

In February 1920 forces drawn from the Brigade area
under Comdt. Eoin O'Duffy attacked and captured Ballytrain
R.I.C. Barracks. Detachments of the 5th Batt. from Corduf?,
caérickﬁacross,‘Mylé River, Maghefacloone Lowgr and Killanny
took part in this engagement.

. 'The R.I.C. had now withdrawn from their barracks at
Innigkeen and Corrinshigo. Detachments of I.R.A. men from

the Battalion area set fire to both buildings in May 1920.

About that period of 1920 Officers of the Brigade
were undergoing a hunger-gtrike in Belfast Jail, and as a
protest against the treatment metednéut'to these men by the
British autho;ities, the 1.R.A. closed down local Rritish
institutions and institutioﬁs friendly to the occubation

forces for & short period,
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The Belfast boycott was now in full force, and the
Batfalibn set up a8 local committee to enforce the boycott
all over Farney. If our Nor#ﬁern fellow-countrymen were
to sustein their rights as Irishmen, they should have stood
in with the National ceuse.

In June 1920 the mai}“oar was pel& up by a party of
armed I.R.A. men on the Dundalk-Carrickmacross road and the
" enemy ﬁailé'capturqd; ‘.ﬁurigg the Summer of 1920 the I.R.A.
in the Battelion area caff}ed.opt numerous raids for arms on
houses hostile to the Republié and a considerable 'supply pf
arms was captured, mainly"shotguns. The R.I.C. mails were
again captured on the Dundalk road in August'1920;

_ The Courts of the Republic were established in South
Monaghan in August 1920, consisting of a District Court,
replacing the British Quarter Sessions, and having
jurisdiction, civil and criminal, over the then
pgrliamentary constituency of South Monaghan. Parish Courts,
equivalent in Jurisdiction to the British 2ef%y Sessiong,

were established in each parish.

The Courts functioned under a "Provisional
Constitution” issued by the Dail Ministry of Home Affeirs
entitled "The Courts of Justice of the Irish Republic®, a
copy of pﬁich is atill in the writer's possession. 1In a
short tim@ the British legal machineiy broke down, and the
people brought their disputes to the Republican Courts.

| In Sgptember 1920, three sittings of the South
Monaghaﬁ District Court were held: 3rd September in Ballyﬁay,
6th in Gaﬁrickmacréss, and 13th in Castleblayney. ‘the
Bench consisted of B. O'Rourke (chairman), Tom Mar;in
iMagheracloone), Pat Conlon (Latton), Mick Duffy (Ballyﬁay)
and Thomsas Rooﬁey'(Oram). The Biffings were held in the

Courthouse in each town. fThe enemy forces did not interfere,'



except in Carrickmacross, where Sergeant McGolderick and
gome other R.I.C. men held a "watching brief" for the Crown.

Subsequent to that time, the Gourts were subjected to much

vigilance by the enemy, but they continued to function in
schools, lofts, private houseg, and, in one instance, in a
cow byre. The records are still in my pqssession, and over
the two years from September 1920 to August 1922, District
end Parish Courts dealt with over 600 cases. I regret that
I am unable to compile a list of the Parish Justices, but
fhrge Justices acted in each parish, A word of praise is
due to.Mr. P. Marron, solicitor, Carrickmacross, whose office
was always at our disposal in conﬁection with the Court work,

and to his clerk, Nr. Eugene Magee.

The Dail had set up a Ministry of Local Government.
The Cerrickmacross Urban Council voted re&ognition_to this
Ministry and refused to deal with the corresponding British

Department.

) Action was taken by the I.R.A. to clgar out of the
district a particularly offensive School Inspector who never
seemed to tire of_pouring ridicule on the'National ﬁovement.
A sum of £5,700 was subscribed in South Monaghan to the Dail
Loan and trangmitted to Hegdquartera tyrough the constitﬁency
treasurer, HNr. Bernerd O'Rourke. A ra;d on Mr., O'Rourke's
house by enemy forces reéulted in the capture of pépe:s_ )

connected with the loan. The enemy arrested HNr. O'Rourke

and interned him in Belfast Jail.

- By the end of August 1920, the national resistance in
Farney,1with the I.R.A. as its spearhead, backed by the

Cumann na mBan, supported by the Republican Courts, the local

Councils and the Sinn Fein organisation, held the upperhand.
The enemy had withdrawn from their rural posts to their last
stronghold in the Battalion area, their fortified barracks in

<



Carrickmacrosas.

The 5th Battallion was now organised in 11 companies
varying in strength from 60 to 20 men, spread over the
Battalion area in the following units: Carrickmacrose,
Megheracloone Lower, Magheracloone Upper, Killanny, ;nniskeen,
Donaghmoyne, Broomfield, Lisddonag, ¥Myle River, Corduff and
Bawn, making a total of 330 men, commanded by the Battalion
 Staff, Commandant, Vice-Commandant, Adjutant and |
Quartermaster. For the purposes of organisation; each
company was allotted the status of a company, even though -
in some cases - below a company sirength, commanded bx a
Company Staff, Captain, 1st and 2nd Lieutenant, Adjutant and
Q.M. The Battalion Council, which éoverned the.entire

Battalion area, waé made up of the Battalion Staff and the
Captain of each Company.

_ The raiding for arms was having a detrimental effect
on the national movement abroad, and G.H.Q. issued orders
tha? it was to cease. ‘ The Brigade Gomman&ant applied for
special permission to col;ect the arms in hostile houses in
Counﬁy NMonaghan. The necessary permission was given by
Headquarters, to operate for one night only. On the night
of the 3lat August, 1920, the five Battalions in the Brigade
area went into.action to co}lect thé arms all over County
lMonaghan, A cbnsiderable quantity of arms and ammunition
were captured, but the Brigade lost five men - shot dead -
in tﬂis engagement, inciudrng'Barney Marron of Corduff

Company. A few men were also wounded.

About 200 tins of petrol were commandeered by the
I.R.A. in Carrickmacross in OQctober 1920 and stored for

future use.

A contingent of the specially recruited British
police force, the Black and Tans, arrived in Carrickmacross



in the Autumn of 1920, and the time had now come for the
Battalion to get to grips with the armed forces of the

enemy in the district.

A Flying Column, drawn from South Monaghan (4th and
5th Batt. areas) and commended by the 0.C. of the 4th
Battélion,.comdf.-merry McGee, was formed in November 1920,
but owiﬁg to the activities of enemy spies this column was
disbanded after about six weeks and a different method of

column organisation adopted later, in 1921.

B The 11 companies in therBétﬁalion’areg were inspected
by Brigade Comdt. O'Duffy in November and December 1920.
COmat. Q'Duffy spen%"two_nighta in each coﬁpany area, and in
view of %ﬁe fantastic stories one hears ogcasionally _
concerning compulsion on the L.R.A. to undgrtake certain
ectivities, it is well to staté that Comdt. O'Duffy pointed
to the dangerous work that lay shead and ggve’éach"man_the
option to leave the I.R.A. if he s0 wished. Not a single
man in the Battalion area availed of this offer,

- At the end of 1920 the enemy garrison at
Carrickmacross was made up of 30 Black and Tans and 6 R.I.C.
men. They were well equipped with arms.. 'The enemy fofqe
in numbers was not a stiff proposition, but the 1.R.A. were
handicapped for want of arms and ammunition. The entire
store of arms in the Battalion consisted of 12 rifles, a
fair supply of revolvers and an ample supply of shotguns.

There was only a small quantity of ammunition for the rifles.

January 1521 to March 1921.
The Brigade O.C.Hordered tpe five battalions in
County Monaghan to attack the enemy forces in each Battalion
area on the night of the 19# Jenuary, 1921. Two detachments

of the Farney I.R.A. men marched to Carriclmacross on that
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night armed with rifles and shotguns to attack the enemy
town patrol. One section was posted on fhe Gallows Hill and
the second section at liagheross, The attack was timed for

9 p.m.; but the enemy got 'wind' thét gomething was afoot,
and the petrol was withdra&n ofi the streets at 8 p.m. and
did not appear again on that night. The two I.R.A.
detachments left the town at about 10 p.m. '

A 8py was arrested in the Battalion asrea in January
1921. He was tried by I.R.A. Courtmartial, convicted of

espionagé on the Irish Aimy, and executed.

On the night of the 11th February, 1921, two sections
of I.R.A. men drawn from the Battalion area eﬁtergd
Carrickmacross to attack the énemy patrol. One section was
posted, as on the previous occasion, on the Gallows Hill,
and the second party on the Church Hill, T@e enemy patrol
was on the town and came down the Church Hiil shortly after
9 p.m. The I.R.A. men posted on the Hill opened fire and
the enemy replied with heavy rifle fire. The I.R.A. party
at the Hill was armed with shotguns only, and g.véry poor
type of buckshot. The enemy garrison at the barracks sent
up Verey lights, Which enabled the patrol at the Hill to make
effective use of their rifles. Some of the I.R.A. men
posted on the Gallows Hill sdvenced up MclMahon Street and
opened fire on the barracks from the corner of Bridewell
Lane. The engagement lasted about 15 minutes and the I.R.A.
on the Church Hill then withdrew across the river at |
liagheross to the Ardee Road. The I.R.A. suffered no
casualtigs, but oné of their men, Lérry Crawley, 0£ Lower
Magheracloone company,vwas severel& injured while crbssing
the river at Magheross. .Two of the'enemy weré wounded. On
the day following this attéck, Adjutant Tom McConnon of Lower

Magheracloone, who participated in the aftack,'was arrested
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portion of which he served in Dartmoor Prison.

At this stage of the fight, the Battalion Council met
every fortnight. The meetings were uaﬁally held in an old
house in the townlgﬁd of Greagnarog, in Myle River Company
area., A full discussion, usually lasting from around 11 p.m,
to about 5 a.m. on the following morning, took place at these
meetings, as to I.R.A. activities &ll over the Battalion
area. Past events were reviewed and orders issued for the
coming fortnight. Contact was maintained ﬁith Brigade
headquarters_in the vicinity of Clones or Newbliss, but owing
to the difficulty of maintaining communications, each
Battalioq had practically to act on its own initiative. The
i.R.A. was not an army in the modern sense, it was a guerrilla
force of patriotic men banded together in a life and death
struggle for the nation's freedom, carrying on under most
difficult circumstances, and pitted against the might of an

empire.

An ambush arranged for the night of the 15th February,
1921, at Kednaminsha, in the Inniskeen district, wasqcalled
off owing-to the unsuitabilitj of the position.

On the night of the 18th March, 1921, a party of
twenty 1.R.A. men from the Battalion area, armed with rifles
and shotguns,_occupied the Gallows Hill, Carrickmacross,
overlooking the Courthouse square, to attack the epem& town
patrol. The attack was timed for 8 p.m. The patrol on that
night was out the Shercock Road, at McCartney's Cross. Two
of the I.R.A. men on their way to the Gallows Hill passed the
patrol ét the cross shortly before 8 p.m. 1t was dark at that
hour. The enemy patrol made an effort to halt these men, but
both of them got through safely and reached the Hill, where

they reported the occurrence to the officer in charge of the
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I.R.A. party, Batt. Adjutant McHMahon. Whether the enemy
éenaed danger or not, I cannot say, but immediately after
the two I.R.4. men paséed the cross, the patrol marched
rapidly back the road to Carrickmacross and into their

barracks. The I.R.A. party left the town around 10 p.m.

April, 1921

..... .- .

The enemy forces were very active throughout the
Bgttalion area, raiding for wanted 1.R.A. men. The:
Battallon delayed the enemy raiding'parties.by dlocking
practically all the roads leading from the town. The active
intelligence arm of the Battalion kept a watchful eye on
eneny activities and an in and out record of their movements.
Every stranger passing through the Battalion area was subject
to L.R.A. intelligence, and no risks were ta;en when enemy
Entélligencg ageﬁts were found out, Another enemy espionage
agent was captured during this month and shot. This man was
riddled with bullets, but it subsequently transpired that he
was alive. From nightfall to dawn armed 1.R.A. scouts were
on duty in eaéh_Company area on the look-oﬁt for enemy
raiding parties. The blocking of the roads hampered the
enemy, and the ruthless cutting down of informers broke his

grip on outcasts inclined to give information to obtain

Sops or privileges for themselves.

"On the 6th April, 1921, the mail car, Shercock to
carrickmacrosg, was held up by thg I.R.A. This was reported
to the enemy-at Carrickmacross, and'in anticipation of a
pat;ol coming from Carrick, 40 I.R.A. men under Batt. Comdt.,
O'Daly took up an ambush position in the townlgnd of
Gfeaghdrumit. The party was armed with 10 rifles, grenades
and shotguns, and remained in position from dawn until
nightfall, when they dispersed. On the following morning at

8 a.m. an enemy Crossley tender passed the ambush point.
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The Khyber Pass

Enemy patrols travelled from Carrickmacross to
‘Castleblayney frequently. " Batt. Comdt. 0'Daly ordered 35
men from the Battalion to mobilise at the ﬁﬁyber Pass (called
after the famous Khyber Pass in India) on the Castleblayney
Road. Back in the fifties of the laét century, three Ribbon-
men lay in ambush at the same place to shoot a local landlord's
bailiff. Two of the Ribbonmen were subsequently hanged
outgide the County Jail in Monaghan, where the County

Hospital now stands.

The I.R.A. party at the Khyber Pass was armed with 1l
rifles,'ls éhotguns, revolvers and hand grenades. They were
divided into three sections, one section of riflemen was
posted on the rock commanding the road at the Castleblayney
end, a second section, armed with rifies and grenades, on a
limekiln on the Carrick end, and a third section armed with
shotguns took up a position midway between the first and
second sections. In order to draw out the enemy forces,
certain action in the"ngture of a decoy was taken by the.
I.R.A. The I.R.A. party was in position about 5.30 a.m. A
iong wearj wait ensued in a drenching downpour. The difficully
of obtaining food on occasions like this was not easy to solve,
but a few loaves were brought from Mr. Fealy's shop, and tea
made in Byrne's of_Corleck. The I,R.A; par%y remained in
position uniii 5 P.n., when_the 0,&. decided to disperse,

Two amusing incidents possibly deserving notice are recorded.
The men were hungry, wet and cold, and one of the party put up
'a loaf for amction. The bidding was keen. Just before the
party dispersed, one mén leaning across his rifle sorrdwfully
remarked, "I guess the Republic is assured". The party
‘separated éﬁd proceeded across country towérds their company
areas. They had trajelled about three-quérters of a mile
when an eﬁemy car went by tﬁe ambush point at the Ehyber Pass.
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& few shots were fired at the evegy by a small party under
Captain Paddy Corrigan, but the range was too far to dbe
effective.

Attack on Casrrick Barracks.

T T T

The failure to contact the enemy in the open country
as described on the 6th and 15th April left only one
alternative, nanely, to attack their_barracks in
Carrickmacross. The Battalion was badly equipped to face a
garrison fully armed with rifles, a machine gun and grenades
and prbtected behind a well fortified barracks. Nevertheless,
a determined effort was made to wrench from them their last

post in Farney.

The Brigade Commandant ordered an attack on the
barracks for the night of the 30th April, 1921. Sixty men
from the Battalion area were mobilised onr that night at a
Place knoﬁn as the "Bottle Lane" on the Caétleblayney Road.
The remainder of thé Battélion blocked all the roads leading
to Carrickmecross. The Nos. 1, 3 and 4 Battalions blocked
the roads leading froﬁ Clones, Monaghan, Ballybay and
Castleblayney. Short attacks were made on the enemy
garrison stationed at Castleblayney and Ballybay to keep them
from coming to the assistance of the Carrickmacross garrison,
The Dundalk men posted snipers on the Dundalk-Carrickmacross
road to prevent the British military sfationed at Dundalk
from rushing through;l '

The enemy barracks was the building now occupied by

the Garda Siochana.

The I.R.A. party at the "Bottle Lane" was in charge
of the Brigade 0.C. Comdt. Den Hogan and Batt. Comdt. P.J.
0'Daly. Comdt. Hogan was écco@panied by the 0.C.s of the
Nds. 3 and 4 Battalions, Comdts. Marron and M;Gee, and the
Engineer of the 4th Battalion, J.J.' Comnolly, C.E. Th;re
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were 12 rifle men in the I.R.A. party and the remainder were
‘armed with shotguns with about 20 rounds of ammunition to
each man. The party was divided into six sections, and the
following was the plan of attack:- No. llsection to enter
the premises of Messrs. paly_Bros._adjoining the barracks via
0'Neill Street, set a mine to the barrack wall, retire to
O'Neill Streét to await the explosion, and then fight their
way into the barracks through the breach in the wall, drive
the garrison out, front or rear, whgre’they were_eovered by
I.R.A. sections on both sides. No.”2 gsection was posted %o
the rooms over Higgins's shop in McMahon Street, facing the
barracks; No. 3 section to the rooms over O'Hagen's shop
(now Brennan's) in McMahon Street; both sections %o-gnter
these'houses—via Ivy Lane. No. 4 section to the room over
Hanna's (now Farnén's), facing up McMahon Street; No. 5
sectién to thé‘rear—of the barracks, and a few men were
detailed to cover off the house in Farney Street occupied by
the District Inspector of the R.I.C. The town Company under
Captéin Denis:Smyth had takén ovér the bremises of Messrs.
Daly's, ﬁigginé's, O'Hagan's and Hanna's at about 10 p.m. on
that night. Around 1.45 a.m. on thé morning of the lst May,
1?21, the Bix sections o? I.R.A. men ﬁgved from the "Bottle
Lane" on the town. No.l éection entered Daly's, se% the
mine to the barrack wall, and retired to 0'Neill Street to
await the explosion. At that hour, about‘2 a.m., the other

five sections had occupied their respective positions.

The sections posted to the premises of Higgins's and
O'Hagan‘s gsmashed the glass in the front windows in accordance
with orders to prevent injury from the flying glass when the
mine would explode. The noise of the falling glass on the
atreet below attracted;the attention of the enemy night
guerds. They came out to investigate. It was still dark
at that hour. Shot's wefe fired across the street by the
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I.R.A. section in Higgins's. The mine should now have
éxp;oﬁed, but owing_to the fuse-becoming extinguished before
it reached the mine, the mine failed to eiplode. |

The entire enemﬁ garrison, 35 strong, was now in
action and opened a vigorous fire across the street, mainly
concentrated on.giggins's. The I.R.A. section in O'Hagan's
had orders to hold thei; fire-until_the garrison wasqdriveﬁ
out on‘the street, and for a full hour thetsection ip
Higgins's -bore the brunt of the enemy fire. After an hour's
fignting, the 0.C. in charge in Higgina's, Vice-Comdt. Byrne,
sent word to O'Hagan's to relieve them. Both sections now
joined in, and for two hours longer the battle continued.
The enemy made elaborate use of Verey lights, and brought
their machine gun into action. A hail of lead swept the

street on both sides.

The explosions of the enemy hand grgnades,_the rattle
of their machine gun, the rapid fire of the rifles on both
sides of the illuminated street, together with the ginging of
cockney songs by the enemy, lasting for over thrée hours, was

the highlight in Parney's effort in the War of Independence.

At 5.20 a.m, the I.R.A. sections in Higgins's and

_ Q'Hagan's were ordered to withdraw. At that hour the block
of hougéa fronting the barracks was covered with bullet
marks. The rooms in Higgins's and O'Hagan's occupied by the
I.R.A. were choked with dust, and, worst of all, their
anmunition was practically exhausted. The two sections
withdrew by Ivy Lane. As they marched 6ut, gome members of
the enemy gafrisén came out_on the street, apparently with
the intention of burning Mr. John Hand's shop. The I.R.A.
section over Hanna's (Farnan's) was_still inlposition;' A

few shots were fired up the ;treet and the enemy took cover.

The entire I.R.A. party then withdrew. They had
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suffered one casualty, Lieut. James McConnon of Lisdoonan,
who sustained a severe bullet @ound. McConnon was taken to
the I.R.A. medical officer, Pr. Byrme at Corduff, on that

morning where his wound was dressé@ and he is still heppily

with us.,. One of the enemy garrison was wounded.

After the I.R.A. had withdrawn, the enemy burned down
Mr. John Handfs sﬁoﬁ in McMahon St:eet. Mr.“Hand's shop
was ﬁot‘uéed By any of the I.R.A. men in the attack on the
barracks, and the only reason that can be assigned for this
act of vandalism was the fact that Hand was prominently

identified with enforcing the Belfast boycott.

Mey.. 1921.
L Ce

After the attack on the barracks, enemy railding parties
were very active in the district. Prom the Summer of 1920
up to the Truce, the enemy arrested épproximately 25'1.R.A.
men in the Battalion area. These men we;e imprisoned in
British Jaiis, or interned in Ballykinler internment camp.
Suffering the fate of an Irish felon, they: were as truly in
the fighting line as the men on the hills.

4

Spread over the Battalion area there were about 14
I.B.A. men "on the run". These men were the back-bone of
fhe resistaﬁce movemen%. Armed by day and night, they kept
moving from one friendly house to another, always prepared to
meet the enemy with a trusty weapon. To fall into enemy
hands meant torture, or death, or both.l The men "on the
run” kept in constant touch with their companies. " No words
of ﬁraise can ever convey the gratitude of the 0ld soldiers
of the Republiec to thbag peéple who harboured the men "on the
run", Risking the ever watchful vigilance of the eneﬁy, .
these people sustained the more active spirits of the 1.R.A.
throughout the British reign of terror. This is a happy
memory that the 014 I.R.A. will ever cherish. To the brave
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girls of the Cumann ne mBan who stood firm throughout the
British terror, and were practically in the front line, let
more competent pens pay tribute, but the 01ld I.R.A. men in

Farney stand in salute before these heroic women,

On the 10th May, 1921, a party of 12 I.R.A. men armed
with rifles and éhotguns lay in ambush at Derrylavin on the:
Kingscourt Boad.for an enemy patrol which occasionally
patrolled the Lough Fea Demesne as far as the gate house on
the Losset Road and returned by the Kingscourt Road. The
I.R.A. party remained in position until 5 a.m. on the
following morning, but the enemy did not appear on that

night.

The Fight At Tullyvaragh,

A Flying Column had now been formed in the Battalion
area composed of 25 men drawn from the 11 companies and

commanded by Captain Owen Meegan of Inniskeen.

This column was mobilised at 5 a.m. on the morning of
the 30th May, 1921, at Tullyvaragh on the Carrickmacross-—
Castleblayney Road to attack an enemy patrol expected from
Carrickmacross. The column was armed with 12 rifles and a
number of shotguns with about 20 rounds of ammunition to each
marn. The ambush position was in McArdle's plantation, about
600 yards from the main road. The shotguns were of little
avail at the long range, but would be useful at close quarters.
" The rifle men were posted along the plantation ditch with
about 5 to 10 yards between each man. A few men under
Captain Corrigan were posted om an iminence on the opposite
side of the road. The hours passed on without any 8ign of
the enemy, and it looked as if the column’s mission was in
vain -~ but not this time. At about 3 p.m., while the column.
were having tea, Batt. Q.M.. Finegan reported that an enemy

patrol was approaching from Carrickmacross direction. The
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riflemen lined the ditch, the enemy came on, cycling in pairs,
and were allowed to reach the end of the column's line when

fire was opened.

The following description of this ambush appeared in
the Iriéh Independent of the 1lst June, 1921: "Const. Perkins
was killed in an ambush in the Broomfield district between
Carrickmacross and Castleblayney §n Monday. The story told
by District Inspector Maunsell and nine other boiice who
formed a cycie patrol is that they left Carrickmacross at
2.30 p.m., and owing to a heavy downpoux'of rain were obiiged
to dismount at Cornmucklagh, a short distance from the scene

of the ambush.

A smell plantation overlooks the road, and just after
the R.I.C. had remounted, a big volley of rifle shoté rang
from a distance-of 600 yards. Constable Perkins, cyeling
immediately in front of the District Imspector, féll and the -
remainder of the party jumped from their bicycles and began
firing from a prostrate position on the rpad which afforded

no cover.

A hail of bullets swept the road and the escape of the
remainder of the party is described as marvellous. The
police declare the place was infested with rifle nests and
the attackers were evidently having téa, a large can of ”

s8teaming beverage with bread, marmalade and other food being
found. - /

Empty éartridges were strewn around, some of very large
calibre, including Gegman, American and Italian, as well as
British make."

The O.Q{ of the column had to keep in mind the danger
of the Auxiliaries, who were only a few miies émay in

Castleblayney, coming on the 8cene, and he ordered the column
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.to withdraw after about fifteeﬁ minutes. The column
withdrew to the fields at the rear of the p%anfation, marched
rapidly across the country separating at different points to
return to thelir company areas. The enemy kept blarglng

away for about an hour after the column had withdrawn.

A. short time before the ambush at ‘tullyvaragh the
enemy had posted up a "proclamation” in Carrickmacross
challenging the I.R.A. to meet them. Ammunition and rifles
were in short supply, but the "hall of bullets“ that “swept

the road® at Tullyvaragh was the I.R.A. answer.

-~

The Trudh._

In the early-pérflof'June 1921 a big round-up was
carried out by & British columa, 2,000 strong, through County
Monaghan. Entering at the northern end of the county,  they
swept on through mid-Monaghan to’Farney. Warning of the enem
approach reached the I.R.A. .in Fafney, and the Battalioﬁ
spread out to the neighbouring counties of Cavan and Meath

until the enemy column had moved on towards Dublin.

In June, four members of the flying column were staying
in Meathill district adjbining Upper Magherabloone;'
Information reached them that an enemy motor car travelled -
regularly from Nobber to Drumconrath on sSunday evenings.
Permission was obtained from the Brigade Commandant (Meath
being outaide_the Monaghan brigadé area) to attack this car.
A position - an unoccupied house -~ on the Nobber-Drumconrath
Road was selected on the night of the Sth June, 1921, but the
eneny were evidently aware of the presenee-of'I.R.A. men in
the district. On the morning of the 10th June two enemy’
columns of Auxiliaries drawn from Castleblayney and Kells
swept down on Meathill and Drumconrath districts. The - enemy
carried out an elaborate search of the countryside from

Ballyhoe to Drumconrath and surrounded a house where two
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members of the column had slept the night before. Every
effort was made to trace the source of the enemy's information,
but without success. The ambush was abandoned in view of
what had occurred, but it subsequently transpired that the

enemy car ceased the Sunday evening journeys.

At & meeting of the Battalion Council about the middle
of June, 19?1,'four memberslof the column were detailed to
enter Carrickmacross on the following Thursday to attack enemy

.forces in a publichouse.

At that stage of the War of Independence, and indeed
long before that time, the British had abandoned all pretence
of legality. Murder, hangings, torture, burnings were their
weapons now. There could be onlj one answer to this, and
the~mission of the four column members was to shoot down any

of the enemy forces found in the publichouse.

The column men were to enter the town by the -
Kingscoﬁrt Road at 12 o'clock nid-day. A scout from the
fown compan& was to sigﬁal the'pregence of the enemy in the
publichouse; the I.R.A. men to march down to the publichouse,
attack the enemy,'énd leave in a motor car to be held in
readiness outside the publichouse door. Thé four men had
assembled at Magheracloone on the Wednesday night, when word
was £e9eived from the Battalion Commendant cancelling the
operation. Thursday being the market day in Carrickmacross,
the Battalionlo.c. feared repr;sals on the people in the
market. _At the time the operation was cancelled two motor
cars had been commandeered and were held in readiness for the

following day.

The last.meéfing of the Battalion Council before the
Truce was held in the old house at Greagnarog on Friday, 8th
July, 1921. The following constituted the Béttaiion Council
at that date:—
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Battalion Commandant: P.J. O'DALY
Battalion Vice-Commandant: IF. BYRNE ~
Battalion Adjutant: : BRIANchMAHON
Battalion Q.M.: PATRICK FINEGAN.

) Company Captains:
Carrickmacross: D. SMYTH. Lisdoonan: P. CORRIGAN

Donaghmoyne: J. COONEY, Killanny: P. MOHAN,
Magheracloone Lower: T. MURRAY, Myle River: J. KEENAN.
Broomfield: . - P. McBRIDE, Inniskeen: (. MEEGAN.
Magheracloone Upper: P.V. HOEY, Corduff: P. MARRON.

" Bawn: 'P. McCABE.

Former Battalion Adjutant, Peter Finegan, was released
from prison a few days prior to the Truce. Captain Tom
Martin was serving a sentence of tweive months in British
prisons. Captains Luke Cassidy, Barney McBride amd P.
Donnellan were interned in Ballykiniar.

Convenient to the Battalion H.Q. at Greaghnarog was the
Battalion prison, where pérsons charged with criminal offences
from all over the district were tried, and, if conviected,

fined or imprisoned.

The Truce came into operation on the following Monday,
the 11th July, 1921.

LIST OF BATTKLION ON 11th JULY, 1921.

- . C .- . -

Lisdoonan Comng[ - Patk, Ward, 1lst Lieutenant; James

McConnon, 2nd Lieutenant; James Gartlan, Adjutent.

Yolunteers Frank Keenan, John McEnaney, Michael
Murtagh, Peter Corriéan, Peter Burns, Frank Murphy, John
Gartlan, Thomas Martin, Peter Fltzpatrick, Patk. Kirley, Brian

Brennan, Mlchael Brennan.

Corduff Company -~ 'Richard Keelan, lst Lieut., Frank
Marron, 2nd Liecuténant.




Volunteers - Michael J. Ward, Martin Finegan, Qwen
Finegan, Michael Marron, Patrick Marron, Owen Garvey, Michael
fox, Frank McGinn, Owen Mohan, Frank Mchan, James CIinton,.
fatriék Reilly, Frank Reilly, Biian Finegan,.Eugene Hanratty,
Patrick Ward, Bafnej McKeown, fete: Harron, Joe McEneaney,
Bernd. McEneaney, Patk. Clarke, John Lynch, Patk. J. Finnegan,
Maﬁthew Keelan, Bernd. Byrne, Fras. Mér:on, Alphonéua Marron,
Pras. Daiy, Martin Carragher, james Ward, James Ward,.Bernd.
0'Connor, Edward Cassidy; Joha Callen, Patk. Crosby, Thos.
M;rron, Patk. Callan, James Marron, Michael Garvey, Thomas
Ward, James Marron, Patrick Connor, Barney Walsh, Dan Keelan,
Michael Carragher, Barney Ward, John Connor, Philip McKeown,
Patrick Keenan. |

Broomfield Company ~ James Cunningham, 1lst Lieutenant;

John Hamill, 2nd Lieutenant; Hughie Hanway, Adjutant.

Volunteers -~ John Duffy, Bernard Carragher, Mick
McBride, Thomas Finnegan, éhomas Finnegan, James Hamill, John
Hamill, Thomas MéBride, Pafk. Mchodgr, OWeﬁ Kirk; Thomas
Pitzpatrick, Patrick Callan, Simon McQuillan, Thomas Duffy,
Patrick Byrne, HMichael Carragher, ihomas Cullefon, Fréncis
McGuigan. ' |

Magheracloone Upper combany - Patrick Smyth, 1st

Lieutenant; John Ddoéaﬁ;-an.Liéﬁtenant; Joseph KeCabe,

Adjutent; Thomas Murray, Q.M.

Volunteers ~ John Kirk, Michael Kirk, Frank McKenna,
Bernard Halpin, Patrick Murray, James Carey, John Martin,
James Donovan, Thomas Carolan, Joseph Clarke, Bernard Hoey,
Bernard Garland, Jerry Boden, Thomas Gardiner, Owen Donnelly,
Patrick Donnelly, John MbKenna; Frank Comnolly, Patk. McDaniel,

John Corcoran, John Hoey, James Hoey, Owen Dunbar, Dan Lynch,
Tom Mason, James Boyle.

Killanny Company - Thomas Barnes, lst Lieutenant;
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Peter Mohan, 2nd Lieutenant; Peter Finn, Adjutant; Vincent

Kerley, Q.M.

Volunteers - John Finnegen, John Duffy, Thomas Duffy,
Michael Kerley! Francis Mohan, Bernard McKenna, John Fimn,
Gerald Kerr, Jemes Finnegan, Patrick Martin, Thomas Hand;

Edward Hand.

Donaghmoyne Company - Thomas Carragher, 1lst Lieutenant;
Thomas Duffy, 2nd Lieutenant. ‘

Volunteers -~ MichaeI-Markey, Barne& Farrelly, James
Brady, Tommie Watters, Owen Watters, Jim chemén, Bob Hamill,
Harry McMshon, Patrick Markey, Tommie'Ward, Patrick McCaul,
B.VMcCaul, Joe Doyle, Tommie Gaitland, Tomﬁié Murray, Peter
Campbell, Péddy-Campbeil, Michael McMahon, Patrick McKenna,
Patrick McKenna, Frank Carragher, Barney Connolly, Peter
Coleman, Willie Costelloe, Frank Clarke, Tommie‘Meegan,'Owen
Campbell, Mick Kirk, Pat Goﬁnollj. '

Bawn Company - Thomas Greenan, 1st Lieutenant; Owen

Duffy, 2nd Lieutenant; Owen Gillan, Adjutant; John Jemes
Molloy, Q.M. '

Volunteers - Michael McCaul, Patrick Larkin, James
McCabe, Owen Kieran, James Duffy, Joe Larkin, James Coyle,-
John Marron, Bernard Coyle,-Francié McKenna, Patrick Duffy,
James McElroy; Thomas Finnegan, James Larkin, Peter Larkin,

James Dunnigan,‘P.J. O;Reilly, Thomas Darcy, Michael McEKeown.

Inniskeen Company - Henry McKeown, ﬁﬁo was 0.C. of

this coﬁpany uﬁfii wduﬁded; Sylvester Duffy, lst Lieutenant;
Bernard Murphy, 2nd Lieutenant; Michaei Meegan, Q;M.; James

Fitzsimmons, Adjutan.t .

Volunteers -~ Patrick Kieran, Peter Finnegan, Peter

Clarke, John Clarke, Patrick Deery, James McLoughlin, Charles
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Duffy, Peter Woods, Henry Meegan, James Kirk, James Kelly,
Patrick Pitzsimmons, Patrick Agnew, Bernard Agnew, Thomas
Meegan, Charles Cassidy, Patk. Cassidy, John Lennon, Patrick
Breen, Owen McHugh, Jon Gartlan, Peter Ward, William Quinn,
James O'Rourke, Patrick O'Rourke, Patrick Rooney, John
Murphy,‘Thomas Malone, Michael Fitzsimmons, Patriock Kearney.

Myle River - Thomas Finegan, 1st Lieutenant; Ehomés

Gilsenaﬁ, énd'iiéutenant; jamea Goodman; Ad jutant.

_ - Volunteers - John Gilsenan, Peter Gilsenan, Thos.
Murtagh, James Farmer, Michael  Farmer, Jas. Murtagh, James
McKeown, Patrick Boyle, James Bbyle, Pat Ward, James J.
Marron, Francis Marron, James Murphy; Pa_.tk. Brennan, James
McVeigh,wWilliam Loughraﬁ, Thomas Mcﬁeown, Peter Marron,

James Boyle.

Carrickmacross"companx - Paddy Courteney, lst

Ligutgnént; VArthﬁrvKéﬁé,-éﬁd Lieutenant; Harry Mertin,
Adjutant; Jack Farrelly, Q.M. - '

Volunteers - John Reilly, Peter Reilly, Paddy Reilly,
Paddy Kelly, John Slevin, Frank Slevin, Paddy Smyth, Tommie
Ross, Andy Cunninghem, Peter Connolly, Mick Reilly, Paddy
QtConnor, Edward Conlon, W. O'Connor, Jemes Downey, Paddy
O'Brien, Paddy Lynch, Patrick Mulholland, James Mulholland,
Jack Quinn, Pad&y McCartney, Henry Casey.

Magheracloone Lower Company - John Hand (John), lst

Lieutgnant; Peter McKitterick, 2nd Lieuta; Thomas éallan,
Adjutant, '

Volunteers - Bernard‘Carbqu, John Yurray, Peter
Murray, Hugh Hahratt# (Patk.), Thomas‘Hanratty,(Patk.),
" .Peter Mafron,‘John McKitteriék,fBernard Finnegén, John Hand
(Pat), Hugh Byfne, Laurence Crawley, Francis White, Michael
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Boyle, James Devlin, James Hughes, John Hanratty (Hugh),
James Réilly,-Thomgs Rgilly, James 3yrne; Joseph MeCabe
(Edward), Bdward McCabe (Edwafd), Terence élarke, Francis
Martin,‘Patrick McMahon, Bernard.MéMahon, Frederick McMshon,
Bernard Connor, ther-Connor, Nicholas McKéown, Pafrick

Lénnon, Edward Eelly, James Parrelly, Semuel Malcolmson,

George Malcolmson, Janes corﬁally, Patrick Murray, George

Murray, Patrick McDaniel, Patriok Courteney, James McMehon,
Thomas McConnqn,-Péter Hanratty (Frank), Michael Hanratty
(Bernard), James Hanratty (Frank), Francis Ward, Pat McEntee,
Matthew boqagh, James Gogarty, Andrew McEntee, Thomas J.

‘Whnite, Edward.Dufpan, James Hartigan, Thomas Hegarty, James

Hand (John), George Gartlan, Thomds Clerkin, Francis Donagh,
John Fitzgerald.

Mrs. Agnew (Miss R. Cellan), Corrybracken,
Carrickmacross, was in charge of the Cumann Na mBan in the
district.

Copy of Black and Tan "Proclamation"

.SOLEMN WARNING
To The Inhabitants of Carrickmacross And District.

Owing to the letters received at the police
barracka from the I.R.A. declaring threats on women and
children, the 20 Black and Tans of Carrickmacross
HEREBY CHALLENGE TEE WHOLE STRENGTH of the
Carrickmacroas Brigade and their invisible officer

commanding to name a day, place, and time to meet them.

All Sinn Pé&in membere and persons having Sinn Féin
sympathies in thls dlstrlct are WELL ENOWN to the Black

end Tans, who have respected them and their property,
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but upon the I.R.A. threat being carried out, or
even attempted, we,‘the said Black and Tans, are
determined to carry out the just punishment that

will be due for such outrages.

Signed. '
Black and Tans, R.I.C.,

Carrickmacross.

No doubt, the lively imagination of the Black and Tans
invented the myth of the letters referred to. - The Author.

The following is a copy of a further "Proclamation"

issued by the Crown Forces in Carrickmacross"in 1%921.

WARNING.

WHEREAS _

Cowardly assa831ns of the Sinn Féln Organisatlon are
continually murdering loyal servants of the Crown, and owing
to a Military Sergeant being assaulted in Carrickmacross last
Sunday night, we, the Black and Tans of this area, warn the
inhabitants of Gérrickmacross not to,appear“ip the streets
with their

Hands in their pockets
or in numbers exceeding iwo.

If found in gateways they will be instantly shot.

BY CRDER.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21

No. W.S. 57 30
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““ They rose in durk and evil days to right their

native land.”’

The Barony of Farney, situate in the extreme
southern.end of County Monaghan, comprises the five
parishes of Magheross, Magheracloone, Donaghmoyne,
Inniskeen, and portion of Killanny. In the events related
in this book that portion of Killanny parish situated in
County Louth and the district of Bawn in Aughnamullen

West, County Monaghan, are included.

PusLISHED 1949
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FARNEY IN THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM

THE EARLY YEARS 19141918

The old national flame in Farney, burning brightly
fromi_the days when Teeling’s history of '98 was written
in Dunoge Cottage, Carrickmacross, down through the
Fenian times, when John Daly of Limerick reviewed the
loeal Fenians under Rockdaniel Hill, carried on under
the banners of the Land League, the Gaelic League and

the G-A.A., culminating in our day by the formation’

of a company of Irish Volunteers in Carrickmacross in
May 1914, at a meeting addressed by Sir Roger
Casement and Eoin MeNeill. ' : _
The Asquith .reeruiting meeting in Dublin in the
Autumn of 1914 provided an opportunity locally to

-demonstrate the national hostility to British recruiting.

A train earrying local supporters to Asquith’s meeting

Jwas travelling from Carrickmacross to Dublin, and as
“a counter-blast to the loeal reeruiting campaign, a party
.of Volunteers from Farney eut the telegraph wires in

the vicinity of Carrickmacross. |
About September, 1915, a British reeruiting

* meeting attended by the local pillars of British rule

was in session in Carrickmaeross. Determined aetion was
taken,by the Volunteers to bring an end.to this attempt
to enlist Farney’s sons under England’s banner.'A brick
was sent flying through the window where His-Majesty’s
councillors were in conclave, and-the reerniting meeting
had a sudden end. On the same evening the Volunteers
paraded through thé town, Three of their number,
Donnelly, Ross und Quin, were arrested by the British-
controlled police, the R-I.C., tried by the'British Court
at Carrickmacross, and sentenced to two months’ im-
prisonment in' Armagh Jail, ‘

Patrick Pearse delivered an inspiring address at a
Manchester Martyrs’’ Commemoration in the Catholic
Hall, Carrickmacross, in November 1915. - Pearse -re-

L

minded his addience that Allen, Larkin and O’Brien,
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and their Fenian Comrades, “‘{ormed a ring around the.
UMBID Y}m puv uvarevolvers kept the howling English
mob at bay.”’

“ 4 For-Freedom comes from God’s right hand,
And needs a godly train; :
And righteous men must make our land
A-Nation once -again!’’

The release of the three imprisoned men, Donnelly,
Ross ‘and Quin, in February 1916, was the oceasion of a
-big Voluuteer demonstration 'in Carrickmsdeross. The
Crown Forces tried to prevent -the threc men from
reaching Carrickmacross on the evening-of the demon-.
stration by interfering with. the railway at Inniskeeh,
but this was eircumvented through the timely aetion of
Mr. Bernard .0’Rourke, who drove the three -men to
Carrick -in  his® motor _ear, That valiant Irishman,
The O’Rahilly, spoke at the demonstration on that even-
ing .and referred to the rising surge of militant national
enthusiasm, and the dawning day when British authority
in Ireland would be challenged in arms.

- The loeal Voluntcer companies paraded in. Carriek-
maeross on St. Patrick’s Day 1916.

The red glow of Easter Week 1916 was new at hand.
On Easter Saturday night the Farney members of thé
LR.B. held a meeting in the Foresters’ Hall, Carrick-
macross. Arms were distributed and arrangements made
to meet-on the following day, Iaster Sunday, in Mr. P,
J. O’Dalyls-house at Tiragarven. The R.I.C. were very
active in sleuthing the ,movements of Volunteer Officers;
but’ notwithstanding .the activities of the enemy, the
meeting was hell in Mr. -0'Daly’d house on Easter

Sunday as arranged. Orders were issued to the four -

Volunteer companies in the distriet, Carriekmaeross,
Corduff, Myle River, Magheracloone T.ower, and.- a
detachment at Lisdoonan to stand to with arms. and
rations for three days, but owing to the eonfusion at the
time avising from the countermanding order issued by
Eoin MeNeill, Chief of ;Staff of the Volunteers, no

further action-was taken.
1
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On the 5th.May, 1916, eight members of the Irish
Volantéers in Farney .were ‘arrested- by British Forces,
viz. : P. D¢ Burea, Willie Loughran, P. J. O'Daly, James
O7Brien, Tommié Nolan, Tom Martin, Paddy Reilly and
Tom Ward. These men were interned in Frongoch until
July 1916, when O’Daly, O’'Brien, Nolan, Martin, Reilly
and Ward were released- De Burca and Loughran were
released in the following December. Bernard O’Rourke
ot Inniskeen was also arrested and interned for a short
reriod. o [ L . . '

: The home-coming of these men was the signal for the
hational revival in Farney. The year 1917 heralded the
rapid. uprisc - of, the powerful national organisation 0f
Sinn TFein. Sinn Fein clubs were established in every
parish in. the distriet, and the people rallied to the
national call. ) .

In Mareh 1917, a contingent of Volunteers from the
district were on duty in the North Roscommon bye-
cleetion, which was won by Sinn Fein, the victorious
Longford election in June of that year, and the South
Armagh elcetion in February 1918, ' E Con

Mareh 1918 saw the formation of a number oi
additional Volunteer - companies in the district. The
threat of Conseription” by the: British Government in
April- 1918 found Farney’s sons.ready ‘to resist the
British. threat by armed.foree should the nceessity arise-

The ingenions -discovery by the British Government’
of the so-called *‘German Plot’’ in- April 1918 led to the.
aFrest ‘of: most of the prominent-leaders in.the National.
Movement, including Comdt. Willie Loughran of Carrick-
mMacross. : . . oL .

~i* The Wast Cavan clection of June 1918 was attended
by many Volunteers from the distriet, and one of their
number, Denis Stuyth, of Carrickmacross, was arvested
by British Forces and sentenced to six months’ imprison-
wment for possession of arms, Smyth served this senténce
in Belfast. Jail . -

At the general election of December 1918 the’
Volunteers were on daty at all the polling stations in’
the district’ »1id ‘their- presence in military formation’
had a deadening effect on the anti-national activities of *
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(ire Jullowcxs ol the Ii‘lsh AParty The Snm Fem candlﬁ
datc, Seati” Mclmtcc “db 1Lturuu;1 for bouth Mona"han
]J) an ov erwhelmmg maJorlty

PO HARP OR LION
1(A1r “Tow Row Ro“ )

nghbmus' last and hear from me
The- wond: gug news I’ve read. to-day—
Irelind’s Tove of liberty,
"Tis.said, is dead and possed, awey! .
hwh Jnen hm;e all grown wiser!
Now they'll heed no bad adviser.
. They despise their countr }‘stor Y,
All'they -lgve is Englund’s. glory; - >
Ha"la—ha! Ha—ha - ha! -
All they love is England’s glory )
Hamha—ha’ ) .

' -

N aw we‘all must g Jmeve te know
The déép of,fmce our fathen gave,
Meeting men“with thist and- blow
Whd' came’ to wob them and ensbuve!
" Weeishould: blush for their. zlldmnq,
Givé thelF erforsno- rénewing,
- wrdnd, unlike these old transgressors,
Never Hurt our isle’s oppressorst .,
"Ha—hi—ha | "Ho—ho—ha 1
: Never hurt 6ur isle’s oppreemrs"
ce v .Hw—ha—ha' ) :

' ‘OnEJ think of H'ugh O’Nedl ,
Thynderingrdown in_furious style,
L 'I’o assail, dith: Zead and steel |
0, The retwe.rs frpm our SISTER .isle!
: ,-Chwfs and ‘clans from all directions, -
- With. thew faf and near connectzmzs .
- Warriors bold and. swift uprisers,
~ Bushing-gn their * fcivilisers "y
o CH u——h,u—ha’ H a—,ha—ha'
' On ‘their Jmcwus i “civilisers 'Y ..

Ha—ha ‘ha'

€

.
.

-

-
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- Surely, frieids, the chunce is great .-

- To'cast d cloud on Emimet’s fame; -

Séoff at Tone and-* Ninety-Eight

And scorn Lord Edivard’s hb’ﬁb%‘é‘d name:
Then i guité' a loyal manner,

. Clip.and dye our own green banner,
And where shmes the harp, of Briuf
Pluce the mrmgy British Lion !

. o Ho—ha—ha! Ho—ho'—ha!
_ Ptaee the mcmgy Bmtwh Lwn! :
IIa—hw—ha' :

Truly, friends, it seems to wie
» England’s self ere, now should know
These are things she’ll never see, .

Let Ireland’s star be high or Jow.
That ’s the truth; who'er demes i,
Soouts at, ﬁouts at or decr@es It
Aids to spread mle mventwn,
Drawn_from where I will not mention !
, Ha—h"”ha' Hfa)——:ha—ha' )

F: on the place "HE wr ong to mentw'n?
Ha—ha—ha'

. | r

' _ U )X SULLIVAN.
e 1919L:1920 B

© After the' meetmg of thé first Dall int January 1919;
the Irish Volunteers came under the control of the Dall
Ministet for Defence, ' the: first Army, of.the eléected
Government of the Irish péople; and stibsequent:to that

. time they were referred to asthe Irish Republican Army.

. The hostilé Bfitish pohee toree, the RI.C.; + attempted
tothrottle 'the. machinery of:Government set up by thé

Trish people. - The LR.A. countered these ‘activities by

taking over all police duties.

Throughout Farneéy. nunierous’ TR A tr:bﬁnals were
held to. deal with criminal offénceés. The seftlemént of
ew11 dlsput% by Arbitration: . Courts was_fostered_and
encouraged by the political wing of the National Move-
ment, the Sian Fein orgamsatwn
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“"The Declaration” of hldepende11'ce"formulat:ed by the

Duil was exhibited“in’ thé window of Mi. Beriiard Martia,
printer, O’Neill *Strect, Carrickmacross, and for thus
periectly legitimate act” Mr. Martin"was ariésted by the

British police and sentenced t0 u month’s imprisonment. -

’I‘hroughout‘the" Summer and Autumn of 1919, ‘the

LR.A. in Varney ‘devoted, considerable -attention 10 -

stumping out the *‘puteen’’ traffic in the distriet, and so
successtul werelthey in this work, that this degrading
traffic was prdetically eliminated, In one house a lead pipe
weighing five stone, used in -muking the ¢‘ poteen,’’ was

captured and subsequently converted. into buckshot for. ..
~ use against the enemy. .

. _ a

. By the end of 1919 the British civil authority was
fast erumbling to its inevitable destruction. A well
organised Battalion of the LR.A- was now functioning
all over the- district, and on the formation of the
Monaghan Brigade, consisting of five battalions, I'arney
became the 5th Batt. - ' o
Ii” February 1920 forces drawn froimn the Brigade
area under Comdt. Koin O’Duffy attacked and captured
Ballytraii R:I.C. Barracks. Detachments of the 5th Batt-
from Corduff, Carrickmacross, Myle River, Maghera-
clooné Lower and Killanny took part in this engagement.

The R.I.C. had now withdrawn from their barracks

at Inniskeen and Corrinshigo. Detachments of LR.A. inen.

from the-Battalion area set fire to both buildings in, May
1920, . ‘ - o L s
About that period of 1920 Officers of the Brigade

were undergoing a hunger-strike in Belfast Jail, and a8 a

protest ‘agairist the tréatment meted‘out to these men. by
the British .authorities, the ILR-A. c¢losed’ down ~loecal

British -institutions and institutions friendly to._the

oceupation forecs for.a short period. * :

The Belfast hoyeott was now in full ._forée,‘ and: thé
Battalion set up’ a local committee to enforce-the boycott.

all over Farney. If our Northern fellow-countrymien were

to sustain their rights as Irishmen, they should have stood

‘in with the National cause..

")

oy
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- Eve'n thus be; in owr country’s couse, .-
Qur party feelings blended;
T4l tysting peace, prom equal laws,, .
On both shall have descended. ™~ .
14l then the Orange lLily be  "-570 7
Thy badge, my patriot’ brother;
The everlisting Green for niej - K
© And we for one another.”’
In June 1920 the mail car wuas held up by a party
of armed IR.A. men ¢n- the “Dundalk:-Carrickmacross

* road and the enemy mails-captured. During the:Summer

of 1920 the L.R.A. in the Battalion area carried out
numerous raids for arms on houses hostile to the
Republic and a considerable supply of armg was captured,
mainty shotguns. The R.I.C. mails were again captured
,on the Dundalk road in August 1920.  °

The Courts of the Republic were established in South
Monaghan in August 1920, consisting of a District Court,
replacing. the British .Quarter Sessions, and having juris-
dietion, civil and ecriminal,; over the then, parliamentary
constituency of South Monaghan. Parish Courts, equiva-
lent in jurisdiction to, the British Petty Sessions were
established in each parish. . .

The Courts functioned undsr a *f Provisional: Con-,
stitation ’’ issned by the Dail Ministry of Home Affairs.
entitled ** The Courts of Justice of‘the Irish Republie,”’
a eopy of which is still in the writer's possession- In a.
short time the British legal machifiery broke down,'and,
the people brought their disputes to the Republican
Courts, o . A ‘L

In September 1920, three sittings -of the K South
Monaghan Distriet Court' were held: 3rd September-in
Ballybay, 6th in Carrickmacross, and 13th in Castle-
blayney. The Bench consistéd of B. O'Roturke {¢hairman), '
Tom Martin (Magheracloone), Pat Conlon (Latton), Mick
Duffy (Ballybay) and Thomas Rooney (Qram). The
sittings .were held in the Courthouse in each town. The
enemy forces did not interfere, except in Carrickmacross,
where Sergeant MeGolderick and sdme other R.I-C. men
held a ‘*watching brief’” for the Crown. Subseqient to

r
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that: tnue, the Courts were subjected to much v1gllance'

by :the. enemy, but they continued to funetion in sehools,
loits, private houses, and, in ohe instance, in a cow byre.
'The Teecords are still in my possession, and over the two
years from September 1920 to August 1922, Distriet and

Parish Courts dealt with over 600 cases. I regret that 1 .
am unable to comprle a list of the Parish Justices, but -

thrée Justices acted in each parish. A word of-praise is
due to Mr. P, Marron, solieitor, Carrickmacross, whose
office was always at our disposal in connection” with' the
Court work, and to his elerk, Mr. Engene Magee-

The Dail had -set-up a-Ministry of Local (fovernment,
The Carrickmacross: Urban' Council voted- recognition to
this*Ministry- axid refused.to deal w1th the correspondinyg
British. Department. -

Action wag taken by the' IRA td’ clear out of the

-

district a particularly offensive -Sehool Inspector . who

néver seemed to-tire of pouring ridicule on the National

movement. A sum of £5,700 was subscribed in South.

Monaghan' to' the Dail Loan and transmitted to Head-
quartérs throtgh the constitueney treasurer, -Mr. Bernard
O’'Rourke. A raid on Mr. O’Rourke’s house by -enemy
forees. resulted in the capture of papers connected with
the: lodn: The..ehemy arrested Mr. O'Rcéurke and in-
terned: him in Belfast Jail.

By the end of August 1920 thé na.tmnal resistaince .
in Farney, with the T.RA. as its spearhea.d backéd by the"

Cuniann na mBa.n, supported by the Reépublican Courts,
the local' Counlcils, and the Sinn Fein organisation held
the upperhand The enemy had withdrawn from their
rural posts to their last strorighold in. the Battalion area,
their: fortifiéd' barracks in Carrickmacross.

o The Oth Battalion, Wad now organised in 11 eompanies
varymg in strength from 60 to 20 men, -apread over the
Battalion area in the. following units: Carrickmacross,
Magheracloone Lower Maghéraclooné Upper, Killanny,
Inniskeen, Donaghmoyne Broomfield, Lisdoonan, Myle
Rwer,, Corduif and Bawn, making a total of 330 men,
commanded. by the Battalion Staff, Commandant, V1ce~
Commindant, Adjutant :ind' Quartermaster For the

)

L
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purposes of organisation, each company was allotted thu
status of a COIpuILy, cven though — in some cages —
helow o company strength, commanded by a.Company
Staff, Captain, 1st and 2nd Lieutenant, Adjutant ;md‘
Q.M. The' Battalion- Council, which govemed the entire
Batialion ares, was made up of the Battahon Staff and
the Captain oi each Company. ‘

The raiding for arins was having a detrimental effect
on the national movement abroad, and G/H.Q. issued
orders that it was to cease- The Brigade -Comrandant
applied for special permission to colleet the arms in
‘hostile houses in County Monaghan. The necessary per-
mission was given by Headquarters, to operate for one
nighit only. On the night of the 31st August” 1920, ‘the
five Battalions in the Biigade area went into action to
colleet the arms all over County Monaghan. A consider-
able quantity of arms and ammmunition were eaptured,
but the Brigade lost five-men — shot dead — in- this
engagement, including Barney Marron of Curduff Comv
pany. A fe\wr men were also wounde\d

THE SOUTH DOWN MILITIA

‘(An old song that has had dozens of verses added to it
from time to time. Only a few are given here).

() boys, it-was fine, when in battle we did join

Along with good King Billy af the Buattle of the Boyne.

Says James: ' I'll take. the first train home it's more
than I can stand,

For the South Down Militia is the ferror of the lcmd!"

[ e

»

GHORUS

- You may talk about your (.)eumn s Guards, Scats
: Greys and, all;
You'may rave about your K tlhm and_your qallrmt
Forty-twa,
Or-any other regiment under the Hing J s command,
But the South Down Militie is l‘hc terror of the
and!
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When we went up lo London, in September, 762, -
The King tmd Queen and Dukcs were there, pmuduu
. < for wvmc
““ Oh blood an’ thunder!”’ says the Queen, as she waved
her lily-white hand,
““ Sure, the South Down Mihtm is the tenm of ‘the
lrmd' ’
: . CHoRUS.

When ;u uger heaad the regiment was landed at Cape
Gwn
“De Wet,"”” says hé, “‘ we're bet ' says he "the_; ve
sent out the South Down,
And D¢ Wet, my boyo, that " i true, we'll heeve to lease
“the I"rmd
I"m Hte South Down Militia is the terror of the limd !

Crorus.

When we went out to Flanders- to fight the awful IIun,_
The Kaiser seid to old Von Kluck *° The waer is nearly

done ! . ) .

i ne-vc:rl;‘hogg'r}it'thé Orange Drim would beat the German _
and— ,

Ohq the South Down Militia is the terror of the land !’

h (“‘Homjs.
When the Sultan heard the regiment was at the
* Dardanelles,

He amheﬁis out of his harem a'nd he grwe three awful

é (N

‘EeAlZah' Allah save m, save us or be dmmaed'

For the Som‘h Down Mzhtw is.the terror of the Z;md"’_ .

(.;HORUS

About 200 tins of petro] were commandeered by the
IR A. in Carrickmacross in October 1920 and stored for
future use. -

A contingent of the specially rc,crulted British police
foree,. the Black and Tans, arrived in Carrickmaeross in
the Autumn of 1920, and the time -had now come for the

~

o

"
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- Battalion to get'to grips with the armed imccs of the

ciemy in the distriet.
A Plying Coliunn, drawn imm South Monughan

(dth and Sth Batt. areas) and commanded by the O.C.
of the 4th Battalion, Comdt. Terry MeGee, was formed

- in Novembeyr 1920, but owing to the activities of enemy

spies this column was disbanded after about six weeks,
and a different method of column organisation adopted
later, in 1921,

The 11 companies in the Battalion area, were.in-
speeted hy Brigade Comdt., O'Duffy in November and
December 1920. Comdt. O’Duffy spent two nights in each
ecompany area, and in view of the fantastic stories one
hears occasionally concerning compulsion on the LR-A.
to undertake certain aetivities, it is well to state that
Comdt. O’Duffy pointed to the dangerous work that lay
ahead and gave each man the option to leave the LR. A,
if he so0 wished. Not a single man in the Battalion area
dw,llcd of this offer, .

At the end of 1920 the enemy garrison at Carrick-
macross was made up of 30 Black and Tans and 6 R.I.C.
men. They were well equipped with arms. - The enemy
foree in numbers was not a stiff proposition, but the
IR.A. were handicapped for want of arms and am-
munition. The entire store of arms in the Battalion
consisted of 12 rifies, a fair supply of revolvers'and an
ample supply of Qhotguns There was only a. sma]l
nuantltv of ammun ition for the rlﬂes -

JANUARY 1921 TO MARCH 1921

The Brigade 0.C, ordered the' five battahons in
County \onmrrh.m to .attaek the enemy forces in each
Battalion area on the night of the lst Junuary, 1921.

_Two detachments of the Farney ILR.A, men marched to

Carrickmaeross on that night armed with rifles and shot-
guns to attack-the enemy town patrol. One section was
posted on the Gallows Hill and the secoud section at

- Magheross. The attack was thned for 9 p.m., but the

enemy ot ‘wind’ that something was afoot, and the
patrol was withdrawn. off the streets at 8 p.m. and did not
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appear again on that night. The two LR-A. detachment‘s}

left the town at about’10 p.an. - I

- .- A spy-was arrested in the Battalion dres in January .
1921 e’ was- tried 'by*LR.A, -Courtmartial, -convicted of
éspionage on thé’Trish Army, and-executed. S

“On the night of the 11th-February, 1921, two sections

of TR.A; men'drawn from the’Battalion area entered
Carrickmaeross'to ‘attack the enemy patrol. One section
was-Posted, ‘as ‘on*the previdus ‘oceasion, on the Gallows
Hill, and' the second party on'the Church -Hill.- The
enemy .patrol wasion.the-town ahd came down the Church
Hill' shortly witer:9pmi, The ILR:A, men posted on the
Hill :opened fire and the enemy- replied with heavy rifle
fire: The IR.A, party .at the Hill was armed with shot-
guns only, and a.very poor .type of buckshot. The enemy
garrison at the barracks:sent up Verey lights, which
enabled ithe patrol «at the Hill to make effective use of
their rifles. Sonie of the: TR.A. men posted on the Gallows
Hill -advanced . wp- MeMahon - Street and opened fire on
the barracks from the corner_of Bridewell Lane...The ~
engagement lasted about ;15 minutes and the LR.A. on
the Church Hill*then swithdrew aeross the river..at
Magheross to the .Ardee Road. The L.R.A. soffered .no
casualties, but one,of their men, Larry Crawley, of Lower
Magheracloone Gompany, was severely injured while
crossing the river at-Magheross- Two of the-enemy were
wounded. On the 'day following this . attack, -Adjutant
Tom - MeConnon: of Lower Magheracloone, -who partici-
pated in the attack, was-arrested by enemy ferces and R
sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment, portion of which he ¥2mts

\\A Dartmoor Brisonier. » - .0 - ... .o ; -

T Bt yet, .0 long as time shall roll,
© " “In' characters of flame,
Upon o Ndtion’s-grateful soul
Is writ the ‘Felon's’ name.'’

-~ At .this stage of the.fight the Battalion Council métt
cvery. fortnight. The<meetings ‘were usually held in an
old ‘house in theitownland -6f Greagnarog, -in. Myle-River -
- Company area. -A full.discussion, «usually’ lasting from
-around 11.p.am. to:about.b.a:m.-on"the following morning, «

1
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took place at these meetings, as to I-R.A. activities -all
over the Battaliun arew. Puast cvents were reviewed and
orders issued for the coming fortnight. (ontact was main:
tained with . Brigade headquarters it the vieinity. ot
Clones or Newbliss, but. owing to the" diffitalty ‘of main-
taining eommunications, edch Battation had” practically to

- act on its ‘own initiative. The T.RIA. was viot an army in

the modern sense, it was aguerrilla foree of patriotif men
banded together in a lifc and' death struggle for ‘the
nation’s freedom, cafrying on under most difficult cir-
cumstances, and’ pitted” against ‘the mig}ht‘ of an empire.

Aun. ambush arranged for the night. of thie 15th
February, 1921, at Kednaminsha, in the Inniskeen
district, wus called off owing to thé unsuitability of the
position,, . ) - ' .

"On the night of the 18th Mareh, 1921, a party of
twenty. LR.A. men from the Battalion area, rmed with

: {

vifles. and .shotguns, occupied the Gallows Hill, Carrick-

* macross;,overlooking the Courthouse square, to attack the
-enemy ;town ;patrol. -The dttack was timed for '8 p.m.

The-patrol on that night, was out ‘the Shercock Road, at
MeCartney’s Cross. Two ofthe LR.A- men on their way
to the:Gallows Hill. passed.the. patrol at the cross shortly
before 8 p.m. It wis dark at that hour. The ‘enemy-patrol
made"ani effort to’ half” these -mieny ‘but botht.of thém: wot
throagn safely and:reached the Hill where tlhiey-reported
tlie- oceurrence to<the- officer' in' eliarge of ‘the LRIA-
party, Batt. Adjutant ‘McMahon, ‘Wliether'the jenemy’

serised-danger or'nat, I caniiot-say, but immediatély after

thetwd 'LR.A. meh passed. the cross, the patrol marched
rapidly back the road®to Carrickmaeross and: into their
bartacks, The I'R.A? party Teit the town-around 10. pim.

. APRIL 1921 ‘
~ The enemy forees were very active throughout. the

Battalion area, raiding for, wanted . I.R.A. men. "The
Battalion.delayed the enemy raiding parties. by. blocking

- practically, all:the roads leading from. the town. The -

active intelligence-arm of the- Battalion kept a watchful -

-eye;on-enemy .activities and an-in and out record of: their-

movements., Kvery stranger pussing through the-Battation
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ured was sub;cct 1o Lk A mtdlluem.e, and no risks were
take wien enemy intelligence agents were iolmd out.
Anbther enemy espionage agout Was captured uuring tows
yionth and shot. This man vas riddled with bullets, but
it subsequently transpired that he was wive, F'rom night-
fall to dawn wrmed LILA. scouts were on duty in each
bompany area ou the look-out Lor encmy raiding parties.
‘I'he Plocking of the roads hampered the enemy, and the
‘ruthless cutting down of informers broke his grip ou
outeasts inclined to give 1nionnauon to obtain sops or
-prwﬂeges Tor themselves.

© ~QOn the 6th April, 1921, the wail cir, Shereock to
Carrickinacross, was held up by the L.R.A. This was re-
ported fo the eneniy af Carrickmacross, and in anticipa-

tion of a patrol coming from Carrick, 40 I.R.A. men -

* under Batt. Comdt.- O’Daly took up an ambush position
in the townland of Greaghdrumit. The party was armed
with 10 rifles, grenades and- -shotguns, and remained -in

position from-dawn until nightfall, when they dispersed.

On the following morning at 8 a.m. an enemy Crossley
tender passed the ambush point.

THE KHYBER PASS -

Bmem; patrols travelled from Carrmkma.crom to
. Castleblayney frequently. Batt. Comdt. O’Daly ordered
35 men from the Battalion to.mobilise at the Khyber
Pass (called after the famous. hhyber Pass in India) on
the Castleblayney Road. Back m the fiftics of the last
century, three Ribbon-men lay in ambush at the same
-.place to shoot a loeal landlord’s bailiff. Two of the
Rlbbonmen were. subsequently hahged outside the Cmmty
‘Jail in Monaghan, where the County Hospltal now
‘ stands i
. _The LR:A. party at the Khyber Pass was, a.rmed
" with 11 rifles, 15 shotguns, revolvers and hand grenades
"They ‘were divided into thrée sections, one seetion of
"‘riflemen ‘was posted on the rock eommandmg ‘the road

‘at the Castleblayney end, a second section, armed with’

" rifle§’and grenades, on a limekiln on the’ Cd(rlck end, and
a third section” armed with shotguns took up a position
midway between the first and second sections. In order to
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draw out the encmy foreces, eertain actlon in the nature or
a decoy was taken by the I.R.A- The LR:A; party was in
position about 5.3V a.m, A long weary wait ensued in a
drenching downpour, ‘Lhe difticulty of obtaining-food on
occagiony 1ixe this was not easy to soive, but a few loa.ves
were brought from Mr. Fealy’s shop, and tea made in
Byvae’s of Corleek. 'I'he I.R.A. party remained in position
until 5 pan, when the 0.C. decided to disperse,. Two
amusing 11101de11tb possibly deserving notice are reeorded
The men were hungry, wet and cold, and one of the party
put up a loaf lor auction. The bidding was keen. Just
before the party dispersed, one man leaning aeross, his
rifle sorrowlully remarked, ‘“I guess the Republic is
assared.”’ The party separated and proeeeded - across
country towards their company areas. They had travelled
about three—qualtelb of a mile when an enemy car went
by the ambush point at the Khyber Pass.” A few shots
were fired ut the enemy by a small party under Capt.
Paddy Corrigan, but the range was too far to be effectwe '

) ATTACK ()N CARRICK BARRACKS -

The failure to eontglct the enemy in the open cowitry

“as deseribed on the 6th and 15th April left only one

alternative, namely, to attack their barracks in Carrick-

© MAacToss. The Battalion was badly equipped to face a

garvison fully armed with rifies, a machine ‘gun and
g;enadca and protected behind a well fortified barracks.

" Nevertheless, a detcrmmed effort was made to wrcnch

from theni their last post in Farney.

The Brigale Commandant ordered an attack on the
bharracks for the night of the 30th April, 1921. Sixty men
from the Battalion area were mobilised on that night at
a place known as-the ‘“ Bottle Lane’’ on the Castle-
blayney Road. The remainder of the Battalion hlocked
alt the roads leading to-Carrickmacross. The Nos. 1, 3 and
4 Battalions blocked the roads . leading  from Cloneq
Meonaghan, Ballybay and C‘aqtleblavney Short attacks
were made on the enemy garrisons. statmned at Castle-
hlayney. and Ballybay to keep them from coming to the
assistance of the the Carrickmacross garrison.. The Dun-

_dalk men posted bmpers on the Dundalk Carrlekmaeros-
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road to prevent'the British military-stationed at Dun-
dalk from rushing through. '™ - - - s LT

. The enemy; barracks wis the building now ceéupied by

the Garda Siochana, = i

The I-R.A. party at the *‘ Bottle Lane wa;s- in
charge! of the Brigade 0.C. Comdt. Din Hogan and
Batt, -Comdt. P, J: 0’Daly. Comdt. Hogan was accom-
panied by-the 0.C.s of the Nos. 3 aud 4 Battalions,
Comdts. Marron and: MeGee and the Engineer of the
4th Battalion,- J« J. -Connolly, C.E. There were 12 rifle
nien: int the. LR.A. party- and the remainder were armed
with shotguns- with about 20 rounds of ammunition to
each man: The.party was divided into six sections, anpd
the following was the plan of attack :—No. 1 section to

enter’ thepremises of Messrs. Daly Bros. adjoining the -

barracks' via'.0G’Neill Street, set a mine to the barrack
wall, retire to O'Neill Strect to await the explosion, and
then' tight their way into the barracks through the breach
in the ‘wall, drive the garrison out, front or rear, where
they were covered by LR.A. sections on both sides.
No. 2 seetion was posted to the rooms over Higgins’s shop
m McMahon Street, facitig the batrracks; Né. 3 section to
the rodins-—“over O'Hagan’s shop (now Bremnan’s) in
McMahon Street; both sections to enter these houses- via

Ivy Lane. No'' 4 séétion to the room over Hanna's (now -

Farnan's); facing up McMahon Street; No. 5 section to
the Trear.of the’barracks; and a few men were detailed

to-cover off the house in Farney Sreet occupied'by the

District Inspector of the R.I.C. The town Company under
Captain Denis Smyth liad taken over the premises of

Messrs. Daly’s, Higgins’s, O’Hagan’s and Hanna’s at

about 10'pnm. on that night. Around 145 am. on the
worning of the 1st May, 1921, the six sections of LR.A.
men moved from the ‘‘ Bottle Lane.’’ on the town. No.'1
section entéred Daly’s, set the mine to the barrack wall,
and retired to O’Neill Street to await the explosion: At
that hour, about 2 am., the other five seetions had
oceupied their respective .positions.

The-sections posted to the premises of Higgins’s and

O’Hagan’s smashed .the glass in the front windows in
acecordance with orders to prevent injury from the flying

I S
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glass. when the mine ‘would’ explode. The noise of .the
falling glass on: the street below attracted the attention

of the cnemy night guards. Thoy, came out to investigate. :

It was still dark at that hour. Shots were fired scrosy the
street by the LR.A. section in Higgins’s, The mine should
now have exploded, but owing to the- fuse becoming ex-
tinguished before it rcaclied the mine, the mine failed to
explode. . Lo
The entire enemy garrison, 35 strong, was now in
action and opened a vigorous' fire across the stieet,
mainly concentrated on Higgins's. The LR#A, seetion in
O’Hagan’s had orders to hold their ure until the gurrison
was driven out on' the’ street, and for a full hour the

_seetion in Higgins’s bore the brunt of the eneiny fire.

After an hour’s fighting, the 0.C. in chdrge in Higgins’s,
Vice-Uomdt. Byrne, sént word to O’Hagan’s to relieve
themi. Both sections now joined "in,~and for two Hoiirs

* - longer the hattle continued. The enemy made’ elaborate

use of Verey lights, and brought their machine gii ifito
action- A hail of lead swept the street on both'sides.
- The explosions of the enemy hand grenades, the
rattle. of their machine gun, the rapid fire of.the, rifles

- on both sides of the illuminated styeet, together with the

singing of cockney songs by the énemy, lasting for over
three hours, was the highlight in' Farney’s effort,in’the
War of Independence. T

At 5,20 a.m: the I.R. A sections: in- H-iégméfs and

O’Hagan’s were ordered to withdraw, At that lour the
block- of-houses fronting the barraeks was -covered with
buliet marks- The rooms in Higgins’s and- O’Hagan’s
oceupied' by the L.R.A; were choked with dust, and, werst

- of all, thelr ummunition was practically -ékhausted.;The

two sections withdrew by Ivy Lane. ‘As they marched out,
some members of the enemy garrison came. out on-the
street, apparently with the intention . of . burning Mr.
:John :Hand’s shop. The. I.R.A. section over. Hanna’s
(Farnan’s) wag still in position. A few shots. were fired
up-the street and the enemy took cover, -+ :

. The entire I.R.A. party then withdrew. They had

‘suffered _one . easualty, Lieut- .James MeConnon)" of

‘Lisdoonan, whe sustained a severe bullet Wound: -MeGlon-

’
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noir was taken to the LR.A. medical officer. Dr. Bvrni

s taki R.A. . Byrne
at Corduff, on that morning where his )\ifoundywaé
dresscd,and(he‘ls still happily with ns. One of the enemy

g;lrrisou was wounded. .
 Alter the.LR-A. had withdrawn, the enemy .hurned

down 'Mr, John Hand’s shop in McMahon Street. Mr, -

Hand’s-shop. was not used by any of the LR.A. men in

the attack on the barracks, and the only reason that can

Eaa(sisigned tor this act of vandalism was the faet that
nd way prominently identified wi ‘oreing’
Boltast o ¥ i with enforeing  the
THE HEROINE OF ROSS
(AN INCIDENT OF THE INSURRECTION OF 1798)

Up fro:;t fitful sleep we wakened at the first kiss of the
ay;

There was silence by our watchfires, for we knew the tusk

that lay

To be wrought to joy or ruin ere the sturs .should. look

again

On the gluces of our childhood — hill and river, rath and
glen. . - .
We were thinking’} of thé dear s th ; o fao
¢ o | r ones thal we_z left lo face .
And we prayed for all the brave ones that were tying cold
+ and low, - ’ .
And we looked upon the meadows staring blunk ayuinst
the sum,

T,hen we thought upon the future und the work that must

_be done, :
I A ) ' i . H
Fear! we knew it not, for Vengeance burned: fierce in
-~ every heart; o
Doubt ! why doubt, when we, but hungeied each to do a
. true man’s part? o
On to Ross!"’ our pulses quickened as the word from
- man to man : .
“Pussed _along, und brave John Kelly forward stepped to
lead the van. - ’ : |

. %
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Through the misty summer morn by the hedgerows bright
we sped, .

While lhe tark with joyous music filled the spreuding
dome o'erheud. _ C

And the itw’n iode up the circle, and the earth began to
snive, ¢ : . N

But our hearts knew nought of pleasure, they were cold
us ice. the while: . S

Silent oll, with stony gaze, and lips as lightly locked us
death - . '

On we went’ by flowering thorns tuviyh the bubiy
summer’s breath, - : )

On, till Ross was close upon us, then ¢ shoul resounding
708¢, - )

Aud like oceun’s waves in winter in we leaped upon our
foes! :

For u brief, brief spell they quavered, théoi_thet‘r mushets-
rang.reply, -

And our boys in htmdreds folling looked their lust upon,

Jo1 -the sky. . _ -
But, the empty places filling, still we rallied to the fray,
Till the misty summer morning worc into the dusty day.

Then a figure rose above us, ‘twas o girl’s fragile frame,
And umong. the fallen soldiers there she walked with
eyes aflume, . .

And her voice rung o’er the clamowr Tike o trumpet o’er

- the sew: ‘ . .
“Who so dures to die for Ireland, let him come and
T follow me."’ L
Then ugaimththe line of soldiers with a gleaming scythe
on high, ' oo ‘
Lo! she strcgdc;, and though their bullets whistled round,
they pussed her by, g o
And o thousand bosoms throbbing, one wild surging
-shout we gave, : )

. And we swept them from our pethway like the sand

before the wave, . :
WiLLiam RooxXEY.
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After the attack on the barracks, };ﬁemy raiding

parties ‘were very ‘active in thé district. . From the
Smnmer, of 1920 up to the 'l'ruce, the enemy arrested
approximately 25 I.1t.A. men in the Battalion area. These

len were imprisoned in British Jails, or interned in

Bullykinlar internment camp. Suffering the fate of an

Irish felon, they were as truly in the fighting line as the

men on the hills, o
“ We love them yet, ~
We can’t forget, . )
The felons of our land.”
") - ' >
Spread - over the Battalion area there were about

14 LR.A. men ‘' on the run.”’ These men were the back--

bone of the resistance movement. Armed by d:
night, they -kept moving from one friendlg lkllgsémﬁ
another, always prepared to meet the enemy with, a trusty
weapon. To fall into enemy hands meant -torture, or
- death; ox both. The men “‘on the run'"kept in constant
touch with their companies. No words of praisecan ever
convey. the, gratitude.of the old ‘soldiers of the Republic
. to.ithose: people. who- harboured: thé- men * on the, run.”
Risking the ever watchful vigilance of the enemy, these
people sustained the more active spirits of the LR.A-

.throughout the British reign of terror., This is.a happy .

memory that the Old LR.A. will ever cherish.. To the
bfave. girls. of the Cumann na, mBan who stood firm
throughout the British terror, and were practically in the
front: line, let more eompetent pens pay tribute, but the
Old LR-A. men in Farney stand in salute before these

h_e_roic women.
“Tve run.the outluw’s bold career =

.. And borne his load of I, -

His troubled rest, his ceaseless fear,
- With fixed sustoining will ;

And should the last dark chance befall, -

E’en that shall welcome be;
In death I'll love thee most, of all—

Taesap

A chuisle geal mo chroidhe !’
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Un the 10th May, 1921, a party of 12 I.R.A. men
armed with rifles and shotguns lay in ambush at Derry-
lavin on the Kingscourt Road for an enemy patrol which
oceasionally patrolled the Lough Fea Demesne as far as
the gate house on the Losset Road and returned by the
Kingscourt Road. The LR.A; party remained in position
until 5 4.m: on the following morning, but the enemy did
nat appear on that night.

5 Fling your banner to the wind,
" Studded o’er with names of glory;
Worth and wit, and might and mind,
Poet young and putriot hoary
Long shall make it shine in story.

‘Close your ranks! The moment’s come—
e NOW, ye men of Ireland, follow!
R Friends of Freedom, charge them home
Foes of Freedom, fag a bealach !’

THE FIGHT AT TULLYVARAGH

A Flying Column had now been formed in the
Battalion area ecomposed of 256 men drawn from the
11 eompanies and eommanded by Captain Owen Meegan
of- Inniskeen. _

This eolumn was mobilised at 5 a.m- on the morning -
of the 30th May, 1921, at Tullyvaragh on the
Carrickmacross-Castleblayney Road to attackean enemy
patrol cxpected from Carrickmacross. The column was:
armed with 12 rifles and a number of shotguns with
about 20 rounds of ammunition to each man, The ambush
position was in MecArdle’s plantation, about 600 yards
from the main road. The shotguns were of little avail at
the long ‘range, but would be useful at close guarters.
The rifte men were posted along the plantation ditch with
about 5 to 10 yards between each man. A few men under
Captain Corrigan were posted on an eminence on the
opposite side of the road. The hours passed on without
any sign of the enemy, and it looked as if the column’s.
mission was in vain—bui not this time. At about 3 p.m.,
while” the eoclumn iwere *having tea, Batt. Q.M. Finegan
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teported that an ey patrol was approaching . from
Carrickinacross direction, The riflenien iined the ditch,
the enemy cume on, ¢yeling in pairs, and were allowed to
reach the end of the columm s line when fire wag opened.

The following description of this ambush appeared’

in the /rish Independent of the 1st June, 1921: “Const.
Perkins wag killed in an ambush in the Broomfield dis.
triet hetween Carrickmacross and Castleblayney on
Monday. The story told by Distriet Inspeetor Mannsell
and nine other police who formed a cyclé patrol is that
they lett Carrickmacross at 230 p.o., and owing to a
heavy downpour of rain were obliged to dismount at

Lornmueklagh, a short distance irom the seene of the

ambush,

the R.I.C. had remounted, a big volley of rifle shots rang

from a distance of 600 vards. Constable Perkins, cycling -

immediately in front of the Distriet Inspector, fell and
the remainder of the party jumped from thejp bicycles
and began firing from g prostrate position en the road
which afforded no cover., '

A" hail of bullets swept the road and the escape of
the remainder of the party is described ag marvellous.
The poliee declare the Place was infested with rifle nests
and the attackers were evidently having tea, a large ean
of steaming beveruge with bread, marmalade and other
food being found. :

Empty cartridges were -strewn around, some of very

large ealibre, including Glerman, American and Italian,
as well as British make.”’ i
The 0.C. of the column had. to keep in mind the
danger of tho Auxiliaries, who were only a few miles
away in Castleblayney, coming on the scene, and he
ordered the eolumn to withdraw after about fifteen
mimites, The eolamn withdrew to the fields at fhe rvear
of the plantation, marched " rapidly- across eountry,
separating at differont points to return to their eompany
ureas. The enemy kept blarging away for ahout an hour .
after the column had withdraiwn, ) B
A short time before the ambush at Tullyvaragh the

. enemy - had: posted ‘up a ¢ proclamation '’ in- Carrick-

A small plantation overlooks the road, and Just after

e, o,

&
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npacioss “challénging the LR.A. to wmeet thein. Aminuni-
tion and vifles were in short supply, but the ¢ hail of
bullets ** that ¢ swept the road at Tullyvaragh was'thg

LR.A answer,

THE TRUCE

In the early part of June 1921 g big round-up was
carricd out by a British columm, 2,000 strong, through
County Monaghan, Entering at the northern end of the
county, they swept on through mid-Monaghan to b‘arney-
Warning of the enemy approach reached the LR.A in
Farney, and the Battalion spread out to the neighbouring
counties of Cavan and Meath until the enemy eolumn had
moved on towards Dublin. .

In June, four members of the flying column were
staying in Meathill distriet adjoining Upper Maghera-
cloone. Information reached them that an enemy motor
car travelled regularly from Nobber to D_rumeo_nrat-h on
Sunday evenings. Permission was obtained from the
Brigade Commandant. (Meath : being

an unoccupied house — on-  the Nobber-Drumeonrath

Road was seleeted on the night of the 8th June, 1921, -

but the enemy were cvidently aware of the presence of
LR-A. men in the district. On the morning of the 10th
June two cwemy ecolumns of Auxiliaries drawg Erom
Castleblayney and Kells swept down on Meathill and
Drameonrath  distriets. The enemy carried out an
elabordte search of the countrvside from Ballyhoe to

Drumeonrath and surrounded & house where two members’

of the column had slept the night hefore. Every effort

was made to traeo the souree of the enemy’s information, °

but without suecess. The ambush was ahandoned in view
of what had oceurred, hut it subsequently transpired
that the ecnemy car ceased the Sunday evening journeys.
At a meeting of the Battalion Counecil about the
middle of June, 1921, four members of the eolunn were

detailed to enter Carrickmacross on the following

Thursday to attack enemy forees in a publichousec.
- "At that stage of the War of Independence, and

outside the’
‘Monaghan brigade area) to attack this ear, A position —
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indec! loug before that time, the British had abandoned
all pretence of legulity. Murder, hangings, torture, buin-
ings were their weapons now. There could be only one
answer' to--this,” and *the “mission of the fowr ecolumn
members was to shoot down any of the ‘enemy forces
found in the publichouse. ' o ‘ -
The column Mmen were to “euter the town by the
Kingseourt Road at 12 o’clock mid-day, A scout from the
+ town company *was to signal the presence of the enemy
in the publichouse; the: LR.A. men to march down to
the publichonse, attack the enemy, and leave in a motor
ear to be held in readiness outside the publichouse door.
The four men had assembled at Magheracloone on the
Weluesday night, when word was reeeived from the
Battalion Commandant eancelling the operation. Thurk-
day being the market day in Carrickmaeross, the
Battalion 0.C. feared -reprisals on the people.in the
market- At the time the operation was canéelled two
motor *ears had been commandeered and were held in
readiness for the following day. )

The last meeting of the Battalion Council before the

Truee was held in the old house at Greagnarog on
Friday, 8th July, 1921. The following constitnjed the
Battalion “Council at that date:-— '

BATTALION COMMANDANT : P. J. . O’'DALY.
Bartavion Vice-CoMManpant: F. BYRNE.
Bartavion ADJUTANT : BRTAN McMAHON,

Barranion Q.M. : PATRICK FINEGAN.

. . ! .
CoMpANY CAPTAINS :

Carrickmacross : D. Suyts. Donaghmoyne : J. CooNgy. -

Muagheracloone -Lower: T: Murray.
. Broomfleld : P. M¢BRrmE. .
- - Magheracloone. Upper :. P. V. HoEy.
Lisdoonan: P. Corricay, Killanny: P: Momaxw.
Myle River: J. Krewax. - Inniskeen: (. MERGaAN. -
. Corduff : P..Magrrox. ..Bawn: P..McCase. .

Former Battalion Adjutant, Peter Finegan, was
released from prison a few days prior to the Truece,

Captain Tom Martin was serving a sentence of twelve:
months in British prisons. Captains Luke -Cassidy, -

.
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Barn¢y MeBride and P. Donnellan \'vere-i'ntn.arnéd ‘in
Bailykinlar. ) N k

. Converilent t6" the Battulion H.Q at (ireaghisrog
was .t_hg Batt.al‘;on prison, where persons charged with
criminial offencés froin all' ovér the distriet were tried,
and, ‘Il‘lt cpal‘v‘{gted, fined or .imprisoned. ,

~ The Trueé caine intd operation on the followin
a\;onday, the 11th July, 1921. ' . ¢

"THE NIGHT WE RODE ‘WITH SARSFIELD

. (On August 10, 1690, Patrick Sarsfield wnd 500
pl’cked men, guided- by the Rapparee chief, (alloping
(’Hogan, rode out from the besieged city of Limerick to
a place called Ballyneety, captured a siege train sent for

* to Dublin by King William, blew it, to the skies, and rode.

safely back to Limerick again).

The night we rode with Sarsfield out fv'om '-Limerz'(':k to .

ineel . ‘ . : .
The waggon-truin that William hoped would help in our
. defeat, . ] o .
How clearly I remember it, though now my hair is white

That clustered black and curly ‘neath my trooper’s eap-

that night.-

For I was one of Sarfield’s men, in years tho still e lad H

And to be one.of Sarsfield’s men what boy would not

~_ be glad? ‘
For Sarficld chose of all his troops thé beést imd- bravest
ones
To ride, and ruid the convoy’s cump thut brought thi
. }E:?ngbish guns. p ‘ y. ’
Twas silently we left the town, end sillently we rode,

" While o’er or heads the silent sturs in silver beauty

Ylowed..
And silently and stealthily, well led by one who knew,
We crossed the shining Shannon at the ford of Killaloe.

- The. Galloping O’Hogan, Iteland’s fiery-hearted son,

’T:qu he by many a byway led us confidently on,

il whetn the night was neerly spent we saw the distant
glow— ‘ L,

The English convoy’s camp-fire in the quiet vale below.
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Still silently and stealthily, of Savsfield’s stern command.
W ¢ close and closer drew the lines of owr devoted band.
“We must not fail, my comrades!”’— it wus Sarsfield’s
voice that spoks,
“For Limervick ‘and Ir elcmd s fate depend upon this

-

His happy deys of childhood on the plea.sant English
shore;
Per haps was thmkmg of his home and wuhzng he was
there
When springtime makes the L’nglz h land so wondcrfully
oL far.
At last our horses’ hoof beats and our jingling erms he
heard.
“Halt!”” Who goes there?’’ the sentry cr zed “Advance
‘ and give the word!” .
““The word 1s ‘Sarsficld,’. cr ied our Chwf, “and stop us
ke who can,
Hor Sarsfield is the wmd to- mght and Sarsfield is the
man”’
One bur sting cheer, one headlong chdrge, and sabres
: «  bright and keen-

. ytroke.

The paas—wmd of the W@llwmztex is ‘Smsfwld’-— strtmye

- but true;

And with that word upon our lips we'll pass the sfmtmes

. through.

Then when you hear my voice upraised charye boldl-y one
and all—

No cunnon from this convoy e’er must bark af Limerick’s
wall !’ o

The slecpy sentry on his rounds perhaps was musing o’er

Are hacking ot the foemen’s heads where-er a. head is

seeh,
The: Colonel Teaves his wig behind, bestrides a horse amd
* flies
To tell of Sursfield’s daring and the COnLoy camp’s
surprise.
We make a pile of caplured guns and powdei bugs tmd
stores, » .
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Then skyward in one flammg blast- the great exploswn-
roirs.

. Aad then we suny as back we rode, wzth Sa: sf@eld in the

van,

“Ho, Sar sjlield i8 the word to-night and Sa:.sfwld is the’
man !’

The m‘giht we rode with Sar sfzeld 1 shall always hold zt
eqr,

Phough he is dead on Landen Plain, this many und mcmy
. o year;
Though he is dead, and I am old, my hair all silver u,hzte
That clustered black und curly *neath my trooper’s cap
that night.
For 1 was one of Sarsfield’s men, while yet « boy in
yeurs
I rode.as one of Sarsfield’ § men, and men were my
eompeers, _
They’re dead the mosi of them, afar, yel they were
Ireland’s sons
Who suved the walls of Limerick from the might of
’ Englzsh guns!
- Denis A. MGCAR’IHY

LIST OF BATTALION ON llth JULY 1921

- Laspoonany CoMpaNy—DPatk. 'Ward lst Lieutenant;

James McConnon; 2nd L1eutenant James Gartla.n
Adjutant. G

¢ Volunteers Frank Keenan, ‘John McEnaney,
Michael Murtagh, Peter Corrigun, Peter Burns, Frank
Murphy, John Gartlan, Thomas Martin, Peter Fitz-
patrick, Patk. Kirley, Brian Brennan, Michael Brennan.

CorpurF CoMPANY — Richard Keelan, .1st L1eut

Frank  Marron, 2nd Lieutenant.

Volunteers — Michael J. Ward, Martm F1negan
Owen Finegan, Michael Marron, Patrlck Marron, Owen
Garvey, l\hchael Fox, Frank MeGmn Owen« Mohan,
Frank -Mohan, James - Clinton, Patrick Reilly, Frank
Reilly, Brian Fmegan Eugene Hanratty, Patrick Ward,’
, Barney MecKeown, Peter Marron, Joe McEneaney,
" Bernd. ‘\IcT‘neaney, Patk. Clarke, John Lyneh Patk. J.
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Fifitegar, Matthew Keelan, Berud. Byrne, Fris. Mar- -

" ron, Alphonsus Marron, Fras. Daly, Martin Carragher,
James Ward, James 'Ward, Bernd. O’Connor, Edward
Cassidy, John Callan, Patk. Crosby, Thos- Marren, Patk
Calla¥, ‘Juey Marfon, Michael Garvey, Thomas, Ward,
James Marron, ‘Patrick Connor, -Barney Walsh, Dan
Keelan, Michael Carragher, Barney Ward, Jobn Connor,
Philip M¢Keown, Patrick Kecnan. o

' Broowmrrerp CompaNy — James Cunningham, 1st
Lieutenant; John Hamill,: 2nd Lieutenant; Hughie
Hanway, Adjutant, ' - .o

MeBride,,, Thomas Finnegan, Thomas Finnégdn, James
Hamill, John Hamill, Thomas MeBride, Patk, MeGroder,
Owen Kirk, Thomas Fitzpatrick, Patrick Callan, Simon™
McQuillaii, Thomas Duffy, Patrick’ Byrne, Michaél
Carragher, Thomis Culleton, Francis McGuigan,
MacgnerscLooxr Uppir™ CoMrany—Patrick  -Smyth,
1st Tieuténiant; John' . Doogan; 2nd Lieutenant; Joseph:
MeC_&}be, Adjutant ; Thomas Murray, QM. -
“Véliiniters = Jémi Kirk, Michael Kirk, - Frank
McKenna, Bernard -Halpin,, Pairick - Murray., James
Carey, John' Martiit, James Donovan, Thomas Carolan,
Joseph Clarke,- Bernard Ioey, Bernavd Garland, Jerry
Boden; Thomas, Gardiner,, Owen Donnelly, Patrick Don-
nelly, John McKenna, Frank Connolly, Patk. McDaniel,
. John:Coreoran, John Hoey, James Hoey, Owen Dunbar,
Dan Lynch, Tom: Mason, James Boyle.

KiLaNNy CoMpany—Thomas Barnes; 1st Lieutenant;; -

Petér Mohan, 2nd Lieutenant; Peter Finn,. Adjutant;
Vincent Kerley, Q.M. . . o
- Volunteers—John Firnegan, John Dufty, Thomas.
Diiffy,: Michael- Kérley, Francis Mohan, Bernard
McKennd; "Jolin Fifin, Gerald Kerr, James. Finnegan,
Putrick- Mattin, Thomas Hand, Edward Hand. - .

. A - o -

Lignteénant ; Thomas Duffy, ond Licutenanif.

Vbhwﬁcers—, Michael :Markey, Barney., Farrelly, * .

James Brady, Tonimie Watters, Owen Watters, Jim

- Vol-amteers—‘-—;iohn‘Du‘ffjf, Bernard Carragher, Miek

DoNacRioYNE Compayy — Thomas Carragher, lst-

s
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Coleman, Bob Hamill Harry MeMahon, Patrick M

s el . t b 1 C 1ar
‘llfu_lllx}l_e-_-\_?}""an'd, Patrick MéCanl, B. MeCaul, Joe'DcEfllt;:
Pommle Gartland, Tommie Murray; Peter Campbell,
Pad(}y Campbell, Michael MeMghon, Patrick MéKenna,
Patrick- MeKenna; -Frank: Carragher, Barney Connolly,

’ .l’qter'{l‘o\leman, Willie Costelloe, Frank Clarke, Tommie
. Méegan, ‘Owen Campbell; Mick Kirk; Pat Connolly. '

. Bawn COMPANSE:— Thomas Greenan, gt Licutenant ;
Owen. Duffy, 2nd Licutenant; Owen Gillan, Adjutant;

John James Molloy, Q.M.

N.Valtmtcer’s-.—l\ﬁehael MeCaul, Patrick Larkin, James
I&chabe,.()_wen Kieran, James Duffy, Joe Larkin, James
Coyle, John Marron, Bernard Coyle, Franeis MeKenna,
Patriek Duffy, James McElroy, Thomas Finnegan, J ames
Lfgrkm, Peter Larkin, James Dunnigan, P. J. O”Reilh’
Thomas Darey, Michael MeKeown. S "

: INJ’:\TISI\tEICN -CoMPANY — Henry MeKeown, who was
0.C. of this company until wounded; Sylvester Duffy
Ist -Lieutenant;- Bernard Murphy, 2nd Iieutenant.
Michael Meegan, Q.M.; J ames Fitzsimmons, ‘Adjudtant. !

Volunteers—Pairick Kieran, Peter Finnegan, Peter

_ Clarke, John Clarke, Patrick Decry, James MelLoughlin,

Charles Duffy, Peter Woods, ‘Henry Meegun, James Kirk
James Kelly, Patrick Fitzsimmons, Patrick Agnew’
P:ern__ard Agnew, Thomas Meegan, Charles Cassidy, Patk,
Cassidy, John Lennon, Patrick Breen, Owen 'I\-icHugh '
Jo’hn Gartlan, Peter Ward, William Quinn, Jameé
O’'Rourke, Patrick- O’Rourke, Patrick Rooney, John
Murphy,. Thomas Malone, Michael Fitzsimmons. Patriek
Kearney. - ’

MyiLE River — Thomas Finegan, 1st Lieutenant;

Thomas * Gilsenan, 2nd - Licutenant; Jam '
e ;, 2nd - ; es (toodman,

“Volunteers—Joht (Hlsénan, Peter G ilsena:n Tt
Murtagh, James Farmer. Michacl F‘armer,T Jas. M{Jr;ca:goﬁl
James MeKeown, Patrick Boyle, James Boyle, Pat Ward,
James J- Marron, Franeis Marron, James Murphy, Patk.

‘Brennan, James McVeigh, William Longhran, Thomas

McKeown, Peter Marron, James Boyle.
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- CARRICEMACROSS Company—Daddy Courteney, 1st
Lieutenant; Arthur . Kanc, 2nd° Lieutonant; Harry
Martin, Adjutant; Jack Farrelly, Q.M. '

Volunteers—dJohn Reilly, Peter Reilly, Paddy Reilly,
Paddy Kelly, John Slevin, Frank Slevin, Paddy Smyth,
Tommie Ross, Andy Cunningham, Peter Connolly, Mick
Reilly, Paddy O’Connor, Edward Conlon, W. O’Connor,
James Downey, Paddy O'Brien, Paddy Lyneh, Patrick
Mulholland, James Mulholland, Jack Quinm, Paddy
MeCartuey, Henry Casey. .

" MacHERACLOOXE Lower. Codpaxy — John Hand
(John), 1st Lieutenant;. Peter MeKitteriek, 2nd Lieunt.;
Thomas.Callan, Adjutant. - .o :

- Volunteeirs—Bernard Carolan, John Murray, Peter
Murray, Hugh Hanratty ~(Patk.), Thomas™ Hanratty
(Patk), Peter Marron, John DMcKitterick, Bernard
Ifinnegan, John Hand |
Crawley, I'rancis. White, Mijchael!Boyle, James -Devlin,
James Huoghes, John Hanratty (Huogh), James Railly,
Thomas Reilly, James Byrne, Joseph MeCabe (Edward),
Kdwarl MeCabe (Edward), Terence Clarke, Franeis
Martin, Pairick-MeMahon, Bernard MeMahon, Frederick
McMahon, . Bernard Connor, Peter Connor, Nicholas
MeKeowi, Patrick Lennon, Edward Kelly, James Far-

relly, Samuel Maleolmson, George Maleolmson, James

Cortally, Patrick Murray, Gcorge Murray, * Patrick
McDaniel, Patrick Courteney, James McMahon, Thomas®
MeConnon, Peter Hanratty (Frank), Michael Hanratty
(Bernard), James Hanratty (Frank), Franeis Word, Pat
McEntee, Matthew Dondgh, James Gogarty, Andrew
McEntee, Thomas J. White, Edward Durnan, James
Hartigan, Thomas Hegarty, James Hand (John), George
(fartlan, Thomas Clerkin, Francis Donagh, John Fitz-
gerald, .

Mrs. Agnew (Miss R. Callanj, Corrybracken,
Carrickmaeross, was in charge of the Camann Na mBan
in the district. - !

(Pat), Hugh Byrné, Laurence -
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’

up in Carrickmacross about May, 1921.°
SOLEMN WARNING

To THE INHABITANTS OF CARRICKMACROSS AND DIS:I‘lICIG:I“

Copy of Black and Tan -** Proclamation ' posted

Owing to the letters received i T
i ; _ ] at the police barracks
{igmiagheBIl.R-A. declaring threats on womeny und-bhilf]iglz{lq
the 20 B \z}ck1and Tans of Carrickmacross HEREBY
éarriok;n;:cg;yq ];PI‘I:[Ed WH{?LhE STRENGTH  of the
s s Brigade and their invisible officer corr.
_man(:ﬁg S'co name a day, place, and time to me%?tﬁgﬁ
inn Fein members and pers g Sinn
poze A SILL Fed mber persons having
tl*oetlia %lnlpatnles in this district are WELL II%]N()S\‘I\?L\13
prd ;gytyacll)cuz%nd Ta.nfiiwljn:oRhive respected them and their
v, upon the L.K.A. threat being carried out
or even attempted, we, the said Black d?ldc e
determined to earry out the- just punishment fhaﬁr:;;ildll)g

due for such outrages.
' Signed:
Black and. Tans, R.I -C,
. Carrickmacross.
No doubt, the lively imagination of the Bluck anﬂ

Tans invented the mvth of v o _p
Anihor. fle Ty of the lettel!.r? rc.termd to.~—1he
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_ The following is @ copy, of i_lf‘\l,ﬂ’..#h??‘ ““ Proclgmation’”
issued by the Crown Forces in Corvickmacross an 1921.

. WARNING
WHEREAS

B RN ]

Cowardly assassins of the, Sinn Fein Orgdnisation”
are continually murdering loyal servants of the Crown,
and owing to a Military Sergeant being assanlted in
Carrickmacross last Sunday night, we, the Black and
Tans of this area, warn the inhabitants of Carrickmacross
not to appear in the streets with their

Hands in their pockets
or in numbers exceeding two.

Tt found in gateways they will be instantly shot.
o BY ORDER.

’

-
L4

A |

“ The night of thy grief is closing, and the sky '.in the
Eas-t s red :' . ’
Thy children walch from The mountein tops for the
sun to kiss thy head. ‘ oo ‘
O, Mother of men who are fit to be fr;ee, for fheir test
for freedom borne,
Th.y vacant ploce in the Nation’s race awaits but the

coming mornt’’ 3




