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STATEMENT BY PATRICK MCMEEL,

Coreyargsbeg, BEmyvale, Go. Monaghan.

I joined Carrickroe Company 6f the . Irish
Volunteers in 1918, Before Ié:l;& there ;nés no volunteer
Ccompany organisat;i.on in my side of County Monaghan.

I was in sympathy with the Volunieers !for gome time
before 1918. Charles Emerson, a wood-working instructor
in the Technical Education Deparitment, whose B
headquarters were in Monaghan Town, organised CarJ::ickr_oe
Company. This man availed of wisits. to rurel districts
in which he was holding wood-working classes !;o organise
the Volunteers, and after he organised our Company he

kept in touch with us.

At. the time Mr. Emerson organised our Gompany

there was a rule that no @ompany was to be organised

" without the prior permission of_the Battalion staff.

Enerson did not seek such permission and he got into some
controversy with Dr. Con @Yard who was-then I understand

on the Battalion staff,

At the time our Company was organised companies |
were in existence in Donagh, Ballyocean, Scotstown and
Monaghan town. Later companies were formed at Tydavent, -

Enagh, Knockataioon and Clara.

Shortly after the formation of the Company we had g
roll call of fifty active men, Our early activities
consisted of drilling, route marching and training in the
use of arms. Our first Company Captain was .
Mick McKenna, who later joined the National Army. NeKenna

was our Company Captain up to June 1921, when he was
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appointed Battallon 0/C.

I was an ordinary Volunteer up to the autumm of
1920 when I was appointed Battalion Quar termaster.
I was previous t0 this doing the work for John McGeough
who was my predecessor iﬁ.the rank of Battalion
Quar termaster. | MeGeough was a man of more advanced years
than ﬁhe average volunteer, was a Qounty Councillor and
never did much volunteer work, leaving all his duties;tq me.
McGeough was arrested before my sppointment as Batﬁalion

Quartermas ter.

At the time I was appointed Quertermaster of thé

Scotstoﬁn Battellon the Battalion Staff was as follows :-

0/C. - James: McKenna (now Superintendent,
Civie Guards).
Vice 0/C. - fThomas Brennan, Drumdescoo,
Adjutant =~ John McCsbe, Am.aD c.ag.h,
‘ "Glasslough. -
Quar termaster - Patrick Mclleel.

As: far as I cﬁn now remember I was appointed
Battalion Quartermaster in October 1920, The Hattelion
was then acting directly under G,H.Q., there being no |

Brigade then in existence in County Monaghan.

In June, 1921, a meeting was held at Knockstallon
for the purpose Of re-organising the Battalion organisations i}
County Monaghan into Brigade areaé. As far gs I now can
remember the staff gppointed for the North lMonaghan Brigade

was as follows :-

0/c. _ - James lMcKenna
Vice Q/C. -

Adjutant - Seamus McDonnell

When the Brigade staff was set up a re-election of
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officers was necessary. in the Battslion. The Battalion

o

staff after those néw appointments were made was as
follows':-
o/cC. -  Mick McEKenna (Formerly 0/C.
| Carrickroe Company).

Vice O/C. - Joseph McKenna (Civic Gusards,
Castleblayney).

Adjutant - dohn McCabe.
Quartermaster -  Patrick McMeel.
Intelligence‘

Officer -~ John McKenna.

During the years 1918 - 1919 and up to early 1920,
the routine work of the Volunteers was drilling, training
and the procuring of arms. One raid for arms which we
carried out in 1919 produced unsuspected good rgsults.

We travelled into County Tyrone and raided the ﬁouse of a

Unionist named Ealwood Hopkin. Mick Mcﬁenna was in

¢

chafge of this raid,_acccmpanied by abbuf:eleven others
including myself. We had only one Toy revolver amongst
the lot of us. e gained‘admission t0 the house by a
ruse and when inside got control of Mr. Hopkin and his
household. In the search of the house we located three
rifles @two large bore and one service rifle), a shotgun,
four serviceable revolvers and a large guantity of
ammunition of various classes and siges. During this
raid we came on a large vox which was locked. I demanded
the keys. of the lockfrom Mr. Hopkin's daughter. sShe
reluctantly procured the key and I opened the box.

I found that the box contained a large sum of money in
silver and notes with a book and pencil on top of the money,
When I saw what the box contained I locked if up and gave
the woman the key. As we were legving the house I heard
the woman telling her father that we ﬁere not 80 bad as

= we did not touch the cash in the box
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In our Battalion ares there wes a big Unionist

population who were well organised, first in the s ter

‘Volunteers and later at the end of 1920 in the B Specials.

In my particular Company in Brogan area we were living in
a mountainous district which was predominantly nationalist
and republican. In some other parts of the Battalion |
area we had a large Hibernian population which were

bitterly opposed to the Volunteers: end Sinn Féin,

The first military operation which we took part in
was the Tonysillago Ambush. Q& relief car containing
military mechanics was travelling to the relief of a .
disabled military lorry. We had been mobilised to
proceed to the scene of the disabled lorry and ’‘attack the
goldiers guar‘ai'né it when the relief car came in sight.
fle opened fire on the relief car Iand the crew evacuated
the vehicle, and "took to their heels" ecross country.
¥e burned the car. Aas the firing at the car took place
at long range there was 1ittie danger of castialties on
elther sids,

We lay in ambush on é_everal occasions for enemy
p,atrols:' which dig%’laterialﬁse. Plens were made to atteck
Clogher Barracks. It was arranged that the local Clogher
Volunteers: would furnish guides to meet thé Monaghan men
and take them into the position for the attack, A large
mobilisation of men from County Monaghan - (Clones, |
Newbl iss, Monaghan Town, etc., - marched to the arranged
ren&ezwous and the guides failed to turn up. We awalted
their arrival until near morning when we gave up hope and

returned home,

A house belonging to Unionists named Millers in
Auger area, South Tyrone, was attacked by some Volunteers,

a few from my own Company. This attack wae unofficisl -
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no official orders having been issued for the sgttack.

An exchange of fire took place, the Volunteers: being
forced to retire. This attack took place in 1620.

In May or June, 1921, plans were made to attack Millers
again... this time_ on official orders,nine or ten men taking
part in the attack. Millers: were B Specials and were
armed with service rifles. Apparently from the time of
the firast attack on Millars_their house was used by other
local B men who occupied the house at night for protectiion
purposes. The atta%kers on the second attack on Millars'
house pressed home the attack vigorously until ﬁhey saw
some lorries carrying a relief party appréaching their
positions which forced them to retreat. During the .
retreat of the attackers; the defenders of Millars' house
got out of the house and opened fire_on the retreating
Volunteers, Two of_tpg_dg?endena‘of‘Millars‘ house were

killed; none of the_attackers\was injured.

About March, 1921, we sent a few men t0 a place
named Rosles to econtact a man nsmed lLester who had been
very active as a 8py. ‘Those men lay in waliting for

Iester and when he‘a@proached they opened fire on him,

.wounding him, Immediately after the shooting the "A" end

"B" gpecials in Roslea aree ran amuck, buged out a

number of catholic houses and even fired into the local

priest’s house. This was a reprissl for the Iester

shootings

We decided that to let the "Specials" away with
those reprisals would not be good policy, so we held a
meeting to argénise counter reprisgls, and to severely
punish the men whom we believed guilty of the burnings.
I took charge of a party 1o attack the house of a man

named Leary., This man and his two sons were “B" men,

-~ ~
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TWe engaged a gulde who was intimate with t}w location.of
the Leary house and he took us part of 'the journey to the
house and then turned back, e had to approsch the
house in the darkness., ihen we got close to .therhouse
I placed men to cover the back of the house and one of

the gables. When the firing commenced we found that the

_defenders were using the front portion of the building,

80 a Volunteer named Sherlock and myself got.round. to the
front of the house., There was a raised platform at the

geble opposite that which our men had covered. I got on

to this platform and broke an upstair window with steck
end of my rifle. At the time I was; doing this I was fired
on from the window, & man discharging the two barrels of é.
shotgun at me. I got some of the charge in my face.

Then Sherliock and I got back to the front of the house

and opened fire on the eves of the thatched roof. Af'ter
firing ebout a dozen shots the imvates showed that they
wished to surrender. The father -and two boys. came out
with their ‘guns: over their heads and were placed under a
guard, 'me mother: came out carrying some of her
belongings with her. We then allowed the men to h.elp the
mother o remove all their valuables and helongings from
the dwellinghouse ag they then u.nderstood that the house
was being burned. We allowed them an hour to remove
whatever valuables they wanted to remove, We found that
the o0ld mother was hiding a rifle and ammunition in Bedding
gmongs:t other articles being carried by her. We burned
the house, After the surrender we 'gbt two serwice rifles.
g.ggbfé—barrelled: shotgun. Later I heard that a few

revolvers; were got also but were nbt reported to me.

Another of our parties attacked a house belonging
to a family ngmed Nixon's. A fight occurred here in which

Nixon was kill’.ed. Nixon was alore in the house. He was.
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an officer in the "B" Smc;ials‘énd had a bad locel
reputation. & riflé was got in the house. ' His house
was not hurned elthough the original intention was5 to burn
all the houses.

Another house attacked was Beattey's.  The attackers
on this house were beaten off, an attack was made oOn
enother house, T don't now remenber the name of the owners.

This attack was successful; the house was burned and srms

-captured, Tom Brennan was In charge of this attack.

On the night 11 these attacks were carried out
ve sent three- men to Roslea R;I. C. Barr-aeil:sa to keep the
Specials. from getting out from the Barracks. Those three
men remained at their post the whole night and -
successfully achieved thelr mission. The Specials in the
Barracks had "the wind up" and sent up wverey lights for
reinforcements. I had great. admiration for the action of
those three men on that night, These were all the attacks
which our Battalion carried out during those reprisals.
Those attacks are known since as. the Roslea counter
reprisals. The Clones Battalion also took part in the
nights: operations. ' I can't give any detailed information
abou‘t' their work whicﬂ I icnow, however, was successfully

carried out,

Flans were made to attack Specials' houses in
Augher vwillage, County Tyrone, on the night of 23ﬁd
June, 1921, the day the Northern Parliament was opensd.
I'n. Augher willage the population was: about seventy-five per
cent Unionist and the young men mostly members: of the
Special Constabulary. On the night of the attack I went
in charge of a party of twelve men to within a mile of

Auvgher on the Augher - Ballygawley road to protect, on that
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side, the men engaged on the attack. A courier was to
heve been sent to us when'it was proper for us; to leave
our position. James McKenna, the Battalion O/C., was

in charge of this operation.

It appears that when the attacking party approasched
the houses in Augher, which were sélected’ for attack,
from the rear, carrying petrol end other incendiary
material to set the housea on fire, they were gllowed %o
approach to within a short distance of the houses when
the owners. of the housés and all the local "B'men opened a
concentrated fire on them from positions in which they
were apparently awaiting them with exact knowledge of
the attackers' Iines of approach, Our men were foreed to
beat & hasty retreat.

-~

ﬁe; in our outpos:t, heard the firing and when no
messenger cgme t0 us with instruations, we thought that
the attack had been a success. We were anxiously
scanning the night aky to see the reflexion of the fire
showing. Wo saw no fires, and remained in our position
until well after the dawn of the morning - until sbout 5 a.m.
as; we were leaving our pbaition WO saw a man running some
distance from us, apparently intending to give the alarm,
‘and we fired on him, This: shooting By us brought a very
heavy return fire and we were forced to tight a vanguard
action for some dis'tancer in our retreat from the vicinity
of Augher. then we arrived home at Bragan we found that
the main body of the attackers on Augher had been home for

some time befare we arrived,

For the last eight months of the Tan War an
intensive boycott of Belfast goods: was in operation in owr

Battalion eres. One of the principsl activities of the
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Vokunteers in this matter was preventing the sale of
Belfast bread. |, Three of our mén held up a big bread lorry
at Emyvale. They were not satisfied to burn it where
they intercepted it; they drove through Bragan and into
County Tyrone and burned it there. The Special
Constabulary had got information ebout the lorry's selzure
and ﬁhey cgne on' the acene':just after the Volunteers: had
set the lorry on fires The s'pe;éials opened a heavy fire
on ‘the xfetreating Volunteers:, _and gettiing away 'from‘ the
vi¢cinity proved a haéaardouSa escapade, which was
sucaessfully accomplished. Another Belfast bread lorry

was also burned in the area.

Our sctivities dueing the last few months of the
Tan War also included several laid ambushes where we
remained in an ambush position for a considergble time on
many occasions, We were constantly recelving reports
about'SPecz.-ial Constabulary carrying out a ‘reg.ular

progedure of patrols or duties and we made several attempts

'in, 'Jiying in smbush for the pompose of attacking them.

To give one instance., °~ We were told by the .clogher
gompany about a regular patrol of SPedials which travelled
each. ni‘:ght on the Flve m{g'}%éad. A party of us wgnt at
least a dozen times; %o this road and remained in. ambush
for several hours but we never got sn oppor timi‘ty of

attacking the patrol.

On another occasion 'we_were told that if a 8inn Péin
Flag was put up. on the Tower on Tower Hill, Clogher, that
the Speclals would come and pull it down and thus we might
get an opportu.}lity t0 ambush them.,  On meny occesions a

flag.was put up at this place and was always promptly

-removed by the Specials, We had a flag put up and about

ihrg4 of us went to near the Tower hill and lay walting
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in an 0ld house on some hay for two days and three nights
for an opportunity to attack Specials attempting t0 remove
the flag.‘ During this time no‘attemp_t was made to

remove the flag. On the third morning of our stay in

the old house we sent a friendly man from Clogher into that
towvm for some food for us. We geve him cash to pay -for
what we required. This man when he went into the town,

called into & pub and got drunk and was arrested by the

police for being intoxicated. When we heard thie we

decided to evacuate immediately .the position as; we did not
know what a drunken man might do or say., We heard
afterwards that the Specials did not remove the flag until

three days after we evgcuated@ the old house.

In March, 1921, we s.eized the dog licence money.
'Wé had given orders that no person was to take out
1icencés— for their dogs. Notwiths tending this prohibition
a number: of" people went in to the local Petty Sessions
Clierk and took oui Iicences, On the 3ist March - that
evening ﬁhen all the licences had been issued, we came

along and seized all the money,

We carried out dozens of raids on mails; some of

those raids. were on postmen and others: on post offices.

Notwithstanding the strong hostile elements in meny
parts of our Battalion area — elements which weré . ',-.'.;v_'_
better ai'm‘ed thawy we were - and with all the s-,upp_ox;t of a
hostile Government who would not question any action that
the Unionist poguiat_iOn, incl uding the “B" Specials took

against the Volunieers or our c:iviliaﬁ‘supporters', we

carried out a series of acts which, if not on s big scdle,

provided us with the feeling that the initiative lay . in

our hands, and .the forces; of the Crown and their Unionist

"’\
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supportera:wefe kept.more or less on the defensive.

Cur system of exacting reprisals for wanton acts of
vandalism or worse had the desired effects and
preserved a control without which we could not operate.
That the Volunteers of our Battalion area justified
thelir existence from a purely military peint of view
is: a matter of 1ittle doubit. That we reaped some of
the benefits we hoped and fought for by the
establishment of é native Government, which included
mest of our Battallon area, is a matter of pure chance.
A few miles to ouwr North are located men who were up
against the same forces as we had to contend against
and who are now separated from us and Iiving under an -

alien despotism.

stanep Poduch Wewid

.u .
DATE 2% - Wan 2%y
519

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1013-23
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21

—

wmmss __ ng_),gqf—? No. W.S. 5390
4 | |



