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STATEMENT BY THOMAS FURLONG,

John Street, Kilkenny.

about 1908 I joined the I.R.B., in Wexford.
I was sworn in by Seén T. O'FKelly. Amongst those

~present were Ned Foley, Watt Foley, Bob Brennan,

John Barker, Sefn s_innott and myself., | 'After being

sworn in we elected Ned Foley as Centre, Meetings

were held every month. The princlpal matters
discussed at the meetings were the spreading of the.
< organisation and the suitability of persons proposed

for membership.

about 1909 I came to Kilkenny. Although there
had been an I,R.B. Circle in Kilkenny it was now
dormant.  About 1912 Seén McDermott came t0 me with

a letter of introduction from Ned Foley, I.R.B. Centre

in Wexford. McDermott discussed with me the

posgibility of restarting the Kilkenny @ircle, He

asked me to get those I knew to come -together and
restart the Circle, I knew .that Peter de Loughrey
was an 0ld T, R.B, man and I sent MeDermott to him,

Subsequently de Loughr_ey called a meeti.ng at which the
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following were present, Peter de I.oughrey;

Pat Corcoran, Ned McSweeney, Tom Stallard,

'mm Herme;;y and myself, Seé&n McDermott spoke a few
word;; -de Loég,hre& wae: elected Gar;gre; and

Pat QOrcox;an Depu'-l;;;' Centre. Heetingi:l whicl; wére izeld
freéue‘n-i;i:r- mex;e cbncerned chiefly w:.l.1.;h the #reading

of the organisation.

At the formation of the Volunteers in 1913, we

got instructions from Dublin to capture as many key

poasitions as pOssible- in the -Wlunteeré’. _ a im‘bl:l.c
mee;;:lng for the purpose of atar'g:l.ng the v:plunteeré was
held. at the Pe;rade and. w;a.; ;a.ddrt;ssed b:;;“'Rogr .c_ae-;ement.
som;-I.R.B. men, ineluding de Ioughrey; .succeedecl_i in |
gettin."g- on to ;l;e cou-nty. eomiﬁtee; - When the ﬁplit'
occurred the fasd_t ma:]ority went wi;.; Redmoﬁd; only
sixtéén remgi;;;]. lo;;all 'I;o the E:;.e-cuti;e_a-’, abou;. h;lf 6f
whom were 1. R.‘B._ mﬁ; ca';dually the e:ﬂ;rength increased
un1;11 éventuail;'v we had -;h.‘ree companies., I was g
member <;f "B" Ganﬁany 'me officeré of "“B" Company
wér;; 'j.‘om ﬂ:t'acy, ca-pta:-l.n; Jdimmie L-e;lor and

Martin Qassidy, meutenaﬁt;; we we.re visited frequently

by Liam Mellows and J,J, O'Comnell (Ginger). About the
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sp-r;lné on' 1916, Bamon Kelly came a;s organiger.

L;;;e iéw, t.he f‘i‘rz-n for which I was {vorking; got |
the contract for painting and. ;i.ec,ora*l;ing the thicea
' and. ofﬁc;;;' ciu;t;ré 1n Kilke'n;'ns_r- Militarir B:a‘rracks-;
I was;: superintendiné tﬁ; wofk; During the .course of
the; Job I sént wor“d to the Ba;r-;t'ack Serlgeantl flhat
I \-va.ni;ed.‘ poas;ssion ofthe comnanding Ofﬁic;r's office
fox; 'hhé pu..-r'pose of-p.a.inting, etc. Wnile I w;.s in the
Mng Offi;ct;r';e! office waitiﬁg f&- the Sergeant #o
e;ome 1;.0 h;alnd ;i.t &er to me; I m€d3 a h-a.e-,t; éurve_.y‘of 1t;
I no#:l,éa_d a p.r-és;wh:-lch was unlocked; On opening the
#resé I ;;e.tz;r an ;;VGIOPé ma;iied "éecret". inéide it was
another envelope marked "very secret"; inside it was
another envéloﬁ on wl;;*.eh the fdllowing waa-'pr‘inted.,
*this document;.' ﬁus; noi; be gllowed iz;to thé ha;zds; of any
#éréoﬁ und.ez; 't.he p@ of Off;‘uce;'é cwmg Ba.r;-a-ok;,
o comey aspeston of 0 10,0, 1 repiased
envelcmes abx.ld put them back :I._n the p;ee;;, a::Ld ;chen
natled the door. hen the Sergeant srrived to band

over the office he tried to open the press, and thinking

it was locked, told me to carry on with the work,

ﬁtt dinner time I reported-:the matter to



" handed them to Pat Gorcoran, He gave them to

4.

Pat Corcoran. He told me to bring out the document at

all costs, "even"z, he saild, _"_:Lf it is to cost you your

life", I brought the envelopes out that evening and

—_ e - - - At e - e e PP

I

einger o'connall who happened to be in Kilkenny and

stay:lng at de I.oughrey s. O'Connell c0pied the
-documents and gave the co,piea t0 Seén MGDermott, who
brought them to Dublin, Two days later I ‘replaced

the doctments in the press.

|
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The documents included a secret cods with

ingtructions how to use it, and the key for deciphering

1t. O'Comnell told me it was the most important

thing they had got and that they had been trying $0 get

it for a long time, I heard later that Volunteer
Headquarters used the key and by means of it dearned of

the orders which had been lssued for the arrest of
Mellows,
I also brought out of Kilkenny m.litai'y Barracks

a large gquantity of maps. I put the maps in large

distemper drums and. covered them with dried distemper.

P

Thomas MeDonagh sent word requesting me to get him a set

of 4-inch maps covering an area from Leighlin Bridge

I 4
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to the midlands. I succeeded in getting them and sent
them on to him,
I also took out "Gonfidential reports from the

war Front", and gave them to Ginger O'Connell who had

-agked me to gét them for him,

During Holy Week, 1916, orders were lssued to the

Volunteers to parade on Easter Sunday with arms and full

equipment, whigh included 24 hours' rations and £ield

AP p—_—

dressings. On Holy Satwrday I went to Wexford with

Peter de Loughrey, Jimmie Lalor and Pat Corcoran and

brought back a quantity of gellignite.
'we mobiliged on Easter Sunday as ordered, and were
under arms all day. We were dismissed between 6 and 7

o'clqck that evening when Pat Gbrcdran ;arr:ived back from
D‘llbl.;ll'l with word th-at the Rising v.;a.; o;ff; ‘ We mo‘bilie;ed
agairi o.n Eas;te; Monday and rem;inza-;i under arms walting
11;;:1‘;1-1.101;-10-1:3 mtil Wednesda;y eveni-ng., ﬁhen %e‘mre

d&isbanded on orders: from Q'@onnell.,

The plans, as far as I know, were that the

. Kilkenny Vvolunteers were to go via the Scollop Gap

and link up with the Wexford Volunteers.
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I was arrested about the middle of the
following week and brought to Kilkenny Geol.

The following morning I was brought by rail to
Richmond Barracks, Dublin, After about a week

I was sent t0 Wakefield Prison. I was released

early in June 1916,

. DATE Py 244 /757,
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