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Statement of Dermot O'Sullivan,

39 Rathlin Road, Drumcondra, Dublin,

I joined the Fianna -in 1913 under Captain Seé&n Heuston
and Madame Markievicz. I served in the Fianna until 1919
when I joined "CY. Company of the 1lst Battalion, Dublin

Brigade. -

During the Howth gun-running in July, 1914, I was
attached to Captaln Sean Heuston's Company. of the Volunteers
as a scout., I have nothing of particular interest to relate

except for a few brushes with the D.M.P,

In the summer of 1915 several units of the Dublin
Brlgade and Fianna Elreann were mobilised and travelled by
train ta Limerick. Limerick City at that time‘was
recognised as very anti-Irish in its outlook and it was felt
that by a show of strength on the part of the Volunteers it
might change the feelings and outlook of the people there,
A number of the Flanna, including myselr, t;avelled to
Limerick on Saturday evening and the remainder of the
organi sed far%y travelled on Sunday. We were billeted in
various friendly houses throughout the city. At this time
the Dublin Volunteers were armed with Howtb rifles and we, of
the Flanna, were armed with .223 which were purchasea by
weekly conﬁributions. When the train arrived from Dublin
with the main body of the Volunteers, the Volunteers and Fianna
formed a parade'and marched through the priﬁcipal street of
Limerick. During the progress of the march a certein section
of the people of Limerick became very hostile and threw stones
and bottles at us, and boohed and jeered us. Despite this
provocation, however, the Volunteers and the Fianna maintained
& Vvery high standard of discipline and no attemﬁt was made, on

their part, to retaliate. I know personally that this parade
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served the purpose for which it was intended as a number
of people who were openly hostile to the Volunteers before
that became very friendly as a result of the display put up

in Limerick. .

From then on the usual drilling, week-end camps and
aeriadheachﬁa, etc. were the normal routine of the Fianna,
We had definite instructioné to report to our authorities
the movements of the British troops within the city ares

and alsc to use our efforts to procure, by any means we

‘could, arms or ammunition. At the time we were merely

boys and we did not realise the significance of the
instructions we were getting. One incident I remember
quite well was the counting of the number of British troops
on parade through the streets of the city on one occasion.
Thé troops rassed down the South Quay and I was on ‘
Guinness's wharf counting them. Whatever the figures were,

I gave them to my Company Commender, Saptain Seén Heuston{

’ An Irish Volunteer Convention was held in the Abbey
Theatre in _ 3/~ /10~ /9/4 ﬂ at which I was present on
duty. I remember the Volunteer Executive wefa
accommodated on the st4ge and the delegates from all over
the country filled the remainder of the hall, My duty was
to fake messages from the committee to various deiegates.
I‘am sorry to say that I cannot recollect the personalities
present on that occasion or the nature of the business

transacted.

While the Remains of the late O'Donovan-Rossa were
Lying-in-State in the City Hall, "C" Company of the Fianna
were detalled as a Guard of Honour. . A We were very young at

the time and four of us performed this duty; one at each

corner of the coffin and we were relieved at short intervsals,
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As this duty went on night and day the members that

compri sed the Guard of Honour were excused taking part in

the funeral parade on the dey that he was laid to rest,.

Baster Week 1916,

The Fianna boys hed no knowledge that a Rising was
contemplated. The Fianna was, howsver, mobilised for a -
parade on HEgster Sunday but late on Easter Saturday night
the mobiliser came around and told us that the parade was

off.

' On Easter Monday I was in company with other boysl
Playing football in a field at the back of Mountjoy when a
warder's son came into the field and said, "Your bloody.
fellows have taken the G.P.0. and other buildings in
0'Connell Street and there's a rebellion on". Somehow or
other Irbelieved him streight away because I thogght he had
né reasén to make this statement and I went in and told myl
mother that I was going down to 0'Connell Street to see

what was happening.

About mid-day I went to 0'Connell Street and when I
got there I saw the 5th Lancers coming down 0'Connell
Street. There wasva single strand of barbed wire across
O'Connell Street which was between the Pillar and Cathedral
Street. Firing was opened from the G.f.o. and the Lancers
retired. I was not long in 0'Connell Street when I met a
Fianna Sergeant. I told him that I was going over to the
G.P.0. to see if I could be of any assistance to the |
garrison there and he said he wduld come with mse. When we
called at the G.P.0. we were told that they were not taking
any Fianna Boys there. We inquired for the whereabouts of
our Company Officer, Captain Sean Heuston, and we were told

that he was somewhere in Stoneybatter. We made our way to
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the Four Courts and we énquired there for Céptain Heuston
but they could not tell us where he was, We returned to
the G.P.0. and again offered ourselves. This time we were
toldrthat they had enough riflemen-in the building but that
we could be useful in carrying dispatches. We were given
a dispatech to take to the officer in charge of the Four
Courts. . On delivering it we returned again to the G.P.O.
and this time we were told to take another one to Bolands
Mill. On returning from Bolands Mill, we were drsm;ssed
and instructed that we wére no longer required.

o

Transferred from Eianna to a Volunteer Company.

Following 1916, the Fianna was re-organised, Seén
Prendergast was given charga-of ﬁy Company.- "C" of the lst
Battalion. Sefén Kennedy and Tommy McGrane Wére the two
Lieutenants. The Company's headquarters and mobilisation
place was 28 North Frederick Street. - I remained with the
Fianna until 1919 when I was trénsferred to "C" Gompany of
the lst Battalion under Captain Sedn Flood and the two other
Goﬁpany‘Officers were my old officers of "C" Company of the
Fianna, i.e. SeAn Prendergast and Sedn Kennedy, At that
particular time the Company was not very active. | It
raraded weekly at a house in Seén MacDermott Street where
drilling, lectures in the use of arms and of First Aid were

given.

Coming on to 1920, street patrols were organised by the
Company. We worked in sections. - Each section had a
definite area to pgtrol. Our instructions were that we
were to report the movements of British troops and to carry
revolvers, We were, however, specifically instructed not
to attack or provoke the Britiéh troops in any way except we
were attacked ourselves and in such an eventuality we were

permitted to use our arms. On one such occasion I was with

A
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a Volunteer, Seé&n Quinn, when a policeman passed ﬁs on. the
far slde of the street. Quinn was armed with a Peter-the-
Painter which he.pulled out and wanted to shoot the
policeman, He said he wanted to see how it would work,
But we had definite instructlons. to the contrary and I had

to use all my powers of pershasion to make him see reason. .

I can also remember on one 6ccasion when the Dublin
Brigade Council were holding thelr meeting in the old
Keating Branch of the Gaelic League - we, of "C" Company
of the lst Battalion were on guard duty around éhe vicinity.
I, myself, with one other whose name I cannot recall
(Quinn or Eddie Flood) were stationed about where the Art
Gallery is now, We were armed with revolvers and I was
carrying a grenade. That was the first time I had one in

my pocket and I can assure you that I was wishing the

. Brigade Council would come to an end quickly. Our function

on that night was that in the event of the Brigade Council
meeting being raided while in progress we wére to open fire
on the ralders in order to give members of thé Council in

session warning and time to get away.

Another incident while serving with "G? Company of the
lst Battalion,I recollect, was going out toABallsbridge
Post Office to seize‘a motor bicyele - Crown property -
which was to be used'by the Company. However, on going to
the place we found the.bicycle was not there on that

particular night.

All through 1920 the Company.was actively engaged
ralding houses and colleﬁting armse I remember on one
such occasion - I believe in the house of a retired Army
Colonel on Botanic Road facing what is now Playe;s"factory -

collecting in the rald an asrial bomb. My particular job

i~
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when we got to this house was to collect the‘la@ies and
assemble them in the kitchen while other members of our
party searched for arms. In somé part of the house this
bdmb was discovered. We took it with us to the Company
dump. Some time following that ra;d a number of the
Company were ordered to renort to the'vicinity of Amiens
Street Station, the idea being to make them openly
congpicious to the enemy to give the impression of Voluhteer
activity in the neighbourhood with the hope that & military
patrol would be sent into the area. To meet such an
eventuality I took up a position on Amiens Street viaduct
with this aerial bomﬁ and should an armoured car pass under
the bridge I was instructed to drop the bomb on it, I am
happy to say that no armoured'car.passed under the bridge as
I would bhate to think that if one did what the result of the

bomb attack would have been.

Active Service Unit.

Some time in December, 1920, four of us were paraded
by the Company Commander and were instructed that it was
Proposed to form an Active Service Unit and thaﬁ he had
selected us from the Company to attend the parade for the
formation of this unit at a hall in Sherrard Street, On
the night in question the four of us paraded as instructed

and when we got to the hall we found that there ‘was a big

- number of Volunteers from other units of the Dublin Brigade

present., We were all:lined up and asked by Commandant
Paddy Houlihan if we had any objections to joining the unit
which was to be formed that night. Of the four men of "C©
Company I was the only one that Joined the A.S,U,. Two
refusag for family reasons and the other was not selected
that nigﬁt. When the final selections were made,

approximately fifty men remained in the hall, We were
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addressed by Paddy Houlihan who introduced to us in a

fiery speech our new Commander - Paddy Flanagan. I
cannot recall the gist of Paddy Houlihan's speech. Neilther
can I say if our duties, as members of the Active Service
Unit, wers clearly defiped on that night. All T do
remember was that I was to gonsider myself a full-time
Volunteer from that nighf on, and that I was to be
available for duty for twenty-four hours of the day, if
necessarj, and that i was to leave my place of employment
in the Dublin Dockyards in order to ;eave my segvices free
for Volunteer duties. We were to receive £4, 10s. a week

= ——nm

by way of an allowance. .

The unit was divided up into four sections, éne and
two on the north side and three and four on the south side.
I was assigned to No. 1 Section and Frank Flood was my
Section Commander. Our headquarters was situated off
Johnson' s Co&bt. Instructions were issued to us either at
Johnson's Gburt or at a hail where we uséd to play

billiards in the Hammam Buildings, O'Connell Street.

On the 2lst January, 1921, No. 1 Section was detailed
to take up positions at Binn's Bridge, Drumcohdra, at 8.30
a.m. and to ambush a party of Bléck & Tans wﬁich usﬁaily
came into the city at that time from Gormanstown; We took
up positions as ordered - two of our Section at the corner
of Belvedere Road, two at the corner of North Circular
Road, Tommy Ryan and myself at Leeches's public-house end
two on the far side of the bridge on the short road that
leads in the direction of Croke Park, and two at Fitzroy
AVenue. The Section Commander's instructions for the
attack on the Tan lorry were that the lorry was to be

allowed to.pass through our first pair of men and when it
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came in line with the pair located on the north side of
Binns Bridge they were to open fire on it. We were all
to fire.simultaneousiy likewise when it came abreast of
our positions. The entire Section remained in position
until 9.30 and as no Tan lorry came our way within that
time the Section Commander decided %o wiéhﬂraw to a
position further down the Drumcondra Road in the vicinity
of Clonturk Park. His reason for moving to the new
position was,that as the day was advancing at this fima,
pedestrians on their wéy to work were becoming pretty
numerous and he did not want to endanger their lives unduly.

He considered that Clonturk Park area was less populous,

As we were on our way to take up our new positions the Tan

lorry that we were waiting on passed us by. We could do

nothing at the time as we were out in the open. Despite

our disappointment, however, we did take up our new

positions in anticipation of further Tan lorries coming
our way. Tommy Brien and I were at the corner of Richmond
Road. The remainder of the Sectlion were behinﬁ a stone

wall running along in front of Clonturk Park.

We were not iong in position when a Sergeant of the
D.M.P. came along. I suggested to Frank-Flood that we
should take him prisoner temporarily. He declined,
however, as he said his instructions were definite that we
were nqt‘to interfere in‘any way with the Dublin
Metropolitan Police. The Sergeant's name was Singleton,
and he was allowed to proceed on his beat. After about a
quarter of an hour's wait in our new positions, the
Section Commander decided that 1t would appear that there
was nothing doing for that day and that consequently we
were to disperse. We assempled in a group at the toﬁ of

Richmond Road and we had no sooner'done so when I saw a



L 2]

..
militéry van approaching ffom the direction of. Whitehell.
I sald to Frank Flopd, "We might as well bave a go at
this", and he reided no objection. As the van came
abreast of where we were assembled I threw a grenade into
it. I believe we caused fatal casualties. Almost
simultaneously with the arrifallof the van we noticed that
an armoured car and a few lorries of military were coming
in our diredtion from the ¢ity and another armoured car
and some lorries were also approaching our position fraom
Whitehell direction. It was clear to us then that’
somsone must have summoned the aid of the military and
Tans as the place seemed to be surrounded, We saw there
was nothing for it but to get out as quickly as we could,
80 we made our way down Richmond Road in the direction of
Ballybough with the intention of cutting across country
towards Clontarf. 4s we reeched the junction of
Gracepark Road we saw two tenders of Black & Tans
approaching us from the Ballybough direction. We
wheeled up Gracepark Road and into Gracepark Gardens.

At that timg Clonturk Park was open c¢ountry. A Lewis gun
which had opened fire at some of our section crossing
Clonturk Park (which was not then a bhuilt-up area) ooﬁid .
have brought us under fire. In fact, one of our men,
McGes, was killed as he was trying t6 get away. Cn

reaching Gracepark Gardens, Frank Flood drew.his revolver

. to burst open the lock of one of the houses which we had

intended passing through out to the back and escaping to
the flelds around the Blind Asylum. The lock of the
door jammed and the two tenders of Tans drew up in front
of the porchway in which we were standing and Frank Floocd
surrendered. Five of us were immediately taken into
custody and brought to the North Dublin Union. We were

placed under heavy military escort. On the following
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morning we were visgsited@ by the Igoe gang fromrDublin

Castle. Kach one of us wés interrogated. They
particulerly wanted to know where we got our orders from

and how we recelved them. We told them that we were just
stopped on the street by someone and given instructions
where to go. During Igoe's interrogation of Frank Flood
one of his men struck Frank across the face with the butt

of his revolver aﬁd told him to take the grin off his face,
Frank was wearing a perpetual grin which had, abparently,

an annoying affect., Tgoe pushed him one side and told him
that any rough stuff or shooting that had to be done he
(Igoe} would do it. When they heard my name and that I
happened to be a Kerry man one of his party said he was also
a Kerry man and that he was ashamed of me and tried to get
me to tell him where and from whom we received our
instructions. Very late that night Igoe and his gang again
returned, but the Sergeant in_charge of the Military Guard
refused to allow them into the room where we were in custody.
We heard him say that they were golng to take us off and
£inish us,'and I think it was due to the Sergeant in charge
of the guard that we were not taken out. We were
transferred from there after midnight to Arﬁour Hill
Detention barracks where we remained for two or three days
and we were agaln transferred to the main'guard room of the
Royal (now Cbliins) Barracks. We were detained here for
some time and then we were moved in peirs to Kilmainham gaol;
Frank Flood was the last to be removed. When he arrived in
Kilmainheam he informed me that his cell door was left wide
open and that he had gone as far as a small yard at the back
but was afraid to make the attempt of crossing the wall to
escape in case the opening of the cell door was a ruse, We
were in Kilmainham for some time when Ernest 0'Malley, Simon

Donnelly and Frank Teeling were planning their escape,
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Frank Flood knew of this and was negotiating that the five
of us would leave after they had got awa}. Paddy Moran,
who was also in Kilmasinham at this time, refused to go with
the escape party as he believed no Court could find him
guilﬁy. The day of the escape the five of us were
transferred from our cells on the second floor to cells in

the basement (known as the 'dungeon') floor, and when thse

escaped party were passing down our corridor they bade us

good~night and good luck but would not delay to take the
padlocks off one of our cells, The reason for our
transfer to the basement cel; was that Summaries of
Evidence were to be taken in each of our cases pending our

trial by Courtmartial. After the escape had been

discovered we wers transferred the next night back to

Arbour Hill, From here we were taken each day to Coilins
Barracks for the taking of a Summary of Evidence. Up to
this we had no idea of what the charges to be preférred
against us were. During the taking of the evidence there
was a doubt in the mind of one of the Black & Tans as to
whether he took a gun from me when I was arrested. He
asked me if he had taken a gun from me and I just laughed.
The President of the Court told us that when we found out
what we were being charged with the grin would be on the
other side of our faces. The five of us were arraigned
for each sitting while the Summary of Evidence was being
faken. Those present were Fraﬁk'Flood, Tommy Brien,
Tommy Ryan, Pat Do&le and myself. Three militéry officers
took the Summary of Evidence - a Captain and I think two
Lieutenants. The proceedings ;asted for about three days,
This Summary of Evidence was taken in a room on the right
as you go in the archway to the Square just north of the

Officers' Mess. Some days later Michael Noyek came into
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our cells; I think that was in Arbour Hill. Noyek told
us that we were to be tried by General Courtmartial and
that he had been instructed to represent us., We had the
feeling all along tﬁat we would face a courtmartial and

we decided betweon ourselves that when the charges wers
read out to us we would refuse to recognise the Court.
Keeping this in mind when Michael Noyek approached us we
thought that perhaps he was acting on instructions from
our relatives, He made it clear to us, however, that he
had not been instructed by our relatives, but by
headquarters and that he was to instruct Qounsel at the
trial. Having received an assurance from Michasl Noyek
that he was acting for us on instructions of Headquarters
we saw we‘had no option but to change our original ples
end S0 recognise the Court. I cannot say if we knew
definitely beforehand the day fixed for our triel. All
I can recollect is that one morning at 8 o'clock the five-
of us were ordered into a lorry end taken to the Guardroom
of Dublin Castle. On the way we had a feeling that this
was the day for our trial. We were correct in thisg
assumption as we were no sooner lodged in Dublin Castle
when we were taken to the City Hall where courtmartisl
proceedings were opened against us, As we were being

escorted from the Guardroom to the Courtmartial room at

- Dublin Castle we were handcuffed in pairs. I remember I

was handcuffed te Tommy Brien. - The handcuffs were
removed .in the Court room. T think the Court consisted
of six British Officers. I cannot even recall who the
President of the Courf was. Anyway the charge was read
out to us which was one of High Treason. The

Prosecuting counsel was a King's Counsel who was brought
over from England and we, the prisoners, were represented

by -Mr. Woods, K.C. and Nolan Whelan, K.C. instructed by
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Michael Noysk.

In viewing this trial in ret:ospect it seemed to me
.that the entire military Court were completely
disinterested as some of them were 'doodlingf and one
member, I remember vividly, slept through the whole
proceedings. He awoke, however, with a bang as'during
the Court segssion revolver shots rang out in the v101n1ty
of the Castle, We Jumped up and each member of the Court
who had his revolver in front of him took it frpm the -
teble and held it in his hand. It transpired later that
the cause of the shooting was that two detectives from the
Castle had been eliminated while the proceedings were in

progress.,

At the opening of the Court some of our relatives -
were present but they were ejected before the proceedings
actually started. We, the prisoners, were not put into
the box fér examination. The only witneéses examined
were the Police Sergeant (Sergeant Singleton) and the Tans.

(It wes ﬂﬁis Sergeant - Singleton - who was .
responsible for summoning the Military and Tans
which caused our arfest. He was sent to England
that very night for safety and we never knew’

anything further about him).

The trial lasted all day and late that night the Court
finished and the President announced that the findings
would be promulgated in dus course. - Late that night we
were transferred back to Arbour Hill._ On the following
night a military officer entered a large cell in which the
five of us were assembled at the time, and.handed each one
of us an envelops. On opening mine I read that the

Sentence of the Court was death. I turned round to
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Frank Flood, saying, "Well, we have got it at last".

On the following mofning we were transferred to Mountjoy'
prison where we were placed in separate cells in "C"

wing. One morning some weeks later Frank Fléod sald to
me, "I amhfor the condemned cell." The other prisoners
in turn came and to0ld me that they were for the condemned
cell algo. When I heard this I got my bundle ready to go
with them but just as T was ready to gb I was taken to the
Governor's Office and there a military officer read a long
document for me which stated that my sentence of death bag
been commuted. As he was smoking a cigar at the time I
told him.he need not proceed any further with the reading
of the document, that he could keep it and light his next
cigar with it or send it to the Vice-Regal lodge for the
Viceroy to do likewise. I told bim that I did not want a
reprieve, The mood I was in at the time was I felt I
should also share the same fate as my comrades. However,

this was not to be and<I was returned to my cell.

The last I saw of Frank Flood, Pat Doyle, Tommy Brien
and Tommy Ryan was their présence at Mass in é_separate

part of ‘the church on the day preceding their execution.

Two other men were also exscuted with my comrades,

The& were Paddy Moran and Tommy Whelan.

About six weeks later roughly about 100 pPrisoners,
incluéing myself, were joined in groups of ten and taken
from Mountjoy prison to the North Wall where we were put
on board & boat en route for Wormwoodscrubbs_prison in
England. I remained in that prison for about a week and
was transferred on my own to Portland gaol where I
remajined until about the end of August. This prison was

then evacuated. The prisoners incarcerated there were
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mostly the criminal type and I think it was regarded as

a penal séttlement. In addition there were about from
200 to 300 Irish political prisoners there. On the
whole, conditions were fairly good there. In early
September, when the order was given to have this prison
evacuated, we were all put on board H.M.S. Renown and
taken to Portsmouth at which place we disembarked and
marched to Dartmouth. We were very well treated on board

the battleship. There were quite a number of Irishmen

amongst the naval crew. Prison conditions in Dartmouth

were fairly good also. If we did suffer any
inconvenience, it was our own making as we purposely

failed to cc:;mply with prison rules and regulations..

I was finally released in ths late autumn of 1921.
I was one of the last prisongrs to be released as some
crux had arisen between Coiiiné and the British Cabinet
regarding prisoners who had been‘;epriefed from the Death

Sentence, or who were serving a long term service,

, [ 2 ~
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