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Evidence of Seén McConvillaéNO. W.S. 21‘“} 5

Ballynary, Ballinacor, Portadown, Co. Armagh,

I am a native of Lurgan, County Armasgh. I joined the
Irish Volunteers in Belfast in 1917 when tbé reorganisation
of the‘vbluntaers took place. I was then about 20 years of
age. W. P. 0 Riain was 0/C. of my Company - "A" Compary.
There was anlé one Battalion in Belfast at this time.

Sean D'Héill was Battalion hfﬂ., and the Battalion contained
four Companies. ™Wish Fox was 0/C. "B" Company. Each
Company was divided into four Secfioné for drill and training
pPUTrpoOSes. The entire Company was mobilised, most week-ends,
for field exercises on the mountains outsidg.Balfﬁst. Cne
of the Section Leaders in "A"™ Company in 13817 was Sean
McGauran, a native of Durdalk. This man had a flair for
axplosiﬁes:anﬂ went to the Engineers later on. A Seanus
MePhilips f}am the West of Ireland was & Llieutenant in "A"

Company from 1917 to lQEﬁ.

The main activities of the Volunteers in 1917-1918 and
191% were training, drilling, lectures on military subjects.
Some time in 1918 W. P, § Riain left Belfast and Joe McKelvey
replaced him as Company d/h. McKelvey was later appointed |
Béttaliun 0/C, and he was replaced as Captain of "4" Company

by Hugh Donnellf.

In April 1920 the destruction of the Income Tax (Uffices
in Belfast took place. These operations were the first
serious attempt made to carry out military operations in
Belfast in an organised and planned manher. All the Income
Tax offices in the city were to be done on Seturday night,
3rd April, 1920. T took part in the destruction of an
office near the Docks ~ Custom House Quay. Two men,
ineluding five men as a covering off party, carried out this

operation. All documents and books were destroyed. I

faannnt




cannot now remember how many of those offices were

daétrareﬂ on the 5rd April. I know, however, that in

- a short time later I took part in the destruction of an

office in Danegali Square West - Scottish Provident
Buildings. What made thls operation rather difficult
was the'faetlthat éhia particular office was guarded by
police as a precaution since the earlier burnings. The
police were placed on the street in clﬁsa proximity to
the building. Joe McKelvey, Seamus Woods, myself and
two others, whom I cannot now remember, carried out this
cperation. Tha-Pffiae'was éituatﬂ& in a large building
containing numerous other offices and was equipped with
a lift. We purchased evening papers and stood about in

the large entrance to the main building in a large hall-

~way. We kept an eye on the police guard, In this

particular office one of our Volunteers was one of the
staff working in the office, He gave us all the J
information about the lay-out uf thelorfica, the location
of the steff and other mstters usaful to know for the
successful carrying out of the job. On this particular
evening some of the staff were on overtime and at about

7 p.m. three of us rushed the door of ths office and
cverpowered the "Volunteer®™, We tied him up. There
were three girls also working a.t the time of the raid.
These girls preaante&_a Problem, as they got very excited,
soreaming and shouting. We had to tie them up also, as
they were liable to gi#a the alarm and so make the
operation ineffective. A caretaker was alén on duty at

the tlme, but did not show up to us,

The idea in those operations ﬁas to destroy the

papers and books only. The destruction of the entire
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office by fire would cause considerable danger to all
nelghbouring buildings and we did not then desire any

such complications. All boocks and paﬁars for destruction
were put into the fire grates, sprinkled with paraffin oil
and set alight. During the act of lighting one of the
"fires", Seamus Woods got his bﬂir and eyebrows singed by
a slight explosion which took place due to paraffin

vapour.

In January, 1920, a friendly British soldier then
stationed in Kilroot.Fort near Carrickférgus got in touch
with Joe McKelvey and informed M@Kelvey that arms and
ammuni tion could be procured at the Fort by raiding for
them. The soldier gave particulars as to the best time to
carry out the raid and other particulars concerning the
Fort and its garrison necessary to ensure the least danger
of detection during the carrying‘out of the operation.
MecKelvey p&&a Plans for carrying out thaloperatian which
ineluded that the friendly soldier should apply for a
week's leave and be available to accompeny the raiders.
This part of the plan was intended to ansura‘that ‘the
soldier would not attempt to let ﬁs down or to place a trap
for us during the raid. Joe Manlvay, “Wishﬁ Fox, Hugh
Donnelly and myself were amongst the two motor loeds -
twelve in all - who proceeded to the scene of the intended
raid, the soldier being with us. Whﬂﬁ we arrived at the
Fort we were 1n a position in full view of a sentry whom we
could plainly see when he passed a light as he marched on
his beat in the darkness. As we were 1in complete darkness,
the sentry cﬁulﬂ not see us. We proceeded to cut
telegraphic and telephcna.wirés leading from thé Fort. As
we ‘'were delayed in getting out to the Fort, by the time the
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'wiraaﬂwera cut soldiers who were out on a night pass began
arriving in our viciﬁity acﬁnmpaniad by thﬂir girl friends.
Some of our men held up a number of those soldiers and
questioned them about the strength in earrison in the Fort,
eta; A number of those soldiers' stories tallie& and went
to show that the strength of the garrison was very much
greater than ths friendly soldier's wversion to McKelvey.
MﬁK&lv&y and "Wish" Fox had a consultation and later they
informed us that it would be impossible to carry out the
raid successfully, and we returned back to Belfast. In .
order to prevent any alarm being given which would make our
return journey to Belfast dangerous we, 1n our own car,
toock two of the captured salﬂiafs and tpsir girl friemds

with us to Belfast and released them there.

In July 1920, the pogrom started in Belfast amongst
shipyard workers on Queen's Island. The pogrom rapidly
.spréad all over the city. Our Company was detailed for
duty guarding Clonard Munastary.' This Monastery is
situated in a border district where the Shankill Road and
the Falls Road are close to each other caﬁnecteﬁ by Cupar
Street, which was subject to intermittent gun firing and
sniping. We had to be constantly on the slert to prevent

raids into Catholic districts or attacks on the Monastery.

About August, 1530, Hugh Donnelly, who was Company
Captain, got information about arms being stored in a2 house
in the city suburbs - Castlereigh distriect. Donnelly took
charge of the raid and amongst those participeting were Joe
Smyth, Hugh Donnelly and my brother and myself. Joe Smyth
went to the door of the house and rapped on it. We |
concealed ourselves behind the ﬁOrch. 4 son of the owner
- of the house, when opening the door, became suspicicué, and

/e



S

he and his father opened fire on us, rendering the attempt
to rald the house abortive. Shortly after this the house
in which ﬁy brother and I liveﬁ with my aunt was attacked
b§ an Orange mobd and destroyed ﬁu such an extent that we
were forced to evacuate the place. This house was located
in an Orange district and we had to clear out.: To
illustrate how difficult 1t was made for a Catholic family
to evecuate from an Orange district, I may mention ﬁhat we
haﬁ to meke very secret arrangements to have our furniture
and belongings ready for removal at 6 a,m, At this early
hour the Orange rowdies would .not be about in large nymbers.
As it was a usual practice for the hrangamen té allow a
Catholic evacuating one of their districts: to pack
undisturbed all their furniture and belongings on a
conveyance and then to attack and burn all up, this plan
made the act of burhing easier and tended to create a famine
in transport facilities. In our case we éallqd'on two
Volunteer. friends to help us in protecting the Temoval of
our belongings. On each street corner on our way out a
number of Orangemen were assembled and we had to "run the
gauntlet™ at all those places, As our convoy comprised
four armed men, the danger of our attackers getting shot .

restrained those watchers from attacking us,

We left Belfast and came to Lurgan, and my brother and
I jﬁined the Lurgan Volunteers. At this time Michael
Murney was Battalion ﬁfc of Lurgan Battalion, Barney McAnn
was Battalion Adjutant and Hugh HbShﬂna was Battalion
Quartermaster. Shortly after ﬁur arrival in Lurgan I took
Part in the general raid for arms. When this rald took
place I had been appointed 0/C. of ﬂeprgtr;ana Company, and
in the ralds for arms I was in charge of this Company,
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The first night's railding was éarried out as a surprise
affalr and the }aiding of each house visited presented no
opposlition or difficulties. On this night we carried out
8ix suﬁcessful raids apd at .the seventh house we were met
with determined oﬁposition. The owner was an old man end
he made a determined show of resistance and we d4id not
press the matter, Tt was impossible for us to raid all
the ﬁ}acas in our Company area in one night, so we had to
finish the plsces ﬁut raided on the firat night later. In
the first nighf's raiding e number of our men were unarmsd,
except for sticks. Arms were very scarce with us. After
the firat night's raids we had as mﬁch arms as we fequirad
for subsequent raids, principally shot guns and revolvers.
On the second night's raiding, we had not the advantage of
surprise which axistaﬂlnn the first night. Gn.tha second
night welaarriad out raids on ﬁwu houses, and got away

without much fusﬁ. On the third night-we tackled what was

‘considered to be a tough job in reiding the house of two

Orange brcthers'?hnm.we knew would put'up a fight. When
we approached the vieinity of the house the brothers, .who
were apparently watching out for us in bhiding, opened fire
as we approaqhsd. We returned their fire and we had later
to relinquish our attempt to raid the place. There were a
number of friendly houéea in the Company area, and we
arranged that those people would hand uve% their guns.
Later thﬁse people reported to the police that their houses

had been raided and guns taken away.

On the 8th December, 1920 - it was a Church Holiday =
we mobilised and burned Birches evacuated R,I.C. barracks
and adjoining Courthouse. This operation was carried out

in an notorious Orange district. To carry out any I.R.A.,
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activity in that ares was fraught with the greatest danger,
as there was a large number of armed B/Specials in the
viecinity. This operation was carried out in day time.

We had £0Ihald up and make priscner of all hostile people
wa.encountered near the barracks. We had also to
commandeer the incendiary material -fparaffin oll - from
local shopkeepers. We were able to ca;ry out a practical
destruction of both barracks and courthouse and to leave
the district without opposition or attack from any locsl
opponents. Over a year after this operation & local
Volunteer named Robinson, who was seen In the vicinity of
the barrﬁcks when it was burned but who took no part in the
operation, was shot dead by_B/Sﬁeeiala. The onl} apparent
raaéon for this shooting of Roblnson waé as a reprisal for

the burnings.

In our battalicn area the population was very much
mixed politically with a most hostile Orange majority of
approximately 67% of the population. Of the 33% of
Natiénalists_the A.0.H, had & ma jority of aﬁhﬁreﬁts and the
Republicans could only claim about 15% of supporters amongst
the entire population. Later on, when the Volunteers
became active in a military way, tha.volunteers gained
support from the ﬁihernians, Even had we the enthusiastic
support of the entire Hibernian organisastion in our

battalion area we would still be outnumbered two to one by

-our Unionist rivals. Amongst the Orange population 80% of

the young men were members of the "B"™ or "C" Special
constabulary. ;n addition to the "B" and "C" class
Specials, in the rural districts, the towns of Lurgan and
Portadown were garrisoned by large numbers of A/Specials in
addition to the usual R,I.C. strength. Our whﬁle battalion
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area was covered by heavy B/Speciel patrols each night.
Those men were all well armed and being locals had
personal knowledge of each'inﬂi{ridual Volunteer being, in
most cases, next door nelghbours to each other. From the
above it will be seen that the carrying out of any
extensive military operations was not practicable., TEven
to attempt minor operations, such as cutting Post Office
wira, raiding for mails, ete. entalled grave risks. Thﬂt.
we cérried cut a programme of aﬂtivitiag in the face of
such overwhelming opposition is a n;att.er of pride as we
fesl that we have amply Jjustified our existence by a
ccntinunua programme of small activitlies which must have
caused the Britishlﬁuthnrities much worry and annoyance,
The raiding and arrests that were a constant feature of
the times from November 1920 onwards did not cause a
break down in our effort to carry on. All active
Volunteers in the Battalion area were on the 'run', and
the feat of evading arrestxwith a person's next door
neighbour as# working enthusiasticelly for his .capture was
in itself some achievement. That operetions did continus
under such conditions up to the Truce in 1921 is a tribute
to those who survivaﬂ..

From November 1920 onwards the activities in my
battalion_ﬁraa were the cutting of communications, wires,
roads, railways. Those activites were of a diversionery
nature and designed to keep the British Authorities in a
constant state of annoyance, as to prevent forces
atationed 1oc5113‘to-be transferred to areas where mb:e
ambitious military pparationa were possible, W succéeded.
tieing up a large number of Grﬂﬁn Forces who were trying,
by all the usual methods practised at that time, to deter
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us from our plans. A large number of, cur officers

and men were beiné captured from time to time. - In or
gbout March 1921 the entire Battalion staff was captured
and also other officers and men. After those arrests I
was appointed Battelion 0/C to replace Michael Murney

then & prisoner.

From March 1921 onwards the Belfast trade boycott
was being intensively enforced by the Volunteers who took
all possible steps to prevent the sale of all Balfast
goods Iin the battélinn area. There were several Belfast
bread carts burned in the Battalion area. A pecuiiar
aspeoct of the Belfast boycott work, as far as the Bakery
trade was concerned, was that Barpney Hughes, Ltd.,

Bakers, who were a Catholic firm end doing a large trade

~ over a wide area, were also included in the list er'

boycotted firms. This was done, I belleve, to ensure
that_HughaB would not be left in the position of selling
bread for the other boycotted Orange firms and so evading
the Boycott regulations. As a result of our asctivities

. in the Boycott sphere, especially when & few burnings had

taken place, was that the Crown Forces had to send armed
escorts to accompany all bread carts operating in our

ares.

Another of 6ur activities was faiding of malls and
holding up of postmen. In all those operations the
mails were taken and eensored. The British then had to
send out armed escorts with all postmen and place guards
on the Post Offices. On one occasion the Belfast-Dublin
train was held ur and searched. We did nﬁt find anything
on the train which required action from us, so when the
search was finished the train was allowed to proceed.
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All those.little'activitias had an unsettling affect

on the British Authorities and led to a serious dispersal
of thelr armed forces to ensure the functioning of the
routine Government services and to protect public and

private property.

The activities outlined above together with work on
organisation, the providing of safe dumps for our meagre
supply of arms, the important job of reteaining our
freedom from capture in the face of incessent raiding and
the constant effort to keep our small day-to-day
activities going continued up to the Truce T'llth July,
1921.

When the Truce was declared all military activities

ceased. The Truce showed thet the rival partles in our

Battalion area could still carry on together notwithstanding

the bitterness which was generated in the period before

the Truce. There existed a feeling of atandaffishnass

‘hut no evidénca of bad blood .in the relations between us

and the "B" and "C" SpecialeConstabulary. Had a
settlement of the Irish Question been arranged, at this
time, which would include the Six Northern Counties, there

is little doubt that the Orangemen and the Republicans -

the Specials-and the I.R.A. - could have come together and

agreed to forget the unplessant incidents which had taken
ﬁlaﬂa and worked amicably together in e Thirty-two County

Government. '

The first activity which the Volunteers from our
Battalion were asked to undertake after the Truce was our
attaﬁdhnue at a Divisional training camp., This cemp was
set up in September 1921 at Killeavey, County Armﬁgh.

A1l our Battalion Staff Officers were called to the Camp

/and
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and underwent a two-wééka' training course which embraced
instructions in the use of rifle, machine-gun, hand-grenade,
engineering, map reading, scouting, signalling, close order
and open order ﬁrill formation, tactics, ete. The course
was intensive and provided us with much needed knowledge

of basic elementary principles of the seiencslaf warfare,
especially as applied to guerilla fightingt After the
Battalion Officers course finlshed at the camp, all GCompany
Officers were called up for a week's training. Later on,
Battalion and Company Engineers, signallers, medical
section, got a week's special traiming in the Camp.

When all the trainins programme was.ecmpléteﬂ in
the divisional camp, a séries of battalion camﬁs were
started at which all the ?nlunteers.in each Company area,
who were available to attend, got a course of instruction
on the same lines as was: carried out in the Divisional
Camp. These series of classes held in Battalion and
Company areas kept our men engaged up to the New Year of

1922,

At the conclusion of all these courses of instruction,
the Divisional 0/C. held ‘a general inspection at @.parade

of all officers and men of our Battalion.

During all this period subsequent to the Truce there
was no effort nmde by Orangemen or the Special Gonstabulﬂry
to interfere with our training prngramme We gave no

Provocation and we received no anhoyance from them.

Some time about February or early March 1922, the R.I.C.
and Special Constabulary started to carry out raids for
arms, etc. At thig time no affcrt was made to arrest any
of our men. Apparently, the British Authorities were
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anxious to get our arms. .

James Robinson, whom I have mentioned already, in
connection with the destruction of Birches Barracks gnd'
Courthouss, was shot about February or March 1922. ‘This
man, being a Volunteer, we decided to carry out a reprisal
by attacking the Banfoot B/patrol who, it was belleved,
shot Robinson. . About six'volunteers took part in ﬁﬁig-
attack. The attack took place at Berrytrasng cross roads.
We opensd the attack by using G.H.Q. type h&n@—grenades.
Those grenades were defective which rendered the . attack
only partly successful, The patrol members 2ot behind a
wall along the road and we were unable to dislﬂdga them.
Only one of the grenades eXploded. Several nf the patrol

were wounded by bomd splinters - nonme seriously,

The next item of speclal importance which tock place
was the importation of ams to our Battalion area., This
lmportation of aﬁms was general all over the Six-Counties
area, Our share in this general distribution of arms was
sixty service rifles, one thompson machine guﬁ, sixty hand-
grenades{ some revolvers and a large Quantity of ammunition.
Most of this material was taken to a small hall near
Ballymecnab and was stored there for removal bf us. The
:emﬂindsr of our allotment was handed over to us at a place
near Armagh Gity; We removed all this ﬁaterial'in a motor
lorry to dumps which we had previously prepared for its
reception. At the transfer of the rifles we had them
paﬁked into bread hampers and their removal in this way did

not attract any unwelcome attention,.

On the Eth May 1922, a Catholic named Anthony
MeConville was murdered . This man was an Hibernian. It

appears that a policeman from Portadown was killed in an
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smbush in County Tyrone. He was taken home to be

"waked" in Portadown and during the Wake some of the

| ﬁnurnﬂrs suggested that a Catholic should be shot as a

reprisal. The result - the shooting of the unfortunate

man, McComville. At the time of McConville's shooting

we all believed that the shooting was carried out by a

particular B/Special patrol.

On the 15th May, 1922, we mobilised a number of men
to attack the suspected patrol and we moved into position
to awalt their arrival and attack them. When in position,
awaiting, another patrol came on the scene and noticing
one of our scouts in the vicinity they opened fire on him.
We immediately attacked them and in the ensueing
engagement seven of the patrol were wounded. There weré

no casualties on our side.

Shortly before the 19th May 1922, we reaaivad orders

‘from the Divisional 0/C. to capture a number of Bfﬂpaal&lz

officers and have them conveyed to an area whare they
coculd be safely retained in custody. As fer as I can

remember the place selected was in the Twenty-six Counties,

- Just before we started to carry out this order - at the

lasg moment - a countermanding order arrived.

The general attack on the Crown Forces in the Six
Counties' area, which was to have started.simultaneausly
all over that area, was timed for about the 19th May, 1922,
The importation of arms, ammunition and warlike stores had
been most successfully accomplished to all areas some tima
previously. When all the preparatinns were completed and
men awaiting to carry out these plans, the Rising was
called off at the last momsnt. In som® areas in County

Tyrone and County Antrim the callipg off crders apparsntly
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did not reach the men in time and fighting took place.

Soon after the 19th May, 1922, with the partial
rising in a few isolated places, the British Authorities
carried out a genersl round up of all I.R.A. men and
active Republicans all over the Six Counties ares. A
large .number of prisoners were captured in meny placaa;
In aamé small areas hundreds were grgqﬁtsd. In our
battalion area during the first waek:d} the raiding for

us we lost about twenty officers and men.

The calling off of the gemeral attack on the Crown

:quceﬂ in the Six Counties area and the subsequent round -

up by the British caused a perceptible degree of
damarﬂiisation amongst the rank and file of the I.R.A.

The split 1n the ranks of the Republican movement in the
South in connection with the question of the aéceptanca

or othﬂrwise of the treaty and the divisions in the ranks
of the I.R.A. accelerated a feeling of despairjin the I.R.A.
in the Northern Counties. We looked to the South for

help and -assistance. On our own we were faced with
ove:whelming-odﬂs} The two sections of the I.R.A. in the
South wexe drifting towards Civil War. When this position
sterted to develop the British Authorities in the North |
were not slow to take advantage and they put on the

pressure. Up to the time the situation had gone smash in

_the South the Northern Authorities remained more or less on

the defensive.

When the Civil War broke out at the end of June 1922,

in Dublin, I was 1n'my Battalion area trying to keep things

. golng in an organised way. About the end of July 1928

when the 4th Northern Divisional Staff, after their
divisional area had been attacked by pro-Treaty forces,
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decided to take the anti-Treaty side in the Civil War, I
got a note from the Divisional 0/C asking . me to send him
8 number of men, inciuﬂing two good motor drivers. I
also got instructions to remain myself in the Battalion
area and try and keep things going there. Ilaent the
men, as ordered. Some time later I got further orders
from the Divisional 0/C to send a number of men to County
Cavan to reinforce or relieve alﬁnlumn who were operating

there, This I also did.

T hed -several meetings with the Divisiomal 0/C. im
County Louth during the Ciwil ﬁar period. The Divisional
0/C. at this time was acting as 0/C of thé Northern
Command énd he was giving much attention to the state of
the Volunteer organisation in the Six Guuntiés drea, My
opinion, at the time I had thosge meetings with him, was
that he had no liking for the activities carried out in
the South of Ireland and that he was more keenly
interested in the Republican position in the North.

About Mag 1922, tﬁe Northern Government decided
to take over a house in Derrytrasna district as a police
barrack. When I got to know of those intentions
concerning the house, I had the bullding dastfayed. This
operation casused a considerable Surprise to the police |
authorities and the police started intensive raiding in
81l local areas. Several Volunteers werse arrested during
these raids. In July 1922, on a Sunday, I had occasion
to visit a house in connection with the removal of some
war material frum a dump in the vieinity. Shortly after
my arrival in the house, a number of police in plain
¢lothes came on the scene and arrested me. I was
eventually sent on to Crumlin Road Prison, Belfast. There
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I was charged with the burning of the house intended for
a'bar_ranks at Derrytrasna and also with the possession of
arms. I was tried and fouﬁd guilty of these charges and
sentenced to four years penal servitude. I served this
sentence in Belfast Prison up to thla time of my release
in Januery 1926 when I was released before the expiration
of m,;r sentence. My release, like a number of other
releases, folilowed: the rinﬁings of the Boundery
Commission.

Do ME Lol

Signed:

Date: 23"! Inarth, 10 St

Witness: ,Qﬂ’b"n ?’H#?_ !
| 4 .z-;/ J/.S!.
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