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_BURD’ STAIRE MILEATA 1013.1
No. W.S. Lst.

Statément by Lieutenant-Colonel Daniel McDonnell,

20, Hatch Street, Dublin.

In 1917 about the time that Thomas Ashe died on hunger
strike I joined the Volunteers. The first Company I joined
was "A™ Company, lst Battalion, Dublin Brigade. The Company

Commander at that time was Peadar Healy.

We carried on our organisaﬁion and drilling of the
Company at the Columcille Hall, 6 Blackhall Street, Dublin.
The first ﬁeapons that we used for the purposes of drilling
were pieces of wood shaped iike rifles. I was not too long
in the Company when I was asked to take up a specialist
class in enéineering and wireless under a very highly
intelligent man who was in the G.P.O{ Lines Department, one
Andy Fitzpatrick. He gave us a very thorough preparation in
the ﬁirihg and installing of telephones, the tapping pf
telephone lines and all that particular type of knowledge.
This all happened about 1917. Shortly afterwards I was
asked to take om instruction in ordinary drill, musketry,
rifle markmanship, and the next thing was I found myself

section commander within the Company.

The Company was organised in four sections and ﬁhe
strength was in or about 120 in 1917. .The sections were
organised in districts, i.e. in whatever”disﬁrict you lived,
At the., time these sections were formed I was made No. 4
section commander although I lived in another area, and in
this section, although thé Company was organiséd.and located

on the north side of the city, all the members were from the

1

south side. They: lived approximately in the area around

James Street, Grand Canal Hérbour, Robert Street, up towards

Cork Street, and my job was to know, go round and locate

/the se
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these lads and generally look after the whole section,

At the same time I was appointed a drill instructor to

special c¢lasses for the Battalion.

The Battalion Commander at this time was Peadar Clancy,
- later Paddy Hﬁlohan. Dick McKee was Brigade Commander.

One of the Lieutenants of the Combany at that time was
George Fitzgerald. He is still living and can be located

in the 014 Comrades Associatioﬁ, lst Battalion, "A" Company.

I carried on in the ordinary normal way with the
Company through 1918 and then came the first big moment of
my career, which was to go on an active service job. The

job was the raid on Collinstown Aerodrome.

This raid was carried out under the supervision of the
late Dick McKee, It was actually commanded by Peaddy
Holohan. kEach individual on the raid got a particular task

. to do. First of all we wers to go to Parnell Square where
there was a complete. plan of the Aerodrome leid out in front
of Dick McKee, showing every approach and every avenue to it%,
and all the possibie piaces where trouble was likely to be
met in our attempted job. We wers to go out in the cars,
which we d4id. The members of my Company with whom I was
really connected on the job were, Peadar Breslin (deceased),
George Fitzgerald, Joe Dolan, and I am not sure, Phil Leddy;
also a man called Ryan (killed in Croke Park 1921) and
Mick Magee (killed in Clonturk Park 1921}.

As I have already pointed out we had‘various jobs
allotted to each member of the party. My particular job was,
when we came to the guard-room to get into it, go to the
first room on my right immediately, hold up and mot let

anybody move within that room. We crawled up as silently

/as
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as possible. We wore old masks over our faces. I stole
a stocking belonging to my mother, split it, put two eye~-

holes in 1t and wore it.

I was armed with a .38 five-chamber Iver Johnson _
revolver. I also had a knuckleduster and a stiletto. . We
got as far as what I presume was a hangar in the Aerodrome.
There was a hﬂlt“and the man in front of me was inclined to
turn and bolt. For the first time in my 1life I used a '
weapon with intent to use it violegtij. I stuck it in his
back and used bad language for the first time in my life.

I told this particular man to go on. ﬁé:went on. We got
to the guard-room. Whoever was in front of me had
overpowered the sentry. I went.into the guard-room. I
immediately made a dash for the_room which I was allocated.
To my surprise I found somsthiﬁg like twelve or thirteen
British soldiers in the room. They were in all sorts of
dress, partly undressed and dresgqﬁ. I told them to put ﬁp
their hands. One fellow attempted to move. They all
stood with their hands up; some were mighty, big men, soms
were very poor physical types. Two pther.members of the
party, Ryan and Magee, came in with ropes and proceeded to
tie up each individual member of the guard. The method
they adopted was;, tﬁey turned each member over on his tummy
on the floor, tied his hands behind his back, brought his

_.reet'together and tied his knees and swung the rope from

rafter overhead. Ryan kept shouting for more rope and he
was afterwardé known as "more rope". They proceeded very

methodically with this whole job.

While they were doing this job my eyes grew'more and
more accustomed to the semi light in the place and then I
saw all the r;fles of the place on a:rack. The réck was



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

»

- 4 -
locked. The equipment and ammunition for the rifles were
also locked in this particular .rack. I then shouted for a
man with a hack-saw to éome out and cut the rifle rack.
Somebody came. I could not say who it was. He cut the
rack and we duly got the rifles, and loaded them into the

private cars and a sort of lorry.

I personally did not know the destination of these rifles
We loaded up all the stuff - equipment, rifles, bayonets,and

ammuni tion, we could lay hands on.

When the Jjob was finisped I was detailed to go in. a
taxi aﬁd arrived in Dublin about 3 a.m. I went to bed st
home and had to be‘at my employment at 6 o'clock the
following morning, which I duly was. I left instructions
for.my mother to clean up my thiﬁgs so as not to leave any

traces, which she .did.

Coming back to Collinstown - there were two hounds which
the guard used fof giving them warning of any unwelcome
people around the place. Two members of the party - one was
George Fitzgerald - were dressed as British officers. = The
hounds 4id not mind British officers, and the main job now to

deal with an ohtlying sentry was the control of those dogs.,

7

The "intelligence" of the job was done by the ordiﬁary
members of our Comﬁany; such as "A"™ Company, I think "E"
Company and "C" Company, lst Battalion, in the course of their
work as workmen in the Aerodrome in Collinstown, and it was
they who did fhe whole intelligence and general reconnaissance

of the place before we went to its.

The number of rifles, which is on record in the
newspapers, was 75. I think there were a couple of Lewis
guns, equipment and ammunition. - The majority of this stuff

/was
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was sent to the various units down the country who could use
that type of weapon far more effectively than we could within

the city boundary.

We carried on in the usual way. The next job of any
importance on which I was engaged but on which I did very
little because of the situation in wﬁich I found myself wés
the Church Street ambush. It was im that particular raid
that'Kevin Barry and Frank Floed were captured. My
parficular job in that‘raid'wés to go'ﬁith three or four
other members of our Company to the upper-portion of Church
Street cross to Kings Inns near Constitution Hill. - I saw

1ittle or nothing that night.

In the meantime I was still actively engaged in drilling,
preparing and all that sort of thing. I might also mention
that during all this peribd we ﬁéid a subscription every
week to the Volunteers and any weapons-we got we had to

purchase them ourselves. I still had my Iver Johnson of

| which I was very proud.

I was not engaged in anything much further than several
dﬂd patrols which we aid around the city, with the exception
of one particular job of a different kind. I was detailed
with another member of our Company to report to Michael Magee,
with the co-operation of the New Ireland Assursnce pecople, at
the New Ireland Assurance Offices in 0'Connell Street over
Kapp & Petersons, to stay the night iﬁ'this particulaf place
and watch and record the activities of all the British forces
during the night across 0'Connell Bridge and up along the
Quays. . This night was an unique night in so far as it was
the first night on which curfew was imposed on Dublin City.
Timight say this was a very dull and monotonous affair.
However, we recorded every lorry, eveiy.armoured car, every
patrol, whether auxiliary, military or D.M.P. that passed up

/and
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and down during the hours of curfew.

The Company Commanders had changed during this time
and one Peadar McNulty was made 0.C. of the Company. At
- . the same time I was busy recruiting people into the Company
end T brought in quite a number of men who were very active
afterwards - Phil Leddy, who is now a Senior Civil
Servant, was Captain; Robert Skelly, Quartermaster of the

Company for a long time; Patrick Wylie; Charlie Byrne.

"A" Company had a numﬁer of very ingenious individuals,

among them the léte Peadar Breslin and his‘brother,Christie.
The reason I say they were ingenious is - they built at 6
Blackhall Street a perfect arsenal which was underneath the
cellgrs. The way into it was what appeared to be an
ordinary sewer trap door and they concreted it. To get intc
it, you had to go in on your hands and when inside you could
stand up. They erected shelves in this place and useé it

- ' as the dump for all the weapons of the Compahy. Though the
Hall was raided several times that dump was never

discovered by'any.raiders.

Charlie Byrne was a member of Intelligence and later

A.D.C, to William Cosgrave.

Three Companies used %to parade and drill in 6 Blackhall
Street - "A" Company, "D" Coﬁpany and "G" Company of the 1lst
Battalion. |

During all this period specialist classes were always
going on in some section; gverybody was being trained in
one way or another, which seems at the present time rather

extraordinary.

v

During that time while T was in the Company our names

were éhanged from Irish Volunteers to the I.R.4. This was

/in
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ln or about 1918, and we were asked then'to make our-

declaration of fealty to the I.R.A. '

The Columcille Hall was carried on at that time under
the guise of a Gaelic League Hall.- A teacher called
- Ignatius or Ikey Calendar, a great Irish speaker, had
classes going on for Irish danbing, 1aﬁguage, ete. I
began to learn Irish there under a teacher'némsd Seén .

0 Conchubhsir.

About July or August, 1920, I am not exactly sure,
I was invited-to become a member of ‘the Intelligence Staff.
I was interviewed by Liam Tobin and the late Tom Cullen.
The three first members of Intelligence of whom I know,were
Liam Tobin, Frank Thornton and Tom Cullen. Then came
Joe Dolan and Joe Gullfoyle. Charlie Dalton joined up
ébout the same time as I did, alsc Ned Kelleher, and a lad
called Seamus Hughes (at present a GArda Slochéna in the

Detective Branch)

'
I

Around this time a very able agent named Byrne or
Jameson, of the British Government, met his latter end at
a place. called Ballymun Road. T personally don't know
anything about that incident except that he was an agent of
Sir Basil Thompson's and also that he had ingratiated
himgelf very much into our Intelligence gstaff with sone

- story of being a favourable anti—British agent. . Beyond
that I know very little about him.

Also about that time a fellow called Molloy met. - his
latter end in‘or around Suffolk Street. He was on a

similar racket. He was in the British service and

{2

Professed to be anxious to help the I.R.A. He had, in his

. own estimation, become g temporary agent of ours from the

/Castle
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Castle and as a result of counter espionage his whole face

was uncovered, so he:met his end. This was about July or

“August or September, 1920. There was also another

individual and £ am not too clear whether we got him or not -
I think we did. Quinlisk was his nane. Thesé were all
members of ‘the British armed forces who professed to be in
deep sympathy with us to get in our good graces, and Byrne
and YMolloy to a certain extent had, but they were uncovefed

by other agents within the Castle itself.,

Some time before that another agent who gave a terrible
lot for discussion afterwardé; also met his latter end at

Simmonscourt Road. He was the late Alan Bell,

When we joined the Intelligence staff, we all got
numbers - my own particular number was 101 - and when I had
any written reporflto make, which was rarely, I just signed
it '10l*. My first assignment.was to go to Leeson Street
at 9 o'clock on a Monday morning and to report on all British
personnel, whether in oérs or on foot, that passed up Leeson
Street Bridge. Along came three or four staff cars with
staff officers, etc., and with brass hats, red bands, etc.’

I did this mdrning after morniﬁg. At the same time another

member of our staff had been detailed to'watch these fellows

- from another place, and what we saw, between us, tallied.

Nothing that I know of was done in these particular cases,

We were next takén into the office and our first job was
(at this time there had been a couple of raids made on the
G.P.0.) to go 'through every letter from wherever it came,
that went to phe Castle. Apart from that we got in every
morning a'complete pile of lettérs from all over the country;
from England, from everywhere, whether to the Castle
Authorities, to G.H.Q. or to R.I.C. depot. All these
letters varied and we got quite an amount of information from

/them
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them especially from people anxious to give Crown Eorces
information. Inter-department, official and unofficial,
also came through our hands. Then I discovered we had a

complete organisation within the Post Office itself.

Qur office was in 3 Crow-Street. We were khown as
manufacturing agents. We also bullt up and checked up on
the codes used by the British forces between Dublin and the
country. The& used two kinds of codes; one was the
simple letter code which was changed monthly. Another code
which_ﬁaé more complicated and much harder to break down was
a'number code which was changed frequéntly. What happened
was, we got the letters of the first 25 per cent of the
message from our Sources within the‘Castle, and as the

. messages came through we worked them out. We were not as
éfficient with this code as with the letter code; the

‘reason being by the time we had it broken down and had it

¥

worklng, the system was changed again.

Jdoe Rellly was a special courier between Michael

1Collins and every other person with whom he dealt.

Qur prinecipal agent within the Post .0ffice was é Mr.
Moynihan, who died recently. ~We kept regular hours, not
that we need keep them,. but we kept them for the illusion
that we were business people. We were on whole-time work.
I did ﬁore cutdoor work than indoor work. I then came in
contact with all members of the Squad who did mbst of their

work or jobs on instructions from our Department.

I was the chlef ctontact between Dave Neligan and our
_Department. At the time I .started to maintain contact with
Y bim, he was a Detective Officer who was more or less
protecting Thomas O'Shaughnessy, Recorder.or Dublin. I was
in contact with him from early No#ember, 1920, until the

Treaty was signed in December, 1921,

/The
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The next big affair that took place, and which was
principally organised from our Department, was the'Bloody
Sunday! shootingé, 21st November, 1920. - There were at
least, to my knowledge, énything between fifty-five and sixty

agents marked down for destruction that morning.

In the ist Battalion area there was a large number of
agents who resided on the North Circular Road and the
adjoining roads to thﬁ Park, and as far as I know none of
those was interfered with. The 2nd Battalion area had to
deal with the area of O'Gonnell Street and to a certainp
extent Mount Street. The 3rd Battalion area was in or around
Leeson Street, Pembroke area; +the 4th Battalion area in and.
around Portobello. I mention the 4th Battalion because it is

a Battalion that is overlooked.

The partieular Company that dealt with fhe job that I
personally had to be on - No. 7 Ranelagh Road ~ was the
Rathfarnham Company. We got a very ugly mission to perforum.
It was to go to the house, No. 7 Ranelagh Road, wheré a
British agent called Noble, and his paramour lived. They
were both agents, and our information was that they both were
the main cause of a member of our organisation, naméd Doyle,

getting a very cruel death in the Dublin Mountains.

Every jbb on that morniﬁg was timed to take place at the
same time, Which was 9 o'clock sharp, and any that could get
off to schedule, did so. In this particular instance we set
off at 9 o'clock and we found our bird had‘flown, simply
because he had gone out at 7 o'clock that morning to do
something special. That left us in a very peculiar situation

bepause we were to shoot both of them; we were not to shoot

- the woman unless the man was there. We cleared out, and a

4th Battalion man, F.X,, Coughlan, on the job went off to his

/particular
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particular area and Joe Dolan and myself went down to the
south side of the river and we got across 0'Conmnell Bridge
by ferry boat. We went across to a spot not far from

North Riechmond Street where I met for the first time Mick

McDonnell, By'degreea the othera were coming in.

Later Tom Keogh asked Joe Dolan and myself to go to the
Football and Hurling Matches iﬁ.Croka Park. We went there.
His theory was that if there was any shdden rald we would be
much safer there. 'we parked ourselves on the famous Hill
16, and the match had just_started when, as far as we could
éee, there was a rumble and bustle going on arouﬁd the
entrance gate at the Hogan Stand side. (I_personally had no
interest in the matoh). We suddenly reslised that the whole

,“grggnq was under rifle and‘ﬁaohine-gun.rire. We scattered

‘and separated from one another on the Hill, M& hat fell off

and while I was'picking it up the man in front of me was shot.

I was very fit in thoge dgys and T ran‘'across the slob lands

_at the back of Hill 16 over to the Ballybough gate. I ran -

8o fast that I was nearly the first to reach it. The gates

" were not open. ‘I jumped for the top of the gate, caught it

and went over the far side. I pulled myself together.
Although the British Forces had a local man guiding them,they
still .made a bad job éf it. Thfs'enprance was not covered
by any British Forces. I then went to where I lived in
Infimary Road.r We had éarely dumped our guns before going

. to Croke Park.

Next morﬁing we turhed into Crow Street as usual and
started off_the routine again. We then knew the actual
number of British agents who had been disposed of. - We were
digappointed with the result. It did aohieve—a puipése ag
most of the British agents were terrified of the place and
had gone to ground. That even;ng I did not go home.rt Joe
Dolan and myself went somewheres 6lse, until a few minutes

/before
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before curfew, and when I arrived there I found my home in
¢haos, My mother, ext;oordinary though it'may seem, was
as ¢ool as a cucumber, and quietly informed me that the

military and Tans had been in the house loeking for a

Danisl McDonnell.  "Your Dad was here when they called",

PR
-

she said, "and he said, 'I am Daniel McDonnell'", which was
quito.true: They took_ﬁim awoy and looged him tn Collins
Barracks (then known as the Royal Barracks). He wos
paradod for identification at least two or three times a
day and all classes came and looked at’him upsido down =

senior British officers, women, civilians of every

description, and from the description of one woman (it was

the woman in No. 7 Ranelagh Road). He got a very |
thorough sorutinising but apparently, they did not pin
anything on him,

He was drafted with a lot of men to a vessel called
"The Sea Wolf" to the North Wall. The boat set out in this
ﬁovember oeriod from the North‘wall to Belfast Lough. They
were taken over by a military escort who were ioolined to be
very rough with them and.who did not make any attempt to
stop the Belfast crowd gathering. The Commander of "The
Sea wolf! ordered the military and everybody in Belfaot offt
his boat; brought all the prisoners back on the boat again

and from whatever resources he had on board he fed everyone

~of them and he further told the military escort that it was

not pigs they were dealing with; they were human beings.
Then he took them and marched them on. the Quay himself. He

'said, "Whatever is going to happem 1s not going to happen

under ﬁyljurisdiction“. They then went by train to
Ballykinlar. They.wore given a ﬁalliasse.and damp straw to
sleep on. My father remsined in Ballykinlar until about
12tk April, 1921, when they suddenly released him.,

/Meanwhile,
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Ebanwhile, our family at that tiﬁe could starve for
the breadwinnéf. There was an organisation in force which
prevented that happening, the White Cross. They made a
certain allowance to our family - in or about 22. 10s8., or

£3. a wesk.,

I decided to stop at home that night, l1.e. the nlght
after the 'Bloody Sunday' shootings, and I continued to stop
there until about April 1921. At this time I was still in
close contact with Dave Neligan, and I also met a Mr.
MacNamara, another Detective Officer; The one I did not
meet at this time aﬁd who was actually in trouble then was

Ned Broy. I pnever actually met him until after the Truce.

We d1d a number of trailing and "following-up" jobs on

'lvarious béople and also did other work - some whicﬁ failed

‘and some that did not. fail. One particular individual I was
after was a Captaein Cecil B. Leedes. Before he came to
Dublin he was, apparently, a Chinese Labour Corps Commander,
and he was taken over here for the oﬂé'purpose of inflicting
his methbds'of getting information on our people, which were
primarily diabolical., I don't know exactly what they were,
but I believe they were prett} terrible, i.e. the removal of

fingér nails, etc.

I discovered him and where he lived through a contact of
ours, as we had a lot of contacts with hotel walters, boots,
stc. This famous genius, contrary to his kind, lived in a
temperance hotel, St. Andrew's Hbtel, Exchequer Street,Dublin.
I soon learned that his geneial habit of going out was
between 9 and 9.30 every morning. I also learned from our
own Headquarters that his methods were getting cruder and

.ecruder, within and they would have to be stopped.

/It
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Tt was a difticult thing to plan in the first instance
‘because of the proximity to Dublin Castle and of the
proﬁmity to "F" Company and the Auxilisries. The chief of
the "Séuad";cémé élﬁﬁg with me, saw the layout of the place

fy.

wheré thisyman.was. He gaw the man himself - he was about
N 6'3" in height.' All the members of the Squad came in not
oﬁcé or twice but at least four or five times before they
decided on the method to be adgpted in disposing of this
individual. Two members were detailed for the actual
disposal of Leedes. Fﬁur membe rs covered him.off from the
rere in caseAanybody should interfere with him apd four more
covered him off at Drury Street amd four more at South
Williem Street. I mention this because it gives a gensral

idea of how any parficular job was carried out.

We dispersed along Drury Street, William Street,
Stephen's Green, back down merrion Squaré, Holles Street,

down the Quays, eventually across the ferry to the north

©

side of the city. This again gives a gemeral description of
the dispersals of this kind.

There were several other jobs which took place during
that gims. | In all this tiﬁe we still carried on our office
at Crow Street and kept supplying the diffefent.branchas with
their information. We used get the variocus R.I.C. me ssages
dealing with the various I.R.A. activities down'south.and in

the west.

About this time also we deemed that we wented extra
members into the staff and three I rememher distinctly came
in - Charles Byrme (at present in Kennedy 8 Bakery),

Peter Magee apd Jack Walsh.

I continued to meet Dave Neligan all the time and got

[

whatever particular mesaaéea he would have. They were

/passed
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passed on through Joe Reilly to Michael.cqilina. I made
it a point to know.onlj what I would have to know, the
reason being, in case I was Q%er captured no amount of

torture would force me to say what I did not know.

_ About this time the British Intelligence was practically
wiped out. Nothing was'working for them and local
Intelligence in the so-called D.M.P., 1.ee the "G" Branch,
was finished. The whole system of Igtelligenoé for the
British Government had broken dbwn. This was about March
192]1. Aftér thaf the Intelligence was more or less

haphazard.

During all this time ;ve-dit;i not know whether we would be
alive twenty-four hours or not. . We had to mix with all the
British Forces, get back again into I.R.A. outfits and fight
them. It was an extréordinary situation. We owe our

existence to-day to our wits.

About thils time also there was a famous'character,named
Captain Hardy, with the British, who had one leg and whom we
made séveral efforts to get and falled. ZEventually, he got
Joe Guilfoyle on the job. Joe did some of his time in an
internment camp and was releésed long before the Truce came.
Our instructions were if we were captured to use every means
in our power to get out, to éign any declaration that the
British demanded but on no account were we to attempt any
violent tactics of the I.,R.A., such as hunger strike, etc.
Every means would be used through our own contacts within to
get us out. We were a speciaily trained bod&, difficult to
replace and had to be got out at_all costs.,. We nevér got
Hardye. ,

About this time we got information about 9 o'clock one
morping from within the Post Office that the whole mail in

/connection
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British Post Office Authorities in the Rotunda. Our own.

. staff (Intelligence) went-gtrpight and got precise details

as to where this whole.bag of mail was. It was in a cage

in the Rotunda at the bottom of & shoot. We walked into the
Rotunda and went to this cage. Our &ontactdwith the Post
Office switched off any means of communication and we got the
bag of mail and put it on an ass and cart. We were walking
out quite silently when along céme the British Forces to
collect the bag and passed us by unknowingly. That
particular raid is of importance'because,Miqhael,CQ}lins, as
Minister for Finance at this time, was issuing the DAil
Bonds to America. We eventually got them out by different
methods anﬂ.they were eventually circulaﬁed in.Amsrica and all

over the countrye.

We brought tﬁe mail to 23 Mary Street, which was the
headquarters of Michael Collins as Minister for Finrance. .
Onse particular individual, George McCGrath, was his financial
genlus. We got everything under way, with the aid of our
friend, Moynihan. He was the most invaluable man in the
whole organisation of Michasl Collins. He waé a senlior |
staff officer in the G.P.0. and he had his own staff within
the G.P.0. of which we knew nothing. He was much older than

any of us,

¢ My next very clear recollection was of an individual in
a public-house not far from Little Green Street, a barman who
had rather a loose tongue., and a number of our People used to
frequent this Place. Joe Dolan and myself were to tell this
fallow to‘kpep quiet and geﬁerally frighten the life out of
hm, I was living at this time at 34 South Willlam Street
and I had arranged to mgpt Dolan at Little Green Street about
3 o'clook in the afternoon to see -this barman. I might

/mention
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mention'that we all dressed very well in those days. I
put a gun in my pocket, walked down along William Street,
down George's Street, turned into Dame Street and into
Parliament Street. When in ParliamsntHStraet I found I was
in the midst of every member of "F" company of the
Auxiliaries and every member of %hé Castle dresgsed in every
concelvable way, all bristling with guns and they all
searching people, etc. "Oh, my God"™, I said,"I am
finished. I'll either have to fighi_ﬁy way‘out or get
shot™. So I‘walked brazenly along and kept my hands in my
pocket. One fellow céme over to search me. Another
member said to him, "wWhat the so-éhﬂfso do you mean?", and
he sald to me, ‘f‘SOrfy; chum, this fgllow does not"knoﬁr our

own fellows yet*. I immediately took;up the oue.

I sald, "Come on and I will show you where to find
them". Two of them came with me. We got to the end of
Essex Street. - "I think they went this way,"I sald,
"Essex Street and Temple Bar". We turned into Fownes

Street and into Cecelia Street by the 0ld Medical School.

‘I said, "Come on, we will soon get them". When there I

threw my eyes over my shoulder to see if_the boys were with
me. . 1 saw that they were some way behind, so'I put on an
extra pace from the Medical School to Crown Alley and when
there I again threw my eyes over my shoulder, There was no
sigﬁ of them. I went at a full one hundred yards pace down
Crown Alley through Athkinséns,-down the Halfpenny Bridge.
That was the last of that incident. I might mention that
at that time I couwld do one hundred yards in ten seconds or
a little under. ' |

Prior to this I had decided not to go home on certain
nights. Joe Dolan and myself used to go to the Columciile
Hall, Blackhall Street. There were a number of little

/girls
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girls and boys attending the Gaelic Leagus classes that were

" being carried out in the Hall, and, believe it or not - when
‘the kids wére finished we used play with them ip the Hall all

over %he rlace, and we used éo do this regularly. One
particular night,in or about curfeﬁ,‘a\ member of "A"™ Company
camé down to the Hall in a terrible:ptate looking fof me.

His name was Patrick Wylie. At this time tﬁere had been
for?ed the rather infamous Igo gané, and they had picked bim
up on Infirmary Road:and had taken him up to what is known as
Billy King's field beside St. Bricin's Hospital. They

nearly half killed him and they saeid to him, "You are Daniel
McDonnell®™. He said, "I am not", and every time he said he
was not hé got a blow of kick. go he said, "I can prove I
am not", One fellow said, "How can.you?" . He'said, "T have
got my indentures on me", ﬁe proved thaf he was not fhe man
tpey were looking for. — They let him g0. Thi s 1ad came to
tell me all that happened. I decided to get out of Infinnary
Road. T did not go home that night or ever again. I met
one of the girls in the hall and she said that she would -
chance_putting me up for the night. IHer name was Miss Cissie
Mulhall, later wife of Billy Ashton, and I stopped in her
house for the night. |

Next day Ned Kelleher discussed where we were to stop.
Ned said, "Stop in my place - 34 South William Street™. We
had quite a party of IT.R.A. stobping here - Ned Kelleher,
Alphonsus 0'Neill, Tom ﬁillis, Simon MbInernex, myself,
Simon MeInerney belonged to Clare and to Nb. 4 Section,4.S.U.,,
in Dublin. At this particular time Bob O Neill was not in
anything partioular and I eventually introduced him and he

became a member of the Intelligence Squad.

We s8till continued to oarry on. We found Crow Street

getting a bit cramped and we eventually got a place in Pearse

Street over the present Palace Cipema. A large number of our

/staff
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staff operated there about the early summer of 1921.

-The next thing of importance that happensd te me about

1921, was when Charles Dalton and I were detailed to go and

act as a cover partylto'an important meeting being beld in No.
3 Mountjoy Square. ﬁb were there all day and discovered that
we were a cover party for what was a meeting of the D&il. We
were not actually present at that particular debate but I do
krow De Valera was there, also SeénZO'Mbhbny of Cork - anti-

Tr@&ty.

Michael Collins .came down and was discussing with Charles
Dalton and myself. He -never said much, bu£ he did say to us,

- "Boys, I am having a terrible time", I said, "How?" He

sald, "They want to chuck-in, O'Maﬁony and Dev éay tﬁe whole
thing is hopeless and they don't want anything to bappen.’
The cater{ng for this meeting was carried out by Mrs. Seén
Gonndlly.

Shortly after this I was informed that Dave Neligan had
Joipned the British Secre£ Service and it was'decided that I, as
a member of the 3$arf; would act as contact between him and our

own organisation and for that purpose I would have. to go and

Adlve 1n DAn Laoghaire. Also that I would get in contact
'with any of our own'péople ir the Dn Laoghaire area. The

first one I contacted was Willie Walsh. Willie Walsh, at this
time, was always in and out of St. Michgel's Hbspiéal. He
suffered a lot from fits and every time we had anything of
importance to do he had a fit. Eventuelly I got in touck with
Jimmy Murray and we listqd quite a lot of British agents or
sympathisers, and got, among other ﬁarticular agénts, a

Tramway Inspector named AndlenightL He met his last end near
Cliff Castle. '

,I_stayed in 42 Mulgrave Street. George McGrath stéyed in

' the same house with me. We never knew ome another. George

/was
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was in Finaence. I was.inulntelligence. =0 -
I carried on out there and used to come in to the city
by tfég with aﬁy information that Dave Neligan would have.
Dpril‘aé‘,that time I got in contact with the two other Castle
agents' through Dave. I met them as a friend and -went round
with ﬁhémjeverywheré. They were known to me as Fever and
Ashe.:t:Both of these, to my mind, were blameless individuals.
We deeided to leav;e them alone. They were a very useful
cover fef our activities and if they went out of the Place,
two other agents who would probably be more dangerous would be
appointed. I gave Fever and Ashe a certain amount‘of
information. We gave them a ecertein number of Volunteers to

rald also.

During this time I ﬁid few Jobs in.the city. I did come
in for one or two. There was a huge job being carried off in
Seville Place with the Dublin Brigade, the Squad apd I think
the 2nd Battalion Active Service Unlt. The Castle were under
the impression thdf 100 Seville Flace was a favouritg meeting
Place of the I.R.A. Informatioﬁ had been got to them from our
People that there were-meetings of the L.R.A. held there. On
this particular night they decided they would give them the |
full_ihrormation of a meeting, and then duly got the whole 2nd
Battalion, A4.S.U. and all,on to the réilway bridge over
Seville Place and around about thét area. I found myself in
the centre of the bridge over Seville Place. Next to me was
a fellow with a huge contraption in his hand. I don't know
who he was. This article was shaped like one of the huge
insulators on the B.S.B. Transformer.Stations and be told me it
wasrﬁacked with gun powder, slugs and gelignite., He said he
had invented this himself. He also said he was not sure how
it would work but he was going to drop it oﬁ‘a lorry. He
sald, "When I do drep it, 1t should blow the whole outfit out”.

/I
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I said, "Okay". I moved away, put three fellows between him
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and myseif. ﬂI had a couple of egg bombs myself.

- The Castle was rung up apd the Tans came as far as the
L North Strand but they nsver came down as far as Seville Place

so that the job mever took place. This was about. May, 1921.

The next job was the Custom House. Our particular
gectlion got strict orders from Michael Collins that on no
account were we to go near the Custom House; the reason being
he did not want to have everybody involved in it. He was not
too happy about the results. Not one of our section or of

our Iqtelligenoe was involved in that particular job.

I‘want back to DGn Laoghaire with Dave Neligan, keeping
myself under cover, etc. The next time I came into Dublin
was for the Grafton Street job. That was, to my mind, a do
or dle job. At thig particular time things were so bad with
all the units that it was a question of how long they could
last, would we last a month, a fortnight? The only reason
was we had little left to fight with. We had no ammunition;

L

we-had-a few guns. So bad was it that they cut down Winchester
‘emmunition to fit .45 eand several members of the A.S.U. ani

other units met with serious accidents as a result.

' Dolan and I knew tﬁat one particular Company had not
used up 511 their stuff - they haﬁ a8 first-class dump.
Chariie Byrne, Dolan and I went to Blackhall Btreet inl the
middle of the day to this dump and we took evéry weapon
belonging to the Company away with us because we declded we
had to get it to use it. I knew best how to get into this
particular dump and pulled out all the stuff. There was not
much in it. There was enough to keep us going for another
while. That particular incident was not discovered until

.

well into the Truce.
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We learned at this time that some of us had been
followed and under observation to be shot by local I.R.A.
Companies in Dublin because of our mixing around with the
British férceé. 'fThe Grafton Street Jjob was so bad that in
the erganisation of it one particular member of our staff had
to be put on a table so that he could be seen. That was
Joe Guilfoyle. The plan of the Grafton Streai job was

briefly this; We wers divided up into a number of ssctions

and each section had one Intelligence officer with it. My

part of the strest was from Switzers to Johnston's Court.

We all started off in the afternoon between 3 and 4 o'clock
and our job was to take down every member of the British
force that we met in that particular ﬁart of the street. In
the stretch that I went along there was not ome in it. We
went slong and gof as far as Kodak and the only one that was
in any way hostile was a woman and her daughters. PAdraig
O'Gonnor was along with me. I tipped her under the chin and
told her to drop the glasses quickly if she wanted to liwe
and get back into Kodak's. Then”as we got to Johnston's
Cou:t we heard bang,_baﬁg. I sald, "There is something
doing, Ned Kelleher is there yett. We went off am dumped
our guns. I dumped mine with the 4th Battalion that night,
I walked back to‘MBrcer's Hospital and heard they were taking
in the lads that were shot in Grafton Street. I stood in the
middle of the crowd.

I went back to Din Laoghaire, and the next thing we knew
about was the wvisit of Afchbishop Clune. He was the
intermediary between Sir Alfred Cope and our own people with

regard to possible peace. I remained in DGn Laoghaire all
thig time,.

We next heard that a'T:uce had been arranged. The day

before we were thinking that this might be our last.

/The
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- The Truce ceme on and I came in to Péarse Strest, but
still had to keep contact with Dave Neligan. Then we
learned that the Government weré sending over five members
to London to act on their behalf in the negotiations, with
Lloyd George and company. IThey_were going to Cadogan Square

3 and Hans Square. ALl thewmsmbers of the staff Qisited Hans
Square with the exception of'myséir. They were couriers
between there and the home Government all during the whole
proceedings from July up to 6th December and they went
backwards and forwards bringing 511 the information from here
and bringing all the information from Englend with them. I
was told to stay in Dfn Laoghaire -and bring ell my data up to
date, which I diqd. About Dscember I came in for the Tfeaty
debates. That closes my sﬁory.

A very surprising thing was that all this time a number
of men on the Intelligence and Squad were living on their

nerves, and when the reaction came, how meny retainsd their

&

sanity is surprising.
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