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_STATEMENT OF FRANK NEVILLE, CROSSES, UPTON,
o0, CORK,

I joined the Irish National Volunteers, as it was
then known, in April,.1914, when I was sixteen years of
aZe., The Volunteers were then partly under the leader-
ship of John Redmond and when in Aungust of that year the
war started and Redmond offered the services of the
Volunteers to the British War Office the organisation in
my part of the gountry fell to pieces and nothing was done
thereafter until 1917,

The eévents of 1916 passed us by and we still had mo
organisation. However, on the 1lst October, 1917, Redmond
Walsh, better known as Bob Walsh, 0.C. Kilpatrick Company
of the Irish Volunteers, organised a Company at Knockavilla,
which I.joined there and then. The strength of the
Company was about forty and the Officers were:- Bob Walsh,
0.C.: Patriek Coakley, lst Lieutenant; Patrick O'leary,
ond Tieutenant; John Kelleher, Adjutant; Patrick O'Sullivan,
Quartermaater. During the few months of the year 1917
that were left the Company carried out organising and
training, but had no srms, This continued into 1918, but
the Knockavilla Company came more into the public eye when
early in the year it marched into Bandon town and surround-
ed the Courthouse there as a gesture and to give moral
support during the trial of a girl, a hotel receptionist
in the town, who had been charged for some breach of the
Defence. of the Reglm Adct. Then again on St, Patrick's -
Day the Company took part in a parade, but still without
arms.

At a Brigade Convention at Caheragh the Compeny
Officers attended and apperently as a rasult ths R, I.C,
regarded them as important and wanted men and raided for
0tLeary end Kelleher. These two svaded arrest and went
%on the run®™, During the early part of the year, %00,
there was some agrarian trouble near Kinsale and in an
effray with thé R.I.C, two of the latter were disarmed by
the Volunteers,

In April, when Conseription was threatened, a number
of the Company was busy making buckshot and filling
certridges, The principals in this work were the
0'Sullivan brothers, both now deceased.

One night there was a dance for the Volunteers at
Belrose and it was ralded by the R.I.C, and two active
orgaenisers in the area - Hugh Thornton from Dublin and :
Liam Deasy - just menaged to escape by zetting out through
- winﬂ.ﬂ'-
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Con lehana, a Volunteer, who was & blacksmith from
near Timoleague, made shotgun bayonets and pike heads for
tha Enockavilla Company during the ysar.

In the month of June, as the result of a raid, the
Company got one shotgun,

All the time the usual tralning parades were proceeding
and the Company was now known as 'H' Company of the 1st
Bandon Battaelion. It sent three membars to Waterford to
assist during the General Election in December, 1918,

1919,

There Were some changes among Company Officera now:
Redmond Walsh, the original organiser, faded out, and Patriek
Coskley beceme Company 0,C., with Patrick O'lLeary, 1lst
Iieutenant; John Hartnett, 2nd Lieutenant; John Eslleher
remained as Adjutent and 1 became Company Quartermaster.
There were four Section Commanders - Dan O'Mahony, now

deceased, Bat Falvey, now decéesed; Tim Lehane, now in U.S.4.,
and Con ﬁa__glay! alsoc decsased, : -

Tn the Summer of this year the Company sent two men %o
Glendore for the Training Camp baing held there. Then in
December the Company 0.0., Patrick Coakley, was sentenced to
three months' 1mprisunmn£ for the orime of having a knuokle
duster in his pocket.

Patrick OtLeary beceme Aoting 0,C,; Con Begley became
end Lieutenant.. :

" Thare were various raids for arms on the houses of °
Loyalists during these times, but without muoh result, except
at the residence near Upton of a Colonel Austin, a rétired
British Army Officer. The raiders there secured two Bouble~
barreled shotguns, 40 roundsammunition for same, & pair of
field glasses and a haversack.

1020,
January: '

Raids for arms continued but without very satisfactory
results. The Company armement now consisted of 4 double barrel
ed shotguns; 1 R.,JI.C. Carbine; 1 Spanish .45 Revolver;

1 .22 rifle; 12 G H.Q. ‘Grenades; about 100 rounds’of shotzun
ampunition: 30 rounds ,303 ammunition; 20 rounds .45
annunition,

For the atteck on Mount Plemsant R,I.C. Barracks bombs
and guncotton were secured from the City of Cork, In -
addition, homé-made canister bombs were used. About.fifteen
of the Enockavilla Compesny took part in the attack which
lasted for two hours, but without result, as the Garrison of
- R,I.C. here - the old Regular Force - held out despite heavy
rifle fira from the attackers from the front and rear of the
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Barracks. A mine which wes placed failed to -explode. The
attacking party withdrew without casualties, Following
this there were intensive ralds in the area by the police
but no arrests were made as an R,I.C, man in Innishannon
gave the tip about projected ralds. .

February:

During this month there were ralds for arms and two
shotgung .and one revolver were secured.

Marech:

The mail train from Cork was held up at Upton and the
mails for West Cork were taken. There was nothing important
seocured, though a pair of white gloves being sent for
presentation to the Assize Judge was found. This, I belleve,
was the usual gesture when thers was no serious erime in the
County.

April:

During this month there was intensive ralding by R.I.C.
and British Military. During one of these raids a Voluntesr
named Hawkes, belonging to the Company, when trylng to escape
was shot in the. leg but was not arrested. ‘He was unfortunate
enough to have the leg amputated afterwards,

Tn view of the marked hostility and activity by local
R.I.C, the decision came down from Brigede that, in future,
they should be ambushed whenever possible, Consequehtly, an
ambush was prepared with'five men on the job but the expected
enemy did not come along, A second ambush was prepared near
Upton with five men lying in walt and two as "“scouts, This
was successful, Thres R.I.C. were ambushed., A Sergeant
and a'Constable were killed and their revolvers and anmunition
taken., A third Constable escaped with his arms. A few
days after this the mail train was hald up again at Upton but
nothing important was got, c

May:

Tn the meantime Upton R,I.C, Barracks had been vacated,
but for fear of re-occupation by.a larger garrison, it was one
night demolished. It could not be fired as it was semi-
detached - a private house being part of the same structure -
so it had to be destroyed with orowbars and sledzes, &
dangerous job in the dark; however, it was done. Durlng
this month, too, £150 (One hundred and fifty pounds) in
govereigns and half-sovereigns were robbed from two miserly
fermers living near Innishennon. Two suspected men were
arrested by the Knockaville Company and proved to be the
culprits. After three weeks' detention they aonfessed and
they were fined, The money wage recovered from its hiding
plece in Innishannon Graveyard and was Trestored to the owners,
who, no doubt, hld it away safely again instead of lodging it
in the Bank,
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dJune :

In accordance with an order 1issued from G.H.Q., men
who were badly wented by the British Authorities stayed
together at night instead of in their own homes., In the
Enockaville Company Area there were two Columns composed of
about twelve each, However, the situation eased after about
g month and they returned to their homes,

¥While the Camps were in being the Company provided
armed guards at night in case of attempted ralds, but such
did not happen. There was a full mobilisatlion of the
Company to attack a British ¥Wilitary Convoy on the
Inni shennon road at this time but it was called off,

July:

Another job which did not come off was a prepared -
ambush for a military cycle party in Ballingdee one Sunday.
This was just for the purpose of disarming the pariy.

Word came out from Cork at thls time that there wes an ex-
British soldier named Crowley in the Company Area who had
informed on members of the party which had ambushed <The
R, I.C, at Upton, For this he had got an award of £20
{Twenty Pounds) and had been promised amother like sum,

He was arrested and executed.

The Compeny armsment now was: 7 double barreled
shotguns; 5 single barreled shotguns; one carbine; 5 .45
revolvers; 1 Parabellum; ome ,32 automatic; 1 .23 revolver;
20 G,H.Q. grenades; 12 cenister bombs; 150 rounds’shotgun
agmmunition; 60 rounds .303 ammunition; 50 rounds .45
ammunition; 20 rounds parabellum ammunition; 20 rounds
automatic emmunition. There was alsc a quentity of
explesives,

An attack was now being planned on Immishannon R, IC.
Barracks and was to take place on a Sunday morning. 4 large
land mine was made, A dozen Volunteers were uO rush the
door under covering fire from their comrades and altogether
60 or 70 men were to be engaged., However, as a surprise
the attack was spolled by the sccidental discharge of a
rifle when the party was taking up position near the
Barracks and nothing came of it, At this time an ambush
was prepared for the military where the railway bridge
orosses the road west of Innishennon. A suspiclous
character wags observed henging around but got away before he
could be seized and the sembush party was then withdrawn and
took up a position at enother place, but in the long run
nothing happened.

August:

For two Sundays in succession a military cycle
patrol passed along the road which runs over Brinny Bridge,
and so a position was taken up there on the third Sunday to
ambush this party. Informetion was apparently given to the
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British and instead of the ecycle patrol coming along the road
military came from Bandon asross the fields and got in at the
rear of tha position unseen by the scouts, They opened fire
on the ambush party, which, however, got away under covering
fire of a party of five or six, which included myself, though
there wers two slightly wounded. Unfortunately, Tim Fitzgerald,
1st Lisutenent of the Gaggln Company, who was fighting with the
covering party, was killed, .
At this time the Black and Tans were in Innishannon
Barracks and five men took up a position one day to account for
a par:iaalarly obnoxious one but he did not turn up, though
expected,

September:

The mail trein from Cork was hald up this time at Kinsale
Junction gbout 4,30 in the morning. Quite an amount of
correspondence for people such as Lord Bandon was seized and for
members of the British Forces in West Cork, but there was nothing
important in it., Tom Eslleher of the Knockevilla Company joined
the Brigade Column st this time for an ambush of British Milltary
at Farranlobbus near Dunmanway. Nothing happened there but when
the party was returning it ambushed two lorries containing
personnel of the Essex Regiment near Neweeatown Cross, Enemy
aasugltias were: two Officers killed and some other ranks
wounded, :

Cetober:

The Company Staff now was Patrick O'Leary, 0.C,.; Tom
Kalleher, lst ILieutenant; John Hartnett, 2nd Lieutenant; '
John Kelleher, Adjutant; Frank Drew, Quartermaster. The Section
Gommanders remained unchanged, . I now became Assistant Quarter-
master of the Brigade, .

There was 8 training camp in a farmhouse at Ball ymurphy
being run for Officers under Tom Barry. - The whole ‘Enockavilla
Compeny was on duty there and. acted as scouts, armed outposts,
in carrying out transport, supply and admini stration generally,’
Thare were also four civilian prisoners here - suspected sples -
who had to be looked after in a nearby houss, Cn termingtion
of this camp the Battalion Column was formed and for a start off
took up a position on the Cork-Bandon miln road at Farnahoe,
negr Innishannon. Most of the Brigade Staff and the 1lst -
Bgttalion Staff were with the Column which totalled about 60,
Three lorries of military passed every day and this particular
day the Column lay in weit for thlis convoy but it did not come
along. It was a drenching wet day and the Column was withdrawn
o Ballymurphy into billets. About a week after it moved out
and carried out a sueocessful ambush at Toureen whers oOne enemy
Officer and four Other Ranks were killed and thelr arms and
anmunition taken. Actually a total of about seven or eight
rifles were got that day. I took part in the preparations for
this embush. It has been described in detail in Tom Barry's
book. After the ambush the Column moved south and ¢rossed the
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Bandon River at XKilmacsimon Quay. Those members of the
Knockavilla Company with the Column now returned to thelr
own area, bringing some of the captured stuff back. They
took quite a chance by crossing the main road from near the
place the ambush had taeken place as there was enemy activity
in the vicinity at the.time; ’

The evening of the same dey I, along with Dick Barretti,
Brigade Quartermaster, returned to the Company ares end, being
Assistant Brigede Quartermaster, I was given charge of a lot
of the heavy stuff, smmunition and batteries for the mines,
I brought these in a pony and trap to the dump in my own place
at Raheen, The same night, too, a Section was posted as armed
guard on Mahonys of Belrose, then being used as Brigade Head-
quarters. Some days, too, after the Toureen ambush we
recelved information that a party of British Intelligence
Officers would be travelling out around Crossbarry. Two car
loads of them travelled but, unfortunately, they went in snother
direction =mnd the ambush prepared for them by Tom Barry on the
Quarry Road did not teke place, At this time the maln Brigade
and the Company dumps wers at Raheen, There were others at
Ballymurphy and Belrose., Five or six local Volunteers weTe
responsible for all the dumps and for looking after arms.
This was no light job as all the dumps now contained a
considerable amount of arms and ammunition, and rifles, shot-
gung and revolvers had to be kept cleaned and oiled, In

_addition, there was the matter of sscurity which made the job

a responsible one indeed for these men, The Brincipal billets
in the Knockavilla area were : O'Mahony's at Delrose;
Eelleher's of Crowhill; O*Sulliven's of Raheen; Murphy's of
Ballincourneaning; Cogkley's of Knockmatrinane; H, Forde and
C. Forde of Ballymurphy; Delaney's of Ballymurphy; Begleys

of Ballymurphy; O'Learys of Ballyhandle and O'Connells of
Ballinphellic, The Company Intelligence Staff at this time
congl sted of; Denis O'Mahony, Williasm Barrett, Stephen Moore,
Patrick 0'Callaghen, J, O'Mahony, P. Cronini. and Tim MeCarihy.

The Arms Fund Collection was going on at this time with
some success. The Knockavilla Company was sometimes deputed
to look after prisoners brought in from other Company areas.
As an instance, the Bandon Company brought a suspeoted spy for
detention to Knockavilla area. He was held along with another
suspect named Bateman. Eventually Bateman was acquitted but
the other was found guilty and executed,

¥ichesl O'Brien, 0,0, Kilbrittan Company, died of
diphtheria about this time, too, and the Knockavilla Compeny
mobilised for the funeral and marched in military formetion
through the Martial Law area. The usual volleys were fired
at the gravéside but.no enemy appeared to interfere with the
procesdings.

Tom Barry now started a Brigade Trelning Camp near
Dunmanway. One of the Knockavilla men - Sedn Falvey - went
through the Course at this Camp and in the following month
took part in the Kilmichael Ambush,
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November: . | . .

: The Brigade got information that there was a big
guantity of petrol for West Cork coming down by traln and a
"hold up" was arranged for .the early morning at Kinsale
Junction., Among thosa on-this job were: Tom Barry, Lian
Deasy and Mossy Donmegan. I was there myself, Three
different treins were held up one morning and the pstrol was
got on the third train. It was in tins and we got away
three cert loads of it, Iilck Hurley, now in the U,.S.a.,
and then belonging to Knockavilla Company, took part in’the
fight with British Militery in Bandon during this month,

: A porter at Upton Station informed us that there was
a number of documents in an office there which had spparently
been mislagid, We secured this stuff and it all turned out
to be police ocorrespondence not very important. We held up
the main train at Kinsalé Junction sgain this month but
without any great result.

December:

A Battalion Column was formed in the Company area
for the ambush of military travelling from Bandon to Cork
at & place named Clashanimud, near Upton. - The first day
nothing happened as no military travelled but on the evening
of the second day as the Column was getting into position
the enemy appeared and a running fight ensued, the Column
withdrawing without casualties. It remained in the area
for two days afterwerds, though no.enemy appeared,

The Knockavilla Compeny acted as armed outposts
during this time, One day towards the end of the month
T was working - repairing a fence in a field - and I could -
hesr & distance off a sound as if a tractor was engaged on
Winter ploughing, Tractors were not very common at this
time but I did not pay any great attention to the noise,
unfortunately for myself, for the sound must have been that
of 8 military lorry. A&t all events, shortly after I was
ordered to put my hands up and three British Officers
appeared over the fence and held me up wlth thelir revolvers
unpleasantly close to me. From the deseription I got after-
wards one was Major Percival .of the Essex Regiment and
another was a Lieutensnt Hotblack, the man who spoke with a
pronounced stutter. I did not know who the other was.,
Percival asked me my name and when I did not reply he told
me it himself and also told me a lot more about myself, -
detailing activities in whieh I had teken part, and telling
me it was no use in denying such, I was marched away by
these three Officers and down and into Jagoe's farmyard
where I was held for a considerable time while parties of
the Essex Regiment assembled there apparently after raiding
the locality. As each party came in members of 1t made it
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their business to knock me about and altogether I received
pretty bad heandling from them, ~Two other prisoners were
brought in, one of whom I racognissd as a Volunteer, When

all the military were assembled and ready to move off

Pereival ordered the other two prisoners to be put in the

first lorry, saying "They are for Bandon®, He ordered me

to be put in the last lorry, saylng "He 1s going to Cork"™,

I hed other views on this matter, more especially when affer
the convoy moving off the last lorry, of which I was one of

the occupants, stopped every 100 yards or so, so as to increase
the distence batween it and the convoy in front. Eventually,
when it was lsolated it halted st the end of a boreen leadlng
up into a nerrow ravime with high hills on each side and I was
ordered to gt out on to the rosd, Ons soldier only descended
from the lorry; he was a Corporal and I distincily remenmber
he wore & c¢cap instead of a tin helmet., He climbed down from
the cab of the lorry, armed only with a short Webley, He
ordered ms %o move and urged me on up the boreen at the point
of s revolver until the two of us were out of sight of the lorry
on the rosd. I knew what was intended and that the excuss for
what was sbout to be done would be "shot while attempting to
escape™. At the eritical moment, as if by instMinet, I turned
sharply and he fired at the same moment. I could see a flame
from the muzzle of the revolver almost touch my chest and I
made a spring. Though the road was a sheet of ice I did not
slip s I ran up along it before I cleared the boundary fence
in one jump. #As I ran up the road I could hear several sharp
reports from the gun of my deputed killer, I zot across
gseveral fields with the one idea of saving my 1life and about
three fields away when clearing s fence I went over on my

head and could not rise, I thought I had been shot and could
feel the dampness running down my chest, I felt with my hand
for the blood but it was the sweat from all my efforts,

Finding I was unhurt restored my strength and I got up and
moved on, avoiding the lower ground for fear the locality
would be encireled and that I would be caught in the ravine, *
I, however, escaped and did not know if any attempt was made

to go after me, As far as I could see when in Jagoe's farm-
yard all the personnel of the Essex Regiment seemed to be a
low evil crowd and I formed the opinion that they were mostly
drawn from the London underworld,

Jagoe was a loyalist and hed given informetion., He
left the country shortly efter when he found we were on his
‘Eraﬂk .

Martial Law was now intensified by the introduction of
pdditional provisions, as, for instance, the death penalty
for carrying arms or even for harbouring rebels, House -~
holders were required to have a list of the occupants of the
house displayed inside the main door. Then, too, coupled
with all this, was the Bishop of Cork's excommunication decree

which needs no amplification here.

Another blg raid was carried out at this time through
the Knockavilla Company area, and John O'Sullivan of Raheen
and Patrick Cronin were captured and interned.
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John Falvey, a member of the Company, took part in a
Column Ambush near Geggin where a Trunning fight ensued.
The Black snd Tans and R,I.C. were the opponents and they
captured one of the Column Scouts - McClean from Sehull -~
and murdered him then and there,. He was armed with a
revolver but he was not killed in action; he was taken
prisoner and then shoi.

About 20 rifles were removed from the Company Area to
Kilmacsimon Quay in preparation for an attack on Kilbrittain
Barracks, This was during the last days of 1920 and we had
a walk of nine miles each way on a Sunday night bringing
these rifles along to the Quay and returning again,

logl,
January.

The Raheen Dumps during this period were holding at
least 30 rifles, together with smaell arms, emmunition, mines
and explosives., News came from Bandon thal the Essex had
secured informgtion about the location of these dumps,
Myself and a oouple of others hurriedly prepared new dumps
and in one night the three of us shifted everything from the
old dumps to the naw ones,

The way we congtructed a dump was by salecting a pessags-
way from one field to another between the sarth banks of a
fence, These passages were generally blocked by an old gate
or a furze bush and got much usags from cattle being driven
through, and on that account in Winter weather Were Vvery
muddy and did not, to our mind, atiract mach attention, We
dug awey a big hole in the end of the bank and stored in
there a large box full of arms, ammunition, etc., walled it
round with stones and packed in the earth, making the outside
then as natural as possible, The night we prepared the new
dumps and shifted the stuff to them was Little Christmas Eve
and the following day, the holiday morning, 6th January, 1921,
a mixed party of the Essex, Auxiliaries, Black and Tans and
old R, I.C. came and raked through the lands of two farms,
actually coming on four empty dumps, All they got, however,
was a 'Peter the Painter' in a small private dump of my own,

One night a quantity of ammunition and explesives was

brought from the dumps in a farm cart 10 Quarry Cross, where
80 or 70 of the Battalidn mobilised, Six were from the
Knockavilla Compeny end were nearly all Company Officers.
Yen were in billets from early morning and throughout the day,
and in the evening there was a hurried assambling of all when
a party of 6§ military from Bandon came very near the billets.
Except for a-few volleys fired by the enemy at some of our

“seouts nothing happensd and as the darkness set in the
_ military withdrew. The Golumn moved on to Newcestown where

everyone had a meal. TFEarly the following morning an ambush
position was taken up ab Mawbeg on the Bandon-Dunmanway Toad.
Enemy lorries passed through nearly evary day. By now there
was well over 100 in the Column and two mines were laid in
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front of the ambush position, Nothing happened, however,
and after waiting all day the Column withdrew northwards
after dark, After a short rest another ambush position
was taken up at Mallowgaton, A spy who had been captured

a couple of nights praviously was shot and his body left on
the rondway. News was sent into Bandon about this to try
and draw out the military. The day passed but they did not
appesr so the Column withdrew and had a mesl in the locality.
Another spy named Bredfield, a loyalist lendosner, had been
arrested snd he was shot, There is an account of this in
Tom Barry*'s book, -

The Column now crossed ths Bandon river at Baxter's
Bridge and marched away in the Clonakilty direction, going
into billets at Cashel between Bandon and Ballinascerthy.
Tt rested there for the remainder of that night and all the
next day, which was a Sunday. On Sundey night the Column
divided in two and entered the town of Bandon, One party
ecrossed the river by the footbridge near Castlebernard and
took up positiong around the Military and Black and Tans'
Barracks, This paty was under Charlie Hurley. The
remainder of the Column entered the town from the south side
and took.up positions in Shamnnon Street with a section of ten

. men on the railway bridge overlooking that street, All

approaches into the South Main Street and to the R.I.C.
Berracks at the further end of it were held, The object
was to. ambush a large Curfew Patrol which ceme out of the
1411 tary Barracks and paraded through the town every night.
The Column waited in this position until 2 a.m. on Nonday
morning but no Curfew Patrol came out, The party masking
the Military Barracks eventually opened fire on it and both
military and Black and Tank from their respective quarters
replied with a terrific. opposing fire. Eventually the
Column withdrew, one man with the north party - 0'Rellly of
the Kilbrittain Company - being killed. The men of the
south party withdrew about three miles and billeted at
Knockrowe., The following night they crossed the Bandon
river in boats at Collier's Quay and marched into the
Knoakavilla Company srea and joined up with the remginder of
the Column where they sbayed all that day. In the evening
I was sent with six othars to raid Castlemore Lime Works,
about six miles away, for exploalves but we found nothing.

The Column moved off at night for an attack om
Tnni shennon Barracks, Most of the local Company werTe out
during the night acting as scouts. The Column moved into
the village about 11.30 p.m, A mine was placed against
the wall of the Barracks and a storming party deputed to rush
the Barracks when the mine went off, Another party was
stationed about 200 yards on the Bandon side of the village
covering the Bridge in case of enemy reinforcements from
that direction, while a section was on the Cork side with the
same mission, Then another party under Ted O'Sullivan took
up a position at Brinny Cross in case any reinforcements
might come that way. They had done that before. . Afler all
the se preparations the mine at® Innishannon did not go off
and after firing e few volleys the attacking party in the
village withdrew. The Blsck end Tans sent up Verey lights
and kept firing for a long-time. In case the Signals would
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attract the attention of the British who might come aroung
by Brinny the Column joined up with Ted O*Sullivan's party
there and held smbush positions for about an hour but no one
came,

After this the whole Column withdrew to the northern
end of the Knockavlille Company Area and the following day
marched to Newcestown, The Force was divided here, one pariy
of thirty under John Lordan went on for Bandon and got into
gositian about 80 yards on the north side of the Military

grracks, while the main body was to close in on the south
gide. T was with the north side party and we were to walt
for shots as a signal from the party on the south side when
the Curfew Patrol was out, but nothing heppened and we with-
drew about 2 a.mn, The northern section of the Column went
to Newcestown and we there disbanded, returning to our own
arsaes,

The main body went on to the Clonakilty Area and a
few days afterwards the fight at Burgatia House took place.
When the six men of the Knockavilla Company who were with the
Column returned to the Company Area they found that on the
previous day a big 'round-up' by British Military had taken
place there, Every able-bodied man in the district was
rounded up and taken down to Brinny Cross where they were made
level out the walls on both sides and reduce any other coyer
there that would conceal an ambush party. During the job

a party of Auxiliseries came along and gave the workers a bad
kxnocking about without eny attempt being made by the military
to stop them, Though there were a good many wanted men in
this forced labour party only three were detained, They were
Volunteers: they were interned. Their names were Frank
Drew, the Company Quartermaster, Stephen Moore and Jer,
Bucklay. Some rifles were again removed from the Company
Area to Kilmassimon Quay and a rald for mails took place st
Upton Post Office, There was nothing important found in the
mail,

February:

: About the 7th or 8th I was orderad tO Z0 on to the
Column then going into the Skibbereen Area, I left home on
s Saturdey night by trap, cerrying in it some spere rifles,
ammunition, explosives and electric cable., ThesSe wers for
the Column, Flor Begley was with ms, We trawvelled to
Newcestown, picked up John Lordan, the Vice Battalion 0,C,,
there and went on to Ahiohill and Rossmore where & Brigade
Council Meeting 'was teking place, Begley and Lordan attend-
ed this Maeting, T left there eerly on lMonday morning with
five or six others ermed with rifles who were going on to the
Column, We now had two horses and carts. e went on to
Drinagh where we rested, The Brigade 0.C,, Charlie Hurley,
visited us there with some instructions from the Column
Commander, This was the last time I saw him slive., The
party left Drinegh for Kilcoe, the Column having gons in that
direction. On the wey in the night time we met a burial
party under Con Comnolly, This party had a farm-cart with
a coffin én-it and in it the remains of a young Tolunteer -

O*Driseoll - who had been accidentally killeq the-dey before.
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At Kilcoe the six riflemen left me and took 'a short cut
through the fields to the Column billets while I went slong the
road with the farm cart filled with arms and ammunition, Our
transport had been reduced to one cart by thls time., During
the last mile of the journey along the main road between '
Skibberesn and Schull I heard the noisa of lorries approaching,
I urged on the horsse and lucklly enough a bye-road was not far
gway and I turned up it just in-time for soon four lorries of
military passed slong the mairn road missing me by a few minutes.
I got to Column headquarters and the men there were all in’
defensive positions having heard the lorries down the road,
Shortly after the Column moved out for Gaheragh, The following
night it went on for the attack in Skibberesen as described by
Tom Barry in "Guerilla Days®. During the whole of my journey
to the Column.I suffered severely from pains in the legs and
body and when the Golumn moved off I was left behind, very ill,
The Column Commaender, before leaving, gave instructions that I
be moved to a safe place near Ballydehob, That was done that
night., Dr, MeCerthy of Durrus came the day after to attend to
me and found I had acute Theumatic fever, The Schull -
Volunteers removed me to Schull Union Hospital and I remained
there a long time for I was wery ill indeed. I will always
remember the men who brought me there, They were Jim Hayes and
Gibbs Ross, both now desd, and Seén O'Driscoll who lives in
Skibbereen. Tha doector end nursing staff in the hospitael were
very good to me, '

In the firat few weeks of February it was ﬁaticed that
a small party of military from Kinsale used to change trains at

Kinsale Junction and travel on to West Cork, It was arranged

to attack them at Upton Station, A small perty was organised
for the attack, mostly local men with a few Brigade Staff
Officers, including the 0,C,, Charley Hurley, Flor Begley,
Sedn Phelan and Pat 0*Sullivan,

|

On February 15th the party, consisting of ten local
men srmed with Ross Canadian and lee Enfield rifles and the
remainder armed with revolvers and automatics, fell in at’
Raheen and proceeded to the Station over three miles away.
Upton is a small station on the Cork and Bandon Railway.
The Station premises and Signal Cabin are on one slde of the
line - the north side - and a Goods Store and a terrace of
low houses are on the other side. The country round is very
flat with very large fields sloping down to the station,
Two scouts with bicycles were stationed at Kinsale Junction
to report the number of military on the train to the men at
Upton. Two other small parties were engaged in blocking the
roads leading to the station, The train was dus at Upton at
9,30 in the morning. Some of the ambush party.took up
positions in the station premises; a few others were in the
Goods Store and behind a low wall close beside the railway
line, The scouts on the bicyoles at Kinsale Junction
falled to make Upton before the train. Insteed of a small
party of military in"a couple of carriages, as expectled,
militery from Cork City going on to the West were in all the
carriages the full length of the itrain. They Were beldng-
ing to the King's Liverpool Regiment stationed at Skibbsreen.
As the train stopped fire was opened by the Volunteers, to.
which the military replied at omce, Almost in the first
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yolley Sedn Phelan, a Liverpool Irishmen, and Batt Falvey
were killed. Three others - Pat 0'Sullivan, John Hartnett
and Dan O'Maghoney - recelved terrible wounds, Shortly
af terwards the Brigade 0.C., Who was on top of the iron
footbridge over the rallway, was wounded in the head.

Stx civilians were killed, four passengers and two Railway
officigls, the Guard and a Porter. After a short while the

‘Brigade 0,C. blew his whistle d4s a signal to retreat from

what wes a hopeless engagement, Ths wounded Brigadier and
Tom Kelleher got one hundred yards down the line under heavy
fire as far as the level crossing, Felleher got a position
in the turnstile wicket and opened rapid fire on the milltary
who were advancing in all directions, TUnder that covering
fire the other members of the attacking party managed to
extricate themselves, Den O'Mahoney, wounded in the hip,
was helped along by Din Doolan to Murphy's farmhouse, s short
distance away, where he collapsed, The Murphy raimiiy did all
they could for him and hid him in the corner of g field where -
he remained all day and until nightfall., Enemy ralders
falled to find him where he was concealed, IHe was removed
that night by some civilians, During the day, though, he
wes attended by Fr, O'Connor of the Order of Charity. This
priest belonged to Upton Tndustrial School and was a good
friend to the I.R.A, O'Mahoney, after spending a long time
in g Cork Hospital, recovered but. dled some yeers afterwards
from the effects of the wounds he had got. John Hartnett,
who was shot through the lung, was helped away by O'Leary and
a few others, Hes also recovered, Pal 0*'Sullivan, a man of
splendid physlique, was shot through the stomech, Despite
this: he made his way alone carrying his rifle. for a mile
through the sountry to a farmhouse where he got some attention
end was then 'Temoved in a trap to the northern end of the
Company Area, He there got some msdical attention but dled
a few days later in a Cork Hospital, The Brigade 0.C. and
Tom Kelleher, after covering the retreat of the others, had
to meke their way at least a quarter of a mile through open °
gountry before they were out of rifle range from the Station,
They eventually got away some miles into comparative safety
where the Brigade 0.C, was able to get medical attention.

He recovered from his wounds but was killed on the morning

of Crossbarry about five weeks later, The bodies of Falvey
and Phelan were taken to Cork by the milltary but ‘wére olaimed
as Telatives by members of the City Cumenn ns mBhan. They,
along with Pat 0'Sulliven, were buried in St. Finbarr's
Cemstery 1n the Republican Plot, some casuslties were caused
among the British, all wounded, but the numbers were never
made known, On the day of Pat O'Sulliven's burial, while
nis family were in Cork, his home at Raheen was raided
extensively by British military, a workman there being
arrested and interned. A woman and a young girl who were in
the house at the time WeTe arrested, too, and were taken
around the country all day in a lorry, They were however,
brought beck unharmed and were released at nightfail near
Raheen, About this time an enemy Spy was arresbted by

' members of the Knockavilla Compeny. He was badly wanted by

the lst Cork Brigade. He was handed over and was duly shot.
Patrick O'Leary, the Company 0.,C., was arrested towards the
end of Februery but he was not identified and was released
afteT o few Weeks. Five other members of the Company Were
arrested as well, Some of them were interned and a few
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others, though they were badly wanted men, were released,
There were again changes in the Company at this time,

Tom Eellsher became 0.C, and two new men - James Ryan and
Sedn Falvey - went on the Company Staff. .

Mhrch:

The Brigade Column entered the area and went into
billets. Tt left for a positdon at Ship Pool shortly after
on the Innishannon-Kinsale road, This was on St, Patrick's
Day. Nothing heppened there and the Column moved back
northwards to Knockavilla again, . Then came the fight at
Crossbarry on the 19th March, It has already been described
{n Tom Bgry's book, About twenty members of the Knookavilla
Company took part in the fight. Some were scouts, others dug
the holes for the mines in the road and some wers on transport
work, A good many of these were caught thet morning but

being unarged they passed themselves off as farm labourers going

to work and got away with it, The Brigade 0,0, - Charley
Hurley - was killed in Humphrey Forde's house at Ballymurphy,
about two miles from the scene of the Crossbarry Ambush,

The owner wes arrested and sentenced to six months for
harbouring rebels. His hay, straw and oats were burned b{
the British, A neighbour, another man nemed Forde, was also
arrested but a dump on his land escaped destection., About a
week later, in a 'round-up', eight memhers of the Company
were arrasted, including D'faary'naw lst Lieutenant, Some
were interned and others received short sentences of imprison-
ment. At this time, too, the Compeny, which had hitherto
numbered ninety and had become  somewhet disorganised after
Upton, pulled itself together egain in time for Crossbarry
and under the leadership of Tom Eelleher, Hg spent long
periods with the Column and tbbk a leading part at Crossbarry,
the Rosscarbery Barracks attack and many other fights, A
police force was organised in the Company at this time as
part of the Republican Police and mainteined law and order in
the sbsence of the R,.I,C., who were, of course, wholly
engeged on militery duties. Our police ensured that public-
houses closed at the proper times, collected fines imposed

by the Republican Courts, arrested prisoners for civil
offences and carried out as Well as possible under the circum-
stances of the times normal police duties.

April:

Official reprisals began. Britlish Military burned
down five farmhouses in the area, They were Kellehers of
Crowhill, O'Mahoneys and Delaneys of Belrose, O'Learys of
Ballyhandle and Hartnetts of Kllleens, As counter-reprisals
the houses of two loyalists - Harolds and Beasleys where the
ambush took place at Crossbarry - were burned by the
Volunteers. Enemy columns with military transport were
moving through the area and activities were becoming very
difficult and dangerous, However, the Company succeeded in
cutting trenches in roads leading into the district as well
as breaking down a small river bridge. Volunteers were also
engaged in temporarily repairing the houses of the burnt-out
people, They were glso engasged in working the lands for men
‘on the run' or in prison, '

L
1
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- About the end of the month Richard Barrett, Brigede
Quartermester, who was a teacher in the district, Denis

O'Mahoney of Belrose and Eugens Bagley of Ballymurphy were
arrested and interned. Dick Barrett escaped out of Spike
Igland Internment Camp during ths Truce.

Yay: J

|

- Local Volunteers were angaged in despateh and transport
work to other Company Areas, The Flying Column again entersd’
Knockavilla Ares two days after the Rosscarbery Barrack attack.
An ‘enemy raiding party ceme to within a few hundred yards of
the Column billets, Loecal men acted as scouts and armed out-
posts and when the Column withdrew scouted for it as far as
Newcestown, A small section was called out to sgttack an enemy
party at Kilpatrieck near Bandon but this was ealled off for
some Teason, Others removed telephone apparatus from Upton
Post Office and Kinsale Junction Station. The wires were also
tapped for informetion and all bicyeles were seized by the -
Volunteers and dumped in the area. . A sectlon of the Company
also derailed a train on which militery were expected to travel
from Kinsale, near Ballymartle Station. . - '

| i
June : q

|
; A very important spy at Innishennon - Colonsl Peacocke,
g retired British Officer - was sought after and on two
oecasions an smbush was laid for him at a house which he used
to visit near Upton, IHs was eventually shot dead by two
Officers of the Company at his own house at Innishennecn,

Three membsrs of the Company tock part in tha.burning of

: Lbngfields of Kilcolman, Enniskean, a prominent loyalist, and

also in the burning of Peacockeds, Dennehy's, Frewen's,
Stenning's and of Cor Castle - all.residences of British loyal-
ists, There was a special Unit of picked men for these jobs,
which were all reprisals for similar actions by the British,
Such work had to be dome quiekly end thoroughly. . About this
time, too, a quantity of erms, including a Hotehkiss Machine
Gun, and ammunition came down by train to Kinsale Junoction

and was bteken over by Willism Barrett, a local shopkeseper.

The Stationmaster there, Mr, O'Leary, was also a good supportsr
of ours, The gun was kept in the area for some time and wes
carad for by local Volunteers, :

A section was gobilised to ambush lorries of military

which used pass along the road betwsen Bendon and Crossbarry.

A conceéaled trench was cut, The Hotohkiss gun was brought

out and manned by an ex~British soldier but nothing happened

as the military did not travel.  ©On two other occcasions as
well armed parties lay to atteck the military on the traln at
Kinsale Junetion but nothing haeppened here at elther time,
Persons arrested for civil or suspected of other offences were
detained in the Company arsa at this time, Seén Falvey was
now arrested for the third time by the British., This time he
was kept and sentenced to three months® hard labour, aepparently
for being a suspect, He was released during the Truce.
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Parties of snipers under Tom Kglleher carried out .sniping
attacks on Innisharmon R.I.C. Barracks, wounding one
Constable, - '

July:

A1l Peaccocke's goods and livestock were confiscated
by the X, R.A., and removed by members of the Knockavilla
Company to the Company area where everything was disposed of
in order to swell the Arms. Fund, At the seizure of these
goods armed outposts were stationed at the Bridge and other
points near the village, Curfew being in force at the time and
military passing that road continuously, as well as there being
an R, I.C, post 1n‘'the village. The last selzure wes made on
the night of the 9th July, two nights before the Truce. That
night, before withdrawing, the outposts fired at the R,I.C.
Barracks for the last time,

I was out of hospital about the middle of May and stayed
for awhile in Mark Lucey's house in Dunmanus, Then I made
contact with Brigade Headquarters which was then In the
Dunbescon Company area, The Quartermaster, Tadgh O'Sullivan,
who was Brigade Quartermaster too, then advised me to go up
to Cork to see a Specialist, TWith Flor Bezley I went in a
motor cargo boat from Schull to Cork, I saw the doctor there
and he advised me to go back to a quiet area and have a good
long rest. After a couple of days I went back the same way
and went to Lucey's house, There was a Battallion Column in
the area then under Sedn Lehane. That column had a number of
prepared ambushes for the enemy on the Schull-Skibbereen road =~
ambushes which did not come off, ' '

A party carried out a very successful raid on the
Fastnet Lighthouse and got a lot of stufif there - :a big
guantity of guncotton and detonators, '

About the middle of June, the 23rd in fact, the last
great enemy sweep took place. They advanced on Schull froa
the north and had a line from Durrus to Roaring Water Bay.
With that line they swept the area. They also had a gunbogh
patrolling off the coast, The night that the sweep started
the Column burned the Schull Workhouse and a party also fired
on the Coastguard Station at S¢hull where the Royal Marines
were. They had to meke a very quick 'get-away'! after the
burning because the enemy were coming along from Durrus,

The Column got sway along an old road down the side of lMount
Gabriel to Dunmanus, I was called out from Lucey's house
about one o'eclock in the morning and went along with the
Column, Bbats were prdeured at Dunmanus and the whole party
erossed Dunmanus Bay to the Kilcrchane Peninsula. The
Column remained the whole of the following day on the alert,
The enemy combed every house on the Dunmanus side of the Bay.
That night scouts reported that the enemy were advancing on
the Kilerchane Peninsula. The Column Commander made arrange-
ments for more boats to eross Bantry Bay to the Castletownbere
side, There was another alternative,to go down the cliffs
eand into the caves. Anyway, during that night sgain, more

news came that the enemy were withdrawing., That ecased the
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gsituation. They dld withdraw eastward. The night after
the whole Column crossaed Dunmenus Bay again to the Schull
area, The Column disbanded then and the men returned to
their own Company Areas. I remained on there with the
Headquarters Staff, : ;

A couple of attempts were made by members of the
Battalion Staff to ambush parties of the Marinss gt Schull
but they were hardly stirring out at all at that time,

The days wore on and we moved from one Company #4rea to the
other and one day in Ballydehob raiders ceme in lorries from
Skibbereen. As all the principal roads were trenched their
progress was very slow and we had no difficulty in evading
them, Our party moved back to Dunbeacon. A few more days
passed by and the Truce came, The arms were put away and it
was the end of the guerilla war. )

The Knockavilla Company area was a hilly distriet in
the north-eastarn portion of the parish. Another Company -
Kilpatriek - was to the south-mest. There was another to
the south at Innishsnnon, There were actually three Companiss
altogether in the Parish of EKnockavilla, The people were

mostly small farmers, The majority were with the Volunteers;
a few were passive and gave very little willing assistance.

The area for a long time was a safe one for men  '‘on the rum?

and for Brigade and Battalion Staff Officers, There was a lot
of administrative work and planning carried on there, Head-
quarters was at O'Mahoney's of Belrose. It was a great
billeting place for Brigade and Battalion Columns, It was also
the nearest Company in the Brigasde area to Cork City and on

that account was important for communications, There were also
4two important roads rumnning through it - one via Crossberry to
Cork and the other - the main road running from Bandon to Cork -
running on the southern border. There were altogether six
engagements took place in or near the area and g number of
prepared ambushes. The Company numbered about &0 (sixty)
active men sltogether. They were mostly farmers' sons and
farm lsbourers.

The organisation was good and the Officers wers good,
Officers were changed from time to time through casualties,
arrests, and so on, but there were always good men to take
their place. Some of the men had long service in the Brigade
Column and the rest took part in local engagements and other
activities,. :

There were about a dozen girls in the Cumsnn na mBhan
organisation in the Company Area. Wisg Bridget C'Mahonsy
of Belrose and Miss Kathleen 0'Sulliven were thelr leaders,
and they did remarkable despatch work and took a lot of
small arms from place to place for the Company., They took
care of arms and concealed them, They cared wounded and
sick men, They helped at billets and looked after the
welfare of the active men generally. There Were many other
women and girls, too, who heRped and who did the same type

- of work, The I ,R.B., was organised within the Knpcka?illa
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Company in the usual way as a Circle,  About fourteen

members of the Company belonged to it, Mestings were
generally held once a month, It was mostly during the early
stages of the fighting that for particular jobs it was members
of the I . .R.B. in the Company who were picked to carry out
these jobs, As the fight became hotter there was naturally
no distinetion between I,R.B. men and other Volunteers when
engagements were being planned, and all took part and did their
best for their country.
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