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Art McGann
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1919-19228. -
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I.R.A. Intelligence work, Belfast,
1915-1921.
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‘Nil
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Statement by Art ,

II, Hollybrook Road, Clontarf,

Dublin.

I had contacted Eamon G;nney-bafora I916. He was
then a boy and T was active in the Gaslic League and in
GeA.A. circles, When things became active at the end of
I9I9 I arranged with Cooney to supply any coples of
military énd police telegrams on which T could lay my hands.
I was a telegraphist in Belfast and as a Testing Officer
I was in a position to tap any line working to or through
Belfast. Gauﬁer and Sedn Cusack visited my house and
arrangements were mada'acco;ﬁingly. The possibility first
occurred to me when dealing with police code-telegrams.
They were acknowledged from the various out-stations as
follows "mesaage received and understood™. But one
stupid sérgeant {qutglenuna] returned hia acknowledgement
in cypher. Relating thls to the wﬁittaﬁ acknowledgement
in English, it was not difficult to translate the original
cypher message. Until shortly before his arrest Cooney
lived in my mother's house in Baltic Avenue, Antrim Road.
I lived adjacent im Lothair Avenue. My back_entry
connected almost direct with my mother's back entry. Her
house was raided frequently. Gccasionally I met Cusack
and we (three) discussed the details.toc be observed and
I was frequently advised to expect activity at certain
periods. After Cooney's arrest,late in T920, T contacted
Cusack when possible at his home im Little York St. and at
Lavery's public house,01ld Park Road.
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I cannot remember the number of cypher messages
passed by me to Cooney and Cusack. EfEry appqrpunity
which presented itselfl was availéd ﬁf,consonant with
safety,to supply them with anything I thought useful.
I myself did not decode .as the time factor was im?ortaqt
and the material was dangerous to be retained fofilongd b
in my possession. Some pericds of ﬁuty-cccurrad'at times
when 1t would not be possible to come into possession of
any communications of value. I should add that prior to
Cooney's arrest when the preparations for Ewauzy'g execution v
were taking place I conferred with Gusack's group about the
possibility of isuiating Lisburn from a communication point
of view. I pointed out the impossibility of the proposal.
I advised Cooney in the matter of accommodating the Cork
visitors. On the date of the execution I was advised by

Cooney to be on duty at the G.P.O.

Soon after this I fell under suspicion although not
officially connected with T.R.A. headquarters, I was
invited to joln the official nfg&nisation,but Cusack
informﬁ& me that I was more useful in an unattached capacity.
He showed me a letter from Michael Collins to this effect.
Ralds began on my house at this stage and continued up to
ay departure in I922 (four in all). Nothing incriminating
was found. T received notice on T4th June from a source .
in touch with the late Joe McEelvey R.I.P. following the
de-coding of a message that all Suspects in the Government
services , Rallways etc, were to be interned at once. T
had closed up my house and sent my family to Draperstown
prior to tnis}&nd livad1at night in Bangor and cther places,
I warned my P. 0. ¢coclleagues whom T thbught in danger.

Three days later the'swoop came, P.0. suspects were
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arrested and jalled; my house was broken into and
thoroughly searched. I went immedlately and consulted the
late George Mertin,Solicitor,- the official I.R.A. Solicitor.
He advised me to leave. T took this step on the I6th

June I922,

Prior to the visit of the English King to open The
Northern Parlliament the late Dhn Dempaef disclosed to me
that there was a proposition to burn the G.P.uf after his
arrival in Belfast, He asked me to supply him with a
map of the Telegraph and Telephone departments which ran
along the top of the building, Iater X heard the

project was cancelled, for what réason I do not kmow,

Signed; A~f
7

A
Date; <7 5:#3#??35

Witness;
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